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We're nearly there!
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Bird of the Month: Acadian Flycatcher (p. 11)

Children's Bird Books (p. 8)
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Like American Kestrels? Want 
your Audubon Chapter to help study 
and conserve kestrels? Join the new 
American Kestrel Partnership!

The American Kestrel is North 
America’s smallest and most colorful 
falcon. Most of us are accustomed to 
seeing kestrels hunting from power 
lines or fence posts, or “hover hunting” 
in the air. Unfortunately, researchers 
believe the kestrel’s population status 
is changing from “common” to “of 
concern”. Data from the Breeding 
Bird Survey since 1966 suggest that 
populations of breeding kestrels have 
declined 47% across North America, 
with declines as steep as 88% in the 
New England region. The time to 
study and conserve the American 
Kestrel is before it reaches threatened 
or endangered status, and now you can 
help.

The Peregrine Fund’s new American 
Kestrel Partnership is a research and 
conservation initiative supported by 
Audubon chapters, families, students, 
scouts, birders, researchers, teachers, 
and anyone else interested in kestrels. 
The kestrel’s population declines are 
poorly understood, so they are asking 
amateur researchers (both adults and 
students) around the continent to 
install and monitor kestrel nest boxes 
to produce a large dataset that can 
be used to better understand kestrel 
demographics and management. You 
can join the Kestrel

Partnership and contribute by 
building or buying wooden nest boxes; 
hanging them on posts, barns, or 
trees; and looking into the boxes once 
every 1-2 weeks from April through 
July to record the numbers of eggs 
and nestlings. After collecting the 
data, simply enter it on the American 
Kestrel Partnership’s website, and voila, 
you just contributed data to the largest 
kestrel research program in history! 
Autumn is the best time to build and 
hang nest boxes so that they are ready 
for kestrels in the spring, so don’t wait! 
To participate and learn more, check 
out the American Kestrel Partnership’s 
website: http://kestrel.peregrinefund.
org/, or join us at Tippecanoe Audubon, 
with a program and a workshop in 
February, 2013. See the following page 
for details.

MISSION STATEMENT
The Tippecanoe Audubon Society supports conservation and environmental 

education to promote appreciation, understanding, and preservation of birds, 
other wildlife, and diverse ecosystems for present and future generations.

AmeriCAn Kestrel PArtnershiP
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Jeff Canada, from the Indiana Audubon 
Society, will present a program on the 
American Kestrel Partnership. Indiana 
Audubon is beginning a partnership with The 
Peregrine Fund to initiate a new citizen science 
program, the "American Kestrel Partnership," 
to address widespread declines in American 
Kestrel populations across North America. 
The declines are poorly understood, so they are 
asking amateur researchers (both adults and 

students) around the continent to install and 
monitor kestrel nest boxes to produce a large 
dataset that can be used to better understand 
kestrel demographics and management. Jeff 
will talk about the recent population declines 
of American Kestrels, how to build nest boxes, 
ideal nest box mounting locations, and how and 
when to monitor nests. He will have hand-outs 
for: kestrel nest-box construction plans, nest-
box mounting and monitoring instructions.

February 12, 7:30 p.M.
Manchester University Student Union, Hoff Room

Tuesday

12

F e b r u a r y  P r o g r a m

The AmericAn KesTrel PArTnershiP
Presented by Jeff Canada

There will be an American Kestrel 
nest-box building workshop on Saturday, 
February 16th, starting at 1:00 p.m. at 
Lakeland Nursery, 2567 E. State Road 14, 
Silver Lake. We are 2½ miles west of the 
junction of Indiana highways 13 and 14, or 
5½ miles east of the town of Silver Lake, 
and just east of the Eel River Church of the 
Brethren, on the south side of the road. We 
will be constructing the boxes in the largest 
greenhouse, which is farthest north (closest 
to the highway). Cost will be $10.00 if you 
wish to construct a pine nest box, and $20.00 
if you wish to construct a cedar nest box. 
Wood will be pre-cut, so no wood-working 
skills are required. You could bring your own 
square-drive screwdriver if you have one. 

RSVP is required by Feb 14th!! by calling 
Beth or Al at 260-839-4315, or click here to 
send an e-mail.

February 16, 1:00 p.M.
Manchester University Student Union, Hoff Room

Saturday

16

F e b r u a r y  W o r k s h o p

KesTrel nesT BOX BUilDinG

For more information, please contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or click here to send an e-mail
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editor's note
I recall only two mistakes that I've 
made in my life. The last of which was 
forgetting to put contact information 
in the last newsletter for the annual 
Christmas dinner — oops. So, in 
the event that we need to relay 
information to our membership 
between newsletters, we would like 
to obtain e-mail addresses where we 
can contact you with any important 
information. I assure you we will not 
take advantage of your information or 
fill your inbox with any information 
that would otherwise be published 
online or in our newsletter. Please send 
an e-mail to bcjones@tippeaudubon.org 
and you will be added to our address 
book. Please indicate that you are a 
TAS member in the subject line. 

Answer to last month’s quiz: 

Blue-winged Teal

Beth Diemling, President
click here to e-mail

Our membership is 
composed of more than 450 

businesses and individuals 
in the following northeast 

Indiana counties:

Cass, Fulton, Kosciusko, 
Marshall, Miami, Noble, 

Wabash, Whitley

This boardwalk field trip will give us 
good access to wetland habitats at a time 
when marsh and shore birds are on the move.  
Following a look at the boardwalk, there 
is the option to visit the Pike and Winona 
Lake areas for aquatic and woodland species.

The boardwalk begins near the emergency 
room entrance of the hospital.  You can get 
to the hospital from North Harrison St. in 
Warsaw.  Harrison Street can be reached 
by taking the Center St. exit from US 30.  
Follow Center into town and turn north 
(right) onto Harrison.  Follow the hospital 
signs and then go left to the emergency room 
parking area.  The marsh and boardwalk will 
be visible from here.  Alternately, exit US 30 
at Dubois Street (northwest side of Warsaw), 
follow it to the T at Harrison and turn right 
to reach the hospital.

Dress for the weather, and bring 
binoculars.

march 16, 9:00 a.M.
Near Kosciusko Community 
Hospital (directions below)

Saturday

16

M a r c h  F i e l d  T r i p

mArsh BOArDWAlK

For more information, please contact Dave Hicks 
at (260) 982-2471 or click here to send an e-mail
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New Friends oF Tippe
Ann Duff Culver
Tom Edgar Warsaw

New nATIonAL MEMBERS
Linda Bloom Plymouth
Alan Anderson Columbia City
Kathy Brey Pierceton
Anita Costin Peru
Debbi Courtright Plymouth
Ann Crawford Columbia City
Henry Decker Wabash
Judy Deery Culver
Judy Frederick north Manchester
Ted & Tammie Gangloff Plymouth
Ruby Gaston Urbana
Suszane Gilliland syracuse
Jill Hoffman Columbia City
Ruth Judy syracuse
Dale Livinghouse Plymouth
David Lahman north Manchester
Thomas Macy Columbia City
Sharon Mahler Culver
Connie J. McKinney Columbia City
Linda M. Merritt Columbia City
Miller rochester
Judy Moeller Columbia City
Gerald Morris Wolflake
Mrs. Helen Notz rochester
Julie R. Reese bremen
Reiff Construction Columbia City
Jean Shepherd Ligonier
Kevin Sherk bremen
Beth Sims Warsaw
Larita Snyder twelve Mile
James Staples Columbia City
P. Steiner north Manchester
Mary Sullivan Peru
Nancy Trier rochester
Kelly Tschantz Warsaw
Pamela Ulrey north Webster

do you hAve 
lAKeFront ProPerty?

oR MAYBE SoME nICE 
FoRESTED ACREAGE?
We Could reAlly use your helP

Pictured is one of the best roadside views 
I had of Big Chapman Lake — due to it 
being among the largest gaps between 
houses. So, I've been thinking... Surely we 
have some members that have property on 
some (if not all) of the Kosciusko County 
lakes — right? So many of the species we 
count during the Christmas bird survey are 
waterfowl, and if we can just get down to 
the lake's edge, I believe that we could get a 
better estimate of species that are out there 
on the lake. Friends of Tippe, if you would be 
so kind to allow us access to your lakefront 
property or forested acres, please click here 
to send an e-mail the address to Casey Jones 
(editor). We only conduct two county-wide 
surveys per year (middle of May and the 
end of December). Oh, and you'll recognize 
us by the optics hanging 'round our necks.

Photo: Jennifer Saxinger
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FLoRY-
GEMMER 
mArsh

ADopT An ACRE AT

there are now three 
different ways that you 
can make a contribution to 
the Flory-Gemmer marsh 
restoration project. 
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Choose your level of contribution 
Visit our website and click on the nature preserves tab; 
there, you will find a donate button where you can make 
your contribution of $10 or more. You can also use the self-
addressed envelope included in this newsletter and send your 
contribution to Wilson B. Lutz, Membership Chair, 806 East 
Second Street Extended, North Manchester, IN 46962. 

donations by acreage
Choose your level of donation:

1 acre
$400

½ acre
$200

¼ acre
$100

⅛ acre
$50

Adopt an acre
This $800 donation covers treatment 
of invasive weeds as well as seed cost.   

84% of our goal has been met!
special thanks to: William and Crystal Belisle, James and Susie Townsend 
National Audubon Society, Community Foundation of Wabash County and 
Sycamore Audubon Society of West Lafayette

F L o R Y - G E M M E R  M A R S h  F U n D  D R I V E
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FroM Margit’s bookshelF

By Margit Codispoti

In this issue my review is taking 
a new direction to introduce or re-
acquaint my readers with books 
to read with children that will stir 
their interest in nature, especially 
birds. Since today’s children have an 
ever-increasing number of electronic 
devices to use and much of what they 
see and read relies on animation, it is 
a pleasure to find books that provide 
a way to capture the imagination of 
a child with true-to-life portrayals 
of the natural world.  Jane Yolen, 
along with her illustrators, combines 
poetic language with accurate 
details and her books are illustrated 
with photographs or drawings that 
realistically depict nature. 

My favorite book of Yolen’s is 
Owl Moon (1987). It tells the story 
of a young girl and her father going 
into the woods on a snowy night in 
hopes of hearing and seeing an owl. 
They walk quietly into the woods 
with Pa stopping to call "Whoo-
whoo-who-who-who-whooooooo . . 
. ." hoping for a response from the 
Great Horned Owl. The illustrations 
by John Schoenherr elicit the cold 
crispness of a moonlit, snowy night 
and show the quiet trek through 
the woods building the reader’s 
anticipation that the owl will appear. 

A wonderful book about birds, 
Fine Feathered Friends (2004, 
reprinted 2010), is the collaboration 
by Yolen with her photographer 
son, Jason Stemple. Yolen’s poetry 

introduces appearance, habits and 
other facts about the species shown 
in each full page photograph of a 
bird in its natural setting. Most of 
the birds covered are commonly 
seen in North America with a few 
exotic ones included that stimulate 
curiosity and the hope that one 
might someday see these rarer birds 
also. A recent follow up book in the 
same style by Yolen and Temple is 
called Birds of a Feather, (2011). 
This book includes such varied birds 
as Kingfisher, Oystercatcher and 
Wood Duck each with a photograph, 
a poem, and a text box with some 
basic facts about the bird. And the 
first collaboration between Yolen 
and Stemple, Wild Wings (2003, out 
of print), was also a combination of 
poetry and photographs.

There are two other books by 
Yolen about bird life. In An Egret’s 
Day (2009), Yolen collaborates with 
Stemple to follow an egret through 
its daily routine in photographs and 
clever poems that provide facts about 
this bird’s behavior. In Birdwatch, 
(1990, out-of-print) Yolen’s poetry 
is illustrated with watercolors by 
Ted Lewin. Jane Yolen is an award-
winning children’s author whose 
books should be easily found in 
libraries and bookstores. All of the 
books mentioned here provide a 
beautiful way to introduce a child to 
the world of birds.

children's bird books
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This is the 39th annual visit to this 
unique Heron Rookery on the Tippecanoe 
River. There is water and mud. Go bare-
footed or wear rubber boots, mid-calf 
or higher. Bring friends, binoculars if 
you have them, more friends, all of your 
curiosity and all of your relatives. Meet 
at the north end of Kohl’s Dept. Store 
parking lot, located ¾ mile north or the 
US 30 and SR 15 intersection on the north 
side of Warsaw, by 1:30 p.m. We will drive 
¼ mi. to the rookery.

 This is always one of our most 
interesting field trips of the year. At last 
count there were still about 125 Great Blue 
Heron nests in this rookery. It is of course 
under increasing risk of serious disturbance 
by humans, or “in-humans” as the case may 
be. There will be some spring wildflowers 
in bloom too!

 Must-Have Items; your curiosity, all of 
your friends, boots & mosquito repellent. 
Binoculars are helpful. Paul Steffen, the 
longtime leader of this field trip, is always 
concerned that the river level may be too 
high for us to get close enough for good 
viewing of the rookery. Please Contact 
Paul Steffen by 1:00 p.m. the day of the 
field trip 574-658-4504, or click here to 

send an e-mail, no later than April 13th, 
for river level status. River level dictates 
whether or not we get to the rookery. We 
will meet at the far northwest corner of 
the Kohl’s Department Store parking lot, 
located 3/4 mi. north of the US 30 & SR 15 
intersection on the north side of Warsaw.

Save the Date
April 14, 1:30 to 3:30 p.M.
Warsaw (meet at Kohl's)

A p r i l  F i e l d  T r i p

WArsAW GreAT BlUe herOn 
rOOKery FielD TriP

Presented by PaUL steffen

Sunday

14

photo: paul Steffen
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president’s corner
By Beth deiMling

I would like to begin the year by 
thanking all those who participated 
in this winter’s Christmas Bird Count 
(CBC).  The CBC is a long-standing 
citizen science project, and as such, is very 
valuable to help assess bird populations 
and movement. Results for the Tippecanoe 
Audubon CBC are in this newsletter. 
National Audubon has published CBC 
data from previous years in a magazine-
style publication. However, beginning this 
year, data will only be published online.  
The entire data set from all counts must be 
reviewed and confirmed before publishing 
results, and counts also take place in 
Canada, Latin America, the Caribbean, 
and the Pacific Islands. Therefore, no 
results from this year are yet available. You 
can find CBC data from previous years 
at the following web site: http://birds.
audubon.org/american-birds-annual-
summary-christmas-bird-count.

I would also like to thank everyone 
who has so far contributed to the Flory 
Gemmer Marsh restoration project. I 
am very pleased with the interest of our 
members in the marsh. This coming 
spring and summer, there will be further 
invasive weed control at Flory Gemmer 
Marsh (more herbicide applications), 
with a plan to sow seeds of native wetland 
species on the marsh in the fall, and to 
plant plugs in the spring of 2014. In 
response to our funding requests, we 
have received grants of $1,500 and 
$1,100 from National Audubon and 
the Community Foundation of Wabash 
County, respectively. These grants were 
specifically for work on invasive species 
control. We are still engaged in fund-
raising for the cost of seed. If you haven’t 
already helped us, we could use your help!

Tippecanoe Audubon will also have 
four programs throughout the year, in 
February, April, and September, and 
for our annual dinner in December. The 
February program, described elsewhere 
in this newsletter, will be on American 
Kestrels and the American Kestrel 
Partnership. On the Saturday following 
this program we will have a kestrel nest-
box building workshop. We hope you find 
the topic of enough interest to become 
involved. Program topics later in the year 
will cover Chickadees, wetland restoration 
and plants, and a possible Christmas 
program on the native people and history 
of the Eel River.

I would also like to invite you to 
participate in another citizen science 
project, the Great Backyard Bird Count 
(GBBC). The 16th annual GBBC will 
be held Friday, February 15, through 
Monday, February 18, 2013. The GBBC 
is an annual four-day event that engages 
bird watchers of all ages in counting birds 
in order to create a real-time snapshot of 
winter bird populations. Participants are 
asked to count birds for as little as 15 
minutes (or as long as they wish) on one 
or more days of the event and report their 
sightings online. Anyone can take part, 
from beginning bird watchers, to experts, 
and it is possible to participate from 
anywhere in the world! It’s free, fun, and 
easy. Each checklist submitted during the 
GBBC helps researchers at the Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology and the National 
Audubon Society learn more about how 
birds are doing, and how to protect them 
and the environment we share. Last year, 
participants turned in more than 104,000 
online checklists, creating the continent's 
largest instantaneous snapshot of bird 
populations ever recorded. Please visit the 
official website at www.birdcount.org for 
more information.
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B i r d  o f  t h e  M o n t h

acadian Flycatcher 
By Casey Jones

The Acadian Flycatcher (empidonax 
virescens) is not easily distinguished from 
its flycatcher relatives by sight. In fact, 
15 species of this family (tyrannidae) 
were thought to have been the same 
species when the first member of this 
species was discovered in present-day 
Nova Scotia.2 It was not until years later 
when ornithologists were able to identify 
different species within this group based 
on their range and song. The song may also 
be easily lost in the early spring chorus as 
it is a simple two-note "peet-sah".

Oddly enough, the Acadian Flycatcher 
kept the original name given to this 
group — although its range did not 
extend to the Northeast coast of North 
America.2 The northernmost summer 
range of the Acadian Flycatcher extends 
to Massachusetts and the southern reaches 
of  Michigan and Wisconsin. Perhaps the 
Least Flycatcher or Willow Flycatcher 
would have been the species who were 
mistaken with the Acadian Flycatcher, as 
the former two species' ranges extend to 
Nova Scotia. 

The most peculiar habit of this species 
recorded — or, rather, not recorded — is that 
there is no documentation of this species 

walking or hopping on the ground.3 How 
must it bathe?! Well, it has been observed 
"diving into water from above, hitting the 
water with its chest, and then returning to 
a perch to preen and shake".3 Despite their 
maladaptation for life on legs, this bird 
is a supreme flier — being  documented 
hovering and even flying backwards!3

life history
habitat: Beech and maple or hemlock forests, usually under the canopy but also in 
clearings; often in wooded ravines.1

diet: Insects and arthropods, particularly on the undersurfaces of leaves.3 perches in 
shade on lower to mid-level branches and sallies out to snatch insects on the wing.2

nesting: 3 or 4 brown-spotted buff eggs1 in a shallow, hammock-like thin cup of fine 
materials, usually dangling streamers of material on silk below nest and usually over water.3

AoU CoDE

ACFl

1 Audubon Guides. 2009-2010 Green Mountain Digital.
www.audubonguides.com

2 iBird Pro. 2012. Mitch Waite Group.

3 Whitehead, D. R., and T. Taylor. 2002. Acadian Flycatcher (Empidonax 
virescens). In The Birds of North America, No. 614 (A. Poole and F. Gill, 
eds.). The Birds of North America, Inc., Philadelphia, PA.

Collective nouns include an "outf ield", 
a "swatting", a "zapper" and a "zipper" 
of flycatchers.

Birds   a Feather

TAS 11
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April

22 EArTH DAY
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TOPICS

MAY

17 ENDANGErED 
SpECiES DAY

April

13
iNTErNATioNAl 
MiGrATorY BirD DAY

"...but with skill and care and knowledge, we 
can ensure that there is still a place on earth 
for birds — in all their beauty and variety... 
if we want to... and surely, we should."

— David Attenborough "The Life of Birds" (1998)



Cover photo: National Audubon Society

MISSION STATEMENT
The Tippecanoe Audubon Society supports conservation and environmental 

education to promote appreciation, understanding, and preservation of birds, 
other wildlife, and diverse ecosystems for present and future generations.

This is the 39th annual visit to 
this unique Heron Rookery on the 
Tippecanoe River. There is water and 
mud. Go bare-footed or wear rubber 
boots, mid-calf or higher. Bring 
friends, binoculars if you have them, 
more friends, all of your curiosity and 
all of your relatives. Meet at the north 
end of Kohl’s Dept. Store parking lot, 
located ¾ mile north or the US 30 and 
SR 15 intersection on the north side of 
Warsaw, by 1:30 p.m. We will drive ¼ 
mi. to the rookery.

This is always one of our most 
interesting field trips of the year. At 
last count there were still about 125 
Great Blue Heron nests in this rookery. 
It is of course under increasing risk of 
serious disturbance by humans, or “in-
humans” as the case may be. There will 
be some spring wildflowers in bloom 
too!

Paul Steffen, the longtime leader of 
this field trip, is always concerned that 
the river level may be too high for us 
to get close enough for good viewing 
of the rookery. Please Contact Paul 
Steffen by 1:00 p.m. the day of the 

field trip 574-658-4504 or by e-mail 
at ecoexpo@mchsi.com no later than 
April 13th, for river level status. River 
level dictates whether or not we get to 
the rookery. 

April 14, 1:30 to 3:30 p.M.
Warsaw (meet at Kohl's)

A p r i l  F i e l d  T r i p

WArsAW GreAt Blue Heron 
rookery field trip

Presented by Paul steffen
Sunday

14

Photo: Paul Steffen
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May 11, 7:00 a.m.
Meet in Warsaw (details to follow)

Saturday

11
Please join the Tippecanoe Audubon 

Society for the annual “Big May Day Bird 
Count” on May 11. The objective of the 
BMDBC is to count the number of birds 
of each species occurring in a participating 
county from midnight to midnight on 
the second Saturday in May. This data 
snapshot provides a valuable scientific 
record of the bird populations occurring 
each year in Indiana. The results will be 
compiled, analyzed, and published in the 
Indiana Audubon Quarterly.

This will be TAS’s 37th year 
participating in this count, which is 
sponsored by the Indiana Audubon Society. 
We will cover all of Kosciusko County 
to document the spring migration. This 
should be a great time to get your annual 
look at warblers, thrushes, and shorebirds 
as they pass through our area. Typically, 
our group observes over 125 species in this 
count. Both experienced and novice birders 
are needed, and you may participate for a 
whole day or part of a day. 

M a y  F i e l d  T r i p

“BiG MAY DAY BirD CoUNT” oN THE WAY

To get involved, contact Greg Clark at (260) 982-7588 or  
e-mail GWClark@manchester.edu

Stockbridge Audubon Society Events
Stockbridge Audubon, based in Fort Wayne, has a very active group of serious birders. 
Their fireld trips, conducted most weekends, are open to the public. For further 
information, go to stockbridgeaudubon.org or contact Jim Haw by phone (260) 485-
7802 or e-mail Jhawillet@aol.com

Saturday, April 6: Fox Island County Park; meet at the Bird Observation Bldg. parking 
lot at Fox Is., 7324 Yohne Rd., at 8:00 a.m.; finish by noon. Leaders: Jim Haw, Rodger 
Rang. Park entrance fee of $2 payable at self-serve post just inside gate or on way out.

Sunday, April 7: Hurshtown Reservoir. Meet at the reservoir on Roth Rd. 1 mi. 
S of hwy 1 (1.5 mi. N of Grabill Rd.) at 3 p.m.; finish by 5. Leaders: Jim Haw, 
Laura McCann

Saturday, April 20: Franke Park, Ft. Wayne; meet at BMX track parking lot at Franke 
Park at 8 a.m.; finish by noon. Leaders: Rodger Rang, Gary Tieben.

Saturday, April 27: Salamonie Reservoir. Leave at 7 a.m. from SW corner of new 
Kroger (former Scott’s) parking lot, Village at Coventry, US 24 just W of I-69, or meet 
us at 7:30 a.m. at Huntington Inn restaurant lot, US 24 and IN 9 south, Huntington; 
return around 5 p.m. Leaders: Jim Haw, Sandy Schacht

TAS 3



Ben Cloud researched chickadee 
hybridization with Professor of Biology, Dr. 
Short, in 2012. His goal was to determine the 
boundaries of the hybrid zone between Black-
capped chickadees and Carolina chickadees. 
Using microsatellite markers, he determined 
the extent of hybridization in four chickadee 
populations spread over a 70 km north-south 
transect in Northern Indiana. He compared 

his genetic data with morphological data 
collected 30 years ago, and found that the 
chickadee hybrid zone has widened and 
shifted northward in the last 30 years. Future 
studies will aim to monitor the hybrid zone 
and possibly identify mechanisms for its 
shift. Ben will present this research and its 
implications at this program. More details are 
included in the abstract on the adjacent page.

April 23, 7:30 p.M.
Manchester University Student Union, Hoff Room

Tuesday

23

For more information, please contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu

A p r i l  P r o g r a m

GENETiC CHArACTErizATioN of THE 
CHiCkADEE HYBriD zoNE iN NorTHErN iNDiANA

Presented by ben Cloud

Black-capped chickadee (left) and Carolina chickadee (right). Black-capped chickadees are 
distinguished by their more prominent white wing bars, their buffy breast and belly coloration, 
and their larger size (9-14 g). Carolina chickadees are more gray to white in coloration and 
are generally smaller (8-12 g). Black-capped chickadees possess a slow 2-note call, compared 
to the Carolina chickadee’s 4-note call. Hybrids are known to produce both calls and also an 
intermediate call. Morphologically, hybrids have no distinguishing characteristics.
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B.E. Cloud, K.H. Short, J.E. Sweeten; Department of Biology, Manchester University

ABSTrACT

Range interfaces and hybrid zones offer a unique opportunity to study mechanisms 
and consequences of species interactions. As range shifts become more common 
due to climate change, understanding these consequences will become more crucial. 
Hybridization is especially common in bird species, with one well-documented 
example between Carolina (Poecile carolinensis) and Black-capped (Poecile atricapillus) 
Chickadees occurring at their range interface from New Jersey to Kansas. Studies 
have shown in recent years that this hybrid zone in Ohio and Pennsylvania has 
shifted north. We tested the hypothesis that these two species hybridize in northern 
Indiana and that the boundaries of the hybrid zone have shifted since an earlier study 
based on morphology. A total of 54 chickadees were sampled using mist nets at four 
locations along a 63 km long north-south transect in northeast Indiana estimated 
to span the hybrid zone. Blood samples were collected for DNA extraction and six 
microsatellite loci were amplified using multiplex PCR. From south to north, the four 
populations contained an average of 92.9%, 98.0%, 85.0%, and 29.4% alleles belonging 
to P. carolinensis. Only the second population was considered to be purebred because 
it consisted of more than 95% alleles from P. carolinensis. The highest population 
differentiation (estimated with Θ) between any two sites was 0.049. Heterozygosity 
was high in all four populations, ranging from 0.715 to 0.846. Flattened wing 
chord and tail length measurements were also recorded and used for morphological 
identification. At a population scale, this data supported genetic analyses. Our results 
suggest minimal hybridization in northeast Indiana with strong evidence in the most 
northern population. Although molecular data were not available in the earlier study, 
it is possible that the hybrid zone has shifted at least 30 km north in the past 30 
years. Further studies are needed to confirm the boundaries of the hybrid zone and 
mechanisms driving the hybrid zone shift.

GENETiC CHArACTErizATioN of THE CHiCkADEE HYBriD zoNE iN NorTHErN iNDiANA 
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B i r d  o f  t h e  M o n t h

ScArlet tAnAnger:
The black-winged red bird 
By DAVE HICKS

Although not one of our most common 
birds, Scarlet Tanagers (Piranga olivacea), 
especially the males in breeding plumage, 
are one of the easiest to identify.  They 
are cardinal-sized, and their bright red 
coloration with jet-black wings and tail is 
unique.  However, they are often not so easy 
to actually get a glimpse of, as they spend 
much of their time among the leaves of the 
treetops.  Females also have an interesting 
color pattern, but one that makes them 
even harder to spot.  The red and black of 
the male are replaced by yellowish green and 
dark gray.  During the non-breeding season 
male Scarlet Tanagers develop a female-like 
greenish plumage, although retaining the 
black wings and tail.

Vocally, Scarlet Tanagers sound rather 
like American Robins with a sore throat.  
They also have a very distinctive chick-burrr 
call (You can hear sound files at http://bit.
ly/14gxoGx).  The female's song is like that of 
the male, but less harsh in texture. Male birds 
usually sing to defend their territories against 
other males of their own species.  Where 
Scarlet and Summer Tanagers both occur, 
males will defend territories against the other 
species as well as their own.

Scarlet Tanagers typically nest in the 
interior of mature deciduous forests, so they 
are tied to relatively undisturbed habitats.  
They usually do not breed in forest areas of 
less than 25 acres.  In smaller forest patches 
they are strongly affected by nest parasites 
and predators such as cowbirds and raccoons, 
reducing their reproductive success.  They 
can be found well up into Canada in the 
breeding season, but their greatest abundance 
is in forests of the central Appalachians from 

Pennsylvania to Virginia, although they also 
breed in the Midwest.  In the TAS May 
count, Scarlet Tanagers have been seen every 
year but one since the start of the count in 
1976.  However, it is rare for more than 20 
individuals to be seen during our count.

Nests are oval to round and are fairly 
neatly built of twigs and grass.  They are 
located on horizontal tree branches, high up 
and away from the trunk.  A clutch usually 
consists of four greenish or bluish eggs with 
brown to purple spots.  They are incubated 
for about two weeks, and the young fledge 
about 10 days after hatching.

Although Scarlet Tanagers breed in 
Indiana and count as one of "our" bird 
species, they are Neotropical migrants.  They 
move out of our area in the winter and spend 
their time in Central America and the eastern 

AOU CODE
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Andean foothills from Panama to Bolivia.  
There they join the mixed-species flocks that 
are typical of the tropics, and consort with 
a variety of tropical birds including other 
tanagers.  Even on their wintering grounds, 
they tend to prefer well-developed forests.

Scarlet Tanagers have fairly large beaks 
that are suited for eating a range of food 
items.  Like a number of local bird species, 
they switch from an insect-based diet in the 
breeding season to feeding mostly on fruit 
in the migratory and overwintering periods.   
During the summer, they feed primarily in 
the forest canopy.  As well as catching insects 
on branches and twigs, they hawk (chase and 
capture flying insects).  Males and females 
differ somewhat in their feeding methods, 
with females foraging higher in the canopy 
and hawking more often than males. 

Although they require the interior of 
mature forest areas for breeding, Scarlet 
Tanagers seem to be holding their own 
in population size.  The Partners in Flight 
organization estimates a total population 
size of about 2.2 million, with almost all of 
the breeding population in the US.  Breeding 
Bird Surveys, organized by the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service since 1966, indicate that 
US populations have been rather stable 
since the 1980s.  In the Great Lakes region, 
populations have been on the rise, which 
compensates for losses in Canada and the 
northeastern US.  However, deforestation in 
the US and the tropics constitutes a potential 
threat to the species.

Scarlet Tanagers belong to the genus 
Piranga, of which there are four other species 
found in the US.  The only one that occurs 
regularly in Indiana (mostly in the southern 
part of the state) is the Summer Tanager, 
in which the black and gray areas of the 
Scarlet Tanager are replaced by dark red in 
the male and light gray in the female.  The 
colorful Western Tanager occurs from the 
Great Plains to southern Alaska.  Two more 
species, the Flame-Colored and the Hepatic 
Tanager, occur only in the Southwest.

Tanagers are now considered to be 
members of the Cardinalidae, the Cardinal 
Family.  They were formerly classified in 
the large family Thraupidae, the Tanager 
family, which includes many colorful birds 
in Central and South America.  However, 
recent DNA studies have shown that this 
family needs to be reclassified, and some 
birds previously in the Thraupidae have been 
moved to the Finch and Cardinal Families.

A group of tanagers are collectively 
known as a "season" of tanagers.

Birds   a Feather
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FroM MArgit’S BookShelF

By MArgIt CoDISpotI

Until I discovered Clare Walker Leslie’s 
books, I had not considered that keeping 
track of what I see in my backyard or on a 
walk is nature journaling. Now, I’ve realized 
that when any of us keeps a list, writes 
notes, makes sketches, takes photographs, 
picks up leaves, presses wildflowers, or 
writes poetry about our discoveries, we 
are already nature journalists at heart. 
Many of us have not gone to the extent of 
drawing and illustrating our sightings or 
putting everything together into a journal; 
but perhaps after perusing Leslie’s books, 
we will be inspired to do more sketching, 
painting or picture-taking to include as 
part of our recordkeeping.  

Books by Clare Walker Leslie, some 
co-authored with Chuck Roth, are an 
inspiration to go the next step — to 
consciously journal our experiences with 
nature. Her book Drawn to Nature: 
Through the Journals of Clare Walker 
Leslie (2005) is essentially a selection of her 
personal journal pages. She encourages us 
to ask “what’s going on out there?” and then 
to record what’s observed. By providing 
readers with excerpts from her journals, 
Leslie shows how she uses a combination 
of quick, impressionistic watercolors, more 
detailed pen and pencil drawings, quick 
sketches and notes jotted in her margins to 
do her journaling. Since nothing is “perfect” 
on her pages, her techniques inspire us to 
believe that we too can create a wonderful 
personal nature journal.  

Keeping a Nature Journal: Discover 
a Whole New Way of Seeing the World 
Around You (2000) is more instructional 

and uses the methods Clare Walker Leslie 
and Chuck Roth have developed over 
years of journaling teaching. With its 
simple methods for capturing what we see 
in sketches and words, the book inspires 
readers to make journaling a part of their 
daily life and create journals to enjoy for 
years to come.

Nature Journal: A Guided Journal 
for Illustrating and Recording Your 
Observations of the Natural World (2003) 
provides a book in which to get started 
journaling although it is much more than 
simply blank pages. Leslie provides a 
unique book where text and illustrations 
offer just the right amount of inspiration 
and guidance to help the journal-keeper 
begin and succeed in creating a personal 
nature diary. She includes a few sample 
pages from her own journal as inspiration. 
At the back of the book is Leslie’s 
mini-field guide, packed with essential 
information on how to recognize and draw 
basic families of birds, insects, and trees.  

Creating a Bird-Watcher's Journal 
(1999), currently out-of-print, is a mini 
version of Leslie’s other books especially 
directed to journaling about birds.  For 
someone interested in sketching birds, it is 
worth searching for a copy. 

Of course, Leslie’s ideas are not 
new.  Most well-known naturalists have 
kept journals — Roger Tory Peterson, 
John J. Audubon, Beatrix Potter, Teddy 
Roosevelt, and John Muir to name a few. 
But what I found in Leslie’s books is the 
encouragement to do more conscious 
journaling and I hope others will be 
inspired by her books as well.

nAture JournAling BookS
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FLOry-
GEMMEr 
MArSH

We've met our goal!
Actually, we exceeded it!
special thanks to all donors: Parks and 
Paula Adams, Wilson and Mary Lutz, 
Dale and Joyce Joy, Donald and Lynn 
Groenleer, Steven and Lila Hammer, 
Kay L Batdorf, Sycamore Audubon 
Society, William and Crystal  Belisle, 
James and Susie Townsend, Ronald L. 
Block, Margit Codispoti, James Robert 
and Julie K. Gackenbeimer, James and 
Jane Gratz, David J. Hicks and Deborah 
L. Hustin, Malcolm G. and Julie A. 
Naylor, John A. Schenck, S. Stafford

F L O r y - G E M M E r 
M A r S H  F U N D  D r I V E

COMPLETE

New NATIONAL MEMBErS

Sharon Baker Warsaw

Sherrill Boggs Columbia City

Jeanne & Dewain Cobbs Warsaw

Daniel E. Conner rochester

Jerry Davis syracuse

Richard Eckert Columbia City

Arthur Epert Wawaka

Kenneth Franks Wawaka

Lola Hively Claypool

Art Hoffman rochester

Thomas Hufziger Warsaw

Leo Metzger north Manchester

Ernest Miller Milford

Anna M. Minker Plymouth

Rita Schobert Snyder Winona lake

Freidric Slabach Wawaka

Our membership is 
composed of more than 450 

businesses and individuals 
in the following northeast 

Indiana counties:

Cass, Fulton, Kosciusko, 
Marshall, Miami, Noble, 

Wabash, Whitley

TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY on the web

acebook.com/tippecanoeaudubonsocietytippeaudubon.org
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preSident’S corner
endangered species
By BEtH DEIMlIng

Spring brings with it several celebrations 
of nature. April 22nd is Earth Day. May 17th 
is Endangered Species Day. Please take 
advantage of upcoming celebrations and help 
us protect our natural heritage. 

What does it mean for a species to be 
endangered? A species is listed as “endangered” 
if it is considered in danger of extinction 
throughout all or a significant portion of its 
range. The listing of a species as federally 
threatened or endangered can be critical 
turning points for species in trouble. Once a 
species becomes listed as federally endangered 
or threatened, a great deal of money and effort 
go into helping that species recover. All federal 
agencies have a responsibility to conserve 
threatened and endangered species and to 
ensure that their actions do not jeopardize 
the existence of any listed species. This is why 
listing is so important, and so controversial. 
Sometimes recovery of endangered species is 
terrifically successful, as with the Bald Eagle 
which, after decades of decline, followed by 
decades of recovery effort, was removed from 
the federal endangered species list in 2007. Bald 
Eagles now nest in Indiana. 

If we compare the avian fauna of Indiana 
today with what existed here 200 years ago, we 
can get a glimpse of the stunning impact we 
humans can have upon our natural heritage1. 200 
years ago, billions of birds inhabited Indiana, or 
passed through it. Cranes, including Whooping 
Cranes, roosted in expansive marshes by the 
hundreds of thousands. Shorebirds flocked 
to the beaches of Lake Michigan in numbers 
that today can only be seen along the Atlantic 
coast. Carolina Parakeets, now extinct, lived 
and roosted in large colonies, nesting in hollow 
trees, and foraging in nearby forests and fields 

for seeds and fruits. This was the northernmost 
species of parrot on earth. Passenger Pigeons, 
also now extinct, roosted and foraged in forests 
by the millions. Flocks of these birds were so 
large, numbering perhaps up to a billion, the sun 
was blotted out when they flew overhead. It is 
almost unbelievable that these species of birds, 
once so abundant, now live nowhere on earth. 
Though we have developed ways to protect 
birds and other wildlife from direct impacts 
like hunting, human activities still have a huge 
impact on many species. Because there are still 
many endangered species, and many more 
in decline, the protections of the Endangered 
Species Act are more important than ever.

Within Indiana, bird species which are 
federally endangered (that is, also in danger of 
extinction throughout the United States) are 
the Piping Plover, the Whooping Crane, and 
the interior population of the Least Tern2. The 
list of state endangered species (those species 
in danger of extinction in Indiana, but found 
elsewhere) is much longer. Indiana’s listed 
endangered bird species include: Trumpeter 
Swan, American Bittern, Least Bittern, 
Osprey, Black-crowned Night Heron, Yellow-
crowned Night Heron, Black, King, and 
Virginia Rails, Common Gallinule, Upland 
Sandpiper, Black Tern, Barn Owl, Short-eared 
Owl, Peregrine Falcon, Loggerhead Shrike, 
Sedge Wren, Marsh Wren, Golden-winged 
Warbler, Kirtland’s Warbler, Cerulean Warbler, 
Henslow’s Sparrow, Yellow-headed Blackbird3.

As well as attending events in your 
community, a good way to support any species 
which needs help is to ‘adopt’ a species as your 
own. In other words, choose to learn about and 
become an advocate for a particular species.

1  The Natural Heritage of Indiana Project. http://bit.ly/WXgPwh
2 U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service. “Endangered Species” 

http://1.usa.gov/16PVasr

3 Indiana Department of Natural Resources. “Endangered Species” 
http://bit.ly/YyN8Od

Beth Deimling, President
beth@lakelandnursery.com
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A History of Bald Eagle Decline and recovery

US Fish & Wildlife Service. “Endangered Species Program in the Upper Midwest” www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/index.html

1782: America adopted the Bald Eagle as 
the national symbol. The country may have 
had as many as 100,000 nesting eagles.
Mid to late 1800s: The first major decline 
of Bald Eagles began, coinciding with the 
decline of waterfowl, shorebirds, and other 
prey. Although largely feeding on fish and 
carrion, Bald Eagles were shot in an effort 
to eliminate a perceived threat to domestic 
livestock. Loss of nesting habitat occurred 
with intense logging.
1940: Noting that the species was “threatened 
with extinction,” Congress passed the Bald 
Eagle Protection Act, which prohibited 
killing, selling, or possessing the species.
1940s: DDT was hailed as a new pesticide to 
control mosquitoes and other insects. However, 
DDT and its residues washed into nearby 
waterways, where aquatic plants and fish 
absorbed it. Bald eagles, in turn, were poisoned 
with DDT when they ate the contaminated 
fish. The chemical interfered with the ability 
of the birds to produce strong eggshells. As a 
result, their eggs had shells so thin that they 
often broke during incubation or otherwise 
failed to hatch. Bald Eagles also died from lead 
poisoning after feeding on waterfowl containing 
lead shot, either as a result of hunting or from 
inadvertent ingestion.
1960s: With only 487 nesting pairs of bald 
eagles remaining, the species was in danger of 
extinction. In 1967, the Secretary of Interior 
listed Bald Eagles south of the 40th parallel 
under the Endangered Species Preservation 
Act of 1966.
1972: The Environmental Protection Agency 
banned the use of DDT in the United States.
1973: The Endangered Species Act was 
signed into law.

1978: The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) listed the Bald Eagle as 
endangered throughout the lower 48 states, 
except in MI, MN, OR, WA, and WI where 
it was designated as threatened. The species 
was not listed as threatened or endangered 
in Alaska because populations there have 
remained robust. Intensive recovery efforts 
began, through captive breeding programs, 
reintroduction efforts, law enforcement, and 
nest site protection during the breeding season.
1995: USFWS announced that Bald Eagles 
in the lower 48 states had recovered to the 
point where those populations previously 
considered endangered were now considered 
threatened.
2007: USFWS announced the recovery of 
our nation’s symbol and removal from the 
list of threatened and endangered species. 
USFWS estimates that there are at least 
9,789 nesting pairs of Bald Eagles in the 
contiguous United States. The bird will still be 
protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection 
Act. Both laws prohibit killing, selling or 
otherwise harming eagles, their nests, or eggs. 
USFWS will continue to monitor the status 
of Bald Eagles for a minimum of five years, as 
required by the Endangered Species Act. If 
the species should need the protection of the 
Act, the Service can relist it as endangered 
or threatened. In the meantime, individual 
states may also pass or implement laws to 
protect Bald Eagles.
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June & July, 2013 Volume 39, Number 3

N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  T I P P E C A N O E  A U D U B O N  S O C I E T Y

Cass, Fulton, Kosciusko, Marshall,  
Miami, Noble, Wabash, Whitley Counties, Indiana

TOPICS

MEET OUR 2013 BOARD OF 
BIRD BRAINS DIRECTORS

THE 
BIRDY 
BUNCH

143 SPECIES!
AT ThE BIG MAY DAY BIRD COUNT
American Wigeon, Ring-necked Duck, Ruddy Duck, Common Loon, Horned Grebe, Dunlin, Black 
Tern, Common Tern, Blue-headed Vireo, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Orange-crowned Warbler, Hooded 
Warbler, Wilson's Warbler, Lincoln's Sparrow, Summer Tanager, Northern Shoveler, Pied-billed 
Grebe, Solitary Sandpiper, Black-billed Cuckoo, Hairy Woodpecker, Cape May Warbler, Prothonotary 
Warbler, Louisiana Waterthrush, Vesper Sparrow, Orchard Oriole, Hooded Merganser, Wild Turkey, 
Green Heron, American Kestrel, Spotted Sandpiper, American Woodcock, Barred Owl, Belted 
Kingfisher, White-eyed Vireo, Bay-breasted Warbler, Redhead, Ring-necked Pheasant, Osprey, 
Sora, Black-throated Blue Warbler, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Yellow-breasted Chat, Blue-
winged Teal, Least Sandpiper, Acadian Flycatcher, Carolina Wren, Swainson's Thrush, Blackburnian 
Warbler, Red-headed Woodpecker, Veery, Blue-winged Warbler, Chestnut-sided Warbler, Yellow-
throated Warbler, Pileated Woodpecker, Palm Warbler, Northern Waterthrush, Cerulean Warbler

PAGE 2 PAGE 6

for granting permission to access quality habitat in Kosciusko County

SPECiAL THANKS TO:



The North Manchester Historical 
Society has the opportunity to present 
a special program on Monday, July 8 
called “Everglades of the North:  The 
Story of the Grand Kankakee Marsh.”  
This one-hour television documentary 
explores the history and ecology of 
an area that was home to some of the 
highest concentrations of wildlife on the 
planet.  Presidents and royalty came there 
to hunt, and the marsh seemed to be an 
endless natural resource.  Today less than 
5% of the wetlands have survived man’s 
advances.

This video has been aired on PBS 
stations in northwest Indiana, South Bend 
and the Chicago area.  It has been picked 
up for national distribution.  Come and 
be among the first in our area to see this 
excellent, highly professional presentation.  
It is an important story about Indiana 
ecology.  The history of the marsh and what 
happened to it is absolutely fascinating.

The program will be held in the 
Assembly Room of Timbercrest Senior 
Living Community, 2201 East Street, at 
6:40 p.m.  There is no cost for the program, 
which is free to the public.  All are welcome.  
While many attend only the program, 
the public is also invited to come to the 
Assembly Room at 6 p.m. for a meal prior 

to the presentation.  For those who wish 
to attend the dinner, reservations must be 
made no later than noon on Friday, July 5th.  
The cost of the meal is $8.50.  Reservations 
may be made by calling Mary at 260-982-
1813 or 260-982-0672.

July 8, 6:40 p.m. (Dinner at 6:00 p.m.)
Timbercrest Senior Living Community

S p e c i a l  J u l y  P r o g r a m

Grand KanKaKee Marsh, 
a Lost Paradise

PresenteD by the north Manchester historical society 
Monday

8

For further information contact 
Mary Chrastil, 

260-982-1813, or  
260-982-0672 at the  

Center for History
marygrace@hoosierlink.net or  
nmhistory@cinergymetro.net

TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY on the web

acebook.com/tippecanoeaudubonsocietytippeaudubon.org
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July 14, 12:30 p.m.
Steve & Connie Doud's (near roann, in)

Sunday

14

ANNUAl PICNIC
PLEASE jOiN uS TO CELEBRATE OuR RECENT 
ACCOMPLiSHMENTS — IT'S All ThANkS TO YOU!

Bring a dish to share, food to grill and 
your own table service. The setting this 
year will be at the home of Connie and 
Steve Doud. They are located in one of the 
most scenic spots in the area. The Doud's 
continue to renovate, rejuvenate and enjoy 
a beautiful property along Paw Paw Creek. 
The property was once a landscape nursery 
so there are rows of very mature trees of all 
sorts. Come ready to grill at 12:30 p.m., with 
the meal ready to serve by 1 pm. When folks 
feel rested we'll walk back to the woods and 
enjoy the scenery along the creek. Expect to 
hear and see both woodland and grassland 

birds. Steve is a most accomplished birder 
so, with his help, it may be possible to add a 
bird or two to your life list.

Directions: To reach the Doud's, go to 
Roann, IN, located on State Road 16 about 
two miles west of State Road 15. At Roann, 
turn south at the gas station and continue 
up the hill, through the "downtown" 
and on out of town on CR 700 W. Go 
approximately two miles to CR 400 and 
turn West or Right. The Doud's are the 
second house on the south side of the road. 
If you cross the bridge across the creek you 
have gone too far.

For more information, please contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu

MISSION STATEMENT
The Tippecanoe Audubon Society supports conservation and environmental 
education to promote appreciation, understanding, and preservation of birds, 
other wildlife, and diverse ecosystems for present and future generations.

Tippecanoe
Audubon Society

TAS 3



The Wabash River Defenders are 
volunteers who preserve, protect, and 
defend the Wabash River. We promote 
trash removal, ecology, boating, camping, 
wildlife habitat and history of this great 
river, the longest free-flowing river east of 
the Mississippi. The Wabash is one of the 
most impressive of all natural resources in 
Indiana and deserves our collective defense.

Last year, more than 350 volunteers 

scoured the bottoms and banks of the 
Wabash River for trash — making "Clean 
Out The Banks!" the largest type of cleanup 
organization in the state!

Tippecanoe Audubon Society will have 
a display at Paradise Springs Park this year. 
Visit us before you depart for the river and 
get an idea of the sort of flora and fauna 
you can expect to find on the river.

For more information, direct your questions here: (260) 225-4394, INFO@WabashRiverDefenders.org

W a b a s h R i v e R D e f e n D e R s . o R g
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ElECTION RESUlTS
THE VOTES ARE iN AND iT'S NOT TOO CLOSE TO CALL

Beth Deimling
President

Al Crist
Vice President

"My favorite birding area is Point Pelee 
National Park, Ontario, Canada. It's 
also my favorite kayaking destination. 
Added bonus- a restaurant 2 minutes 
from the park that serves the best 
Lake Perch I have ever eaten!"

Steve Hammer
board of Directors

Steve keeps an annual bird list of 
sightings around his home.

Dave Hicks
Field trip chair, secretary

Deb Hustin
treasurer

"The rarest birds I've seen are 
probably nesting Jabiru storks in 
Costa Rica. Or maybe the duck-
billed night heron resting in the 
same area?"

Casey Jones
editor, Web communications chair

"My most memorable sighting was 
in Morgan-Monroe State Forest 
when a Worm-eating Warbler 
perched on a shrub, not more than 
ten feet away from me, where I was 
able to observe it for quite a while." 

Stan Moore
Preserve Manager

"Best birding area?... Canoeing the 
Eel River!"

Bruce Ruisard
board of Directors

"Conservation means save what we 
can — be that through Preserves 
or on our own property.  The raw 
data we collect [during surveys] 
helps others to draw their own 
conclusions."

Jennifer Saxinger
Membership chair

"I enjoy sharing my birding 
experiences with others who have 
yet to discover their enthusiasm 
for birds — even if it means I get 
razzed a bit by my coworkers."

Margit Codispoti
archivist

Wilson Lutz
board of Directors

THESE MEMBERS WERE uNANiMOuSLY VOTED TO THE BOARD OF DiRECTORS ON APRiL 23, 2013.
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B i r d  o f  t h e  M o n t h

Hooded Warbler:
By BRuCe RuiSARD

No one would dispute that the Hooded 
Warbler (setophaga citrina) is a very attractive 
bird. Black marking on the head of an overall 
bright yellow bird make it a prize to birders. 
It shares its habitat with Cerulean Warblers 
and Parulas, but the Hooded Warbler stays 
in the middle to lower sections of the trees.

They nest in a small tree 2-4 feet from 
the ground in the woods. In Kosciusko 
County, for example, I have found 
presumed nesters only in Greider’s Woods 
at Tri-County Fish and Wildlife Area and 
at Winona Lake in the bicycle path woods. 
Usually four eggs are laid. One source said 
Cowbirds don’t bother too much.

They range from the Gulf to Canada 
along the Atlantic Coast. Their range 
gets stretchy further inland due to 
sparse forested habitat that they require. 
Hooded Warblers are uncommon summer 
residents in Northern Indiana and 
Southern Michigan but, they are more 
common throughout the extensive forests 
of Southern Indiana. 

Hooded Warblers are heard many 
times before they are seen. Oftentimes, 
it helps to know not to look in the top of 
trees to find them. The song of the Hooded 
Warbler sounds like “ta-wit, ta-wit, ta-wit, 
tee-o”. Sounds that might be confused with 
it are the Chestnut-sided Warbler (“please 
please, please to meet-cha”), the Magnolia 
Warbler (“weta, weta, weteo”) and the 
Mourning Warbler (“chury, chury, chury, 
oweo”). Additionally, don’t be confused 
by the Common Yellowthroat (“weata, 
weata, weata”) or the highly-variable song 
of the Yellow Warbler. These last two will 
probably not be found deep in mature 
woods. These warblers, along with Canada 
Warbler and Veery, are what I call northern 

specialties that make our chapter’s area a 
great place for summer birding.

Sadly, the best places to find Hooded 
Warblers in our area is very limited because 
of the insatiable greed of landowners to sell 
timber as soon as they can. Deforestation is 
not just a problem in Brazil, Central America 
or Indonesia; we have the problem right here 
in Indiana. Most people don’t even know 
what a fully-grown tree looks like. 

Male Hooded Warblers keep their vivid 
colors all year long, as they winter in Central 
America. They are found there in low, moist 
thickets and second-growth woodlands. 
They don’t leave for their beleaguered nesting 
ground until April. 

AOu CODE
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A group of warblers are collectively 
referred to as a "bouquet", "confusion", 
"fall" and "wrench" of warblers.

Birds   a Feather

Hooded Warblers are members of 
the Wood-Warbler family, a new world 
classification of which, only half are found 
part of the year in North America.

So, why not take a walk in June at one 
of the two areas I mentioned and find a 
Hooded Warbler. Their population is listed 
as a bird of special concern in our state. Show 
your concern by paying them a visit. 

EXPIRING 
MEMBERShIPS 
— SORTING ThROUGh IT

Check the back cover of your newsletter, 
do you see a line in the address field, 
above your name, that reads: "Membership 
expires: XX/XX/XXXX"? That is when 
your Friends of tippe membership expires.  

Does that date in the address field 
sustain your membership for the remainder 
of this year?

If you answered "yes" then you are 
covered. Thank you. If you answered "no" 
and if the date in the address field is 
actually in the past then your membership 
has expired — or you are Marty McFly 
from the hit movie back to the Future.

In fact, McFly, if you don't renew 
your Friend of Tippe Membership this 
time, you're reading your last issue of the 
Tippe-Topics. 

What about the National Audubon 
Society memberships?

Well, I guess we reckoned that you 
were receiving enough renewal reminders 
from the National Audubon Society so, 
if you do not see a "Membership expires: 
XX/XX/XXXX" line above your name, 
that means you are only a member of the 
National Audubon Society. Maybe now 
is the time to return the envelope to your 
local Audubon chapter and support this 
newsletter and the restoration efforts that 
are both ongoing and in our future. 

If you feel that the date of your 
membership expiration is inaccurate, please 
do not hesitate to contact the membership 
chair, Jennifer Saxinger (jsaxinger@yahoo.
com) to correct the problem. 

TAS 7



Canada Goose 252
Mute Swan 193
Wood Duck 59
American Wigeon 1
Mallard 48
Blue-winged Teal 6
Northern Shoveler 2
Redhead 4
Ring-necked Duck 1
Hooded Merganser 3
Ruddy Duck 1
Ring-necked Pheasant 4
Wild Turkey 3
Common Loon 1
Pied-billed Grebe 2
Horned Grebe 1
Double-crested Cormorant 46
Great Blue Heron 65
Great Egret 1
Green Heron 3
Turkey Vulture 120
Osprey 4
Bald Eagle 1
Sharp-shinned Hawk 1
Red-tailed Hawk 14
American Kestrel 3
Sora 4
American Coot 23
Sandhill Crane 13
Semipalmated Plover 1
Killdeer 45
Spotted Sandpiper 3
Solitary Sandpiper 2
Semipalmated Sandpiper 1
Least Sandpiper 6
Pectoral Sandpiper 31
Dunlin 1
American Woodcock 3
Black Tern 1
Common Tern 1
Rock Pigeon 52
Mourning Dove 209
Black-billed Cuckoo 2
Barred Owl 3
Chimney Swift 54
Ruby-throated Hummingbird 5
Belted Kingfisher 3
Red-headed Woodpecker 7

May Count Results
This year’s annual ‘Big Day in May’ 

Spring bird count resulted in a total of 143 
species! The twenty-two individuals who 
participated counted 7,339 individual birds 
in Kosciusko County. If we were to apply 
this sample to the broader population, 
we could speculate that any individual in 
Kosciusko county would see an average 
of 333 birds a day. Hopefully, as you’ll see 
from the table, those 333 birds will not 
only be House Sparrows. We might also be 
able to assume that any individual would 
encounter at least six different species in a 
day. Can you recall six species of birds you 
heard or saw today?

Some of the more uncommon species 
this year included: American Wigeon, 
Ring-necked Duck, Ruddy Duck, 
Common Loon, Horned Grebe, Dunlin, 
Black Tern, Common Tern, Blue-headed 
Vireo, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Orange-
crowned Warbler, Hooded Warbler, 
Wilson's Warbler, Lincoln's Sparrow, 
Summer Tanager. Only one of each of 
these species were found on May 11, 2013.

Connie Doud
Steve Doud
Don Musselman
Jeanne Musselman
Casey Jones
Jennifer Saxinger
Bruce Ruisard
John VanLaeken
Lana Jarrett
Lila O'Connell
James Townsend

Stan Moore
Jerry Sweeten
Melinda Sweeten
Steve Hammer
Dave Hicks
Deb Hustin
Jabin Burnworth
Hannah Burnworth
Ira Burnworth
Andy Rich
Gregory Clark

Thank You 
to this year’s participants
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Red-bellied Woodpecker 54
Downy Woodpecker 26
Hairy Woodpecker 2
Northern Flicker 18
Pileated Woodpecker 9
Eastern Wood-Pewee 1
Acadian Flycatcher 6
Willow Flycatcher 1
Least Flycatcher 46
Empid. Flycatcher 5
Eastern Phoebe 14
Great Crested Flycatcher 25
Eastern Kingbird 14
White-eyed Vireo 3
Yellow-throated Vireo 38
Blue-headed Vireo 1
Warbling Vireo 63
Red-eyed Vireo 30
Blue jay 55
American Crow 135
Horned Lark 24
Purple Martin 59
Tree Swallow 295
Northern Rough-winged Swallow 159
Bank Swallow 65
Cliff Swallow 29
Barn Swallow 261
Carolina Chickadee 13
Black-capped Chickadee 18
Tufted Titmouse 68
White-breasted Nuthatch 39
Carolina Wren 6
House Wren 92
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 1
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 50
Eastern Bluebird 64
Veery 7
Swainson's Thrush 6
Wood Thrush 34
American Robin 658
Gray Catbird 237
Brown Thrasher 16
European Starling 356
Blue-winged Warbler 7
Tennessee Warbler 16
Orange-crowned Warbler 1
Nashville Warbler 27
Northern Parula 18

Yellow Warbler 221
Chestnut-sided Warbler 7
Magnolia Warbler 15
Cape May Warbler 2
Black-throated Blue Warbler 4
Yellow-rumped Warbler 56
Black-throated Green Warbler 37
Blackburnian Warbler 6
Yellow-throated Warbler 7
Palm Warbler 9
Bay-breasted Warbler 3
Cerulean Warbler 10
Black-and-white Warbler 35
American Redstart 40
Prothonotary Warbler 2
Ovenbird 26
Northern Waterthrush 9
Louisiana Waterthrush 2
Common Yellowthroat 123
Hooded Warbler 1
Wilson's Warbler 1
Yellow-breasted Chat 5
Eastern Towhee 12
Chipping Sparrow 95
Field Sparrow 44
Vesper Sparrow 2
Savannah Sparrow 1
Song Sparrow 70
Lincoln's Sparrow 1
Swamp Sparrow  14
White-throated Sparrow 66
White-crowned Sparrow 44
Summer Tanager 1
Scarlet Tanager 18
Northern Cardinal 188
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 60
indigo Bunting 44
Bobolink 11
Red-winged Blackbird 783
Eastern Meadowlark 16
Common Grackle 153
Brown-headed Cowbird 91
Orchard Oriole 2
Baltimore Oriole 103
House Finch 25
American Goldfinch 86
House Sparrow 307
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president’s Corner
Must see birding Destinations
By AL CRiSt

Vice-president's corner? Obviously a 
new column in Tippe-topics! No, hopefully 
just a one time deal. Let me introduce 
myself. At home I'm Beth Deimling's 
husband, but when we put on our Audubon 
hats I'm the Vice-president of TAS, the 
assistant to whom I lovingly refer as “La 
Presidenta”. Beth's “President's Corner” 
column will return next issue.

You may wonder why I'm writing the 
column this issue, and if truth be told, I'm 
scratching my head just a bit as well. It kind of 
reminds me of our family Christmas letter last 
year. In mid-December I made the mistake of 
pointedly asking Beth why she hadn't gotten 
started writing the letter. You can guess how 
that turned out, since I was the one who ended 
up authoring the letter that year. As far as this 
month's column goes, suffice it to say that I 
apparently don't learn from my mistakes.

However, this does give me the opportunity 
to tell you about four really fantastic birding 
destinations you may not be aware of, all 
within a few hours drive from northeastern 
Indiana. For either a day trip or a weekend 
visit, these areas offer some of the most 
spectacular birding to be found, not just in the 
Midwest, but in any region of the U.S. Most of 
you are probably aware of Jasper-Pulaski Fish 
and Wildlife Area and the incredible sight 
of Sandhill Cranes by the thousands in the 
spring and especially in the fall. The four areas 
I'd like to tell you about are not much farther 
away and are equally, if not more, spectacular.

Only about 100 miles away from our area, 
the Indiana Dunes region of northwestern 
Indiana offers birding that can be dramatic 
nearly any month of the year. Over 340 

species have been recorded in the area. Habitat 
is incredibly varied: forest, swamp, prairie, 
savannah, and especially unique for our area - 
dunes, beach, and the large and deep body of 
water that is Lake Michigan. Spring migration 
is particularly impressive here but any time 
of the year can yield real birding excitement. 
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore, Indiana 
Dunes State Park, Beverly Shores, Johnson 
Beach, Michigan City Harbor, Miller Beach, 
Port of Indiana, and the State Line / Calumet 
region are all worth repeated visits. A word of 
warning: in this area one really needs to know 
when, where and how to look. The website 
of the Indiana Audubon Society provides 
much of that information for these areas (as 
well as other quality birding areas in Indiana). 
Visit www.indianaaudubon.org/Birds/
ImportantBirdAreas to be enlightened!

Magee Marsh, 25 miles east of Toledo, 
OH is located just steps away from Lake Erie. 
It's an easy three hour drive from our area. 
Magee Marsh is all about Warblers. In fact, it 
may be the best site in North America to view 
Warblers during their spring migration. Billed 
as the “Warbler Capital of the World”, Magee 
Marsh and the adjacent Ottawa National 
Wildlife Refuge also provide excellent birding 
for other migratory songbirds, waterfowl, and 
shorebirds. For more information visit www.
mageemarsh.org and/or the Website of the 
Black Swamp Bird Observatory www.bsbo.
org/birding.

With the 2005 purchase by the Indiana 
Dept. Of Natural Resources and the 2010 
grand opening of the site, Goose Pond 
Fish and Wildlife area has exploded onto 
the birding scene in Indiana. Already, over 
240 bird species have been seen. Significant 
restoration work was done at the site following 
the purchase. In fact, it was one of the largest 
habitat restoration projects ever undertaken 
in the U.S. There are now over 8,000 acres 
of habitat, primarily marsh, prairie and open 
water. Mind boggling numbers of waterfowl 

Vice President’s
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Beth Deimling, President
beth@lakelandnursery.com

New Friends oF Tippe
Tom & Sandy Elshire Wabash
Allen & Joan Deeter north Manchester
David Migliorini north Manchester
Candace Macdonald columbia city

New NATiONAL MEMBERS
Sharon Baker Warsaw
Edward Castile north Manchester
Omer R. Clark Kewanna
Daniel E. Conner rochester
Peggy Gantz Plymouth
Betty Hamman Peru
Shannon Langmaid south Whitley
Janet Lant syracuse
Al Meck Pierceton
David Migliorini north Manchester
Cathy Miller syracuse
Anna M. Minker Plymouth
Juanita Rapp laFountaine
Sandy Sawyer rochester
Freidric Slabach Wawaka
Lin-Brad Staats columbia city
Betty Walker columbia city

Our membership is 
composed of more than 450 

businesses and individuals 
in the following northeast 

Indiana counties:

Cass, Fulton, Kosciusko, 
Marshall, Miami, Noble, 

Wabash, Whitley

can be seen during spring and fall migrations as 
well as numerous species of shore, marsh, and 
grassland birds. Ground was broken for a new 
visitors center last fall. Located near Linton, 
IN about 90 miles southeast of Indianapolis, 
it's less than a four hour trip from our area. The 
DNR web-site provides more information- 
www.in.gov/dnr/fishwild/3094

Canada's Point Pelee National Park is 
truly a birding legend. Canada? Close by? 
Surprisingly so, the answer is yes. Drive 
to Detroit, cross the border (passport now 
required) and head southeast 40 miles to 
an amazing place. It's just over a four hour 
drive from northeast Indiana! Point Pelee 
is a 10 mile long peninsula projecting south 
from the north shore of Lake Erie. It is the 
southernmost point in all of Canada. The park 
is nearly 6 sq. miles of marsh, forest, beach 
and pond habitat. As birds cross Lake Erie 
heading north in the spring, Point Pelee is the 
first land they see and most stop to rest after 
the lake crossing. Incredible congregations 
of birds result. Warbler viewing is amazing 
in spring but other migratory songbirds, 
waterfowl, shorebirds, marsh species, and 
raptors are present in impressive numbers.  
It is also a major staging point for the fall 
migration. Birds are not the only animals that 
use the point to stage for their fall migration. 
Monarch butterflies and various species of 
migratory dragonflies congregate in the park 
in the early fall. Upwards of 10,000 Monarchs 
have been counted in a single day. Point 
Pelee is considered one of the finest birding 
destinations in the world, drawing visitors 
from around the globe, yet it's just an easy 
half-day drive for us! For more information 
visit the Parks Canada website at www.pc.gc.
ca/eng/pn-np/on/pelee/index.aspx

Hopefully I've given you a few new ideas. 
Now, get out there and get birding!
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Cass, Fulton, Kosciusko, Marshall,  
Miami, Noble, Wabash, Whitley Counties, Indiana

TOPICS

VOTE NOW!
for Tippecanoe Audubon Society

(FrOm BEacON crEdiT UNiON) Project Spotlight is a charitable giving campaign 
that allows you to nominate local charities, non-for-profits and community projects 
for the potential to earn funding from Beacon Credit Union. With your participation, 
Beacon will donate a total of $21,000 benefiting 36 local charitable organizations in 
Northeast Indiana! Project Spotlight isn’t just for Beacon members — we want everyone 
in the communities we serve to have the chance to participate! So nominate your favorite 
organization, charity, or community project now!

cast your vote by stopping in at any Beacon credit Union 
or vote online at http://www.beaconcu.org/project-spotlight/

Tippecanoe Audubon Society is listed in the "Wabash county (city of Wabash)" category



Loblolly Marsh is a part of the 
Limberlost Swamp, in Jay and Adams 
Counties, once a forested wetland of over 
13,000 acres.  The area was the home of 
well-known Hoosier author Gene Stratton-
Porter (1863-1924) for several decades.  A 
number of her nature-study books, as well 
as the novels A Girl of the Limberlost (1909) 
and Freckles (1904), were set in the area.  
However, in the late 1800s drainage of the 
wetland began and the area was converted to 
agriculture.  Disappointed by the loss, Gene 
Stratton-Porter moved north to Rome City.  
Beginning in 1997, the Limberlost Swamp 
Remembered group began restoration of 
over 400 acres.  The total restored acreage is 
now over 1,600.

Our visit will be led by Curt Burnette, 
Naturalist/Program Developer at the 
Limberlost State Historic Site and will 
focus on wetland birds and the restoration.  
If you wish to tour the Limberlost Cabin, 
a discounted price of $3 a person will be 

available for a guided tour which lasts 
approximately 45 minutes. 

For more information on the restoration 
work see http://bit.ly/15ZUHSo.  A bird 
list from June, 2009, is available at http://
bit.ly/1bW4ygV.

The starting point for the trip will be the 
recently opened Limberlost State Historic 
Site Visitor Center in Geneva.  Geneva is 
at the intersection of SR 116 and SR 27, 
about 15 miles southeast of Bluffton or 
35 miles south of Fort Wayne.  You can 
meet the group at the site or carpool from 
North Manchester.  The Visitor Center 
is in Geneva (200 E. 6th Street), at the 
intersection of US 27 and 6th street, two 
blocks south of the flashing yellow lights.  
If you wish to carpool, meet at 8:15 am at 
Manchester University Science Center on 
Wayne St.  Please be sure to park in a spot 
designated for visitors.

Bring insect repellant and binoculars, 
and lunch if you wish. 

Saturday, August 17, 10:00 A.m.
Geneva, IN (Carpool meeting at Manchester College at 8:15 am)

A u g u s t  F i e l d  T r i p

LimberLoSt (LobLoLLy ) mArSh
Saturday

17

For more information, please contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu
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TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY on the web

acebook.com/tippecanoeaudubonsocietytippeaudubon.org

For more information, please contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu

miSSiON STaTEmENT
The Tippecanoe Audubon Society supports conservation and environmental 
education to promote appreciation, understanding, and preservation of birds, 
other wildlife, and diverse ecosystems for present and future generations.

Saturday, September 21, 10:30 A.m.
Medaryville, IN (Carpool meeting at Manchester College at 8:30 am)

S e p t e m b e r  F i e l d  T r i p

JASper-puLASki FWA
Saturday

21
Although Jasper-Pulaski is best known for 

the fall gathering of Sandhill Cranes, there is 
a lot to see here at all times of year within its 
8000 acres. It is one of Audubon's Important 
Bird Areas.  Habitats range from prairie to 
woodland to wetlands, giving a good diversity 
of bird groups.  Site information is available 
at http://www.in.gov/dnr/fishwild/3091.htm.

Jasper-Pulaski is located in northwestern 
Indiana, near the town of Medaryville on 
US 421.  The starting point for the trip 
will be the Fish and Wildlife headquarters, 
which is on SR143/CR550N just west of its 
junction with US 421 about 4 miles north 
of Medaryville.  Visitors must sign in at 
headquarters. You can meet the group at 
the site or carpool from North Manchester.  
If you wish to carpool, meet at 8:30 am at 

Manchester University Science Center on 
Wayne St.  Please be sure to park in a spot 
designated for visitors. 

Bring insect repellant and binoculars, 
and lunch if you wish. A spotting scope 
will be provided, but if you have one, it 
may be useful to bring along. 

TAS 3



By Bruce ruisard

Two fine life histories on the Louisiana 
Waterthrush were published in 1953 
and 1958 by Arthur Bent and Stephen 
W. Easton — names that seem to ring a 
bell. Research done 60 years ago reveals 
that evolution has not changed these 
birds because everything I have observed 
about them is the same. The Louisiana 
Waterthrush has a beautiful habitat, some 
observers even recall a gurgling flowing 
stream when they think of them. A smaller 
tree-covered stream at Greider Woods in 
Tri-County FWA is where I found a pair of 
them a few years ago and I heard the male 
sing. Bigger streams generally coincide with 
an opening in the forest, which increases 

cowbird interference.  They nest in a narrow 
territory 400 meters long with the nest in 
the middle placed on a rock ledge. Leaves 
and roots are used as nesting material with 
5-6 eggs laid. They hatch in 14 days and 
leave the nest following their parents in 8-10 
days; it all happens very fast. The parents 
forage in different directions from the nest. 
Food usually consists of stonefly and mayfly 
larvae, which peak during nesting season. 
They also eat spiders, dragonflies, beetles, 
snails and small mollusks. Shade or rocks 
are necessary to stop growth of vegetation 
along the stream. They have the habit of 
walking — not hopping — and tilting their 
tail upwards. Most of their time is spent on 
the ground except when the male is singing 
in the tree 5-10 meters above the ground. 

AOU CODE
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They have been known to hunt in trees such 
as hemlocks after the nesting season. 

Louisiana Waterthrushes spend their 
winters in the lowlands of Guatemala and 
Costa Rica, arriving there in September. 
When seen in South America they are alone 
and beside a body of water. Learning their 
song is helpful to identify them; it has two 
parts: three notes, “pio, pio, pio”, followed by 
a jumbled fast “tadavtaa”. Call is a “pit” in 
contrast to the Northern Watherthrush's 
loud “chip”. They sing five times a minute and 
they have a special pursuit song when a rival 
enters their territory. They also have a song 
they sing in flight. Only females incubate 
and singing declines with incubation and 
feeding young. You might hear that song 
from a migrant starling around the 25th 
of April; however, in suitable habitat one 
singing in June here in Northern Indiana is 
undoubtedly a nesting attempt. Central and 
Southern Indiana have great woods with 
small streams where you can expect to find 
them more regularly. I have heard them in 

wet woods without streams where flooding 
and shade kept the plant growth in check. 

The Louisiana Waterthrush's range 
extends from Louisiana and Northern 
Florida to the Great Lakes region. Northern 
Waterthrush's range starts at the Great 
Lakes and extends to Northern Alaska and 
Canada. Their ranges overlap very little. 

One of the wood warblers that visit our 
area to nest are gone again — it seems too fast. 
These birds' habitat and unique ways make 
them a delight to observe or at least hear; the 
best way to do so would be with a recording of 
the two waterthrush songs. Don't forget that 
they also spend most of their time walking on 
the ground. Look for buffy flanks and a bold 
eye stripe, wider behind the eye. 

A group of warblers are collectively 
referred to as a "bouquet", "confusion", 
"fall" and "wrench" of warblers.

Birds   a Feather

tuesday, September 24, 7:30 p.m.
Manchester University Student Union, Hoff Room

S e p t e m b e r  P r o g r a m

WetLAnd reStorAtion
Presented by benjAMin Hess

Saturday

24
Benjamin Hess 

will be our featured 
speaker in September. 
His specialties 
include Midwest 
plant communities, 
botany, prescribed 
burning, native plant 
propagation, native 
seed production, land management 
planning, invasive plant management 

and native plant education. He is 
currently an employee of Heartland 
Restoration in Fort Wayne and he will 
be suggesting ideas and sharing his 
expertise with respect to the Flory-
Gemmer Marsh restoration project. 
Benjamin is also a board member of 
the Fox Island Alliance, a non-profit 
organization that helps encourage the 
use of Fox Island County Park and 
Nature Preserve in Fort Wayne.
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president’s Corner
By Beth deimling

A few days ago (that is, as I’m writing 
this in the middle of July), I noticed a 
sandpiper exploring one of those giant 
puddles in a farm field. You know the 
ones — those misplaced pools that have 
been present on a semi-permanent basis 
due to all the rain we’ve had through 
spring and early summer. It seemed odd 
 — out of place and out of season — for 
a sandpiper to be so misguided in its’ 
selection of habitat. That’s something a 
migrating bird would do. And then one 
of our board members mentioned that 
some birds begin their migration back 
south in July, and that it’s not uncommon 
in July to see ducks and shorebirds last 
seen here in March. Already on July 
11, Indiana Dunes birders had reported 
shorebird migration in the form of 
Willets, Marbled Godwits, and Avocets, 
among others. Bird migration is complex, 
varying tremendously by species, and 
by populations within species, and by 
year, depending strongly on weather. In 
Indiana, it has become fairly easy to take 
note of the migration of Sandhill Cranes 
— especially if you make a trip to Jasper-
Pulaski National Wildlife Refuge in the 
fall. If you’re lucky enough to live on one 
of the many northern Indiana lakes, you 
may be aware of the arrival of longabsent 
species of ducks or other waterfowl. 
Birds such as cranes or geese can and do 
cover great distances in a short period 
of time. Other birds, such as Black-and-
White Warblers, travel short distances 
each day, taking several months to move 
from their breeding grounds in the U.S. 
and Canada to their wintering grounds 
from southern Florida to South America. 
It’s a patchwork quilt of birds and their 
migration patterns. Keep your eyes and 

ears open throughout the next couple of 
months, and enjoy the beauty of those 
patterns.

Those of you who missed the July 
8th showing of the film “Everglades 
of the North: the Story of the Grand 
Kankakee Marsh” (announced in the last 
TippeTopics), missed an excellent film. 
The film covers the history, ecology, and 
destruction of this once great marsh, and 
mentions current restoration efforts. The 
Grand Kankakee Marsh was one of the 
largest wetlands in North America. This 
riparian Garden of Eden covered much 
of present-day northwestern Indiana 
and adjoining areas in Illinois, was home 
to some of the highest concentrations 
of wildlife on the planet, and was 
tremendously important for migrating 
birds. Only 5% of the area of this marsh 
remains. The draining of this marsh 
made a huge detrimental impact on the 
migrating bird populations of eastern 
North America. If you get another 
opportunity to see this film, please do so. 
Any bird lover living in northern Indiana 
should know the story about this marsh.

Finally, work is progressing on 
our own Flory-Gemmer Marsh. Our 
contractor was out at the end of June 
spraying invasive Reed-Canary Grass 
with herbicide. We needed to draw down 
the water level in the marsh for that 
herbicide treatment, and though our 
water-control structure is not currently 
holding back any water, there are still 
areas of standing water in the marsh, 
and areas of actively growing Arrowhead 
(sagittaria sp.), a desirable native. We 
are still on target for broadcasting seed 
of native species this fall. Stay tuned for 
progress reports!

Beth Deimling, President
beth@lakelandnursery.com
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New Friends oF Tippe
Linda Ward Plymouth
Michael & Angie Beauchamp Wabash
Ms. Mary L. Molho rochester
Sherry Huston Wabash
Kathryn Presl north Manchester
Jim & Merna Eisenbraun Warsaw
Shirley Wilcox north Manchester
Dr. Richard A. Livingston north Manchester

New nATiOnAl mEmbErS
Charles & Mary Lou Staton Akron
Lily Rockenbaugh Peru
Donn & Brenda Kale rochester

Our membership is 
composed of more than 450 

businesses and individuals 
in the following northeast 

Indiana counties:

Cass, Fulton, Kosciusko, 
Marshall, Miami, Noble, 

Wabash, Whitley

FlOry-
GEmmEr 
marSh

BiG 
NEWS 
WiLL BE
aNNOUNcEd
iN ThE NEXT 
NEWSLETTEr
rEady yOUr haNd TrOWELS

Tippecanoe
Audubon Society
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Cass, Fulton, Kosciusko, Marshall,  
Miami, Noble, Wabash, Whitley Counties, Indiana

TOPICS

marsh
of dimes
(AND DOLLARS)

SWAMP SPARROW .................... PG. 4
HIBISCUS MOSCHUETOS ......... PG. 8
CROSSLEY'S RAPTOR GUIDE ... PG. 10

FLORY-GEMMER MARSH FUNDRAISING CONTINUES



The handicapped-accessible boardwalk 
gives a great view of the extensive wetlands 
south of Backwater Lake near North 
Webster.  This area has been a breeding site 
for Sandhill Cranes for several years, and 
they are sometimes seen here late in the 
year.  Many kinds of migrating waterfowl 
also stop here.  There is also a good look at 

a beaver dam at the end of the boardwalk.
Directions: From US 30 at Larwill, travel 

about 8 miles north on SR5 to CR 850 and 
turn west (there is a sign at the turn).  Travel 
about ½ mile to the parking lot at the dead 
end.  A spotting scope will be provided, but 
if you have one, it may be useful to bring 
along.

Saturday, October 12  9:30 am
Near North Webster, IN

O c t o b e r  F i e l d  T r i p

PISGAH MARSH BOARDWALK
Saturday

12

For more information, please contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu

Save the Date
December 10, 5:30 p.m.
Manchester University Student Union, Hoff Room

Tuesday

10
A n n u a l  D i n n e r

HISTORY OF THE EEL RIVER
PRESENTED BY MATT JONES, 

WATER RESOURCE EDUCATION SPECIALIST

Matt is a dynamic speaker whose knowledge of the human and natural history of 
Northern Indiana's waterways seems inexhaustible. 

Reservations must be made by December 6th. 
Contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu to reserve your spot.

More information to follow in the next newsletter and online at www.tippeaudubon.org
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Stockbridge Audubon Society Events
Stockbridge Audubon, based in Fort Wayne, has a very active group of serious birders. 
Their fireld trips, conducted most weekends, are open to the public. For further 
information, go to stockbridgeaudubon.org or contact Jim Haw by phone (260) 485-
7802 or e-mail Jhawillet@aol.com

Sunday, Oct 13: BIG SIT AT FOX ISLAND, 1 P.M. TO 5 or so; let the birds 
come to us on the back deck of the Nature Center.  Just drop in when you can, and 
help us add to the list.

Saturday, October 19: Lake Michigan lakefront.  Leave at 6:30 a.m. from 
lamppost K, Meijer parking lot, Lima Rd. just north of I-69; return about 6-6:30 
p.m.  Leaders:  Ed Powers, John Winebrenner.

Sunday, October 27: Hurshtown Reservoir; meet at the reservoir on Roth Rd. 1.5 
miles north of Grabill Rd. at 3 p.m.; finish around 5 p.m.  Leaders:  Tony Acosta, 
Jim Haw

Saturday, November 2: Jasper-Pulaski FWA for general birding in afternoon; 
Sandhill Crane spectacular at sundown.  Leave at 9:30 a.m. from Scott’s, NW 
corner of jct. IN 14 west and Scott Rd.; return around 10-10:30 p.m.  Carry a picnic 
lunch; we’ll stop for a fast-food supper on the way home.  Leaders:   Ed Powers, 
Sandy Schacht

Sunday, November 10: Hurshtown Reservoir; meet at the reservoir on Roth Rd. 
1.5 miles north of Grabill Rd. at 3 p.m.; finish around 5 p.m.  Leaders:  Tony 
Acosta, Jim Haw

Saturday, December 14 Fort Wayne Christmas Bird Count; details later

Tippecanoe
Audubon Society

TAS 3



Swamp SparrOw
BY BRUCE RUISARD

Not exactly sought after by bird listers 
(a more detailed designation than birders) is 
the Swamp Sparrow (Melospiza georgiana). 
A true marsh dweller, the Swamp Sparrow 
is often overlooked. It is another bird in our 
Audubon chapter's area I like to call one of 
our Northern specialties.

The reason for this is that Northern 
Indiana and Illinois, Upper Ohio, West 
Virginia and Virginia are its range. With all 
the Indiana swamps in Amos Butler's time 
(late 1800s), and even today in places like 
Goose Pond's famous marshes, their range is 
the same. Butler reported "They have not been 
reported as breeding south of the Northern tier 
of counties." Green County's recent Summer 
Bird Count failed to report a Swamp Sparrow.

They are regularly found in Kosciusko 
County in the summer at the Hospital 
boardwalk and at Tri-County Fish and Wildlife 
Area. They nest in cattail marshes, tall grasses 
and sedge areas. In 2011, Kosciusko County 
reported the only four Swamp Sparrows in the 
state (out of 26 Summer Counts). However, 
some are found migrating through the state and 
some will overwinter ó especially in Southern 
Indiana and Illinois. Take note of who reported 
them in areas where they are found. Ed 
Hopkins has found them in Summer Counts 
in Newton and Cass Counties in recent years. 
Many more must go unrecorded due to trouble 
identifying them.

When you see one, the adult has noticeable 
gray on the head, rufous wings and black 
streaks on the back. They typically stay pretty 
low as they forage on seeds of weeds, grasses, 
sedges and insects. Their song is a slow trill, like 
a Chipping Sparrow but, they are not likely to 
share the same habitat. A Marsh Wren, who 
does share the same habitat as the Swamp 
Sparrow, sounds harsh and metallic like a 
sewing machine. Pine Warbler's songs is also 

a trill but, it will more often be heard from red 
pines and southern pines. So, a combination 
of habitat, song and hopefully a good look will 
make it possible to get a positive identification.

Swamp Sparrows nest in loose colonies 
within marsh vegetation and often over water. 
The female lays 3-6 eggs and incubates them 
alone for 12-13 days. They usually raise only 
one brood a year and they are frequently a 
victim of Cowbird nest parasitism.

Because they range from Newfoundland 
to Manitoba, they pass through in the Fall on 
their way South. Most will spend the winter 
in the United States but, some go into Mexico 
and Central  America. 

We hope this marsh dweller will visit and 
eventually nest in the soon to be restored 
Flory-Gemmer Marsh. While it may not 
be the most flashy visitor or resident, it will 
hopefully be one of many new attractions. 

A group of sparrows are collectively 
referred to as a "crew", "flutter", 
"meinie", "quarrel" and "ubiquity" of 
sparrows.

Birds   a Feather

AOU CODE

SWSP
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TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY on the web

acebook.com/tippecanoeaudubonsocietytippeaudubon.org

This is our 38th year participating in the 
National Audubon Society’s Christmas 
Bird Count. Teams of two or three people 
will be assigned to designated areas in 

our count circle (15-miles in diameter, 
centered on Oswego, IN). Birders of all skill 
levels participate and are welcome. Bring 
binoculars and dress warmly.

To join the count, please contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu

Saturday, December 28, 7:00 a.m.
Pre-count breakfast at Bob Evans in Warsaw

Saturday

28

3 8 t h  A n n u a l

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

Save the Date

For more information, please contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu

Saturday, November 9, 9:30 a.m.
Lagro, IN

N o v e m b e r  F i e l d  T r i p

KOKIWANEE NATURE PRESERVE
Saturday

9
This ACRES-owned 135 acre preserve 

along the Salamonie River has a nice diversity 
of habitats from the riverbank to the forested 
bluffs above the river to open fields.  A nearby 
overlook gives a good look at the river gorge, 
where Bald Eagles are often seen in the winter 
months.  The trails have some steep areas 
(with steps).

Directions to Kokiwanee: Follow SR 524 
south from the town of Lagro. Cross the 
Wabash River and follow 524 as it bends 

to the left. When 524 bends right, continue 
straight on Hanging Rock Road. Follow it 
past Hanging Rock and around a right-angle 
bend. Continue straight onto CR 500 E and 
follow through a left-angle bend (becomes CR 
50 S) until it reaches a T intersection with CR 
600 E. Turn right at the T and take the next 
right to the Tailwater Fishing area parking 
lot (do not park at the lot on CR 50 S). The 
Nature Preserves section of the ACRES web 
site has more instructions and links to maps.

TAS 5



Sponsor Species Diversity 
Visit our website and click on the nature preserves tab; 
there, you will find a donate button where you can make 
your contribution of $10 or more. You can also use the 
self-addressed envelope included in this newsletter and 
send your contribution to Jennifer Saxinger, Membership 
Chair, 1335 Jones Street, Wabash, Indiana 46992. 

Sponsor a flat of plugs
$50 per flat of a single species. Sponsor as many species as you'd like.

Sponsor an acre
This $200 donation covers the cost of one 
acre's worth of plugs.   

0% of our goal has been met!

F L O R Y - G E M M E R  M A R S H  F U N D  D R I V E

PLUG
FUND

6



New Friends oF Tippe

Charles Craig North Manchester

Sandy Sawyer Rochester

New NATIONAL MEMBERS

Violet Seiwert Rochester

Linda Townsond Lagro

Mr. Donald Faulker Culver

Susan Wautelet Plymouth

Ines Dragani Plymouth

Lynn Erickson Plymouth

Cathy Northcutt Warsaw

Susan Vervalin Columbia City

Katherine Sauers Columbia City

James R. Kotterman Peru

Carol Whybrew Peru

Our membership is 
composed of more than 450 

businesses and individuals 
in the following northeast 

Indiana counties:

Cass, Fulton, Kosciusko, 
Marshall, Miami, Noble, 

Wabash, Whitley

FLORY-
GEMMER 
MARSH

The Tippecanoe Audubon Society 
has committed $6,500 of our sanctuary 
fund towards reseeding the Flory-
Gemmer Marsh. $3,000 more will come 
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS). Thank you to our members 
and friends for donating! We could not 
have generated these funds without 
such generous community support. 
Thank you.

Next spring we will initiate phase III 
of our restoration plan. This will include 
purchasing and installing plant plugs in 
addition to continued management of 
invasives in the years ahead. Plant plugs 
will consist of native species that are 
already established in small pots. These 
species will complement and add to the 
species already in the seed mix at a rate 
of 100 plugs per acre. 

Over $4,500 in donations and grants 
were received during our phase II fund 
raising effort. We are asking again for 
the generous support of our community to 
help reach a goal of $3,800 by the spring 
of 2014.

TAS 7



BY DAVE HICKS

Swamp Rose-Mallow is a rather large 
aquatic plant that can be found growing in 
shallow water of local wetlands and lakes, 
generally in full sun.  It has five-petaled 
flowers that are as much as 6" across.  The 
plant can be well over 6' tall with tall, 
straight, usually unbranched, stems.  The 6" 
leaves have jagged teeth.  Another species 
in our area, Halberd-Leaved Rose Mallow 
(Hibiscus laevis), has maple-shaped leaves.

The flowers are a very attractive feature 
of this plant.  Although there are usually 
only one or two open flowers per plant at a 
given time, a stand in flower is an impressive 
sight.  Flowering occurs from mid-summer 
through early fall.  Petal colors range from 

nearly white, often with a dark red central 
region, to dark red throughout.  (Light-
flowered plants lacking the dark red 
central area were formerly called Hibiscus 
palustris, but they now are not considered 
distinct enough to be a separate species.)  
Rose-Mallow is a member of the Mallow 
Family, or Malvaceae.  Like other members 
of this family, its flowers have the pollen-
producing anthers fused in a tube around 
the seed-producing pistil in the center of 
the flower.  The pistil ends in 3 knobby 
stigmas, which receive the pollen needed 
for seed production.

The flowers are visited by a variety of 
insects as well as hummingbirds.  Cultivated 
varieties of Rose-Mallow are available and 
would make attractive plants in a wildlife 

Hibiscus moscHeutos,  
the Swamp rOSe-mallOw
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garden with moist to wet soil.  There is 
even a species of bee, the bumblebee-like 
Ptilothrix bombiformis (Rose Mallow bee), 
which specializes on visiting flowers of 
this and other Hibiscus species.  Another 
remarkable feature of this bee is its ability 
to walk on the surface film of a water body.

Although Rose-Mallow is abundant 
in some wetlands in our area, we are near 
the edge of its range and its distribution 
is rather sparse in Indiana.  It is found 
primarily in the northern and southwestern 
parts of the state.  It is more common 
in the eastern seaboard states and lower 
Mississippi valley, but populations occur 
as far west as Texas, and the species also 
occurs in east Asia.

Rose-Mallow is a member of the 
Mallow family, a mainly tropical group 
that includes a number of important crops.  
Familiar members of this family include 
okra and several species of cotton.  Since 

Rose-Mallow is a mallow that often grows 
in marshes, it may be wondered where 
marshmallows come into the picture.  The 
earliest versions of marshmallow candy 
were made with the roots of another 
member of the Mallow family, Althaea 
officinalis, originally an African species.  
Like many wetland plants, this species has 
spongy, air-transmitting tissues.  Starting 
with ancient Egyptians, the roots were 
boiled in syrup to produce the ancestral 
version of today’s familiar marshmallows.  
A variant recipe uses the sticky, okra-
like sap as the basis for a candy.  Modern 
versions use gelatin and corn starch to 
make the spongy body of the candy.

Indiana has earned considerable fame 
for its marshmallow production.  In 
midsummer giant marshmallows are a 
common sight in fields, followed by the 
Ligonier Marshmallow Festival at the end 
of the summer.

TAS 9



FrOm margit’S bOOkShelF

MISSION STATEMENT
The Tippecanoe Audubon Society supports conservation and environmental 
education to promote appreciation, understanding, and preservation of birds, 
other wildlife, and diverse ecosystems for present and future generations.

BY MARGIT CODISPOTI

A few months ago I discovered 
a bird guide that intrigued me so 
much I bought a copy for myself and 
also another as a gift for my friend’s 
birthday. The book, The Crossley ID 
Guide: Raptors by Richard Crossley, 
Jerry Liguori and Brian Sullivan, is 
not your traditional field guide. It 
might best be described as a self-
study guide to raptors.

The book’s strength lies in its 
two and four page color photos. 
As noted in the introduction, these 
photos “present birds in lifelike 
scenes so that the images (large and 
small) become imprinted on the 
reader.” The composite color plates 
depict males and females, juveniles 
and adults, color variants, and birds 
shown both near and far, in flight 
and perched, and from several 
angles. By showing many variations, 
the authors hope the reader will 
absorb a feel or impression for each 
bird that will translate to identifying 
raptors in the field. No guide I have 
seen before gives so many views of 

the same bird thereby allowing one 
to see the bird as one would likely 
see it in nature.  

The book’s 7.5 by 10 inch size 
makes it impractical to carry into 
the field, so I keep my copy beside 
my easy chair to pick up now and 
then to study the details about a 
certain hawk or vulture. After having 
studied the colored photos, I can 
then test myself by taking one of the 
many photo quizzes provided. 

Although the guide’s greatest 
strength is the photo pages, there is 
a substantial section that provides 
an account of each raptor in terms 
of “overview, flight style, size and 
structure, plumage, geographic 
variation, molt, similar species, 
status and distribution, migration, 
and vocalizations” which was written 
by two renowned raptor experts, 
Jerry Liguori and Brian Sullivan.

For anyone who would like to 
improve his ability to do more 
than say, “o look! There’s a hawk-
like bird,” this is the book that will 
build up your confidence as a raptor 
watcher.

crOSSley'S raptOr guide



preSideNt’S cOrNer
BY BETH DEIMLING

I’ve lately been reading `How Birds 
Migrate’ by Paul Kerlinger. Written in 
a very readable style, it covers a range of 
subjects, most of which fall under the 
heading “Amazingly Cool Facts about the 
Mysteries of Bird Migration.” For example, 
why do some birds migrate during the day, 
and others (most, in fact) at night or in the 
twilight hours between night and day? The 
day-migrating birds are primarily those 
that migrate by soaring (hawks, eagles, and 
vultures), and use strong updrafts to gain 
elevation. Most birds that use “powered 
flight,” that is, those that must constantly 
flap their wings, migrate at night. Kerlinger 
theorizes that a major reason why so many 
birds migrate at night is that the structure of 
the atmosphere at night is more stable; there 
are no updrafts to toss small birds around, 
and airflow is steadier, more predictable. 
Also, for all those birds using powered flight, 
flying is an energy-consuming activity that 
generates a great deal of heat. Birds stay 
cooler when they fly at night because the air 
is cooler. Also, by migrating at night, they can 

use the daylight hours to feed and to refuel 
for the next leg of the journey.

What about annual timing of migration? 
Kerlinger says he prefers the terms 
“prebreeding migration” and “postbreeding 
migration” instead of spring and fall 
migration, since migration patterns are not 
restricted to spring and fall. Snowy Owls, 
for instance fly back to the Arctic tundra 
in February and March, clearly not yet 
spring, and Sedge Wrens arrive at North 
American breeding sites in July, well past 
spring. Also, many shorebirds, including 
Lesser Yellowlegs, begin to fly south from 
their Arctic breeding grounds as early as late 
June (clearly not fall). Kerlinger is careful to 
back up each subject with examples from 
research around the country. The wealth of 
information he provides means, for me, that 
the book deserves two readings, the first to 
get a handle on the general concepts, the 
second to try to remember details. Definitely 
worth a read!!

Beth Deimling, President
beth@lakelandnursery.com

FlOry-gemmer marSh update 
BY AL CRIST

The eradication of invasive plant species is progressing nicely in Flory-Gemmer Marsh. 
Two of the three scheduled broadcast sprayings for invasive species have been completed for 
the year. The last spraying for this year will be completed by October. Reed Canary Grass 
is now 90% eradicated, but hybrid cattails have proven surprisingly persistent. The hope is 
that with one more spray, they will be brought largely under control. After the September 
spray, the slate will have been relatively cleaned, but because of existing seed banks and the 
rhizomatous nature of some invasives, continued spot spraying will be necessary on a yearly 
basis. TAS Board members Dave Hicks, Al Crist, along with USFWS Habitat Restoration 
Specialist Rick Ward are compiling seed lists for seeding that will begin in December of this 
year. 3 different seed lists are being compiled based on the hydrology of different areas in the 
marsh: mesic prairie, marsh edge, and marsh emergent. In addition to the winter seeding, 
plugs of natives will be planted in the spring of 2014. Volunteers will be needed!!!

TAS 11
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Using the interpretive character of a 
Métis (Miami-French) voyageur, we will 
briefly investigate the world of Northern 
Indiana in the early 1800’s.

While painting a picture of the 
geography, we will explore the culture that 
made their mark on our modern society 
through their language and place-names.   
The great rivers of Maumee and the 
Wabash, along with their tributaries-what 
did these resources mean to the people of 
that time?  What do they mean to us now? 

Join us as we transport our minds into 
the past, while contemplating the future 
of these resources and of the people that 
named them.

RESERVATIONS 
MUST BE MADE BY  
DECEMBER 6TH

Contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 
or djhicks@manchester.edu to reserve 
your spot.

A N N U A L  D I N N E R

THE NATIVE PEOPLES AND PLACES OF 
THE GLORIOUS GATE

PRESENTED BY MATTHEW JONES

Tuesday, December 10, 5:30 p.m.
Manchester University Student Union, Hoff Room

Tuesday

10

Cost of dinner is $18 and the menu includes: 
Lemon Rosemary Chicken
Vegetarian Lasagna
Roasted Medley of Potatoes
Green Beans
Soft wheat and white rolls
Tossed Salad with cucumber and tomatoes with dressings
Double Layered Chocolate and Carrot Cake
Beverage Service (Coffee, Hot Tea, Iced Tea and Water)

If you would like to 
attend the program 
but, do not wish to 
join us for dinner, 
please arrive at 
6:30 p.m. There is 
no charge if you only 
attend the program. 

2



DESCRIPTION: Best distinguished from 
young Red-tailed Hawks by somewhat 
smaller size, narrower tail, longer, narrower 
wings, and absence of white chest.
VOICE: Shrill scream, kee-yeeear, with a 
downward inflection.
HABITAT: (in Indiana) Bottomland 
hardwood stands, flooded deciduous 
swamps, and upland mixed deciduous–
conifer forests. They tend to live in stands 
with an open subcanopy, which makes it 
easier for them to hunt.  
RANGE: Breeds from Minnesota east to 
New Brunswick and south to Gulf Coast and 
Florida, and on Pacific Coast in California. 
Winters within its breeding range; from 
northern to southern New England.
NESTING: 2 or 3 white eggs, spotted with 
brown, in a large mass of leaves and twigs 
placed 20-60' (6-18 m) up in a forest tree.

A group of hawks are collectively 
referred to as a "boil", "knot", "spiraling", 
"stream" and "tower" of hawks.

Birds   a Feather

AOU CODE

RSHA

This is our 38th year participating in the 
National Audubon Society’s Christmas 
Bird Count. Teams of two or three people 
will be assigned to designated areas in our 
count circle (15-miles in diameter, centered 
on Oswego, IN). Birders of all skill levels 
participate and are welcome. Bring binoculars 
and dress warmly.

We will meet at 7:00 a.m. at the Bob Evans 
Restaurant in Warsaw where participants 
will receive information packages with maps 
and data forms. Count teams will then head 

to their areas and counting may continue 
until sunset (5:30 p.m.). However, counting 
until dusk is not required. If you live in the 
count circle you may choose to count birds at 
your home feeder. Participants are no longer 
required to pay fee.

The count will conclude with a compiling 
party and dinner, starting at 6:00 p.m., at the 
home of Dave Hicks and Deb Hustin, 721 
Wayne St., North Manchester, IN. Bring a 
dish to share if you’d like.

To join the count, please contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu

Saturday, December 28, 7:00 a.m.
Pre-count breakfast at Bob Evans in Warsaw

Saturday

28

38TH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

Last year's Christmas Bird Count data is now available online at: 
http://birds.audubon.org/summary-113th-christmas-bird-count-2012-2013

Red-ShouldeRed hawk Quick Facts



Sponsor Species Diversity 
Visit our website and click on the nature preserves tab; 
there, you will find a donate button where you can make 
your contribution of $10 or more. You can also use the 
self-addressed envelope included in this newsletter and 
send your contribution to Jennifer Saxinger, Membership 
Chair, 409 East State Road 14, Silver Lake, IN 46982. 

Sponsor a flat of plugs
$50 per flat of a single species. Sponsor as many species as you'd like.

Sponsor an acre
This $200 donation covers the cost of one 
acre's worth of plugs.   

28% of our goal has been met!

F L O R Y - G E M M E R  M A R S H  F U N D  D R I V E

PLUG FUND

Special thanks to: Otto Behrens Jr., Al Crist, Beth Deimling, Peggy Grossnickle, 
Dave Hicks & Deb Hustin, Charles & Susie Klinger

TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY on the web

acebook.com/tippecanoeaudubonsocietytippeaudubon.org
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FLORY-
GEMMER 
MARSH

SEEDY BUSINESS
BY AL CRIST

Work on  Flory-Gemmer Marsh moved along nicely this year. The contractor hired for 
invasive species control applied a broadcast herbicide spray to the marsh four times during the 
growing season. I would estimate that control of our two main problem invasives, Reed-Canary 
Grass and Hybrid Cattail, is now at least 95% accomplished. We’re ready to move on to the final 
phase of the restoration: seeding and plug planting of native species. To say we’re a little excited 
would be a huge understatement.

Last summer, board members Dave Hicks and Al Crist met with U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
habitat restoration specialist Rick Ward to begin compiling seed lists for the three distinct 
vegetation types planned for the restoration: Emergent, Marsh Edge, and Mesic Prairie. 
Dave and Rick finished up the lists this fall. Last week we placed an order with Heartland 
Restorations for over $8000 of native plant seeds. We will begin seeding the marsh in December 
(depending on weather) and seeding will need to be completed no later than April 1. A dormant 
season seeding provides the seeds with a cold stratification that many species need and delays 
germination until spring. If seeding is done before winter arrives, some species may germinate in 
the fall and many of the young seedlings could be killed by winter weather.

To augment the seeding, small plugs of native plants will then be planted across the 19 
acres next spring. Certain species are best reintroduced by planting plugs rather than by seeding. 
VOLUNTEERS WILL BE NEEDED for plug planting! We hope to be able to purchase at least 
$5500 of plugs for spring planting but that is dependent upon fundraising results. Hopefully, the 
results of our efforts and considerable expense will be that a wide assortment of waterfowl and 
marsh dependent bird species will once again make use of Flory Gemmer Marsh as both a 
breeding area and as a valuable migratory stop-over. Please consider a donation to help us with 
this exciting conclusion of our restoration project.

The Tippecanoe Audubon Society has committed 
$6,500 of our sanctuary fund towards reseeding the 
Flory-Gemmer Marsh. $3,000 more will come from 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). Thank 
you to our members and friends for donating! We could 
not have generated these funds without such generous 
community support. Thank you.

Next spring we will initiate phase III of our restoration 
plan. This will include purchasing and installing plant 
plugs in addition to continued management of invasives 
in the years ahead. Plant plugs will consist of native 
species that are already established in small pots. These 
species will complement and add to the species already 
in the seed mix at a rate of 100 plugs per acre. 

Over $4,500 in donations and grants were received 
during our phase II fund raising effort. We are asking 
again for the generous support of our community to help 
reach a goal of $3,800 by the spring of 2014.
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Indiana Young Birders Club Youth 
Advisor and 2013 Indiana Young 
Birder of the Year, Alex Forsythe, will 
present her knowledge and experience 
working with owls.

Tuesday, February 25, 
7:30 p.m.

Manchester University Student Union,  
Hoff Room

Tuesday

25

F e b r u a r y  P r o g r a m

NORTH AMERICAN OWLS

Save the Date

Stockbridge Audubon Society Events
Stockbridge Audubon, based in Fort Wayne, has a very active group of serious 
birders. Their fireld trips, conducted most weekends, are open to the public. For 
further information, go to stockbridgeaudubon.org or contact Ed Powers by phone 
(260) 638-4291 or e-mail zzedpowers@aol.com

Saturday, December 14 Fort Wayne Christmas Bird Count. Contact Ed Powers 
for more information. 638-4291, zzedpowers@aol.com

Visit Alex's website at:
www.midwestbirdwatching.com
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pReSident’S CoRneR
An Update of Happenings
BY BETH DEIMLING

I would like to extend an invitation 
to everyone to join us for the TAS 
Christmas Bird Count, which will be 
conducted on Saturday, December 28th. 
If you’re worried about the cold, or 
about spending the whole day counting 
birds, you should know that most of the 
count is conducted from the warmth of 
a vehicle!! And there are always those 
who only want to count for part of a 
day, so joining a part-day group is easy. 
I always think that spending an entire 
day doing nothing more than observing 
(and counting) birds is quite a treat. 
Come join us!! You will learn a new 
bird, or something about a familiar bird 
that you didn’t know. I always do.

Counting for the 2013-14 
FeederWatch season began on November 
9 and runs through April 4. Data is 
entered online. Anyone with a feeder or 
access to a feeder can participate. Go to 
Feederwatch.org for details.

Thanks to the North Manchester 
Historical Society, the North 
Manchester Public Library has 
purchased for circulation the video 
“Everglades of the North: The Story of 
the Grand Kankakee Marsh.” This is a 
1-hour television documentary which 
explores the history and ecology of the 
amazing wetland that once extended 
from near South Bend, south and west 
to the Illinois border. If you have not yet 
seen this video, it is well worth the time 
and effort.

In October, Peregrine Falcons came 
off Indiana’s endangered species list, 
landing instead on the list of “Species 
of Special Concern.” 16 Peregrine 
Falcon nests were recorded in Indiana 

in 2013. 44 chicks were banded this year. 
Although 16 “doesn’t sound like a whole 
lot, peregrines are widely dispersed,” said 
John Castrale, Indiana DNR Nongame 
Bird Biologist.

Progress is being made on the 
lead ammunition front. The state of 
California has become the first state 
to phase-in a total ban on lead-based 
ammunition. Although there has been 
a ban on lead ammunition in southern 
California, lead poisoning still accounts 
for 50 percent of California Condor 
deaths there, in spite of Herculean 
efforts to protect the birds. Also, the 
U.S. military is voluntarily moving to 
non-lead ammunition, switching to 
non-lead 7.62 mm and 5.56 mm bullets. 
The use of this non-lead ammunition is 
projected to result in a savings of well 
over 2,000 tons of lead each year that 
will not enter the environment. It is 
not only condors that are impacted by 
lead ammunition. Among birds most 
impacted are eagles, hawks, vultures, 
and Mourning Doves.

TAS is among a long list of groups 
(led by the Association of Fish & 
Wildlife Agencies) who requested that 
two specific provisions be added to the 
upcoming Farm Bill. The first provision 
requires that federal subsidies for crop 
insurance be linked to compliance 
with conservation provisions which 
conserve soil, and protect water quality 
and wetlands. The second provision 
establishes a national program which 
conserves the nation’s remaining native 
prairies by reducing federal incentives 
for grassland conversion.

Beth Deimling, President
beth@lakelandnursery.com
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