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F E B R U A R Y  F I E L D  T R I P
Saturday, February 27th at 9:00 am
Flory-Gemmer Woods Preserve (Liberty Mills)

We will visit Tippecanoe Audubon 
Society's Flory-Gemmer Woods 
Preserve, which has a nice mix of older 
forest, young forest and open fields. 
The varied environment provides 
habitat for a diversity of birds, plants 
and other wildlife. If time permits, we 
will also visit our other sanctuaries in 
the area. Bring binoculars.

The preserve is east of Liberty 
Mills. From SR 13, just north of North 
Manchester, turn east at the sign for 
Liberty Mills. Follow the county road 
through town and continue on CR 
1425N (becomes 1400N) for about 1½ 
miles. Turn left (north) at CR 500E and 
look for the parking area on the left in 
about ½ mile.

For more information, please contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu



GREAT BACKYARD BIRD COUNT
BY BETH DEIMLING

Why not participate this year in the 
Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC)? 
To participate, you simply need to 
count the birds in whatever location is 
your favorite spot for watching birds, 
regardless of where that is: whether 
that’s actually your backyard, or if 
instead it’s a park, lake, shoreline, 
natural area or city lot. Participants are 
asked to count birds for as little as 15 
minutes (or as long as they wish) at a 
site of their choosing, on one or more 
days of the four-day event and report 
their sightings online at birdcount.org.

Why do it? Each checklist submitted 
during the GBBC helps researchers at 
the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and the 
National Audubon Society learn more 
about how birds are doing, and how 
to protect them and the environment 
we share. Bird populations are always 
shifting and changing, and the GBBC 
creates an ‘instantaneous’ snapshot 
of bird populations. Last year, more 
than 140,000 participants submitted 
their bird observations online, creating 
the largest snapshot of global bird 
populations ever recorded. Also, it’s 
really fun!

What do you get out of it? If you feed 
birds, it gives you a great opportunity 
to figure out just how many birds are 
using your feeders (bragging rights). 

For ANYONE with an interest in birds, 
whether in their backyard or elsewhere, 
the GBBC program website allows 
participants to explore real-time maps 
and charts that show what others are 
reporting during and after the count. 
There is also an “Explore a Region” tool 
which gives you an idea of what you 
can expect to see in your area during 
a GBBC. You can look at last year’s 
GBBC summary and photos that were 
submitted for a photo contest (and you 
can enter this year’s photo contest).

You will also gain in bird identification 
skills. Let’s face it. The more time spent 
watching birds, closely observing how 
they fly, how they behave, and what 
they look like as they’re flying away, the 
better you’ll be able to identify a bird 
that you only get a glimpse of as it dives 
for cover or wings away (which is often 
all that we see of birds).

When is it? The 19th annual GBBC 
will be held Friday, February 12, 
through Monday, February 15, 2016. 
Visit the official website at birdcount.
org for information and be sure to check 
out educational resources, including 
bird identification help, and great tips 
on sorting out confusing species.

How do you do it? The rules for 
the count have changed from previous 
years. All the instructions can be found 
at the birdcount.org website.

V I S I T  U S  O N  T H E  W E B  AT  t ippeaudubon.org

F O L LO W  T I P P E C A N O E  AU D U B O N  S O C I E T Y  O N  FA C E B O O K

facebook.com/tippecanoeaudubonsociety



19th Annual Great Backyard Bird Count
February 12–15, 2016

Join in! Count birds in 
your backyard, local park, 
or wherever you spot a 
bird, and submit your 
observations online. 

birdcount.org

How many birds 
will you find?

White-breasted Nuthatch
Photo: Nick Saunders/GBBC

Sponsored 
in part by:

M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T
The Tippecanoe Audubon Society supports conservation and environmental 
education to promote appreciation, understanding, and preservation of birds, other 
wildlife, and diverse ecosystems for present and future generations.



HOODED MERGANSER
BY JENNIFER JONES

The Hooded Merganser (Lophodytes cucullatus) is one of my favorite ducks to 
watch. On January 2nd my husband and I participated in the winter bird count and 
we saw a flush of Hooded Mergansers on Pike Lake in Warsaw. I love how different 
the male and females look from one another. The males have glowing yellow eyes, 
a black head and neck, and a distinctive white patch on their crest that reminds 
me of a mohawk. Males have a dark back, chestnut-colored flanks, and a white 
breast with two black stripes — called spurs — on each side. The females' crest 
is tawny-cinnamon colored, fan-shaped and wiry; sort of looking like it's recently 
been struck by lightning. Both the male and female hooded mergansers have small, 
elongated bodies with long, slender, serrated bills. 

Back to watching them on Pike Lake... It was exciting to watch them dive 
underwater and wait — scanning the water — for them to pop back up to the 
surface. Hooded Mergansers use their feet to propel them down and their eyes to 
catch their prey under water. Their eyes can adjust to see better underwater and, 
like other divers, they have an extra eyelid called a nictitating membrane that helps 
protect their eyes, like goggles.

Hooded Mergansers, like Wood Ducks, nest in tree cavities. Females can lay up to 
thirteen eggs in a clutch, but may not lay them all in the same nest.  They sometimes 
lay eggs in other nests of the same species. Within a day of the ducklings hatching, 

these little fluff balls will build up enough courage 
— with some encouragement from a beckoning 

mother — to leap out of the cavity, and bounce 
off the forest floor. They typically fall 10 to 

50 feet without a 
scratch, bump 

or bruise.  



40th annual TAS Christmas Bird Count (CBC)
116th annual National Audubon Society count
January 2, 2016
9,017 individuals
63 species

Participants: Joyce and Ron Corson, Greg Clark, Al Crist, Beth Deimling, Connie and 
Steve Doud, Pardee and Toshiko Gunter, Lila and Steve Hammer, Dave Hicks, Deb 
Hustin, Lana Jarrett, Casey and Jennifer Jones, Arlene and Cliff Kindy, Stan Moore, 
Lila O’Connell, Connie and Dan Pickett, Jim Townsend

Pied-Billed Grebe 4
Ruddy Duck 36
Mute Swan 65
Canada Goose 1558
Gadwall 7
Mallard 660
Mallard hybrid 6
American Black Duck 2
Redhead 16
Ring-necked Duck 223
Lesser Scaup 11
Common Goldeneye 33
Bufflehead 45
Hooded Merganser 166
Common Merganser 2
Great Blue Heron 3
Bald Eagle 2
Cooper's Hawk 4
Red-tailed Hawk 40
Rough-legged Hawk 3
American Kestrel 5
Wild Turkey 26
American Coot 2153
Sandhill Crane 8
Ring-Billed Gull  1933
Herring Gull 599
Gull, species unknown 115
Rock Pigeon 87
Mourning Dove 24
Short-eared Owl (third record) 2
Belted Kingfisher 2
Red-headed Woodpecker 4

Red-bellied Woodpecker 53
Downy Woodpecker 36
Hairy Woodpecker 5
Northern Flicker 9
Pileated Woodpecker 1
Blue Jay 75
American Crow 194
Cedar Waxwing 7
Eastern Bluebird 18
American Robin 317
European Starling 641
White-breasted Nuthatch 59
Brown Creeper 4
Carolina Wren 5
Winter Wren 1
Ruby-crowned Kinglet (sixth record) 2
Golden-crowned Kinglet 1
Black-capped Chickadee 49
Tufted Titmouse 38
Horned Lark 103
House Sparrow 814
Pine Siskin 2
American Goldfinch 54
House Finch 31
Yellow-rumped Warbler 5
Song Sparrow 4
Swamp Sparrow 2
White-throated Sparrow 23
Dark-eyed Junco 216
American Tree Sparrow 76
Northern Cardinal 141
Hermit Thrush (first record) 1

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT RESULTS

Bold type indicates unusual sightings (and number of CBC observations by TAS)



PRESIDENT'S CORNER
“Holey Moley”

BY AL CRIST

Ah, the joy of holes! The ecstasy of 
cavities! From the standpoint of many 
birds, holes are the bee's knees, just what 
the doctor ordered. OK, enough with the 
clichés and I'll get straight to the point! 
There are approximately 85 species of cavity 
nesting birds in North America. With the 
disappearance of so much of the original, 
primeval forest across the continent, 
suitable nest cavities have become a limiting 
factor for many cavity nesting birds. Of 
course, birds like woodpeckers excavate 
their own cavities to use as nests, but most 
other species rely on naturally occurring 
cavities in trees, cliffs, and banks or else 
try to find abandoned woodpecker holes 
to adopt and call home. Really, it's a lot of 
competition for a limited resource. That's 
where you come in.

Are you getting bored with winter? 
Counting the days until spring? Why don't 
you try making a little sawdust? Building 
nest boxes is a great winter project. Of 
course the first one you would think of 
would be a Bluebird box. They're really 
effective and their use has resulted in a 
significant increase in Bluebird population 
numbers. Everything you want to know 
about Bluebirds can be found at the North 
American Bluebird Society's website:  
www.nabluebirdsociety.org. They have 
detailed plans for a number of different 
designs of nest boxes.

Tree Swallows are another species that is 
readily attracted to nest boxes. The Salmon 

Creek Tree Swallow Project in New York 
state has a veritable gold mine of information 
about Tree Swallows and nest boxes at their 
website: www.treeswallowprojects.com.

Several years ago, we learned about 
Kestrel next boxes at one of our Tippecanoe 
Audubon programs. The TAS board got a bit 
inspired and sponsored a Kestrel nest box 
building workshop. We used plans from the 
American Kestrel Partnership. Learn about 
Kestrels (our smallest species of Falcon) at 
their website: kestrel.peregrinefund.org/. 
It's a bit hard to navigate to their nest box 
plan. From their home page, click on the 
“Information” tab and then on “Partnership 
Documents” and you'll find it.

Beth and I built two Kestrel boxes at our 
workshop. We hung one on the side of our 
barn, which is fairly near the highway where 
we often see Kestrels perched on the phone 
wires. Sure enough, we attracted a pair to 
our nest box. Even though the box is easily 
seen, the Kestrels are still quite secretive. 
They don't get near the box if anyone is 
remotely close. We've had them nesting for 
several years now.

We weren't sure what to do with the 
other box and finally decided to mount it on 
a tree situated along the edge of a wooded 
area along a small creek on our property. 
It's a spot that Beth and our dog Murphy 
walk past each morning as Murphy takes 
his morning constitutional. We saw no 
evidence of anyone using it until early this 
winter. As Beth and Murphy walked past it 
one day, an Eastern Screech Owl watched 
them from the safety of it's new nest box 
home. We've seen it quite a few times since 
then. We're hoping this isn't just a “fly by 
night” family, that they become respected 
citizens of the neighborhood. Wait a 
minute! Owls, by their very nature, really 
are “fly by night”. As Martha Stewart says, in 
this case “it's a good thing”. I know, I know, 
enough with the clichés!



M A R C H  F I E L D  T R I P
Saturday, March 19th at 9:30 am
Tri-County Fish and Wildlife Area

Meet at the New Market parking lot on SR 13 (Main Street) in North Webster 
(306 S Main St, North Webster, IN 46555).

We will explore the lakes and wetlands in search of migrant shorebirds. We will 
also visit nearby Spear Lake, where we have seen Ospreys and Sandhill Cranes.
For more information, please contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu

ULTRALIGHT-LED WHOOPING CRANE 
MIGRATION PROGRAM LIKELY TO END

On January 24th, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announced that it will stop 
funding Operation Migration, the Canadian-based nonprofit group that has, for the 
past 15 years, led the annual migration of young Whooping Cranes from Wisconsin 
to Florida’s Gulf Coast using ultralight aircraft. The purpose of these migrations was to 
establish an eastern flock of Whoopers, separate from the flock that migrates between 
the Texas Gulf Coast and northern Canada. Nearly 250 Whoopers have been released 
in Wisconsin since 2001, and though 93 birds are still alive, only 10 chicks from these 
escorted birds have survived to fledge. Experts in crane biology have concluded that 
the use of aircraft and other human interaction are having a negative impact, resulting 
in a lack of parenting skills among adults. 

The decision to end the public-private effort was made during a meeting of the 
Whooping Crane Eastern Partnership, which includes Operation Migration, the 
International Crane foundation, and the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service. This year’s 
ultralight migration has lasted over 100 days.
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N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  T I P P E C A N O E  A U D U B O N  S O C I E T Y

TIPPE TOPICS
APRIL, MAY 2016

M AY  B I R D  C O U N T
Saturday, May 7th at 7:00 am
Meet at Bob Evans Restaurant in Warsaw

Please join the Tippecanoe Audubon 
Society for the annual “Big May Day Bird 
Count” on May 7. The objective of the BMDBC 
is to count the number of birds of each 
species occurring in a participating county 
from midnight to midnight on the second 
Saturday in May. This data snapshot provides 
a valuable scientific record of the bird 
populations occurring each year in Indiana. 
The results will be compiled, analyzed, and 
published in the Indiana Audubon Quarterly.

This will be TAS’s 40th year participating 
in this count, which is sponsored by the 
Indiana Audubon Society. We will cover all 
of Kosciusko County to document the spring 
migration. This should be a great time to 
get your annual look at warblers, thrushes, 
and shorebirds as they pass through our 
area. Typically, our group observes over 
125 species in this count. Both experienced 
and novice birders are needed, and you may 
participate for a whole day or part of a day. 

To participate, contact Greg Clark at  
(260) 982-7588 or gwclark@manchester.edu



TIPPE BEGINNINGS
BY JIM TOWNSEND

Back in 1973 I had a college 
professor, Phil Orpurt, who 
suggested that we, students in his 
class, join some environmental 
organization. I joined the National 
Wildlife Federation and the National 
Audubon Society. That summer after 
graduation, I received an invitation 
to attend a preliminary meeting of a 
proposed Audubon chapter from Paul 
Steffen. I had known Paul for some 
time and we worked in the same 
factory before he opened a nursery 
just North of Warsaw.

That first meeting was held at the 
Cardinal Center in Warsaw. There were 
4 of us who attended: Paul Steffen, 
Rev. J. F. Carmack, David Eiler and me. 
We decided where to meet, when, and 
what those first meetings would be 
about. We were assigned the counties 
of Wabash, Kosciusko, Marshall, Miami, 
Fulton and the Western half of Noble 
counties by the National Audubon 
Society. All National Audubon members 
in that area were assigned to us.  Tippe 
Audubon was to come in the future. 
We went by that name because the 
Tippecanoe River was a main landmark 
for a lot of our territory.

We met in a bank lobby in the bank 
that used to be where the Walmart 
parking lot is today.  Paul and Marie 
Steffen ran a nursery just North of that. 

In addition to meeting regularly, we 
also started having Bird Counts and it 
was Marie who was the instigator of that. 
Our first Christmas Count was probably 
in 1974 or 1975. I have attended almost 
all of them over the years.

We published a newsletter to 
members for quite some time and 
eventually decided to increase our 
efforts a bit after Herb Taylor of Servia 
died and willed us his property along 
Eel River just North of Liberty Mills (if 
you haven't been there, go on one of the 
spring Field Trips). With the addition 
of the Flory-Gemmer Marsh and woods 
we ran into the need for more financial 
support than we were getting from 
National Audubon and formed our 
Tippecanoe Audubon and asked 
for donations to "Friends of 
Audubon."

Ever since that first 
bunch of meetings in 1973, 
Tippe Audubon has been 
having regular meetings 
and inviting outside 
speakers to speak at 
our meetings. Instead 
of just a boring 
business meeting, 
our regular 
meetings have 
had some very 
i n t e r e s t i n g 
speakers. 



TANAGER FLOCK 
Back around 1957, my wife Mary and I were 

birding in southeastern New Jersey. I believe the site 
where this happened was in the Wharton State Forest, 
a rather large preserve not far from the coast. It was 
some time in April. We drove around until we found 
a spot that looked like it might be productive. She 
volunteered to stay in the car while I set out on foot. 
As I was walking along, I came to a turn in the road. 
Just around the bend was an unbelievable sight: an 
entire flock of Scarlet Tanagers all decked out in their 
finest spring plumage. There must have been at least 
a dozen of them. I was not equipped to take pictures 
so all I could do was drink it all in and let it etch my 
memory.  Perhaps other Topics readers will have had 
a similar experience with Scarlet Tanagers.  I hope so.

–Wilson B. Lutz

KO K I WA N E E  F I E L D  T R I P S
BIRDS:  Saturday, April 16th at 9:00 am

WILDFLOWERS:  Saturday, April 30th at 2:00 pm

Dr. Dave Hicks will lead two hikes at 
ACRES Land Trust's Kokiwanee Nature 
Preserve in southern Wabash county. 
The first hike (April 16) will focus on 
birds and the second hike (April 30) will 
focus on plants and is cosponsored with 
ACRES Land Trust. 

This site borders the Salamonie 
gorge, which was cut by the drainage 
of Glacial Lake Maumee. The varied 
topography is unusual for this part of 
the state, and plant communities range 
from second-growth forests to cliff faces 

to fens. Over 450 vascular plant species 
have been documented in this preserve, 
within which an excellent display of 
wildflowers can be found.

Directions: From Lagro, take SR 524 
(Davis St.) south 0.75 miles. When SR 
524 curves to the east, continue east 
onto Hanging Rock Rd., leaving SR 524. 
Travel 1.2 miles and turn right (south) on 
500 E. Travel 1.5 miles, as 500 E. turns 
into 50 S. (Mater Rd.) The Preserve is 
on the right.

For more information, please contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu



PROTHONOTARY WARBLER

BY DAVE HICKS

This issue, the Bird of 
the Month has the onus of 
being seldom seen and bearing 
a nearly unpronounceable name. 
However, Prothonotary Warblers 
(Protonotaria citrea, in the family 
Parulidae) are well worth keeping 
your eyes out for when spring 
migration starts in earnest in our region 
in a few weeks.

Prothonotaries are quite striking in 
appearance (https://www.allaboutbirds.
org/guide/Prothonotary_Warbler/id). 
At over 5 inches, they are comparatively 
large for warblers; they have beaks that 
are disproportionately large and tails 
that are unusually short for this group. 
They are golden to orange over most of 
the body, including the head in the male, 
with slatey wings and white undertail 
coverts. (The specific name, citrea, 
alludes to this citrus-like coloration.) 
Adult females and juveniles have darker 
coloration on the head, ranging from 
dark orange to brown.

The Prothonotary is the only 
species of its genus. Recent genetic 
studies show that it is evolutionarily 
related most closely to the Black-and-

white Warbler and to 
Swainson’s Warbler. 

Relatively few other 
warblers could be mistaken 

for this species; the most likely 
misidentification is probably the 

Blue-Winged, which has a dark eyeline 
and wing bars that are not seen in 
Prothonotaries. A female Hooded also 
bears some similarity, but has a longer 
tail and sharper highlighting of the 
yellow color on the face. The call of 
the Prothonotary is not particularly 
distinctive, being a single, sweet note 
repeated up to a dozen times.

The origin of the name seems to be 
a mystery. The term “prothonotary” 
refers to a type of court clerk during 
the medieval period. (A legal office of 
the same name exists today in Australia, 
Canada and the states of Pennsylvania 
and Delaware.) It is often said that the 
common name of the warbler comes 
from the similarity of their coloration 
pattern to the robes worn by the legal 
officials. However, there is no evidence 
that the robes were yellow, and even 
the earliest ornithological references 
fail to connect birds and lawyers in 
regard to coloration (http://birdaz.com/
blog/2013/03/07/the-prothonotary-
w a r b l e r - y o u - s u r e - a b o u t - t h a t / ) . 
Currently, Catholic prothonotaries wear 
vestments that include red and purple 
rather than yellow. 

V I S I T  U S  O N  T H E  W E B  A T  t i p p e a u d u b o n . o r g

T A S  M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T
The Tippecanoe Audubon Society supports conservation and environmental 
education to promote appreciation, understanding, and preservation of 
birds, other wildlife, and diverse ecosystems for present and future generations.



LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
F o l l o w  U s  a t  f a c e b o o k . c o m / t i p p e c a n o e a u d u b o n s o c i e t y

V I S I T  U S  O N  T H E  W E B  A T  t i p p e a u d u b o n . o r g

The Prothonotary is a habitat 
specialist, favoring forested wetlands 
for nesting and even during migration. 
The species has sometimes been known 
by the rather appropriate name of 
Golden Swamp-Warbler. Ponds and 
streams are important components of 
their preferred habitat. A search for this 
species is more likely to be rewarded 
in extensive areas of hardwood trees in 
close proximity to water. They generally 
forage closer to the ground than most 
warblers, moving fairly slowly through 
lower branches and even on the ground, 
which makes them a bit easier to see 
than other warbler species. Like most 
warblers, they feed mostly on insects, 
but also consume snails and other 
aquatic organisms. In the non-breeding 
season they also use plant foods.

The main nesting areas of 
Prothonotaries are the lower 
Mississippi Valley, the Florida 
Panhandle, and eastern North Carolina 
and Virginia, but breeding may occur 
as far west as Minnesota, Nebraska and 
Texas, and northeast to southern New 
England. They pass through northern 
Indiana regularly on migration and 
occasionally breed in our area, although 
nesting is more likely in southern 
Michigan and the southern parts of 
Indiana. Lack of habitat is probably an 
important reason for their scarcity as 
breeding birds in our area.

Prothonotaries are unusual among 
warblers in being cavity nesters. They 
therefore require sites that have dead 
trees large enough to have nest sites that 

have been excavated by woodpeckers or 
hollowed out by decay. Nests are usually 
fairly low, typically less than 25 feet 
above the ground. A pair often builds 
several dummy nests, but only uses one 
for actual egg-laying.

This species also uses human 
objects such as cans and pails for 
nest sites. An early report by Amos 
Butler, published in the ornithological 
journal The Auk in 1926, reported 
them nesting in an old building in a 
Scout camp near Indianapolis. Efforts 
to increase populations have made use 
of nest boxes, and have been successful 
in several areas, including southern 
Indiana (http://www.nature.org/
ourinitiatives/regions/northamerica/
unitedstates/indiana/placesweprotect/
prothonotary-warbler-boxes.xml).

As with most warblers, Prothonotaries 
migrate away from our area for the 
winter. Overwintering areas are in 
Mexico, Central America and northern 
South America. Migration north begins 
fairly early, with birds usually reaching 
the Midwest in mid-April.

Population sizes of Prothonotaries 
have declined in most parts of their 
breeding range. Partners in Flight 
estimates a 42% drop in the US 
from 1966 to 2014, and they are 
included on the State of Birds Watch 
List (http://www.stateofthebirds.
org/extinctions/watchlist.pdf ). The 
species is considered to be endangered 
in Canada. Their specialized habitat 
requirements are the primary reason 
for population decline.



B I R D I N G  B Y  E A R
Presented by Dr. Greg Clark

Tuesday, April 12th at 7:00 pm
Manchester University, JYS Center (Student Union) Hoff Room

Listen to that beautiful bird song — I 
sure wish I knew who was making it! Do 
you feel you're only half a birder? You 
can usually ID a bird when you see it, but 
many songs or calls leave you scratching 
your head. With the approach of warmer 
weather, spring migrants are added to our 
usual winter resident birds. And suddenly 
there are new songs and calls in the air. 
Even our winter residents begin making 
sounds we haven't heard all winter. And 
as the trees leaf out, it becomes more 
and more difficult to actually see the bird 
making the song. It just gets harder and 
harder. Help!!! Where can I turn? Greg 
Clark and Tippecanoe Audubon to the 
rescue!

This is your chance to delve into the 
joy and mystery of bird sounds! The 

Tippecanoe Audubon Society's spring 
program will feature Dr. Greg Clark, 
from Manchester University, teaching 
a workshop on identifying birds by the 
sounds they make. Greg has made birding 
a lifelong pursuit, and as a musician, has 
also had a life-long interest in the music 
birds make. There are many ways of 
learning to identify bird sounds, and Greg 
will talk about some of the techniques 
for remembering bird songs and calls, 
from grouping types of calls(for example, 
mimics, chippers, whistlers) to using 
mnemonics or phonetics (for example, 
a Barred Owl song can be remembered 
with the phrase “Who Cooks for you? 
Who cooks for you all?”). Greg will also 
come equipped with lists of web sites 
and apps where you can practice what 
you learn. Join us at this workshop to 
arm yourself with some techniques for 
learning to bird by ear, and at the same 
time, to prepare yourself for the Big May 
Day count!

For more information, please contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu

The Jo Young Switzer Center 
(Student Union) is located 
on East Street in North 
Manchester, across the 
street from the Wine Recital 
Hall on the Manchester 
University Campus.



PRESIDENT'S CORNER
“Spring Has Sprung”
BY AL CRIST

Spring has sprung, fall has fell, summer's 
here, and it's hot as...Hello fellow Audubon 
people! Yes, spring is here and it is unusually 
warm. It seems like there are so many 
things happening in our world that keep us 
worried and awake at night. Global warming 
and politics are at the top of my worry list.

But, there is a great event that happens 
this time of the year that never fails to put 
a smile on my face and a spring in my step. 
Yup, I'm talking about that wonderful, 
stupendous, phenomenal, and awe-
inspiring SPRING MIGRATION!!! I just 
love to watch birds return in spring. And 
even better, it lasts for weeks and weeks 
and the mix of birds continually changes.

Depending on weather, we'll see the first 
migrants begin to return in early March, or 
even late February if it's an early spring. 
For me, I consider spring to have officially 
begun on the day I first hear Sandhill 
Cranes calling as the first flock passes 
far overhead. I know then that Killdeer, 
Robins, Red-winged Blackbirds, and one of 
my favorites, American Woodcocks, can't 
be far behind. The internet has some great 
sites to help you know when and what to 
be looking for during migration. A new 
site that I discovered this year tracks the 
migration of American Woodcocks through 
the use of satellite transmitters fitted to 
selected birds (www.ruffedgrousesociety.
org/woodcockmigration). I've been 
checking the site for the last couple of 
weeks, and as I write this (on March 19th) 
I see they have now returned to northern 
Indiana. Now Beth and I know to start 
listening for the males' unique sounds 
as they perform their mating ritual sky-
dance. If you've never seen this amazing 
show, you really must. Google “Woodcock 
Skydance” to learn more about it. I still 
vividly remember seeing it for the first time 

when I was in grad school at Iowa State in 
the mid-70's. For me, it's one of the most 
memorable examples of animal behavior 
I've ever observed. And, with a bit of effort. 
you can see it too, right here in northern 
Indiana for a few weeks early each spring!

Two other birds I look forward to seeing 
return each spring are Chipping Sparrows 
and Ruby-throated Hummingbirds. I can't 
really say why I so enjoy seeing Chipping 
Sparrows return, but I do. But nearly everyone 
loves Hummers and looks forward to seeing 
them again in spring. If you want to know 
when you should get your Hummingbird 
feeder cleaned up and ready to hang out, go 
to www.hummingbirds.net/map.html. Their 
map shows the dates of the first sightings in 
spring all across the eastern U.S. Last year 
they arrived in northern Indiana around 
April 12th. Right now (March 19) they've 
made it as far north as northern Mississippi, 
Alabama, and Georgia.

For an in-depth look at spring migration 
in Indiana, visit the Indiana Dunes 
“Longshore Flight Count” blog at https://
indianadunesbirding.wordpress.com/. 
They document the migration in detail from 
February until mid to late May. It's a great 
blog with lots of fun information. They see 
a lot of rarities as well our more common 
migrants. Their observations are done at the 
observation tower at Indiana Dunes State 
Park and everyone is welcome to visit the 
tower and share in the fun. Speaking of the 
Indiana Dunes, last year Beth and I attended 
the 1st Annual Indiana Dunes Birding Festival. 
We had a blast. We've already registered for 
this year and have reserved our camping 
spot at the State Park. It's a truly great 
event, co-hosted by the Indiana Audubon 
Society and the Indiana Dunes National 
Lakeshore. The list of presentations and 
field trips you can attend is quite impressive. 
This year it runs from May 5th through 
May 8. Learn more about it and register at  
www.indunesbirdingfestival.com.

Hope to see you there!
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N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  T I P P E C A N O E  A U D U B O N  S O C I E T Y

TIPPE TOPICS
JUNE, JULY 2016

Sunday, July 10th at 12:00 noon
Koinonia Environmental and Retreat Center

We will provide tableware, meat and 
drinks. Please bring a dish to share. 
A hike will follow lunch. Directions: 
From North Manchester take SR 13 
North and turn right (East) on 650 
S — two miles North of Sidney. Take 

your first left (turn North) onto 650 
E. The entrance will be on the left 
(West side of the road) about 1000 
feet north of the intersection of 650 S 
and 650 E. Address is 6147 S 650 E, 
Pierceton, IN 46562.

ANNUAL 
PICNIC



Canada Goose 483
Mute Swan 31
Wood Duck 88
Mallard 133
Blue-winged Teal 2
Ring-necked Duck 1
Ruddy Duck 5
Ring-necked Pheasant 5
Wild Turkey 18
Common Loon 2
Pied-billed Grebe 3
Double-crested Cormorant 46
Great Blue Heron 62
Great Egret 1
Green Heron 4
Turkey Vulture 114
Osprey 3
Bald Eagle 5
Cooper's Hawk 1
Red-tailed Hawk 18
American Kestrel 4
American Coot 9
Sandhill Crane 11
Killdeer 55
Spotted Sandpiper 10
Solitary Sandpiper 8
Greater Yellowlegs 1
Lesser Yellowlegs 1
Semipalmated Sandpiper 4
American Woodcock 3
Ring-billed Gull 21
Rock Pigeon 78
Mourning Dove 146
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 1
Black-billed Cuckoo 1
Eastern Screech-Owl 1

Barred Owl 2
Chimney Swift 35
Ruby-throated Hummingbird 5
Belted Kingfisher 7
Red-headed Woodpecker 16
Red-bellied Woodpecker 66
Downy Woodpecker 36
Hairy Woodpecker 9
Northern Flicker 17
Pileated Woodpecker 7
Eastern Wood-Pewee 2
Acadian Flycatcher 4
Least Flycatcher 14
Empid. Flycatcher 1
Eastern Phoebe 20
Great Crested Flycatcher 35
Eastern Kingbird 6
White-eyed Vireo 14
Yellow-throated Vireo 31
Blue-headed Vireo 1
Warbling Vireo 40
Red-eyed Vireo 21
Blue Jay 163
American Crow 108
Horned Lark 30
Purple Martin 79
Tree Swallow 141
Northern Rough-winged Swallow 31
Bank Swallow 14
Cliff Swallow 12
Barn Swallow 139
Carolina Chickadee 21
Black-capped Chickadee 24
Tufted Titmouse 53
White-breasted Nuthatch 50
Carolina Wren 10

2016 MAY COUNT RESULTS



House Wren 75
Sedge Wren 3
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 7
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 51
Eastern Bluebird 28
Veery 1
Swainson's Thrush 5
Hermit Thrush 1
Wood Thrush 23
American Robin 591
Gray Catbird 97
Northern Mockingbird 2
Brown Thrasher 13
European Starling 501
Cedar Waxwing 2
Blue-winged Warbler 5
Golden-winged Warbler 1
Tennessee Warbler 4
Nashville Warbler 15
Northern Parula 22
Yellow Warbler 196
Chestnut-sided Warbler 3
Magnolia Warbler 6
Yellow-rumped Warbler 10
Black-throated Green Warbler 17
Yellow-throated Warbler 3
Pine Warbler 1
Palm Warbler 6
Bay-breasted Warbler 1
Cerulean Warbler 7
Black-and-white Warbler 11
American Redstart 20
Prothonotary Warbler 6
Ovenbird 4
Northern Waterthrush 1
Kentucky Warbler 1

2016 MAY COUNT RESULTS
Common Yellowthroat 111

Hooded Warbler 3

Yellow-breasted Chat 2

Eastern Towhee 14

Chipping Sparrow 111

Field Sparrow 52

Vesper Sparrow 1

Savannah Sparrow 3

Grasshopper Sparrow 3

Henslow's Sparrow 1

Fox Sparrow 1

Song Sparrow 70

Swamp Sparrow 10

White-throated Sparrow 48

Harris' Sparrow 2

White-crowned Sparrow 76

Summer Tanager 1

Scarlet Tanager 15

Northern Cardinal 203

Rose-breasted Grosbeak 53

Indigo Bunting 51

Bobolink 9

Red-winged Blackbird 788

Eastern Meadowlark 27

Common Grackle 154

Brown-headed Cowbird 81

Orchard Oriole 4

Baltimore Oriole 114

House Finch 40

Pine Siskin 2

American Goldfinch 92

House Sparrow 401



EASTERN WOOD-PEWEE

BY DAVID L. EILER
REPRINTED FROM JUNE 2001

The Eastern Wood-Pewee (Contopus 
virens) often makes its presence 
known by repeatedly flying out from a 
perch in a tree to catch a flying insect 
and then returning to its perch to eat 
it. But sometimes its soft pee-a-wee 
song, with the last note on a slightly 
higher pitch, is heard before the bird 
is seen. Its characteristic song can be 
heard all summer and is of course how 
it got the name Pewee.

An Eastern Wood-Pewee has a dull 
gray-brown head, back, wings, and tail, 
and a whitish underside. It has two 

white wing bars that make it easy to 
distinguish from the Eastern Phoebe 
that lacks wing bars but otherwise 
looks very similar. It has almost 
no eye-ring which distinguishes it 
from flycatchers belonging to the 
Empidonax genus that have prominent 
eye rings.

It has a two-tone bill with the 
upper mandible black and the lower 
mandible yellow. The Eastern Wood-
Pewee and the Western Wood-Pewee 
are very similar, but since their 
ranges do not overlap there is little 
need to distinguish them in the field. 
In uncertain situations they can be 



distinguished by their songs which are 
quite different.

The Eastern Wood-Pewee nests 
from southern Canada south to the 
Gulf Coast and from the Atlantic Coast 
west to the Great Plains. It spends the 
winter in Latin America as far south as 
northern Bolivia and western Brazil. 
In March 1999 I saw it in the lowland 
Napo River rainforest of eastern 
Ecuador. In northern Indiana it usually 
arrives about the second week of May 
and leaves by mid-October.

As its name implies, the Eastern 
Wood-Pewee is a forest-dwelling 
species, though it sometimes nests in 
suburban parks and residential areas 
with plenty of trees. The nest is a 
cup built entirely by the female using 
grass, weed stems, plant fiber, hair 
and spider webs. It is covered on the 
outside with lichens making it blend 
in with the lichen covered tree bark.

She nearly always places it in the 
horizontal crotch of a tree limb far out 
from the trunk. It may be anywhere 
from fifteen or twenty feet to sixty 
or more feet above the ground. The 
female usually lays three eggs, and she 
alone incubates them. The eggs hatch 
in about twelve or thirteen days.

Altogether there are fourteen 
Contopus species. Three have nesting 
ranges that are mostly in the United 
States and Canada or extend into 
the United States from Mexico. The 

closest relative of the Eastern Wood-

Pewee, is the very similar Western 

Wood-Pewee (Contopus sordidulus) 

that occurs from the Rocky Mountains 

to the Pacific Coast and winters as 

far south as northern South America. 

Another relative occurring north of 

Mexico is the somewhat larger Olive-

sided Flycatcher, (Contopus cooperi), 

that nests in southern Canada and 

the mountainous regions of western 

North America, and winters in Latin 

America as far south as Bolivia. Also 

somewhat larger is the Greater Pewee 

(Contopus pertinax) that ranges from 

southeastern Arizona southward 

through the mountain ranges of 

Mexico to Central America. The other 

ten Contopus species occur in either 

Latin America or the islands of the 

Caribbean.

Other close relatives of the Eastern 

Wood-Pewee occurring in the United 

States are several flycatcher species 

in the Empidonax genus, and several 

Phoebe species in the Sayornis genus. 

Less closely related Indiana species in 

the large Western Hemisphere Tyrant 

Flycatcher Family, Tyrannidae, are 

the Eastern Kingbird and the Great 

Crested Flycatcher.



FLORY-GEMMER PROPERTIES
Saturday, June 11th at 2:00 pm

We will visit Tippecanoe Audubon 
Society's Flory-Gemmer Woods and 
Flory-Gemmer Marsh Preserves. The 
varied environment provides habitat for a 
diversity of birds, plants and other wildlife.

We will meet at Flory-Gemmer Marsh. 
The preserve is east of Liberty Mills. From 

SR 13, just north of North Manchester, turn 
east at the sign for Liberty Mills. Follow the 
county road through town and continue 
on CR 1425N (becomes 1400N) for about 
1½ miles. The parking area is on the left 
(north) side of the road. If you arrive at CR 
500E, you've gone slightly too far east.

For more information, please contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu

MEMBERSHIPS 
RENEW IN JUNE

THE ADDRESS FIELD ON THE BACK OF 
YOUR NEWSLETTER NOTES WHEN YOUR 

MEMBERSHIP EXPIRES

PLEASE USE THE ENCLOSED 
REMITTANCE ENVELOPE TO 

CONTINUE SUPPORTING OUR 
LOCAL AUDUBON CHAPTER



BY AL CRIST

I just finished reading a wonderful 
book, Kingbird Highway by Kenn 
Kaufman. If you're a serious birder, 
you probably recognize the name of 
the author. Among many endeavors, 
Kenn is the editor of the Kaufman 
Field Guide series, and has written 
columns for Birds and Bloom and for 
many years wrote the popular “After 
The Spark” column in Bird Watcher's 
Digest.

Kingbird Highway is a memoir 
of his teen years when he basically 
went completely nuts about birding. 
He was a high school honor student 
who became so involved with birding 
that he quit school at the age of 16 
and began hitchhiking across North 
America with only one purpose in 
mind: to observe as many bird species 
as he could. Three years later, in 1973, 
he began a “Big Year” in an attempt 
to set the record for the most species 
seen in North America in one year. He 
had hardly any money, he didn't even 
have a car, his binoculars were cheap 
and crappy, but his enthusiasm was 
limitless. He hitchhiked over 60,000 
miles that year and slept most nights 
under the stars. He ended up with 
671 species on his Big Year list. Was 
it enough to set the record? I won't 
be the spoiler; you'll have to read the 
book.

As the year wore on, he began to 
doubt the wisdom of birding simply 
to add numbers to a list. Today, he 
is one of the preeminent birders in 
the world but does not even keep 
a life list. Neither Beth nor I keep a 
life list or any other list of birds. The 
lists that birders may keep are many: 
state lists, county lists, yard lists, life 
lists, year lists, Big Year lists, etc., etc. 
And, they may be quite competitive 
with their lists. I've always turned 
my nose up just a bit at “listers” and 
their pursuit of another number to 
add to the list, but Kingbird Highway 
made me think a little more seriously 
about birders and the lists they keep. 
I've never understood the correlation 
between birding and competition, but 
it certainly exists for many. I guess 
I'm beginning to see the value, as 
well as the dangers, of “listing”. The 
important thing is to get out in nature 
and benefit from the experience. 
Keeping a list, and trying to add to 
it, may be an incentive for one to do 
just that. Trying to add to your list 
may be just the prod you need to 
get out there and look at birds. Just 
don't go crazy with your list. It's the 
birding experience that counts, not 
the number on the list.

Happy birding!

PRESIDENT'S CORNER
“To List Or Not To List..."

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
F o l l o w  U s  a t  f a c e b o o k . c o m / t i p p e c a n o e a u d u b o n s o c i e t y

V I S I T  U S  O N  T H E  W E B  AT  t ippeaudubon.org
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N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  T I P P E C A N O E  A U D U B O N  S O C I E T Y

TIPPE TOPICS
AUGUST, SEPTEMBER 2016

Saturday, August 20th at 9:00 am
Flory-Gemmer Marsh

FIELD TRIPS

We will meet at Flory-Gemmer 
Marsh. The preserve is east of Liberty 
Mills. From SR 13, just north of North 
Manchester, turn east at the sign for 
Liberty Mills. Follow the county road 

through town and continue on CR 1425N 
(becomes 1400N) for about 1½ miles. 
The parking area is on the left (north) 
side of the road. If you arrive at CR 500E, 
you've gone slightly too far east.

For more information, please contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu

Saturday, September 17th at 10:00 am
Glennwood Nature Preserve

Glennwood contains a circumneutral 
bog (with a neutral pH near 7.0), one of 
only 15 in Indiana. The bog once was a 
lake, but it is now nearly filled with a 
springy mat of mosses, ferns and sedges 
resting on a bed of peat. Poison sumac, 
pin oak, willow and red maple surround 
the bog area. In the forest around the 
bog grow Canadian mayflower, shiny 

club moss and sarsaparilla, as well as 
cinnamon, crested shield and royal 
ferns.

From Etna Green take US 30 east 3.75 
miles to 700 W and turn left (north). 
Travel 4.2 miles to its end at 650 N. The 
property is straight ahead on the north 
side of 650 N. Bring binoculars and a 
field guide.

09/17

08/20



F I E L D  S P A R R O W

BY DAVID L. EILER
REPRINTED FROM SEPTEMBER 2002

The kind of field that Field Sparrows 
like is a brushy old field, not a cultivated 
field. They also like weedy fence rows 
and woodland edges, but will not be 
found inside a woods. This causes Field 
Sparrow populations to fluctuate as 
agricultural practices change. When 
farms are abandoned they turn into old 
fields that make good Field Sparrow 
habitat and populations increase. When 
old fields are returned to farming or 
converted to housing developments Field 
Sparrows are eliminated. Field Sparrows 
do not adapt to the presence of humans 
and seldom come to bird feeders.

Like Chipping Sparrows, Field 
Sparrows have a rust-colored crown, 
mottled brownish back, two white wing 
bars, and unmarked whitish underparts. 

But they have a pink beak, pink legs, 
and a faint rusty eye line. Their song 
is a series of notes on the same pitch 
speeding up to a trill at the end.

Field Sparrows usually build nests on 
the ground for the their first brood, but 
then in bushes for later broods. The cup-
shaped nest is made of grass, weed stems, 
and leaves. It is built primarily by the 
female with some help from the male. She 
lays three or four oblong eggs that may be 
pale greenish, bluish, or cream-colored, 
with reddish-brown or purplish dots and 
blotches concentrated at the large end. 
Starting with a first brood in May, a pair of 
Field Sparrows may raise as many as three 
broods in a single summer. But Brown-
headed Cowbird females frequently lay 
eggs in Field Sparrow nests. This greatly 
reduces the number of Field Sparrow 
young that are fledged in a season.



F I E L D  S P A R R O W

Field Sparrows migrate to the 
southern states for the winter but 
return to their nesting range as early 
as March when insects start to become 
available. Besides insects their diet 
also includes a variety of weed and 
grass seeds. They often alight on grass 
or weed stems and bend them down to 
the ground to get at the seeds.

Along with the Field Sparrow 
(Spizella pusilla), there are six other 
members of the Spizella genus. The 
two that we see in northern Indiana 
are the Chipping Sparrow (Spizella 
passerina) during the summer, and 
the American Tree Sparrow (Spizella 
arborea) during the winter. Both occur 
from coast to coast. The Clay-colored 
Sparrow (Spizella pallida) nests in 
the northern Great Plains. Brewer's 
Sparrow (Spizella breweri) breeds 

from the western edge of the Great 
Plains westward through the Rocky 
Mountains and Great Basin. The Black-
chinned Sparrow (Spizella atrogularis) 
occurs in southern California, Arizona, 
and New Mexico. Worthen's Sparrow 
(Spizella wortheni) is found only in 
northeastern Mexico.

The Spizella Sparrows belong to 
the Emberizidae Family that includes 
Grassquits, Seedeaters, Buntings, 
Towhees, Flowerpiercers, Western 
Hemisphere Sparrows, and some 
Finches. The family is widespread 
in both the Eastern and Western 
Hemispheres. Spizella Sparrows are not 
related to the House Sparrow (Passer 
domesticus) which belongs to the 
Eastern Hemisphere family Passeridae 
that includes Old World Sparrows and 
Snowfinches.
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N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  T I P P E C A N O E  A U D U B O N  S O C I E T Y

TIPPE TOPICS
OCTOBER, NOVEMBER 2016

Saturday, October 22nd at 10:00 am
Seven Pillars Nature Preserve (MIAMI CO.)

FIELD TRIPS
Dr. Dave Hicks will lead a hike at Seven 

Pillars Nature Preserve in Miami county.
This preserve, on the south side of the 

Mississinewa River, provides great views 
of the limestone pillars which give the 
preserve its name, as well as fall colors on 
the river bluff. 

Directions: From Peru take Broadway 

south 0.3 miles to Riverside Dr./SR 124 
and turn left (east). Travel 2.5 miles 
to Mississinewa Rd. (300 E) and turn 
right (south). Travel 1.3 miles to 200 S 
(Mississinewa Rd.) and turn left (east). 
Travel 0.75 miles to the to the preserve 
on the right. Parking area is 0.1 miles east 
of 3555 E. Mississinewa, Peru, IN 46790.

For more information, please contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu

Saturday, November 19th at 10:00 am
Kokiwanee Nature Preserve (WABASH CO.)

Dr. Dave Hicks will lead a hike at 
Kokiwanee Nature Preserve in southern 
Wabash county.

This site borders the Salamonie gorge, 
which was cut by the drainage of Glacial 
Lake Maumee. The varied topography 
is unusual for this part of the state, and 
plant communities range from second-
growth forests to cliff faces to fens. Over 

450 vascular plant species have been 
documented in this preserve.

Directions: From Lagro, take SR 524 
(Davis St.) south 0.75 miles. When SR 
524 curves to the east, continue east onto 
Hanging Rock Rd., leaving SR 524. Travel 
1.2 miles and turn right (south) on 500 E. 
Travel 1.5 miles, as 500 E. turns into 50 S. 
(Mater Rd.) The Preserve is on the right.

11/19

10/22



AMERICAN WHITE PELICAN

BY BETH DEIMLING

You may not think the American White 
Pelican (Pelecanus erythrorhynchos) is 
an Indiana bird, but while it has not been 
found nesting here, it is possible to see 
them here, especially in spring, but also, 
infrequently, in the fall. Most published 
distribution maps exclude Indiana 
even from their migration routes, but a 
check of eBird sighting maps gives one 
the impression that these are birds that 
are likely to wander. Numbers of birds 
sighted in Indiana in the spring (March 
& April) have been steadily climbing, 
especially since 2005. In April 2014, 
1,000 white pelicans were seen at Goose 
Pond Fish & Wildlife Area, which seems 
to have become a significant stopover 
area on the eastern fringes of the White 
Pelican migratory route. They have been 

seen in migration from the longshore 
tower at Indiana Dunes State Park, at 
Willow Slough Fish & Wildlife Area, at 
Potato Creek State Park, and even as 
close as Lake Manitou, at Rochester.

One of the largest of North American 
birds, standing 4 feet tall and with a 
9-foot wingspan, they are much larger 
than brown pelicans. They are, in fact, 
among the heaviest flying birds in the 
world at 16 pounds, but are world-class 
soaring birds and spectacular fliers, with 
flocks often soaring very high in the air, 
advancing in formation, or wheeling and 
circling in unison. Adults are white, with 
black flight feathers that can only be seen 
when they are in flight. Bills and legs are 
yellow-orange, paler on immatures and 
non-breeding adults. Immature birds 
are mostly white, but head, neck and 



AMERICAN WHITE PELICAN
back are dusky. While brown pelicans 
spectacularly plunge-dive to catch fish, 
white pelicans scoop fish only from 
the water’s surface, often upending 
like a dabbling duck. American White 
Pelicans feed in shallow lakes, rivers, 
and marshes. Often hunting for food in 
groups using synchronized bill dipping, 
they will form a line and start swimming 
towards shore while flapping their wings 
and herding their prey towards the shore. 
Adults eat up to three pounds of fish per 
day, primarily rough fish of little value to 
humans. They also eat salamanders and 
crayfish.
Breeding mostly in south-central Canada 
(Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta), 
as well as Minnesota, the Dakotas, 
and Montana, and a few disjunct more 
westerly breeding areas, American 
White Pelicans typically breed on 
isolated islands in freshwater lakes, or on 
ephemeral islands in shallow wetlands. 
They breed in colonies, and there are 
fewer than 60 of these colonies in total, 
making them vulnerable to predation and 
habitat loss. They are easily disturbed 
during nesting, often abandoning nests 
if disturbed. The female lays 1-3 white 
eggs in a depression on the ground or 
on a mound of vegetation and dirt, made 
only with materials from the immediate 
vicinity of the nest. Both parents incubate 
the eggs, but as incubation patches are 
absent, both sexes incubate by holding 
eggs under large foot webs. Eggs hatch 
in about a month. If the female lays more 
than one egg, usually only the strongest 
chick will survive. Chicks are born naked, 
but within a week they are covered with 
white down. Chicks leave the nest and 
join a pod of young pelicans when they 
are 17-28 days old. Chicks fledge when 

they are about 10 weeks old. Adults are 
usually silent, except for frequent low, 
brief grunts at the colony site. Young 
are more vocal; loud begging calls by 
hundreds of older young at a colony can 
produce a large volume of sound.

White pelicans spend winters mainly 
on coastal waters along the Gulf of 
Mexico, from Florida to Mexico, and also 
along the Pacific Coast. During winter, 
they can be found in shallow, protected 
bays and estuaries, as well as a little 
distance inland, and also on large lakes 
in warm climates. Most populations are 
migratory. Some populations on the 
Texas coast and in Mexico are permanent 
residents, and some nonbreeding birds 
remain through summer on their winter 
range, especially in Florida. They migrate 
by day, generally in large flocks, stopping 
on lakes, and rivers to rest and feed. 
Populations breeding east of the Rocky 
Mountains migrate primarily southward 
and eastward towards the coast of the 
Gulf of Mexico. Populations breeding 
west of the Rocky Mountains move 
primarily southward to California and 
the west coast of Mexico, rarely eastward. 
Of course, these generalizations have 
their rare exceptions, with some groups 
actually crossing the continental divide 
to winter mostly along the Pacific rather 
than Atlantic coastline.

Other than their great size, tremendous 
soaring ability, and a bill that becomes a 
huge scoop while fishing, white pelicans 
have another unusual feature. When 
breeding, adults — both male and female 
— grow an odd laterally flattened plate 
or bump on the top of the bill. This hard 
bump falls off after breeding.



TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY

Dragonflies & Damselflies
Please join us for Tippecanoe Audubon Society’s Annual Dinner. It’s a great chance to 
make new friendships or renew old ones! Good food and interesting topics! This year’s 
event will feature speaker Jeff Ormiston. With his stunning close-up photographs and 
engaging style, Jeff will introduce us to the common dragonflies and damselflies of 
Northern Indiana, and provide tips on how to identify the different species. Jeff will 
also tell us about their natural history.

Dragonflies and damselflies are second only to butterflies in attracting as much 
favorable attention to the insect world as warblers do in the bird world. They are 
acrobatic flyers, they come in a wide range of stunning colors, and some of them even 
migrate long distances. As with birds, a wide array of species are present in the warm 
months, and they occur in a range of habitats. Also, they have great common names, 
sexual dimorphism (males and females are often differently colored), and binoculars 
are handy to view them in their full glory!

Jeff is currently a naturalist with the Allen County Parks and Recreation department, 
where he has been since his retirement from the steel industry in 2013. Jeff is an 
Indiana Master Naturalist, an Indiana Master Gardener, a certified Interpretive Guide, 
an excellent photographer, and a man with great curiosity about the natural world. 
Won’t you join us for this fascinating glimpse into the world of bird-like insects?

NOVEMBER 8Reservations 
must be made by

From 
Meadowhawks 

to
Jewelwings



TUESDAY,  
NOVEMBER 15

Annual Dinner

Dragonflies & Damselflies

Lemon rosemary chicken
Ravioli
Roasted sweet potatoes
Fresh Roma vegetables
Carrot cake
Beverage Service  
(Coffee, Hot Tea, Iced Tea and Water)

If you would like to attend the program but, do not wish to join us for dinner, 
please arrive at 7:00 p.m. There is no charge if you only attend the program. 

Contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or  
djhicks@manchester.edu to reserve your spot.

THE  
MENU 

INCLUDES 

Cost of dinner is $10

of Northern Indiana

Tuesday, November 15 (dinner at 6:00 pm, presentation at 7:00 pm)
Hoff Room, Manchester University Student Union (Jo Young Switzer Center)

6:00 pm

at



S A V E  T H E  D A T E

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31

2016 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT



BY AL CRIST

How does the old saying about not 
seeing go? Oh yes, it’s “There's none 
so blind as they that won't see”. I 
often think of this when I’m out and 
about with Beth, especially when it 
comes to spotting birds. One of my pet 
nicknames for her is “Hawkeye”. We’ve 
done a lot of birding together over the 
years and try as I might, I just can’t 
match her ability to spot birds. I really 
believe that the single best method 
to improve one’s birding skill is to 
consciously work on one’s power of 
observation, to always be scanning the 
surroundings for movement, color and 
shape. I still need to make a conscious 
effort to do this while Beth seems to 
just do it without even thinking about 
it. Will I ever get there? I’m not sure, 
but I sure am enjoying the attempted 
journey. On the few occasions when 
I’m able to point out a spotting to Beth 
(rather the usual other way around), it 
feels pretty darn good.

Here’s a case in point. In early September 
we were driving on Interstate 80 in 
eastern Illinois, on our way to a Wisconsin 
and Minnesota vacation. Beth is driving 
and I’m happily gazing out the window. 
Suddenly Beth says “what’s that flock of 
birds up ahead”? Naturally, I see nothing. 
Far ahead and up fairly high I finally spot 
a bit of movement. Now I’d be willing to 

bet that Beth is the only person for miles 
around that has seen this. I mean these 
birds appear as tiny specks high in the 
sky. Beth comments that they seem to 
change color as the flock banks from one 
direction to the next and as we get closer 
I see this is true. Flying in one direction 
they’re white and as they bank a bit and 
slightly change direction they’re seen as 
being much darker. We start to guess on 
identification. Seagulls? No, they’re not 
the right shape and they’re too big. As 
we get closer still we see they’re all over 
white with black flight feathers on their 
wings. We’re guessing the flock numbers 
75 to 100 birds. I get overexcited and 
blurt out “whooping cranes?” Finally, we 
figure it out. They’re pelicans! American 
White Pelicans on their southern 
migration!! What a wonderful sighting. I 
would have never noticed them.

Later on our trip we spot another flock of 
at least 70 on a small lake near Baraboo, 
Wisconsin. Beth was so inspired she’s 
written this issue’s Bird of the Month on 
white pelicans. It’s a good read. 

So, what’s the moral to the story? I’d say 
it’s “keep looking up”! And, every other 
direction too. And by the way, when 
Beth drives she never seems to notice 
road signs. I’m the one who has to do 
that for her! “Slow down dear, didn’t you 
see the sign?”

PRESIDENT'S CORNER
“keep looking up"

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
F o l l o w  U s  a t  f a c e b o o k . c o m / t i p p e c a n o e a u d u b o n s o c i e t y

V I S I T  U S  O N  T H E  W E B  AT  t ippeaudubon.org
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N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  T I P P E C A N O E  A U D U B O N  S O C I E T Y

TIPPE TOPICS
WINTER 2016

This is our 41st year participating in the 
National Audubon Society’s Christmas 
Bird Count. Teams of two or three people 
will be assigned to designated areas in 
our count circle (15-miles in diameter, 
centered on Oswego, IN). Birders of all skill 
levels participate and are welcome. Bring 
binoculars and dress warmly.

We will meet at 7:00 a.m. at the Bob Evans 
Restaurant in Warsaw where participants 
will receive information packages with maps 
and data forms. Count teams will then head 
to their areas and counting may continue 

until sunset (5:30 p.m.). However, counting 
until dusk is not required. If you live in the 
count circle you may choose to count birds 
at your home feeder. Participants are no 
longer required to pay fee.

The count will conclude with a compiling 
party and dinner, starting at 6:00 p.m., at the 
home of Dave Hicks and Deb Hustin, 721 
Wayne St., North Manchester, IN. Bring a 
dish to share if you’d like.

Saturday, December 31st at 7:00 am
Meet at Bob Evans (CENTER ST. & US 30, WARSAW)12/31

F O R T Y - F I R S T  A N N U A L

2016 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

THOSE INTERESTED MUST CONTACT DAVE 
HICKS AT DJHICKS@MANCHESTER.EDU OR 
(260) 982-2471 TO SIGN UP.



BY CASEY JONES

It is, perhaps, the only bird that any non-
birding American can easily get excited 
about. Personally, I've always hoped to use 
a Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) 
sighting to get someone excited about 
other birds. There's currently no evidence 
that these efforts have been fruitful. 

More experienced birdwatchers are not, 
by any means, immune to the excitement 
of a Bald Eagle sighting. My most-
memorable Bald Eagle sighting took place 
on a Christmas Bird Count a few years ago. 
Margit and I were trying to find openings 
between houses on Pike Lake where we 
could get a good view of a patch of open 
water. We managed to find a good spot for 
an unobstructed view of some open water 
and focused our 'nocs in on a codgery of 
coots. I searched through the sea of black 
feathers hoping to find something else 
when something large flew through my 

binoculars' field of view. I pulled my 'nocs 
down and found a Bald Eagle perched off to 
the side watching over the fleet of coots. 

I spent several years living pretty close to the 
Wabash River and I feel somewhat spoiled to 
have had such regular Bald Eagle sightings. 
As part of my work duties, I'm often running 
into people on the trails and they commonly 
ask where Bald Eagles can be found. Based 
on my own experience, I just tell 'em to go 
to Speedway in Wabash because I always 
see one around that area. Now, I expect that 
folks don't generally want to go to fueling 
stations in highly-developed areas to see 
wildlife, so then I suggest Salamonie State 
Park for a better experience. 

While a Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) 
sighting wouldn't be impossible, Bald Eagles 
are much more common in our region. Due 
to the time it takes for Bald Eagles to develop 
their adult (breeding) plumage — about five 
years — I suspect many large immature Bald 
Eagles are misidentified as Golden Eagles. 
There are a few subtle differences that will 
aid the observer in the field. Fortunately, 
eagle sightings ought to allow such time 
for the observer to distinguish between 
these two eagle species, as sightings aren't  
generally as fleeting as, say, a Winter Wren 
(Troglodytes hiemalis) sighting. 

I hope to check the 'Bald Eagle' box on this 
year's Chistmas Bird Count — whether 
or not it is as exciting as the previously-
mentioned experience. I hope that you, too, 
will be able to spot one this winter as Bald 
Eagle numbers in our region increase. 

Bald Eagles tend to become more common 
in our region during winter months as 
birds venture out from their northern 
territories in search of open water. Staff at 
our local reservoirs take advantage of these 
congregations and will promote events 
when the greatest number of eagles can 
be seen. Contact the interpretive centers to 
inquire about these events. 

BALD EAGLE



BY AL CRIST

Beth and I have had some great experiences 
this year, but I think the best is yet to come. 
I always say that the best day of the year 
is the day of the Tippecanoe Audubon 
Christmas Bird Count. You should consider 
giving it a try. It’s really a lot of fun and 
also a great opportunity to improve your 
winter birding skills.

The Christmas Bird Count (CBC) is how Beth 
and I first got involved with Tippecanoe 
Audubon. We had both been so-so casual 
birders for many years and finally decided 
that we wanted to get a little better at it. We 
didn’t know anyone in Tippe Audubon but 
signed up anyway hoping we wouldn’t be 
too embarrassed by our fairly pitiful birding 
skills. Well, we needn’t have worried. We 
had so much fun, met a bunch of helpful 
and welcoming people, and did learn a lot 
too. It inspired us to dive deeper into this 
wonderful hobby and get involved with 
Tippecanoe Audubon. Truthfully, I’d say I’m 
now a slightly better than average birder 
and realize how much I still don’t know. 
That’s one of the joys of birding; there’s 
always a lot more to learn.

Here’s how the CBC works at Tippe 
Audubon. You and your team members 
(usually 2 to 4 people) will spend most of the 
day counting birds within your count area, 
with the vast majority of your time spent in 
a car slowly cruising city streets and country 
roads on the lookout for birds. If you're a 
novice birder, you'll probably be paired up 
with one or two more experienced birders 

who will be extremely eager to help you out. 
When you see birds, you stop and count the 
number of each species. If it's a good-sized 
group of birds, you might get out of the 
car for a few minutes to make sure you've 
spotted everything and then you’re back in 
the car and off down the road. Snacks and 
a thermos of hot coffee or tea are a good 
idea. Beth and I stop for lunch at a local 
restaurant and afterwards we begin our 
afternoon session. The afternoon always 
seems slower, bird-wise, and by 2 or 3 pm 
most groups are finishing up, but if you’re 
gung-ho you can count until dark. Enjoy a 
day when your biggest concern is getting 
the count and species identification close-
to-correct on the birds you see. No other 
chores. No other worries to think about. A 
day solely devoted to observing wildlife. 
What a great day!

The National Audubon Society has been 
sponsoring the Christmas count since 1900. 
That's 115 years, and counting, of data on 
the population and distribution trends of 
North American bird species. Last year 
over 2,300 counts were conducted over the 
three-week period that counts can be made. 
The long-term perspective made possible by 
the CBC is vital for conservationists. It helps 
to form strategies to protect birds and their 
habitat — and helps identify environmental 
issues, with implications for people as well.

Circle December 31st on your calendars and 
get in touch with Dave Hicks at djhicks@
manchester.edu or 260-982-2471 to sign 
up. Won’t you join us for “the best day of the 
year”!

PRESIDENT'S CORNER
My Annual CBC Appeal

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
F o l l o w  U s  a t  f a c e b o o k . c o m / t i p p e c a n o e a u d u b o n s o c i e t y

V I S I T  U S  O N  T H E  W E B  AT  t ippeaudubon.org
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