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The 39th TAS Christmas Bird 
Count (115th national count) was held 
on December 27, 2014.  Participants 
were  Al Crist, Beth Deimling, Steve 
Doud, Alex Forsythe, Dave Hicks, Deb 
Hustin, Lana Jarrett, Casey Jones, John 
Kendall, Arlene Kindy, Stan Moore, 
Don Musselman, Lila O’Connell, 
Dan Pickett, Connie Pickett, Jennifer 
Saxinger and Jim Townsend.

The weather was relatively warm 
(40°F average for the day vs. a long 
term average of 24°F for the date), 
and all streams and lakes had open 
water, making for a relatively low 
number of waterfowl observed.  The 
total number of species seen was 59 
(plus one hybrid), and  of individuals 
6474.  Despite the rather unfavorable 
weather, the species count was close to 
our long term average of 58.  Some 
unusual species were seen, such as 
Horned Grebe, American Wigeon, 
Ring-necked Pheasant, Wild Turkey, 
and Sandhill Crane.  Counts of a few 
species were unusual, such as record 
high numbers of Brown Creeper and 
a low number of American Goldfinch.

3 9 T H  A N N U A L 
C H R I S T M A S 
B I R D  C O U N T

Canada Goose 986
Mute Swan 108
Gadwall 12
American Wigeon 1
Mallard 391
Mallard hybrid 6
Canvasback 18
Redhead 11
Ring-necked Duck 12
Lesser Scaup 65
Bufflehead 82
Common Goldeneye 77
Hooded Merganser 59
Ruddy Duck 8
Ring-necked Pheasant 1
Wild Turkey 76
Pied-billed Grebe 4
Horned Grebe  3
Great Blue Heron 3
Cooper's Hawk 3
Red-tailed Hawk 14
American Kestrel 10
American Coot 1336
Sandhill Crane 3
Ring-billed Gull 164
Herring Gull  10
Rock Dove 115
Mourning Dove 207
Eastern Screech Owl 2
Barred Owl 2

RESULTS



Belted Kingfisher 4
Red-headed Woodpecker 2
Red-bellied Woodpecker 29
Downy Woodpecker 37
Hairy Woodpecker 7
Northern Flicker 9
Pileated Woodpecker 3
Blue Jay 62
American Crow 113
Horned Lark 111
Black-capped Chickadee 57
Tufted Titmouse 35
White-breasted Nuthatch 51
Brown Creeper 25
Carolina Wren 7
Golden-Crowned Kinglet 3
Eastern Bluebird 36
American Robin 3
European Starling 1020
Cedar Waxwing 12
American Tree Sparrow 185
Song Sparrow 5
Swamp Sparrow 4
White-crowned Sparrow 1
Dark-Eyed Junco 109
Northern Cardinal 84
Brown-headed Cowbird 8
House Finch 41
American Goldfinch 23
House Sparrow 599

RESULTS
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JOIN US FOR OUR FINAL 
ROUND OF PLUG PLANTING 
AT THE MARSH. 

WE HAD A LOT OF FUN LAST 
TIME!



F-G WOODS
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 9:00 AM
FLORY-GEMMER WOODS NATURE PRESERVE (LIBERTY MILLS)

We will visit Tippecanoe Audubon 
Society's Flory-Gemmer Woods 
Preserve, which has a nice mix of older 
forest, young forest and open fields. The 
varied environment provides habitat for 
a diversity of birds, plants and other 
wildlife. If time permits, we will also 
visit our other sanctuaries in the area. 
Bring binoculars.

The preserve is east of Liberty 
Mills. From SR 13, just north of North 
Manchester, turn east at the sign for 
Liberty Mills. Follow the county road 
through town and continue on CR 
1425N (becomes 1400N) for about 1½ 
miles. Turn left (north) at CR 500E and 
look for the parking area on the left in 
about ½ mile.

For more information, please contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu

Save the Date
Tuesday

19
5:30 pm

MAY

FIELD
TRIP

Join us for this exciting program about the characteristics and features of wetlands, in general, 
as well as an overview of the progress that we have made restoring the Flory-Gemmer Marsh.

We will take a field trip on the following Saturday, May 23rd, to visit the marsh and see the 
results in person. We've reason to celebrate how far we've come and we will discuss the current 
state and what's left to be done. 

JYS Center Hoff Room

WETLANDS
AND THE FLORY-GEMMER MARSH

PRESENTED BY DAVE HICKS



Al Crist, President
al@lakelandnursery.com

PRESIDENT'S 

CORNER

THE WINTER BLAHS
BY AL CRIST

Do you have a case of the winter blahs? 
Does February seem like that 12 week period 
between January and March? If you answered 
“yes” and “yes” then you definitely need to give 
the Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) 
a try. From Friday, February 13th through 
Monday the 16th, birders around the world 
will count bird species numbers and report 
their sightings to BirdCount.org.

GBBC is sponsored jointly by the 
National Audubon Society, the Cornell Lab 
of Ornithology, and Bird Studies Canada. 
Last year, birders in 135 countries submitted 
over 144,000 checklists. Participating is a heck 
of a lot of fun and the data obtained by the 
count is incredibly useful to scientists. You can 
count birds all day for all four days, or count 
as little as 15 minutes on one day, or anything 
in between – your choice! I usually count 
from our kitchen window, mainly watching 

the area around our four feeders but you can 
count anywhere – parks, wildlife preserves, 
anywhere! You can count from one spot or 

while taking a hike. You can submit 
multiple reports for different locations 
and different times of the day.

Scientists use the data compiled by 
the GBBC, along with that from other 
citizen-science projects such as the 
Audubon Christmas Bird count and 
e-Bird, to help fill in the “big picture” 

of what is happening with bird populations. 
Population data over time is critical in 
developing wildlife conservation strategies. To 
sign up and get instructions on participating, 
go to www.BirdCount.org.

Here's something else to brighten your 
day. It may not seem possible, but spring 
migration is really just around the corner. The 
first spring migrants begin to arrive back in 
Indiana in March, just a few weeks from now. 
Many species of ducks begin to arrive then. 
Early arriving songbirds include Killdeer, 
Eastern Phoebes, Tree Swallows, Field and 
Fox Sparrows, Yellow-rumped Warblers, and 
Red-winged Blackbirds. You can usually count 
on beginning to see soaring Turkey Vultures in 
March, and Woodcocks are among the earliest 
returning birds in our area.

Happy birding!

BECOME A FRIEND OF TIPPE!

Support our local chapter 
and conservation efforts by 
becoming a "Friend of Tippe" 

NEW NATIONAL MEMBERS:
Rita Kliza Winona Lake
Mary Brane La Fontaine
Judith Short North Manchester
Dan & Donna Klingerman Bourbon
Kim Harp Syracuse
Deb Wiggins Warsaw
Joseph Steinmetz Columbia City
Robert M. Bailey Rochester



AMERICAN COOT
BY DAVE HICKS

If you focus your binoculars on the 
right local lake at the right time of year, 
you might think you’ve found some 
aberrant form of wallpaper, composed of 
a multitude of dark dots with white noses. 
But fear not, it’s only a migratory flock of 
American Coots (Fulica americana).

Coots are easily identified by their rotund 
shape, funereal black and grey markings, 
greenish-yellow feet and red eyes. They are 
about 12” long and weigh 1-2 pounds. When 
most people think of waterfowl, they think 
of ducks and their relatives such as geese and 
swans. Coots may indeed be part of flocks that 
include ducks and their relatives, but Coots are 
not very duck-like, nor are they closely related 
to ducks. Coot beaks are pointed and flattened 
from side to side unlike those of ducks. Coot 
bills have a black tip and a dark base. The 
feet of Coots, though large and adapted for 
swimming, lack the webs that ducks have 
between their toes, but do have smaller flaps. 
Their hoarse, rough voices are not very quack-
like. Coot flight and behavior patterns seem a 
bit clumsy. To become air-borne, they patter 
over the surface of the water before achieving 
liftoff. Coots are actually more closely related 
to rails, moorhens and cranes than to ducks, 
geese and swans.

Coots are rather duck-like in their 
feeding strategy. They dive for aquatic 
vegetation and occasional animal foods. 
Large migratory flocks can consume many 
tons of plant matter if they settle into a water 
body for an extended stay. Because of their 
diving abilities, they turn up in some Native 
American lore as the source of sediments 
used to rebuild the earth after a great flood.

The breeding grounds of Coots are 
primarily in the prairie pothole region of the 
Dakotas and adjacent Canadian provinces, 
with some isolated outposts around the Great 

Salt Lake and a few other western lakes. The 
breeding range does extend into the northern 
part of Indiana, although nesting Coots are 
uncommon here.

Nests are floating bowls of interwoven 
bulrushes, cattails and other vegetation that are 
attached to rooted plants. Coots may lay large 
numbers of eggs — up to 20 in a season. Like 
Brown-headed Cowbirds, they may be brood 
parasites — in other words, females may lay 
their eggs in the nest of other birds. However, 
unlike cowbirds, parasitic Coots usually lay 
their eggs in nests of other Coots. Nest-
owning Coots are diligent about rejecting eggs 
laid by other birds, and few young develop 
from parasitism. Baby Coots are able to leave 
the nest within a few hours of hatching. They 
have a rather showy orange and black color 
pattern. Survival of Coots from year to year is 
rather high; the oldest known Coot lived to be 
more than 20 years of age.

Coots are migratory between their breeding 
areas and wintering grounds that range from 
the Midwest through the southeastern US to 
Central America, the Caribbean islands and 
South America. They are night migrators and 
typically follow behind cold fronts in the fall. 
They often follow streams and may settle in 
large feeding aggregations during the day. 



PISGAH MARSH
SATURDAY, MARCH 21, 9:00 AM
N E A R  N O R T H  W E B S T E R ,  I N D I A N A

The handicapped-accessible boardwalk 
gives a great view of the extensive wetlands 
south of Backwater Lake near North 
Webster.  This area has been a breeding site 
for Sandhill Cranes for several years, and 
they are sometimes seen here late in the 
year.  Many kinds of migrating waterfowl 
also stop here.  There is also a good look at 

a beaver dam at the end of the boardwalk.
Directions: From US 30 at Larwill, 

travel about 8 miles north on SR5 to CR 
850 and turn west (there is a sign at the 
turn).  Travel about ½ mile to the parking 
lot at the dead end.  A spotting scope will 
be provided, but if you have one, it may be 
useful to bring along.

For more information, please contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu

FIELD
TRIP

One peculiar report from the 1930’s described 
over 10,000 Coots migrating east on foot.

In our area, Coots are most common in 
the winter. They have been reported on all 
of our Christmas Counts from 1975 on, and 
on almost all May counts. However, because 
of their migration timing, they are far more 
common in the winter, with an average of over 
600 individuals reported per count (6th most 
abundant species) vs. only about 20 per count 
in May. Coots have increased significantly 
over time in our Christmas Counts. In the 
first 10 years of the count, average numbers 
were only 22 per year, but in the most recent 
10 years Coots averaged over 2,000 per count. 
In the US as a whole, their numbers have 
been stable in recent decades with a total 
population of about 3 million. However, the 
species underwent a sharp decline in the early 
1900’s due to hunting and habitat destruction.

Hunting coots currently is legal in the 
US, with over 700,000 killed per year in the 
late 1990’s. Most hunters seem to consider 
them inedible; however, the Internet contains 
a number of Coot recipes. One of these 
notes that, “I remembered a recipe that an 
old Mississippi River Rat had given me 
with the promise that it would make a coot 

absolutely delectable. I followed his recipe to 
the letter and after it was about half roasted 
my apartment stunk so bad that I took the 
coot out of the oven and dumped it outside in 
the garbage can.” Unfortunately, details of the 
recipe are not included.

The Coot genus also includes a Eurasian 
(Fulica atra) and Hawaiian species (Fulica 
alai), as well as several South American 
species. Coots belong to the Family Rallidae, 
which also includes Moorhens, Gallinules 
and Rails. This family is part of the Order 
Gruiformes, which includes Cranes and the 
Limpkin. A DNA-based study published 
this year found that this Order is most closely 
related to the Plover Order.

Finally, and perhaps hitting a little too close 
to home for some of us, why are older males 
sometimes known as coots? The connecting 
link seems to be the use of the word to refer 
to someone who is foolish (dating back to the 
1700's), perhaps describing the comparatively 
graceless flight and vocalizations of the bird. 
Another possibility is that the white facial 
shield at the base of the Coot bill resembles a 
bald head. In any case, the term “old coot” is not 
redundant, as a coot is not necessarily aged.
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JOIN US FOR OUR FINAL ROUND OF PLUG PLANTING AT THE MARSH. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 19, 10:00 AM
TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY on the web

acebook.com/tippecanoeaudubonsocietytippeaudubon.org
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BY JENSEN LASSITER

Back in 2012, bird researcher Bill 
Evans began establishing stations that 
would monitor night flight calls of 
migrating birds across eastern North 
America. Once an associate of the Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology, Evans designs 
and constructs his own microphones 
dedicated to capturing the night calls of 
migrating birds. Evans set up monitoring 
stations in New York state in the 1990’s. 
Evans would record bird calls on the 
soundtracks of VCR’s. As technology 
advanced, Evans began to directly record 
migratory bird calls to a computer. Evans 
started moving west and found a place 
near Toledo, Ohio: the Ottawa National 
Wildlife Refuge. While in Ohio, Evans 
began researching his next move for a 
good transect station.

Wanting to stay away from larger 
cities with big schools, Evans discovered 
Manchester High School, located in 
north-central Indiana. Evans contacted 
Manchester’s biology teacher, Mr. Jabin 
Burnworth. “I read about a few of the 
interesting projects he was involved 
with and also saw that we liked the same 
kind of music, so I thought it was worth 
a shot contacting him to see if he would 
be interested in the bird monitoring 
project. We clicked right away and he’s 
turned out to be a great host for the 
project,” Evans said.

What initially sparked Evans’ interest 
in birds is deep-seated. When Evans was 
young, his family moved to Rochester, 
Minnesota from Los Angeles. Evans, 
along with the neighborhood boys, would 
use slingshots filled with acorns from 
Burr Oak trees to fire at each other. “I was 
one of the younger kids and it was pretty 
terrifying. I remember hiding in a dense 
thicket of bushes for safety one day in late 
May, and while I was sitting there quietly, 
a small flock of warblers moved through 
the bushes feeding on insects. Some of the 
individuals came within a few feet of me 
and I was a astounded by how beautiful 
they were. My dad had a hobby of bird 
watching, and had taught me the common 
species where we had lived in California, 
but these were new species, and they were 
in their bright spring breeding plumage,” 
Evans explained. “I pretty much like all 
birds, but I’m especially fascinated by 
the species that engage in long-distance 
migration. I’m fascinated by the incredible 
navigation skills they have, and how their 
migration patterns evolved.”

Now, on top of Manchester’s 
greenhouse is a homemade directional 
microphone. The microphone is perched 
near the top and is pointed outward 
toward the sky. The microphone picks 
up sounds detected in an approximately 
60-degree cone that extends into the 
sky. Sounds that are emitted from birds, 
as well as other noises that are present, 

ACOUSTIC MONITORING STATION AT 
NORTH MANCHESTER HIGH SCHOOL 
CAPTURES NOCTURNAL FLIGHT CALL 
AUDIO AS PART OF A LONG-TERM STUDY 
TO MONITOR BIRD POPULATIONS



are then transformed into electric waves 
by a tiny hearing-aid microphone. The 
sound signal then travels to a computer 
in the back of Burnworth’s classroom. 
His computer records all of the sounds 
that are captured, from the evening into 
the morning. Specialized software sorts 
the signals to extract the bird calls. With 
the extracted signals, short sound files 
are transferred to a server, where they 
can be separated by species. “I’ve been 
impressed by how consistent the patterns 
of acoustic detection for many species 
are in each of the first three years of the 
study,” Evans commented.

When asked how the data collected 
would be used to further research, 
Evans says “One of the main utilities 
will be developing in index for long-
term population monitoring. Over time, 
the data being collected at night from 
Manchester High School will be a gauge 
for tracking the continental population 
changes for many species of migratory 
songbirds. I anticipate that once 
software is developed to automatically 
identify calls to species, the Manchester 
High data, along with that from other 
stations, will play an important role 
in environmental education in North 
America. You’ll be able to see what 
species are actively migrating across 
the continent.” The data have shown 
interesting results. Many of the birds 
that are recorded have very specific 
migration timing. However, within 
several species, not all of the individuals 
migrate at the same pace. In several of 
these cases, migration between males 
and females differs greatly, as well as 
between adults and young of the year. 
One example would be the Sharp-Tailed 
Sandpiper which breeds in certain areas 
of Siberia. When the offspring are 
hatched, the adult sandpipers migrate to 
Australia. The young remain in Siberia 

to feed until they are ready to migrate, 
then they migrate eastward, across the 
Pacific Ocean to Canada. They spend 
about a month there, then they return 
back to Siberia. The sandpipers fly over 
seven thousand miles.

Since monitoring started in North 
Manchester, the bird species most 
often detected has been the Henslow’s 
Sparrow. Abundance of migrating 
species has differed greatly depending 
on the area. “When you get to the 
north pole, there is no bird migration, 
and as you go southward, you get more 
and more species, at least until you get 
to Central America. All of the migrant 
songbirds that nest in the eastern half 
of Canada migrate in the spring and fall 
over North Manchester. There are a few 
southern species that we have detected 
that are near the northern limit of their 
breeding range at North Manchester — 
for example, the Hooded Warbler.

Evans has been surprised with the 
counts, which are much higher than 
expected. During a phone call with Mr. 
Evans, passion for this project was noted. 
“I want to add to our knowledge. I want 
to record these migratory birds and how 
they leave every year, yet always manage 
to come back to the same place! I want 
to document and record these birds. 
There’s nothing better than this job. 
There’s something special about sitting 
back and listening to birds fly through 
the night. It ’s great to follow something 
that you can say you passionately love, 
regardless of anything else. You’re so 
blessed to have a teacher or a mentor 
who encourages your passion, who 
develops that passion along with you, 
who makes you pursue your dreams.”



GREIDER’S WOODS
SATURDAY, APRIL 18, 9:30 AM
TRI-COUNTY FISH AND GAME AREA (DIRECTIONS BELOW)

We will visit this small area of old 
growth forest in search of big trees, spring 
flowers and spring migrant birds. We will 
also visit nearby Spear Lake, where we 
have seen Ospreys and Sandhill Cranes.

From Indian Village, located on SR 5 
about three miles south of Cromwell, or 
13 miles north of US 30, take CR 75 N 
southwest to a ‘T’ with County Line Road. 

Follow County Line Road about a half-
mile south to the Spear Lake road. Turn 
west and follow the road to a small parking 
lot at the entrance to the Greider’s Woods 
trail (sign is across the road from parking.) 
Bring binoculars and field guide.

For more information on Greider’s 
Woods, including directions, visit our 
website, tippeaudubon.org.

For more information, please contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu

FIELD
TRIP

WILDFLOWER HIKE

SUNDAY, MAY 3, 10:00 AM
KOKIWANEE NATURE PRESERVE (NEAR LAGRO)

Dr. Dave Hicks will lead a hike at 
ACRES Land Trust's Kokiwanee Nature 
Preserve in southern Wabash county. 
This site borders the Salamonie gorge, 
which was cut by the drainage of Glacial 
Lake Maumee. The varied topography 
is unusual for this part of the state, and 
plant communities range from second-
growth forests to cliff faces to fens. Over 
450 vascular plant species have been 

documented in this preserve, within 
which an excellent display of wildflowers 
can be found.

Directions: From Lagro, take SR 524 
(Davis St.) south 0.75 miles. When SR 
524 curves to the east, continue east onto 
Hanging Rock Rd., leaving SR 524. Travel 
1.2 miles and turn right (south) on 500 E. 
Travel 1.5 miles, as 500 E. turns into 50 S. 
(Mater Rd.) The Preserve is on the right.

Tippecanoe
Audubon Society

PRESENTED BY:

More information at facebook.com/ACRES.LT and acreslandtrust.org



Please join the Tippecanoe Audubon 
Society for the annual “Big May Day Bird 
Count” on May 9. The objective of the 
BMDBC is to count the number of birds 
of each species occurring in a participating 
county from midnight to midnight on 
the second Saturday in May. This data 
snapshot provides a valuable scientific 
record of the bird populations occurring 
each year in Indiana. The results will be 
compiled, analyzed, and published in the 
Indiana Audubon Quarterly.

This will be TAS’s 39th year 
participating in this count, which is 
sponsored by the Indiana Audubon Society. 
We will cover all of Kosciusko County 
to document the spring migration. This 
should be a great time to get your annual 
look at warblers, thrushes, and shorebirds 
as they pass through our area. Typically, 
our group observes over 125 species in this 
count. Both experienced and novice birders 
are needed, and you may participate for a 
whole day or part of a day. 

To participate, contact Greg Clark at (260) 982-7588 or  
e-mail GWClark@manchester.edu

SATURDAY, MAY 9, 7 :00 AM
M E E T  A T  R E S T A U R A N T  I N  W A R S A W

B I G  M A Y  D A Y

B I R D  C O U N T



SWAINSON'S THRUSH

BY CASEY JONES

The Swainson’s Thrush (Catharus 
ustulatus) is a Nearctic-neotropical 
migratory bird, a fairly common spring and 
summer visitor in and around the dense 
forests of our region. It passes through 
here from both its breeding grounds in the 
Northern United States and Canada and 
its wintering range in Central and South 
America.  It’s so common that the photo 

above was shot from my front window! 
However, at the time this newsletter reaches 
you, it’s rather unlikely you’ll observe the 
Swainson Thrush. According to eBird1, 
fewer than 2% of total observations during 
April are made in Northen Indiana. 

I won’t highlight the species’ 
characteristic visual and audible features 
— that’s what your bird identification 
guide is for. Instead I’ll describe the 



species’ seasonal movements as well as its 
adaptability to long-distance migration, 
focusing specifically on the evolution of 
these migration routes.

There are two subspecies of Swainson’s 
thrushes: the russet-backed (C. u. ustulatus) 
and the olive-backed (C. u. swansonii). 
While I was reluctant to split these 
subspecies for the purposes of this article, 
an important reason for doing so concerns 
how we are able to study migration routes 
in passerines. The russet-backed chiefly 
occupies the Pacific coastal regions whereas 
the olive-backed occupies the inland 
regions of North and South America. Why 
this divergence between the subspecies, and 
to what degree do the two subspecies differ?

The primary difference between the 
two subspecies is defined by their range. 
While some debate exists whether 
divergence began to take place before or 
after the Pleistocene epoch, compelling 
evidence supports late-Pleistocene 

divergence2. That is, as the glaciers 
retreated in North America, the olive-
backed subspecies was able to exploit 
the new inland habitat rather than 
being restricted to a migratory route 
along the Pacific coast, the latter route 
now predominantly occupied by the 
russet-backed.

Visual and audible characteristics 
are rather indistinguishable, but 
abundant research has found significant 
differences at a molecular level between 
the two subspecies3, likely a result of 
the geographic divergence. As species 
diverged and no longer occupied 
the same range, so too their genetics 
diverged. This explanation for the 
evolution of migratory routes can also 
be recognized and understood for 
many other passerines throughout our 
region as well as these species’ western 
cohorts such as bluebirds, flickers and 
meadowlarks.

Life History
Habitat: During migration, Swainson’s Thrushes occupy a wide variety of habitats, 
seeking mainly areas with dense undergrowth. Look for migrants especially in 
forests, canyon bottoms, young woodland, swamp forests, lake edges, and parks.4

Diet: Swainson’s Thrushes eat largely insects and arthropods during the breeding 
season; they also eat fruits, particularly in fall and winter. They tend to reject 
yellow fruits and favor red ones.4

Nesting: Fine twigs, stems, grass, moss, bark shreds, and decayed leaves, and 
lined inside with skeletonized leaves, rootlets, lichens, or moss.4

1 eBird Basic Dataset. Version: EBD_relAug-2014. Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology, Ithaca, New York. Aug 2014.
2 Ruegg, K.C. and T.B. Smith. 2002. Not as the crow flies: a historical 
explanation for circuitous migration in Swainson’s thrush 
(Catharus ustulatus). The Royal Society 269:1375-1381

3 Ruegg, K., H. Slabbekoorn, S. Clegg and T.B. Smith. 2006. 
Divergence in mating signals correlates with ecological variation 
in the migratory songbird, Swainson’s thrush (Catharus ustulatus). 
Molecular Ecology 15:3147-3156
4 All About Birds. Cornell University. http://www.allaboutbirds.org

A group of thrushes are collectively known as a "hermitage" and a "mutation" of thrushes.

Birds   a Feather



Tuesday

19
5:30 pm

MAY
JOIN US FOR THIS EXCITING PROGRAM ABOUT THE CHARACTERISTICS 
AND FEATURES OF WETLANDS, IN GENERAL, AS WELL AS AN OVERVIEW 
OF THE PROGRESS THAT WE HAVE MADE RESTORING THE FLORY-
GEMMER MARSH.

WE WILL TAKE A FIELD TRIP ON THE FOLLOWING SATURDAY, MAY 23RD, TO 
VISIT THE MARSH AND SEE THE RESULTS IN PERSON. WE'VE REASON TO 
CELEBRATE HOW FAR WE'VE COME AND WE WILL DISCUSS THE CURRENT 
STATE AND WHAT'S LEFT TO BE DONE. MORE DETAILS ON THE NEXT PAGE.

JYS Center Hoff Room

PRESENTED BY DAVE HICKS

2015
SPRING

PROGRAM
WETLANDS
AND THE FLORY-GEMMER MARSH



TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY BOARD MEMBERS 
WILL HOST A GUIDED TOUR OF THE FLORY-
GEMMER MARSH AND HIGHLIGHT PROGRESS IN 
RESTORING THIS 19-ACRE WETLAND. THIS FIELD 

TRIP WILL OFFER AN UP-CLOSE VIEW OF THE DETAILS THAT WILL PRESENTED 
AT THE SPRING PROGRAM (MORE DETAILS ON THE PREVIOUS PAGE).

THE PRESERVE IS EAST OF LIBERTY MILLS. FROM SR 13, JUST NORTH 
OF NORTH MANCHESTER, TURN EAST AT THE SIGN FOR LIBERTY MILLS. 
FOLLOW THE COUNTY ROAD THROUGH TOWN AND CONTINUE ON CR 1425N 
(BECOMES 1400N) FOR ABOUT 1½ MILES. THE PARKING AREA IS ON THE 
LEFT (NORTH) SIDE OF THE ROAD. IF YOU ARRIVE AT CR 500E, YOU'VE GONE 
SLIGHTLY TOO FAR EAST.

Saturday

23
9:00 am

MAY

FIELD
TRIP FLORY-GEMMER MARSH



Al Crist, President
al@lakelandnursery.com

PRESIDENT'S CORNER
BY AL CRIST

I hope you've enjoyed following the progress of our Flory-Gemmer Marsh restoration 
in the newsletter the last few years. For a fairly small local Audubon chapter, TAS was 
audacious to even think of restoring this thoroughly degraded 19-acre marsh. And here 
we are, 6 years since we began, with our restoration work nearly finished.
• Initial planning and consultation with U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service .............................
• Agricultural drainage tiles located and removed ..............................................................
• Fund raising begun ...........................................................................................................
• Water control structure installed ......................................................................................
• More fund raising .............................................................................................................
• Grant applications made ..................................................................................................
• Invasive plants that completely smothered the marsh mostly eliminated .......................
• Still more fund raising (you all must have been getting sick of it by now!) ....................
• Contractors paid ...............................................................................................................
• Over $8000 of native plant seed purchased and sown by volunteers ..............................
• FUND RAISING!! GRANT APPLICATIONS!!! (More of both)............................
• 2,500 native plant plugs purchased and planted by volunteers ........................................
• View a marsh transformed — wonderful native plants in bloom and birds, birds, birds! 

Wow, that's a lot of check marks, and none of them, except the last, came easy. We still 
have another 850 plugs to plant this spring and then years more of continued scouting 
and spot elimination of invasive plants. Your monetary contributions have been amazing! 
We could not have gotten this far without them. Thank you!!

We have two great events planned for May that will give you an up close look at what 
we've done with this fantastic restoration. TAS Board Member Dr. Dave Hicks, Professor 
of Biology at Manchester University and botanist extraordinaire, will present our spring 
program on Tuesday evening, May 19th. He'll give an in depth presentation of the history 
of the restoration of this wonderful marsh. This is a great program that you'll not want to 
miss. I saw Dave give this program to another group in January and, believe me, you'll really 
enjoy seeing it. And then on the following Saturday 
morning, May 23rd, meet Dave, me, and other TAS 
board members at the marsh for a guided tour. Many 
of the native plants should be in bloom and it ought 
to be a great time for some serious birding. 
For complete details on these great events, 
see the event listings elsewhere in this 
newsletter. Hope to see you all there!

TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY on the web

acebook.com/tippecanoeaudubonsocietytippeaudubon.org



Prevent birds
from flying into
windows.

www.BirdSavers.com

Acopian
BirdSaversTM

Elegant solution.
Simple design.
It works!

BirdSavers™
BY CONNIE DOUD

Years ago I agreed to try to come up with 
an article on window strikes and how to 
prevent them.  I didn't find too much to work 
up and sort of gave up. 

Recently, I was listening to NPR and 
heard an interview with a guy who has figured 
out a way to make a dent.  He claims his 
BIRD SAVERS has dramatically cut window 
strikes.  The best news is he is not in it for the 
money and therefore provides instructions to 
make your own on the website if you choose 
to not want to spend the money to buy them.  
I have copied the instructions and we hope 
to try this.  We've had so many strikes this 
winter and figure the sun and snow make a 
bad combination for reflection.  We eventually 
abandoned one set of feeders because of the 
kill rate.  Screens do help because they bounce 
off most of the time.  We can't put screens on 
the bigger windows, however.

SUPPORT TAS
There are many ways to support our organization. If you are receiving 
this newsletter by mail, you are likely already a national member 
of the Audubon Society or you are a friend of Tippecanoe Audubon 
Society (TAS). We would like to sincerely thank you for your 
continued support. We invite your participation at our bi-monthly 
board meetings in addition to our programs and monthly field trips. 
Please e-mail bcjones@tippeaudubon.org for more details.

Support our local chapter 
and conservation efforts by 
becoming a "Friend of Tippe" 

NEW NATIONAL MEMBERS:
Gary Hogle North Manchester
Ladonne Rader Akron
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June & July 2015 Volume 41, Number III

N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  T I P P E C A N O E  A U D U B O N  S O C I E T Y

Cass, Fulton, Kosciusko, Marshall,  
Miami, Noble, Wabash, Whitley Counties, Indiana

TOPICS

SUNDAY, JULY 26, 12:00 NOON
A S H E R W O O D  N A T U R E  P R E S E R V E

We will provide tableware, meat and drinks. Please bring a dish to share. A hike will 
follow lunch. Directions: From Wabash take SR 13 south to SR 124 and turn right (west). 
Travel 5.4 miles to the nature preserve on the right. Address is 7496 W. SR 124, Wabash, IN 
46992.



G L E N N W O O D 
SUNDAY, JUNE 7, 7:00 AM
GLENNWOOD NATURE PRESERVE (DIRECTIONS BELOW)

Glennwood contains a circumneutral 
bog (with a neutral pH near 7.0), one 
of only 15 in Indiana. The bog once was 
a lake, but it is now nearly filled with a 
springy mat of mosses, ferns and sedges 
resting on a bed of peat. Poison sumac, pin 
oak, willow and red maple surround the 
bog area. In the forest around the bog grow 

Canadian mayflower, shiny club moss and 
sarsaparilla, as well as cinnamon, crested 
shield and royal ferns.

From Etna Green take US 30 east 3.75 
miles to 700 W and turn left (north). Travel 
4.2 miles to its end at 650 N. The property 
is straight ahead on the north side of 650 
N. Bring binoculars and a field guide.

For more information, please contact Casey Jones at (260) 637-2273 or cjones@acreslandtrust.org

FIELD
TRIP

SUPPORT TAS
There are many ways to support our organization. If you are receiving 
this newsletter by mail, you are likely already a national member 
of the Audubon Society or you are a friend of Tippecanoe Audubon 
Society (TAS). We would like to sincerely thank you for your 
continued support. We invite your participation at our bi-monthly 
board meetings in addition to our programs and monthly field trips. 
Please e-mail bcjones@tippeaudubon.org for more details.

NEW NATIONAL MEMBERS:
Nathan Myers South Whitley
Mary Jane Magee Columbia City
Kevin & Jere Michel Columbia City
Doris Studebaker South Whitley
Dianne Wion North Manchester
Donna Renie Rochester

NEW FRIENDS OF TIPPE

Gary Hogle 
North Manchester



For more information, please contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu

PIGEON RIVER
SATURDAY, JUNE 20, 10:00 AM
PIGEON RIVER FISH & WILDLIFE AREA (DIRECTIONS BELOW)

We will visit fens and other natural 
areas at Pigeon River in LaGrange County. 
Fens are wetlands that receive alkaline 
groundwater flow, and therefore differ from 
bogs, which are more acidic because the 
water is supplied from precipitation. These 
fens has populations of several species of 
orchids, carnivorous plants, and other 
unusual plants. We will check wetlands 
and fields for marsh birds, flycatchers 
and Sandhill cranes. For maps and more 
information on the site, see http://www.
in.gov/dnr/fishwild/3086.htm.

We will meet at the Pigeon River 
Fish and Wildlife Area office. The 
address is 8310 E. 300 N., Mongo 
(or Howe in some sources), Indiana. 
From the town of Mongo, on SR 3 in 
LaGrange County, travel east about 1/2 
mile on CR 300N to the headquarters 
area (restrooms and picnic area nearby). 
Since we will be walking in wet areas, 
wear high boots or footwear that can get 
wet and dirty. Bringing insect repellent 
would not be a bad idea.

FIELD
TRIP

TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY on the web

acebook.com/tippecanoeaudubonsocietytippeaudubon.org

Stockbridge Audubon Society Events
Stockbridge Audubon, based in Fort Wayne, has a very active group of serious 
birders. Their fireld trips, conducted most weekends, are open to the public. For 
further information, go to stockbridgeaudubon.org or contact Jim Haw by phone 
(260) 485-7802 or e-mail Jhawillet@aol.com

Sunday, July 12: Trine State Recreation Area.  Meet at 8:00 a.m. at the Visitor's 
Center (on the lake next to the boat docks) at Trine State Recreation Area (across 
from Pokagon State Park). Picnic lunch will be provided. Return around 1:00 p.m.  
Leaders: Alex Forsythe (indy.bird.luvr@gmail.com) and Terri Gorney

Tuesday, August 11, 6:30 p.m: Movie night at Fox Island: "Lost Bird Project"



COMMON YELLOWTHROAT

BY AL CRIST

I was so happy to see Common 
Yellowthroats on our recent field trip 
to Tippecanoe Audubon's ongoing 
restoration at Flory-Gemmer Marsh. 
What a great little bird this is: colorful, an 
excellent vocalist, and unlike other Warbler 
species, easily observed.

Common Yellowthroat (Geothlypis 
trichas) is one of the most common and 
widespread Warblers in North America. 
It's breeding range spans the continent, 
absent only in northern Canada, most of 
Alaska, and drier parts of the American 
Southwest. It overwinters in the southern 
U.S., Mexico, the Caribbean, Central 
America, and northern South America. 

Spring migrants usually reach southern 
Indiana by mid-April and northern Indiana 
by early-May. Fall migration is drawn out, 
with some birds leaving as early as early 
August, and with most birds gone by the 
end of November. However, individuals 
have occasionally been recorded on various 
Christmas Bird Counts in Indiana.

The male is distinctively marked and 
would be hard to confuse with any other 
bird. Its back and tail are olive-green and 
the undersides are mostly yellow with its 
upper chest and throat an especially bright 
lemon-yellow. Its most memorable feature 
is the bold black mask worn by male birds, 
giving it one of its nicknames, “bandit 
bird”. Females and immature birds are 



COMMON YELLOWTHROAT
similarly colored, but somewhat drabber 
and lacking the male's black mask.

Yellowthroats are most often seen and 
heard near wet areas. This is not a bird you'll 
be likely to see in residential areas. You'll 
need to search out a grassy or shrubby 
habitat near a marsh, swamp, or along 
a stream and if it's in May, June or July 
you'll probably be rewarded. In northern 
Indiana, males are heard soon after they 
arrive back on their breeding grounds in 
May, and sing persistently until July. The 
song is as nearly distinctive as the male's 
plumage: an easily recognized, loud, and 
measured chant of “witch-a-tee, witch-a-
tee, witch-a-tee”. It seems like males rarely 
stop singing. They'll perch on the tall stem 
of a plant or shrub, sing for a minute or 
two, dive and disappear into a tangle of 
vegetation, and then shortly reappear and 
fly to a new perch to resume the song. 
Males have been observed repeating their 
song over 250 times in an hour!

In spring, males arrive in breeding areas 
before the females and begin to defend 
their chosen territory against other males, 
with the fighting becoming more intense 
when the females arrive. Eventually mates 
are selected and the males follow their 
chosen female closely until she signals she 
is ready to mate by chipping and fluttering 
her wings. This display often attracts other 
males as well and the female may not only 

copulate with her chosen mate, she may 
do the deed with other males behind her 
mate's back! Brazen hussy!!

The female selects the nest site and 
builds the nest. The nest is usually located 
close to the ground and is supported by the 
stems of herbaceous vegetation. It is built 
to be well concealed from predators and 
to shade the nest from the sun. Anywhere 
from one to six eggs may be laid, but the 
clutch size is most often four. Incubation 
is by the female only, with the male often 
bringing her food while she sits on the nest. 
Hatching occurs in approximately 12 days. 
Both parents help feed the young and they 
are able to leave the nest in about another 
12 days. They stay fairly close to the nest 
and gradually are taught to feed themselves. 
Complete independence occurs about a 
month after hatching.

Insects make up 100% of Yellowthroats 
diets. They feed primarily on the ground 
or in low vegetation but occasionally catch 
insects on the wing.

Conservation-wise, Common Yellow-
throats are relatively numerous. However, 
based on data from the American Breed-
ing Bird Survey, their population has de-
clined an average of 1% a year since the 
mid 1990's, resulting in a total population 
decline of about 33%. This is mainly attrib-
uted to habitat degradation and loss.

A group of warblers are collectively known as a "bouquet", "confusion", "fall" and a 
"wrench" of warblers.

Birds   a Feather



Al Crist, President
al@lakelandnursery.com

PRESIDENT'S CORNER
“TWO STEPS FORWARD, ONE STEP BACK”
BY AL CRIST

Unfortunately, for our Flory-Gemmer Marsh restoration, right now we're in the one 
step back mode. We probably should have known it wasn't going to be this easy! You may 
remember from previous articles that when our restoration began, the marsh was dominated 
by two non-native and invasive plant species, Hybrid Cattail and Reed Canary Grass. I am 
quite pleased to say that we've eliminated nearly all the cattails. but the scourge that is Reed 
Canary Grass has once again reared its ugly head. 

Reed Canary is an aggressive grass that can overwhelm native species and offers little 
in value for wildlife. Our herbicide spray program was effective for cattails and did knock 
down the Reed Canary quite well at the time. Last summer it looked to be mostly under 
control, but has come back quite strongly this year. Why? I'm not really sure. This summer, 
TAS will be looking to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for help in figuring out a solution. 
We've spent the last year and a half seeding and planting the marsh with native species so 
we need to come up with a plan that protects our native plants while reducing the amount of 
Reed Canary. I have some ideas, and hopefully Fish and Wildlife, with their vast experience, 
has some as well. I'll keep you posted. 

How about the two (or more) steps forward? Most of our seeded and planted native 
species are beginning to take hold. Will they eventually be able to out-compete Reed 
Canary? It's a possibility, but we'd like to help them along with a yet-to-be-determined 
program of Reed Canary suppression. 

The drier areas of the marsh that were planted to mesic prairie are doing quite well with a 
lot of plant diversity. The wettest areas of the marsh have a minimal amount of Reed Canary 
and the Hybrid Cattails have been nearly eliminated. In both areas we're seeing a number of 
native volunteer species that have seeded in on their own. It's the “marsh edge” areas where 
we have the biggest problem. We're seeing quite a few different bird species, more than ever 
before. Here's a list of the birds we saw on our May 23rd field trip to the marsh; Robin, 
Red-winged Blackbird, Common Grackle, Tree Swallow, Barn Swallow, Song Sparrow, 
Savannah Sparrow, Brown Thrasher, Ring-necked 
Pheasant, Orchard Oriole, Common Yellowthroat, 
Wilson's Warbler, Mourning Dove, Killdeer, and a 
possible sighting of Waterthrush (not sure which one). 
Several weeks previous, when water levels 
were higher, we were seeing an assortment 
of ducks and shore birds including at least 
half a dozen Wilson's Snipe.

TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY on the web

acebook.com/tippecanoeaudubonsocietytippeaudubon.org



RENEW YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP.
THE ADDRESS FIELD ON THE BACK OF YOUR NEWSLETTER 
NOTES WHEN YOUR MEMBERSHIP EXPIRES. 

Prothonotary Warbler. Photo: Donald Wuori/Audubon Photography Awards
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August & september 2015 Volume 41, Number IV

N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  T I P P E C A N O E  A U D U B O N  S O C I E T Y

Cass, Fulton, Kosciusko, Marshall,  
Miami, Noble, Wabash, Whitley Counties, Indiana

TOPICS

For more information, please contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu

This ACRES preserve has rolling 
topography and old growth forest.  We will 
look for summer residents and early migrants.  
For more on the site, see http://ow.ly/Q5GNw

From Ligonier, take SR 6 east 2.5 miles to 
CR 600W.  Turn left (north) and follow the 
county road 2.25 miles to the parking area on 
the right (east) side.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 23, 1:30 PM
EDNA W. SPURGEON WOODLAND RESERVE (NOBLE CO.)

T H E  K N O B SFIELD
TRIP

CELLULAR
TOWER
NESTS
IN KOSCIUSKO COUNTY



FRIDAY, AUGUST 28, 7:00 PM
WILDWOOD NATURE PRESERVE (NEAR SILVER LAKE)

Join the Matchsellers, an alternative 
bluegrass duo that formed in Leipzig, 
Germany. The group's members, 
Andrew Morris and Julie Bates, are 
midwesterners (from Indiana and Kansas 

City, respectively). Their music is a mix of 
traditionals, covers and original which are 
sure to please die-hard bluegrass fans as 
well as those new to the genre. Find more 
information at thematchsellers.com

DIRECTIONS: FROM SILVER LAKE TAKE SR 14 EAST 3.4 MILES TO THE PRESERVE ON THE RIGHT.

LIVE MUSIC IN THE GARAGE AT WILDWOOD NATURE PRESERVE

WITH SPECIAL GUEST OPENER

TIPPE AUDUBON'S OWN DR. DAVE HICKS

PRESENTS



SUPPORT TAS
There are many ways to support our organization. If you are receiving 
this newsletter by mail, you are likely already a national member 
of the Audubon Society or you are a friend of Tippecanoe Audubon 
Society (TAS). We would like to sincerely thank you for your 
continued support. We invite your participation at our bi-monthly 
board meetings in addition to our programs and monthly field trips. 
Please e-mail bcjones@tippeaudubon.org for more details.

NEW NATIONAL MEMBERS:
Rachel Lorber Bremen
Karen Vanover Pierceton
Kevin King Warsaw
Jane Crim Warsaw
Mary Hall South Whitley
Judith Shomo South Whitley

NEW FRIENDS OF TIPPE

Violet Seiwert Rochester
Dennis C. Starbuck Wabash
Robert W. Lichtenwalter Warsaw
Susan K. Anderson Culver

For more information, please contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu

This is one of the three nature preserves 
near Liberty Mills owned by the Tippecanoe 
Audubon Society.  It has a combination 
of large trees, second-growth forest and 
revegetating old fields that should provide 
opportunities to see and hear a variety of 
birds.  If time permits, we will also visit the 
nearby Flory-Gemmer marsh preserve.

From SR 13 north of North Manchester, 
turn east at the Liberty Mills sign and 
travel through town.  Follow CR1400N to 
its intersection with CR 500E.  Turn left 
(north) on CR 500E.  The parking area is 
about ½ mile north of the intersection, on 
the left (west).

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 9:00 AM
FLORY-GEMMER WOODS NATURE PRESERVE (LIBERTY MILLS)

F - G  W O O D SFIELD
TRIP

TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY on the web

acebook.com/tippecanoeaudubonsocietytippeaudubon.org



BY JOHN C. KENDALL

A set of driving surveys was made of 
Ospreys in Kosciusko County during May-
July, 2015. The survey included checking 
cell towers, using a cell tower map and 
observing known wooden platform nests in 
Tri-county Fish and Wildlife Area (FWA) 
and at Lake Wawasee. Limited work was 
done in the northwest part of the county, 
after May and early June driving surveys 
revealed little suitable habitat (few lakes and 
ponds) and little activity in that part of the 
county. 

Kosciusko Co. was one of the original 
Osprey reintroduction sites in Indiana. 
Following the Wisconsin Glacial Episode 
over 10,000 years ago, scores of kettle hole 
lakes formed here, including its deepest, 
1000+ acre Lake Tippecanoe, and a dozen 
lakes over 400 acres in size. In recent 
decades, Osprey hacking structures and 
wooden nesting platforms were used by 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 
biologists to bring this species back to this 
state in hopes of re-establishing a breeding 
population. Data showed then and 
continues to reveal that Eastern and interior 
U.S. Ospreys are almost totally dependent 
upon some type of artificial nesting site, 
while the reverse is true in the west. At 
Tri-county FWA, Ospreys struggled for 
many years, and well-documented reports 
from the DNR showed limited nesting 
success and difficulties with survival of 
released birds. Predation of eggs and young 
by various predators was an issue, notably 
Great Horned Owls and Raccoons.

Ospreys began to utilize a new type of 
artificial nesting site in the Midwest, and 
particularly in Kosciusko County. As the 
cellular phone industry ramped up, Ospreys 
began utilizing cell phone towers to build 

nests, often at 100 to 200 feet above the 
ground. The cell towers being utilized were 
located near a series of ponds and small 
lakes. Nests were also located south of 
downtown Warsaw, with three medium-
sized lakes nearby.  Beginning in 2013, cell 
tower nests began to show up in additional 
towers near medium-sized lakes, such as 
the Barbee and Chapman Lake chains and 
areas south of Warsaw. 

A relative explosion in Midwest 
Osprey populations and nesting has been 
fairly well-documented during the past 
few years. Cornell Lab of Ornithology 
and other sources confirm that Kosciusko 
Co. birds are not unique, in that Midwest 
Ospreys prefer taller man-made structures, 
versus east coast Ospreys, which prefer 
12-foot wooden platforms in marshes. 
In all areas, Ospreys will also use tall, 
opportunistic outdoor light poles in 
parking lots if the nests are not removed. 
One such location in Northern Indiana is 
the nest in Northwest Indiana at Gleason 
Park in Gary.

This 2015 county survey resulted in the 
identification of at least a dozen sites that held 
pairs of nesting Ospreys. Two more cell towers 
had either young pairs or failed breeders 
showing some vocalization, prospective nest 
building, or pair attachment. Upon arrival 
to Kosciusko County in April or early May, 
returning birds generally choose the same 
mate each year, then immediately begin 
mating if the nest was still intact, giving them 
a time advantage to raise young before fall 
migration. Kosciusko County observations 
and data from Cornell reveal that if a previous 
year’s successful nest is removed (which has 
been documented to occur), the birds will re-
build it, requiring additional energy and time; 
delaying nesting by one to two weeks. 

RETURN OF THE OSPREYS TO KOSCIUSKO CO. 
2015 NESTING SURVEY



On the adjacent page is a map of 
the nest by location, type, and owner 
of the nesting sites. A surprising find 
was that the state’s largest natural 
lake — Wawasee (3000 acres) — held 
no Osprey nest that could be clearly 
associated with it, despite nearby cell 
towers and even at least one historical 
wooden platform in the cattail marsh 
along SR 13 in Syracuse. 

One additional piece of relevant 
information learned is that the companies 
managing the cell towers are mostly 
contractors and are not identified. It is not 
clear what the practices are with Osprey 
nests on these towers, although the birds’ 

fidelity and success provides evidence that 
the birds and nests are mostly tolerated at 
least throughout the breeding season.

It would appear that sustainability 
of the local Osprey population is mostly 
vulnerable to changes in cell tower 
maintenance activities and perhaps 
high, broad-front winds during nesting 
season. The return of this symbolic lake 
species should be celebrated. Public 
awareness should be promoted through 
local organizations such as media and 
educationally-focused groups such as The 
Center for Lakes & Streams at Grace 
College and the many Lake Conservation 
Associations in the county.

John C. Kendall is a Kosciusko County Resident, Indiana Audubon Society Editor and 
Indiana Bird Records Committee Member and Chair (2015)
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Osprey abundant and no 
protection existed for the 
species. 
 
Osprey considered a regular 
migrant and local summer 
resident statewide; common 
along the Lake Michigan 
shoreline.
 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
passed.
 
Nest reported in Parke County.

Nesting reports in Posey County.
 
Nest reported in Porter County.

Populations decline drastically 
nationwide due to DDT, loss of 
breeding grounds and poaching.
 
Nest reported in Porter County.
 
Nest reported in Morgan County.
 
Public awareness of damage 
to environment raised with the 
publishing of Rachel Carson’s 
book, Silent Spring.
 
Nest reported in Parke County.
 
DDT banned in United States.
 
Nest reported in Noble County.
 
Breeding ospreys not known to 
be in Indiana.
 
Ospreys listed as endangered in 
Indiana.

CHRONOLOGY OF OSPREY EFFORTS IN INDIANA 

1800s

1898

1918

1931

1932-1969

1934

1950-1970

1954

1960

1962

1971

1973

1975

1980

1984

FROM INDIANA DNR WEBSITE

Confirmed report of breeding 
pair near the Ohio River.

One nest reported at 
Brookville Reservoir in Union 
County. 

Nest built and later abandoned 
on erected platform at Patoka 
Lake (Crawford County).
 
Two known nesting pairs of 
ospreys reside in Indiana.
 
Indiana Nongame and 
Endangered Wildlife 
Program begins a plan 
for osprey restoration and 
management for the state.
 
First 16 ospreys released at 
Tri-County FWA and Patoka 
Lake. Five Osprey nests in 
Indiana.
 
31 ospreys released at Jasper-
Pulaski FWA, Tri-County 
FWA, and Minnehaha FWA. 
Eight nests in Indiana.
 
32 ospreys released at Jasper-
Pulaski FWA, Tri-County 
FWA, and Minnehaha FWA. 
Eleven nests in Indiana. Two 
birds from the 2003 release 
were resighted in Indiana.
 
16 ospreys released at 
Minnehaha FWA and Jasper-
Pulaski FWA.

1989

1990

1995

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006



PHOTO BY ALYSSA RICHARDSON
InkFreeNews.com

32 pairs of ospreys observed in Indiana, of which 24 had active nests 
(eggs laid).

35 pairs of ospreys recorded in Indiana, of which 30 had active nests.

68 nests were noted, of which 59 were active. For three consecutive 
years, the recovery goal to sustain a population of 50 osprey pairs in 
the state was exceeded.

2008

2009

2014



BY STEVE HAMMER

The Osprey (Pandion haliaetus), or fish hawk, 
is both a marvel of avian engineering and an 
encouraging conservation come-back story. The 
Osprey is the only raptor that dives into the water, 
and it is especially adapted to capture fish, its 
dietary mainstay.

Osprey hunt fish by soaring and hovering 40 to 
100 feet above shallow water, then by diving head 
first toward a fish beneath the surface. Just before 
hitting the water, they extend their legs with talons 
spread, often completely submerging to grasp a 
fish. The osprey can dive as deep as three feet to 
capture their prey. Their talons, toe arrangement 
and under toe pads are adapted to maintain a 
grasp on slippery prey. Osprey can, with difficulty, 
capture and carry a fish weighing as much as four 
pounds (one-third of their weight), although most 
prey weigh 14 to 22 ounces. They maneuver the 
fish to a more aerodynamic, headfirst position and 
fly to a perch to eat.

Studies show that adult Ospreys are successful 
on 40 to 50 percent of their dives for fish, a 
remarkable accomplishment given the distance 
and refractory challenges of seeing into water. In 
addition to their unique fishing tackle, Osprey 
plumage has an oily character that helps them repel 
water easily. In fact, the resulting distinctive odor is 
noticeable on a single, molted feather.

Ospreys are large raptors, similar in size to 
eagles. In flight, they are distinguished by a bent-
wing appearance like a gull, compared to the 
board-like, straight wing alignment of eagles. They 

have a distinctive white head with black eye stripe 
and dark crown. Back and tail are brown, with 
light-colored underside and legs.

The Osprey is one of the most widely 
distributed birds in the world. It has no other close 
taxonomical relative. On the North American 
continent, the osprey’s breeding range includes 
Alaska east through the Canadian boreal forests 
and Great Lakes region to the Atlantic Northeast 
and Florida coasts. All but the Florida populations 
migrate south in the fall. Sub-adults remain in 
their winter habitat; second year adults migrate 
north but do not breed until their third year.

Adults mate for life and independently return 
to their nesting site each spring. Nests are often 
constructed in dead or capped-off trees near 
open water, or in man-made structures, but vary 
considerably in location and height. A typical nest 
might be five feet in diameter and two to seven feet 
thick.

Osprey disappeared from Indiana and 
populations plummeted in most areas due to 
habitat loss and the widespread use of DDT 
pesticides in the 1950s and 1960s. A toxic chemical 
breakdown product of DDT remains in the food 
chain, and causes osprey and other birds to lay 
thin-shelled eggs that break during incubation. 
Following the ban of DDT in 1972, ospreys began 
a slow recovery in their northern breeding areas.

In 2002 the Indiana Non-game and 
Endangered Wildlife Program developed a plan to 
restore osprey populations in Indiana. Beginning 
in 2003, Osprey chicks were released into suitable 
habitat throughout the state, including the lakes 
area of Kosciusko County. Nesting pairs have 
established territories in Indiana once again, but 
the osprey remains on the state’s endangered 
species list.

I have observed osprey catching fish from the 
Eel River in North Manchester during the first 
week of May. They typically are in the area for a 
week or so, and then move on north. They also stay 
in the area briefly on their way south. Watch for 
large perched birds overlooking lakes and rivers 
when you are in the field this spring.

OSPREY



PRESIDENT'S CORNER
“ P L A N  O F  A T T A C K ”
BY AL CRIST

You may remember my column from the last issue bemoaning the return of Reed Canary 
Grass to our Flory-Gemmer Marsh restoration. The problem boiled down to how to kill off 
the Reed Canary without damaging the thousands of dollars worth of native plant seedlings 
and young plants that we've worked so hard to return to the marsh. After several visits to the 
marsh and quite a few hours of mulling over this conundrum, a seed of an idea began to grow.

In early June I invited Rick Ward, the habitat restoration specialist for the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service who has helped us so much with the restoration, to come over from his North 
Judson office and meet with some of the TAS board members at the marsh. We took a quick 
tour of the marsh. The Reed Canary was in full bloom and it was more than a little discouraging 
to see how much of a problem we had. There are areas with not much of a problem. The wettest 
areas are in pretty good shape and the areas we planted to mesic prairie are completely free of 
Reed Canary. However, the wetland edge areas, which account for well over 50% of the marsh 
acreage, are another story. There the Reed Canary has come back with a vengeance.

After our marsh tour, Rick and I and the board members had a little powwow. I told them 
of my idea and everyone thought it might work. We discussed it, then refined it, and now we 
have a plan.

Reed Canary differs from most of the natives in the marsh in that in begins growth in the 
spring much earlier. By late May it is easily 3 ft. or taller. The natives are much shorter at that 
time. Without intervention, this is why Reed Canary can be so deadly once introduced into a 
natural area. It starts growth so early that it can just out-compete and overrun native vegetation. 
But this characteristic can also be its Achilles heel. We can't spray a Round-Up type non-
selective herbicide to kill it because we'd kill all the natives as well. There would be no point 
to spray a broad-leaf 2,4-D type herbicide either. It would kill all the broad-leaved plants but 
leave all the grasses, rushes, and sedges, including Reed Canary, alive. But the height of Reed 
Canary in late spring leaves us another option. We think we can “wipe it out”. That's right, we'll 
literally “wipe” it away.

A somewhat uncommon but effective way to apply glyphosate herbicide (Round-Up) is 
to use a sponge type applicator to wipe in on to the foliage of the target plant. Neighboring 
plants are not damaged. We have decided to purchase a system that uses a horizontal boom 
mounted to an all terrain vehicle (ATV) that will wipe the glyphosate onto the Reed Canary 
as we drive through the marsh. The  boom will be set high enough to avoid the native plants. 
First we'll burn off the dead vegetation early next spring before any plant growth occurs to give 
us bare ground to begin with. The Reed Canary should pop up soon after the burn and then 
we'll pounce once its a couple of feet high. It'll take some serious volunteer hours, but we ought 
to know fairly quickly if it's going to work. I'll be asking for volunteers as spring approaches. 
You'd be surprised how much fun it is to ride 
around a marsh in an ATV.

Stay tuned, and I'll let you know the 
preliminary results in the June 2016 
newsletter.

Al Crist, President
al@lakelandnursery.com



Canada Goose 394
Mute Swan 28
Wood Duck 27
Mallard 162
Blue-winged Teal 3
Common Merganser 5
Red-breasted Merganser 4
Ring-necked Pheasant 6
Wild Turkey 17
Common Loon 4
Pied-billed Grebe 1
Horned Grebe 2
Double-crested Cormorant 97
Great Blue Heron 61
Great Egret 3
Green Heron 3
Turkey Vulture 118
Osprey 2
Bald Eagle 7
Cooper's Hawk 1
Red-tailed Hawk 9
American Kestrel 6
Sora 1
American Coot 7
Sandhill Crane 7
Killdeer 79
Spotted Sandpiper 7
Solitary Sandpiper 6
Greater Yellowlegs 2
Lesser Yellowlegs 5
Least Sandpiper 4
American Woodcock 5
Ring-billed Gull 5
Herring Gull 6
Rock Pigeon 55
Mourning Dove 133
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 5
Black-billed Cuckoo 3
Eastern Screech-Owl 2
Great Horned Owl 2
Chimney Swift 42
Ruby-throated Hummingbird 10
Belted Kingfisher 7
Red-headed Woodpecker 13
Red-bellied Woodpecker 84
Downy Woodpecker 38
Hairy Woodpecker 12

2015
MAY
COUNT 
RESULTS

Connie Doud
Steve Doud
Dave Hicks
Deb Hustin
Lana Jarrett
Stan Moore
Lila O'Connell
James Townsend
Jerry Sweeten

Melinda Sweeten
Steve Hammer
Dan Pickett
Connie Pickett
Andy Rich
Peter Bauson
Caleb Leininger
Gregory Clark
Marie Stump

Thank You 
to this year’s participants



Northern Flicker 17
Pileated Woodpecker 10
Eastern Wood-Pewee 22
Acadian Flycatcher 21
Alder Flycatcher 1
Willow Flycatcher 4
Least Flycatcher 3
Eastern Phoebe 24
Great Crested Flycatcher 46
Eastern Kingbird 16
White-eyed Vireo 4
Yellow-throated Vireo 27
Blue-headed Vireo 1
Warbling Vireo 74
Red-eyed Vireo 46
Blue Jay 71
American Crow 153
Horned Lark 23
Purple Martin 48
Tree Swallow 82
Northern Rough-winged Swallow 42
Bank Swallow 12
Barn Swallow 197
Carolina Chickadee 12
Black-capped Chickadee 6
Tufted Titmouse 45
White-breasted Nuthatch 44
Carolina Wren 10
House Wren 98
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 56
Eastern Bluebird 17
Veery 3
Gray-cheeked Thrush 13
Swainson's Thrush 20
Hermit Thrush 1
Wood Thrush 41
American Robin 709
Gray Catbird 162
Northern Mockingbird 2
Brown Thrasher 23
European Starling 502
Blue-winged Warbler 5
Tennessee Warbler 25
Nashville Warbler 29
Northern Parula 16
Yellow Warbler 165
Chestnut-sided Warbler 15

Magnolia Warbler 8
Cape May Warbler 1
Yellow-rumped Warbler 9
Black-throated Green Warbler 4
Blackburnian Warbler 3
Yellow-throated Warbler 12
Palm Warbler 4
Blackpoll Warbler 1
Cerulean Warbler 2
Black-and-white Warbler 5
American Redstart 28
Prothonotary Warbler 3
Northern Waterthrush 1
Louisiana Waterthrush 4
Common Yellowthroat 108
Hooded Warbler 2
Wilson's Warbler 2
Yellow-breasted Chat 7
Eastern Towhee 25
Chipping Sparrow 120
Field Sparrow 53
Vesper Sparrow 4
Savannah Sparrow 8
Henslow's Sparrow 1
Song Sparrow 120
Swamp Sparrow  14
White-throated Sparrow 9
White-crowned Sparrow 14
Summer Tanager 1
Scarlet Tanager 21
Northern Cardinal 207
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 108
Indigo Bunting 106
Bobolink 12
Red-winged Blackbird 980
Eastern Meadowlark 36
Common Grackle 174
Brown-headed Cowbird 85
Orchard Oriole 13
Baltimore Oriole 138
House Finch 41
American Goldfinch 221
House Sparrow 377
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N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  T I P P E C A N O E  A U D U B O N  S O C I E T Y

Cass, Fulton, Kosciusko, Marshall,  
Miami, Noble, Wabash, Whitley Counties, Indiana

TOPICS

For more information, please contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu

The 72-acre Hathaway Preserve, owned 
by the ACRES Land Trust, provides great 
fall scenery and a look at late migrants and 
fall residents.  The gorge at Hathaway is an 
amazing contrast to the rolling terrain that 
surrounds it in central Wabash County.  
The 70-foot deep gorge was cut following 
drainage from the ancestor of Lake Erie 
following the last glaciation.

To reach the preserve, start at the 
intersection of US 24 and SR 524, which is 
between Wabash and Huntington and just 

north of Lagro.  Proceed south to Lagro, and 
continue south on SR 524 through town 
and around some  sharp turns.  About 1.5 
miles south of Lagro, turn west (right) on 
Baumbauer Road.  Follow Baumbauer about 
2 miles to the parking lot on the right just 
after Durnbaugh Road joins Baumbauer 
and just after a creek crossing.  For a locator 
map see http://ow.ly/C2ry6 or http://ow.ly/
C2rtR. Be ready for some ups and downs in 
the trail.  Bring your binoculars and favorite 
bird ID guide.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24, 9:30 AM
HATHAWAY NATURE PRESERVE AT ROSS RUN (WABASH CO.)

HATHAWAY @ R.R.FIELD
TRIP



John James Audubon was one of the 
first naturalists to illustrate birds as they 
appeared in nature, and in life size. Re-
enactor John Burkett portrays the well-
known artist, bringing to life this unique 
individual whose talents mesmerized 
the world of science and art, and giving 
insight into his life, both successes and 
failures. Karen Burkett accompanies him 

as Audubon’s wife, Lucy, devoted partner 
and supporter of his true lifelong dream. 
John and Karen Burkett come to us from 
Greenville, Ohio. They are very active 
historical re-enactors, travelling around 
the country to historical fairs, workshops, 
and living history events. In 2013, they 
received the Darke County (Ohio) 
Historical Society’s Heritage Award.

THE GHOST AND 
MRS. AUDUBON

ANNUAL DINNER

A FIRST-PERSON NARRATIVE OF THE LIFE AND 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF JOHN JAMES AND LUCY AUDUBON 
PORTRAYED BY JOHN AND KAREN BURKETT.



TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 6:00 PM
MANCHESTER UNIVERSITY JYS CENTER, HOFF ROOM

ANNUAL DINNER
COST OF DINNER IS $19

THE MENU INCLUDES: 
Lemon rosemary chicken

Ravioli
Au Gratin potatoes

Fresh Roma vegetables
Salad 
Bread

Fruits of the forest pie
Beverage Service (Coffee, Hot Tea, Iced Tea and Water)

If you would like to attend the program but, do not wish to join us for dinner, please 
arrive at 7:00 p.m. There is no charge if you only attend the program. 

RESERVATIONS 
MUST BE MADE BY 
Contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu to reserve your spot.

NOV. 3RD

HOSTED BY THE TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY



BLACKBIRDS

BY CASEY JONES

If you've ventured out into the woods 
lately, chances are that you've heard the 
buzzing and rattling from hoards of 
blackbirds. While this commotion can 
make it difficult to think, I think we can 
all agree that the buzzing of blackbirds is 
preferable to the buzzing of mosquitoes!

So, what's the buzz all about? Well, 
as you may well know, there are several 
different kinds of 'black' birds that can be 
found in Northern Indiana. There are the 
red-winged and yellow-headed varieties; 
some have yellow eyes, some have brown 
eyes, some have brown heads; yellow bills, 

black bills; there are blackbirds with orange 
bits and there are blackbirds with white bits; 
some have yellow necks and some are crows. 

So, whilst coloration may be comparable 
for all these aforementioned varieties, there 
are far more differences within this group. 
For that reason, this article will focus on 
those birds of a black feather that actually 
flock together.

The bird illustrated above is a Common 
Grackle (Quiscalus quiscula) — also 
referenced in the second paragraph as 
'yellow eyes'. This is one species that will 
flock together with other blackbirds in the 
fall. Its common cohorts include: Red-
winged Blackbirds (Agelaius phoeniceus), 



NEW NATIONAL MEMBERS:
Jere Humphrey Plymouth

NEW FRIENDS OF TIPPE

Joyce Cumberland North Manchester
Gregory W. Clark North Manchester

Brown-headed Cowbirds (Molothrus ater) 
and European Starlings (Sturnus vulgaris) 

Chances are that you're already familiar 
with the vocalizations of many of these 
common species. Individually, most of 
these species have a buzzy, mechanical, 
rattly quality to their songs and calls and 
when they gather in droves, perched in the 
treetops, it can be difficult to differentiate 
between them!

Red-winged Blackbirds may be the 
easiest song to pick out, though. While 
their song is more-often associated with 
the arrival of spring, their fall song can 
be thought of as an annual farewell to 
extended daylight hours and the welcoming 
of sweater season. 

Brown-headed Cowbirds are nest 
parasites and will lay their eggs in the nests 
of other species, relying on a host to raise 
their brood. Cowbird populations have 
increased due to habitat fragmentation and 
its resulting effect of increased edge habitat 
— as it's presumably easier to target their 
host species' nest.

The non-native European Starling has 
acclimated well to our North American 

landscape in the last hundred, or so, years. 
Not only does it thrive — at nuisance levels 
— in urban landscapes but, this cavity-
nester will also aggressively out-compete 
native species for nest sites. 

I wonder why any other bird species 
would tolerate fraternizing with such 
rude company?! Well, I suspect that 
these differences, if even realized, are 
set aside when it comes time for fall 
flocks to form. These blackbirds rely on 
their collective 'strength in numbers', a 
common behavior that occurs in many 
different biological communities (think 
schools of fish). It'd be far more daunting, 
as a predator, to try and pick off your 
next meal from a group of thousands. 
Whereas a Cooper's Hawk (Accipiter 
cooperii) would likely have much more 
luck separating a lone and disadvantaged 
starling from a mere dozen. 

The individual songs and calls of 
blackbirds may be indiscernible when 
the sound comes from such raucous 
flocks, but their message is clear; 'we have 
numbers on our side!' 

TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY on the web

acebook.com/tippecanoeaudubonsocietytippeaudubon.org



Eagle Marsh, on the west side of Fort Wayne, is a reconstructed wetland of over 
700 acres. It is a former glacial spillway owned by the Little River Wetlands Project. 
The ponds and marshes within this preserve are stopovers for water birds. We will 
look for ducks, grebes and other migrants at an opportune time in the migration 
season. For more information on the site and the Little River group see http://lrwp.
org/eaglemarsh.php.

Access to Eagle Marsh is from West Jefferson Blvd., about ¼ mile east of the 
intersection of US-24 and I-69. Turn south onto Olde Canal Place opposite the 
entrance to Lutheran Hospital. Olde Canal winds back about ½ mile to the Boy 
Scout Office and parking lot for the preserve. The area is open and can be quite wet 
underfoot; dress appropriately.

EAGLE MARSH
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 9:30 AM
EAGLE MARSH WETLAND PRESERVE (FORT WAYNE)

For more information, please contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu



Al Crist, President
al@lakelandnursery.com

BY AL CRIST

One of the prerogatives of being 
the President of Tippecanoe Audubon 
Society is to issue official proclamations. 
Actually, that's not true. I just made it 
up, but who's going to object? Therefore, 
I hereby declare October to officially 
be “Visit a TAS Preserve” month. The 
weather is usually beautiful in October, 
in fact it's my favorite month. Fall color 
reaches its peak in October. You've 
probably been thinking that you just 
haven't gotten out enough to experience 
nature lately. So, why don't you visit one 
(or more) of our three TAS preserves, 
all located in NE Wabash County near 
Liberty Mills, IN?

Herbert L. Taylor Nature Preserve 
is a fantastic 11 acre preserve located 
adjacent to the Eel River, comprised of 
both upland and flood plains along the 
river. It's a fairly mature forest with 
excellent wildflower displays in spring 
and is a good site for spring and fall 
warblers. It has a well marked trail system 
that extends for nearly a half mile along 
the river. Entry to the preserve is at the 
intersection of CR 400E and CR 1500N, 
about a mile NE of Liberty Mills. Follow 
the signs to the parking area.

As the name implies, the 22 acre 
Flory-Gemmer Woods Preserve is 
mostly woodland but there are also areas 
of old field and wetlands. Overall this 
woodlot is definitely more immature 
than at Taylor, with trees considerably 
smaller. However, there are a few huge 

trees that you don't want to miss. Look 
for the big Shingle Oak, and an Ironwood 
that could only be classified as a giant, 
next to the trail that runs along the south 
side of the preserve. The Ironwood is 
easily the largest one I have ever seen. 
There are also a few scattered oaks that 
are impressively large. If you follow the 
main trail west until it ends at the far end 
of the preserve, you will see the biggest 
Sugar Maple you have ever seen; a truly 
impressive tree! I even measured this tree 
up to see if it would qualify as the state 
champion Sugar Maple but it didn't quite 
make it. You'll see the sign and entrance 
to the preserve along CR 500E, between 
CR 1400N and CR 1500N. 

After you visit the Woods Preserve, 
drive around the corner to the Flory-
Gemmer Marsh Preserve, just west of 
Kindy's Organic Vegetable Farm on CR 
1400N. You've read about the marsh, and 
our restoration efforts, numerous times 
in Tippe Topics so you might want to see 
it in person. You may have donated to the 
restoration and would like to see where 
your money went! This time of year there 
is still some nice bloom and you never 
know what birds you might see. 

After visiting, if you get the chance, shoot 
me an e-mail (al@lakelandnursery.com) 
and let me know what you saw and your 
impression of our three preserves. 

PRESIDENT'S CORNER
OFFICIAL “VISIT A TAS PRESERVE” MONTH 

acebook.com/tippecanoeaudubonsocietytippeaudubon.org
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This is our 40th year participating in the National Audubon 
Society’s Christmas Bird Count. Teams of two or three people 
will be assigned to designated areas in our count circle 
(15-miles in diameter, centered on Oswego,IN). Birders of 
all skill levels participate and are welcome. Beginning 
birders are especially welcome. This is a great opportunity 
to improve your winter bird ID skills! Bring binoculars 
and dress warmly, however most of the time is spent in a 
nice warm car with short, occasional hikes thrown in to 
stretch one's legs. We will meet at 7:00 a.m. at the Bob 
Evans Restaurant in Warsaw where participants will receive 
information packages with maps and data forms. Count teams 
will then head to their areas and counting may continue 
until sunset (5:30 p.m.). However, counting until dusk is 
not required and most count teams usually call it quits by 
mid-afternoon. If you live in the count circle you may choose 
to count birds at your home feeder. The count will conclude 
with a compiling party and dinner, starting at 6:00 p.m., at 
the home of Dave Hicks and Deb Hustin, 721 Wayne St., North 
Manchester, IN. Bring a dish to share if you’d like.

If you're looking for some mid-winter fun, why not join 
us? The birding is a blast. How often do you get to dedicate 
a whole day to just birding? Plus, it's a great day for 
food. Breakfast at Bob Evans, lunch at your local restaurant 
of choice, and a great feed at Dave and Deb's house in the 
evening. For lunch, our President, Al Crist, and his wife 
Beth Deimling usually stop around noon at Pizza King in 
North Webster. The food's good and there's a great view of 
Webster Lake as the restaurant is right on the water. Al 
says to join them for lunch if you'd like. 

We hope you give the Christmas Count a try. We know it 
sounds a bit crazy; counting birds for most of the day in 
winter. You'll be surprised. It's a great day!

THOSE INTERESTED MUST CONTACT DAVE HICKS AT  
DJHICKS@MANCHESTER.EDU OR (260) 982-2471 TO SIGN UP.

40TH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

SATURDAY, JANUARY 2
MEET AT 7:00 a.m. AT BOB EVANS IN WARSAW 
FOR BREAKFAST PRIOR TO THE COUNT
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What bird in their right mind 
would think that migrating south 
for the winter means Indiana? Or 
maybe Minnesota? Or North Dakota? 
Or even southern Saskatchewan? 
They're only two species that 
come to mind, and they're both 
common birds here in winter. If 
you have a feeder, you'll see 
them in goodly numbers nearly 
every day from late September 
into April, scouring the ground 
under your feeder for seed. Once 
they are gone in April, you won't 
see nary a one until they return in fall. Each year when I 
first see American Tree Sparrows and Dark-eyed Juncos arrive 
at our feeders in fall, it's kind of like saying hello to old 
friends that I haven't seen for quite a while. “Hey, great 
to see you again!” “How was your summer up north?” “Are you 
sure you don't want to head on down south to maybe Florida 
or even Cuba?” I'll save American Tree Sparrows for another 
Bird of the Month, so let's talk about our winter friend, 
the Dark-eyed Junco (Junco hyemalis).

Your grandparents probably called them “Snowbirds”. I knew 
them as “Slate-colored Juncos” as a kid growing up in the 
50's. Then, in the 1970's, the taxonomists at the American 
Ornithologists Union decided to lump what used to be five 
separate North American Junco species together and call 
them all Dark-eyed Junco. What used to be separate species 
are now one species with five sub-species, of which the most 
common are the western U.S. “Oregon” type and the eastern 
“Slate-colored” type that we see at our feeders. Confused 
yet? Just call them Juncos!

The Juncos we're familiar with are fairly small birds 
closely related to sparrows. At 6” long and with a wingspan 
of about 9”, they're almost the exact size as House Sparrows. 
Their overall color (on their head, sides, chest, and tail) 
varies from pale brown to dark gray. Their bellies are always 
white, and when they fly their white outer tail feathers are 
easily seen. Those white outer tail feathers are your best 
field mark when you see them take to wing. Males are darker 

A HARBINGER OF WINTER
BY AL CRIST



than females or juveniles. Brownish birds are almost always 
either females or juveniles.

One of the most common North American birds, their range 
is extensive. They breed across Canada, from Newfoundland 
to the Northwest Territories, and into most of Alaska. They 
also breed at higher elevations in the mountains of the 
western U.S. as far south as southern New Mexico, and in 
the Appalachian mountains of the eastern U.S. as far south 
as Tennessee. In winter, the Canadian birds migrate south 
to flood nearly all of the U.S. from coast to coast and from 
the southern prairie provinces in Canada and the upper mid-
west in the U.S. all the way south to the Gulf coast. They 
even make it into Mexico. The only place in the U.S. where 
you won't see them in winter is in southern Florida. Oddly 
enough, females tend to migrate much farther south than do 
males.

In summer their habitat is almost always the forest, both 
coniferous and mixed hardwood-conifer. In winter it seems 
like you can find them nearly everywhere: open woodlands, 
fields, parks, roadsides, residential areas, and especially 
near feeders. They love bird feeders!

Like most of the other birds you see at your feeders 
in winter, Junco's winter diet is close to 100% seeds. At 
feeders they seem to prefer millet but also seem to like the 
Niger Thistle seed the Goldfinches and House Finches spill 
from their feeders to the ground. They'll search for spilled 
oil-sunflower seed and other feeder seeds as well. In summer, 
they eat seeds as well as insects and spiders. During this 
time, their diet is fairly evenly split between animal based 
and plant based. Regardless of the season, Juncos spend 
almost all of their foraging time on or near the ground.

Nests are also built on or close to the ground. Three 
to six eggs are laid and then incubated for 12 or 13 days. 
Young birds are fed mainly insects and stay in the nest for 
9 to 13 days. Within a few days of leaving the nest they are 
completely independent.

Dark-eyed Juncos have a huge population in North America, 
estimated as high as 200 million individuals. They're seen 
at feeders more than any other species. Yet, they are mostly 
noted only in passing and really not very appreciated by 
most birders. Yet, any bird that so flouts the migration 
patterns of more appreciated and higher-profile birds is a 
bird worthy of a little more love and respect! They're a 
bird that fairly screams, I'll do it “my way”. Sinatra would 
approve.
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I received 
quite a shock 
when Deb Hustin, our 
chapter Treasurer, 
called one day in mid-
July. Being her normal 
mischievous self, Deb said 
she had a couple of pieces 
of good news for me. The first 
was that she had received a $100 
donation from a TAS member to help 
with the restoration work on our Flory-
Gemmer Marsh. That sounded great to me, 
but I was a bit puzzled as to why she 
might phone me with that news. She always 
reports any donations at our board meetings. 
Hmmm – what's up with this, I'm wondering. Then 
she sprung her trick; “I also received a check 
today for money that was willed to us from the estate 
of a man from South Whitley”. “Really!”, I answered. 
This was getting interesting. “For how much?” $20,000!!! 
was Deb's answer. And she added that this was only a first 
installment of the bequest. We could expect another check 
after the real estate property of the estate was sold.

John A. Schenck, of rural South Whitley was 75 when he 
passed away in April of this year. He had retired from 
General Electric in 1998 after having worked for 30 years in 
the manufacturing engineering department. I learned from his 
obituary that he had enjoyed hunting, fishing, and gardening 
and had taken up beekeeping in recent years. He obviously 
appreciated Tippecanoe Audubon and the work we have done 
over the years in environmental awareness, and habitat and 
bird conservation. I asked other members of our board if 
they had known John and no one had. John was one of those 
TAS members that apparently followed along with us but did 
not actively participate.

My greatest frustration since I have become active with 
Tippe Audubon is how few people participate in our programs, 
field trips, and Christmas and spring bird counts. When we 
do restoration or maintenance work on one of our nature 
preserves, it's usually the same core group of members who 
show up every time. We have over 80 “Friends of Tippe” that 
send a voluntary yearly contribution directly to our chapter. 
We usually send out close to 400 bi-monthly newsletters. 

PRESIDENT'S CORNER

A BOLT OUT OF THE BLUE

BY AL CRIST, PRESIDENT

AL@LAKELANDNURSERY.COM



These go to not only Friends of Tippe but also to members of 
national Audubon who live in our territory. Yet, the number 
of people who actively participate is frustratingly low.

John's bequest has helped to blunt my frustration, at 
least a bit. Hopefully there are more of you out there who 
share our goals, and follow along with our progress through 
our newsletters. Maybe we have influenced you to take a stand 
on environmental issues. Maybe a Bird of the Month has 
helped you be a better birder. I'd like to think TAS has 
had an influence on more of you than I suspect; not just the 
regulars I normally see at our events. Apparently it did 
with John. Thank you John.

In November, we received another $16,000 from John's 
estate. Wow, just wow! I'm still flabbergasted. We'll certainly 
use some of this wonderful gift to help us continue our 
restoration work on the marsh. After that, nothing has yet 
been decided. It'll be our challenge going forward to use 
this incredible gift in the wisest and most effective way 
possible.

P.S. If you've never done it, why not try 
our Christmas Bird Count on January 2nd. We 
welcome anyone, regardless of birding skill. 
I guarantee it's a ton of fun. You won't 
freeze. It's mostly done by car. Give me 
a call if you want some assurance or more 
information: (260) 839-4315.

NEW NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY MEMBERS

MARCIA L. FERGUSON.......................... WABASH
SHARON STAFFORD.......................... ROCHESTER
KAY L. BATDORF.................... NORTH MANCHESTER
JOYCE CUMBERLAND.................. NORTH MANCHESTER
DAN MYERS......................... NORTH MANCHESTER
PATRICIA WALLACE..................... COLUMBIA CITY
DANNY L DORMAN....................... COLUMBIA CITY
MICHAEL J. SIELING.......................... WABASH
SHAVAWN PARDUHN............................. WARSAW
SUE ANDERSON........................... NEW WAVERLY
CHERYL HUNTINGTON................. NORTH MANCHESTER
JAY B. MILLER............................. PLYMOUTH
BETH DEIMLING.......................... SILVER LAKE
MELINDA SCHAEFER.......................... PLYMOUTH
KEVIN CHARLES JANE........................ LIGONIER
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