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Tippecanoe Audubon is a chapter of the National Audubon Society 

Regular Tippecanoe 
Audubon Society 

Events:  

PROGRAMS -  

Held on the 4th Tuesday of 

February, April, September 

and at the annual dinner in 

early December. Begins at 

7:30 p.m., usually at the 

Student Union on the Man-

chester College Campus,  

North Manchester, IN. ALL 

ARE WELCOME. 

MONTHLY FIELD TRIPS - 

Time and place announced 

i n  t h e  b i - m o n t h l y  

newsletter. ALL ARE 

WELCOME. 

TAS BOARD MEETINGS -  

Monthly on the 2nd  

Tuesday of the month at 

6:30 p.m., except in  

December .  He ld  a t  

North Manchester Public 

Library Conference Room, 

405 N. Market St., North 

Manchester,  IN. All TAS 

members are welcome. 

Contact Info. 
Beth Deimling, President 

beth@lakelandnursery.com 

260-839-4315 

Tippecanoe Audubon  

Website: 

www.tippeaudubon.org 

February Field Trip   

Kokiwanee Preserve 

Bald eagles often congregate in the area around the 

Salamonie Reservoir. We will look for them in the area 

downstream from the dam.  We will also look for late-

winter birds in the ACRES-owned Kokiwanee Pre-

serve, and look at the waterfalls where streams enter 

the Salamonie Gorge. If time and interest permit we will take a look at a site near 

Lagro where eagles have nested in recent years. 

To find the preserve, follow SR 524 south from the town of Lagro (between Wabash 

and Huntington, just off US 30). Cross the Wabash River and follow 524 as it bends to 

the left. When 524 bends right, continue straight on Hanging Rock Road.  Follow it past 

Hanging Rock and around a right-angle bend.  Continue straight onto CR 500 E and 

follow through a left-angle bend (becomes CR 50 S) until it reaches a T intersection 

with CR 600E.  Turn right at the T and take the next right to the Tailwater Fishing area 

parking lot. For more information, please contact Dave Hicks at 260-982-2471 or 

djhicks@manchester.edu. 

When: Saturday,  
Feb. 25,  9:00 am. 

Where:  Kokiwanee Pre-
serve, near Lagro, IN. 

February Program_____  

Sandhill Cranes & the Annual Midwest Crane Count 

Mark Weldon, Animal Curator of the Fort Wayne Chil-

dren's Zoo, will speak of all things Sandhill Cranes, 

and specifically the Annual Midwest Crane Count. 

Every year since 1982 an early spring census of breed-

ing Sandhills has been conducted in the upper Midwest 

under the auspices of the International Crane Founda-

tion. The Count began in Wisconsin and has now 

spread to 6 midwestern states. Last year was Indiana's 

first count (yes, Sandhills do breed in Indiana). The Indiana count began largely 

through Mark's efforts and he is the state coordinator for the count. 
 

Enjoy a fascinating presentation on the natural history of Sandhill Cranes, the status 

of Sandhills in northeastern Indiana, and information on the Midwest Crane Count 

and how you can participate. 

 

When: Tuesday,  
Feb. 28, 7:30 pm. 

Where:  Manchester  

College Student Union, 

Hoff Room, North  

Manchester, IN 
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March Field Trip        _     

Eagle Marsh 

Eagle Marsh, on the west side of Fort Wayne, is a reconstructed wetland of over 700 

acres.  It is a former glacial spillway owned by the Little River Wetlands Project.  The 

ponds and marshes within this preserve are stopovers for water birds.  We will look 

for ducks, grebes and other migrants at an opportune time in the migration sea-

son. For more information on the site and the Little River group see 

http://lrwp.org/eaglemarsh.php. 

Access to Eagle Marsh is from West Jefferson Blvd., about ¼ mile east of the intersection of US-24 and I-69.  

Turn south onto Olde Canal Place opposite the entrance to Lutheran Hospital.  Olde Canal winds back about ½ 

mile to the Boy Scout Office and parking lot for the preserve.  The area is open and can be quite wet underfoot; 

dress appropriately.  For more information, please contact Dave Hicks at 260-982-2471 or 

djhicks@manchester.edu. 

When: Saturday,  
March 17, 9:00 am. 

Where: Eagle Marsh, 
Fort Wayne, IN. See 
directions to below. 

Grea t  Backya rd  B i rd  Count  Beg ins  Feb .  17  

Grea t  Back ya rd  B i r d  
Coun t  Per f ec t  fo r  

New B i rde rs  
15th annual count takes place 

Feb. 17-20, 2012  

As movie-goers watch the stars of 

The Big Year in their quest to count 

birds, some may be motivated to try the 

hobby for the first time. The an-

nual Great Backyard Bird Count is the 

perfect opportunity. The event is hosted 

by Audubon, the Cornell Lab of Orni-

thology, and Canadian partner Bird 

Studies Canada. The results provide a 

snapshot of the whereabouts of more 

than 600 bird species.  

Anyone can participate in this free 

event and no registration is needed. 

Watch and count birds for at least 15 

minutes on any day of the count, Febru-

ary 17-20, 2012. Enter your results 

at www.birdcount.org, where you can 

watch as the tallies grow across the con-

tinent. The four-day count typically 

records more than 10 million observa-

tions. 

"When thousands of people all tell 

us what they’re seeing, we can detect 

patterns in how birds are faring from 

year to year," said Janis Dickinson, di-

rector of Citizen Science at the Cornell 

Lab of Ornithology.  

“The Great Backyard Bird Count 

is a perfect example of Citizen Sci-

ence," says Audubon Chief Scientist, 

Gary Langham. "Like Audubon’s 

Christmas Bird Count, volunteers help 

us with data year after year, providing 

scientific support that is the envy of 

many institutions. It’s also a lot of fun." 

"We’re finding that more people 

are taking part in our bird count pro-

grams every year--and the more that 

take part, the better it is for the birds," 

says Richard Cannings, Senior Projects 

Officer for Bird Studies Canada. 

The 2011 GBBC brought in more 

than 92,000 bird checklists submitted 

by participants from across the United 

States and Canada. Altogether, bird 

watchers identified 596 species with 

11.4 million bird observations. Results 

from the 2011 GBBC included: 

• Increased reports of Evening 

Grosbeaks, a species that has been de-

clining; 

• A modest seasonal movement of 

winter finches farther south in their 

search for food; 

• The Eurasian Collared-Dove was 

reported from Alaska for the first time, 

more evidence of an introduced species 

rapidly expanding its range. 

Although it’s called the Great 

“Backyard” Bird Count, the count ex-

tends well beyond backyards. Lots of 

participants choose to head for national 

parks, nature centers, urban parks, na-

ture trails, or nearby sanctuaries. For 

more information, including bird-ID 

tips, instructions, and past results, 

visit www.birdcount.org. 

The count also includes a photo 

contest and a prize drawing for partici-

pants who enter their bird checklists 

online. 

The Great Backyard Bird Count is 

made possible in part by sponsor Wild 

Birds Unlimited. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

T h e  T i p p e c a n o e  A u d u b o n  S o c i e t y  s u p p o r t s  c o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  

education to promote appreciation, understanding, and preservation of birds, other wildlife, and diverse ecosystems for 

present and future generations. 



I would first like to thank our re-

tiring newsletter editor (who is also my 

husband), Al Crist, for doing such a 

wonderful job editing TippeTopics for 

these past 5 years. Excellent job, Al! 

Casey Jones, who is also Tippecanoe 

Audubon’s webmaster, will be taking 

over the job as editor starting with the 

next (April/May) newsletter. Many 

thanks to you both! 

National Audubon has been going 

through some changes lately, under the 

direction of the new president David 

Yarnold. All chapters will soon be 

grouped under their respective Flyway 

Regional Director. The four major con-

tinental flyways are Pacific, Central, 

Mississippi, and Atlantic, and Audubon 

is reorganizing its programs and staff-

ing along these. While Tippecanoe 

Audubon (TAS) has in the past been a 

part of the Central Great Lakes Region 

Audubon, TAS will now be grouped 

with other Upper Mississippi Flyway 

chapters in Indiana, Ohio, Michigan 

Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, 

and Missouri, and more loosely joined 

with Lower Mississippi Flyway chap-

ters in Kentucky, Tennessee, Arkansas, 

Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama. 

The purpose of this reorganization is to 

achieve more effective, and perhaps 

more focused, conservation efforts for 

the birds which move within these fly-

ways throughout their lives. However, 

as always, Audubon will also be fo-

cused on national conservation and en-

vironmental efforts, and will also have a 

“Pan-flyway” director, who, along with 

David Yarnold, will lead the way on 

these national efforts. The Mississippi 

Flyway Action Network (the one in 

which TAS will find itself) will be 

formed this spring; it will advocate for 

birds and their habitats throughout the 

flyway. They are looking for people to 

volunteer 3 to 5 hours per week. They 

offer training. If you are interested, send 

me an e-mail (address is on the front of 

the newsletter), and I’ll forward you 

more information. If you would like to 

hear more about National Audubon’s 

new strategic plan, there is a `webinar’ 

presentation by David Yarnold (it lasts 

about 20 minutes), followed by a ques-

tion-and-answer session. To view this 

resource, use this link: 

Webinar discussion- please use 

Windows Explorer as your browser: 

http://web4.audubon.org/audio/Nation

alAudubonSociety_64897_12JAN12_F

IN.wmv 

One of the conservation strategies 

of National Audubon is `shaping a 

healthy climate.’ To that end, one of 

Audubon’s goals is to improve energy 

planning and siting to minimize impacts 

on birds. Wind turbines are an impor-

tant part of shaping a healthy climate; 

they offer a significant source of renew-

able energy, which we desperately 

need. However, the government esti-

mate for 2009, when 22,000 wind tur-

bines were operating, was that a mini-

mum of 440,000 birds were killed in 

this country by collisions with wind 

turbines. Given the rapid expansion of 

wind power, the American Bird Conser-

vancy (ABC) estimates that, in the ab-

sence of clear, legally enforceable regu-

lations, expected operation of 100,000 

wind turbines by 2020 will cause the 

deaths of more than one million birds 

per year. This kind of bird mortality is 

NOT sustainable. All night-migrating 

songbirds are at risk of colliding with 

wind turbines, as are large birds of prey 

including some endangered and threat-

ened species including the California 

Condor and Whooping Crane, and spe-

cies of special conservation concern 

such as the Cerulean Warbler, Bay-

breasted Warbler, Blue-winged War-

bler, and Long-billed Curlew. Water-

birds are also at risk when wind farms 

are sited in or near areas they frequent, 

particularly wildlife refuges. 

Since 2003, wind energy developers 

have operated only under voluntary 

guidelines, which have not worked to 

prevent avoidable bird collisions. 

Therefore, the ABC has petitioned the 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service to protect 

birds by developing regulations for a 

permitting system for the operation of 

wind energy projects. Their petition 

calls for the Fish & Wildlife Service to 

adopt mandatory `bird smart’ principles 

and standards in the siting and operation 

of wind farms. Their petition has been 

endorsed by over 60 conservation 

groups, scientific societies, and busi-

nesses, including Tippecanoe Audubon 

(with the majority vote of the board). 

ABC believes that birds and wind 

power can co-exist if the wind industry 

is held to mandatory standards that pro-

tect birds. You can learn more, and stay 

updated on the latest developments, 

from the following web site:  

www.abcb irds.org /abcprograms/  

policy/collisions/wind_farms.html  

 

Sign Up to Receive National Audubon's 

New E-Newsletter 

The new One Audubon monthly E-

Newsletter features beautiful photo-

graphs, news about Audubon's conserva-

tion initiatives, special enhancements to 

Audubon magazine coverage, and new 

opportunities for helping birds and their 

habitats. Sign up at  

www.audubonaction.org/wingspan. 

 
Discount on Eagle/Vortex Optics 
Eagle/Vortex Optics is offering Chapters 

and Centers a 35% discount on products. 

Click here to view products: 

http://bit.ly/vEplkv 

To order please contact: 

Shamus Terry 

Eagle/Vortex Optics 

sterry@vortexoptics.com 

1-800-426-0048 ext 312 

President’s Corner - Beth Deimling 
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A Change On the Way 
 Al Crist  

 Tippe Topics Editor 

This is my last issue as editor of 

Tippe Topics. I began my tenure in 

2007. I do feel quite a sense of accom-

plishment as to where the newsletter has 

gone in the last five years. Hopefully 

you agree as well. 

Casey Jones will be the new edi-

tor. Casey has a lot of experience in the 

graphic arts as well as a graduate degree  

in Environmental Science. Expect to see 

exciting new ideas and design come to 

Tippe Topics in the coming months.  

I will continue to serve on the 

TAS board and hopefully I will now 

have the time to become more active in 

other areas of TAS. 



2011  TAS  Chr i s tmas  B i rd  Coun t  Resu l ts  

The TAS count was held on De-

cember 31, 2011 in cooperation with 

National Audubon’s 112th Christmas 

Count.  As with previous TAS counts, 

the area censused was a circle 15 miles 

in diameter, centered on Oswego in 

Kosciusko County.  Sixteen participants 

counted birds in seven territories from 

dawn on dusk.  Although temperatures 

were only slightly above average, the 

earlier part of the winter had been 

warm, so much more open water was 

present on lakes than on most preceding 

counts. 

The total number of species found 

was 61, not counting hybrid ducks.  

This is slightly above the long-term 

average of about 58.  Some unusual 

species were spotted.  New to our spe-

cies list was the White-winged Scoter, 

seen by Steve and Connie Doud on Tip-

pecanoe Lake.  Although seen previ-

ously, Pileated Woodpeckers, Sandhill 

Cranes, Gadwalls and Wood Ducks 

have not been found often in TAS 

counts.  A few species were conspicu-

ous by their absence.  For example, 

American Robins were seen in the most 

recent five counts, and were common in 

the area early in December, but did not 

appear on this count. 

The number of individual birds, 

13,180, was considerably higher than 

the long-term average of about 10,000, 

but this was probably due to the unusu-

ally large number of American Coots 

seen this year. 

Participants were Nellie Ashmore, 

Margit Codispoti, Al Crist, Beth Deim-

ling, Connie Doud, Steve Doud, Steve 

Hammer, Dave Hicks, Joel Hogle, Deb 

Hustin, Casey Jones, Stan Moore, Lila 

O’Connell, Tricia Puckett, Bruce Ruis-

ard and Jim Townsend. 

Pied-Billed Grebe 3 Cooper's Hawk 4 European Starling 946 

Sharp-Shinned Hawk 3 Eastern Bluebird 36   

Ruddy Duck 9 Red-Tailed Hawk 34 White-Breasted Nuthatch 56 

Mute Swan 204 Rough-Legged Hawk 2 Brown Creeper 3 

Canada Goose 732 American Kestrel 6 Carolina Wren 4 

Wood Duck 1 Wild Turkey 26 Black-Capped Chickadee 44 

Gadwall 151 American Coot 8301 Tufted Titmouse 45 

Mallard 345 Sandhill Crane 34 Horned Lark 159 

Mallard hybrid 1 Ring-Billed Gull 58 House Sparrow 392 

Canvasback 75 Herring Gull 2 Pine Siskin 30 

Redhead 2 Rock Pigeon 50 American Goldfinch 44 

Ring-Necked Duck 140 Mourning Dove 32 House Finch 44 

Lesser Scaup 6 Belted Kingfisher 6 Yellow-Rumped Warbler 2 

Common Goldeneye 62 Red-Headed Woodpecker 4 Lapland Longspur 4 

Bufflehead 65 Red-Bellied Woodpecker 34 Song Sparrow 5 

Hooded Merganser 66 Downy Woodpecker 39 Dark-Eyed Junco 210 

Red-Breasted Merganser 3 Hairy Woodpecker 5 American Tree Sparrow 148 

Common Merganser 6 Northern Flicker 17 Field Sparrow 2 

White-winged Scoter 3 Pileated Woodpecker 1 Northern Cardinal 98 

Great Blue Heron 7 Blue Jay 125 Red-Winged Blackbird 6 

Bald Eagle 1 American Crow 182 Brown-Headed Cowbird 55 

Species Count Species Count Species Count 
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tube at: www.youtube.com/watch? 

v=1NvU8WG9bg0. Despite their spe-

cialized beaks, crossbills can feed from 

the ground and may even visit feeders. 

The bill extensions can cross in 

two different ways, with the extension 

of the lower jaw to the left or to the 

right of the upper jaw.  Depending on 

their personal configuration, individual 

birds approach cones from the left or 

the right, and spiral around the cone 

clockwise or counterclockwise while 

feeding. It is unknown whether the left 

vs. right pattern is due to genetic fac-

tors, the environment, or some combi-

nation. However, the ratio of lefties to 

righties is very close to 1:1.  Hatchlings 

do not have the extensions, but gradu-

ally develop them over their first few 

weeks of independent life. As the exten-

sions grow, the birds become more effi-

cient at feeding from cones. 

The Red Crossbill feeds mostly on 

spruce cones, the White-winged Cross-

bill primarily on larch and hemlock.  

However, some Red Crossbills in the 

western US feed on pines and hem-

locks. As well as unusual diets, these 

popu la t ions  have  d i s t i nc t ive 

calls. Further Red Crossbill variants 

also exist. So far, 9 different call varia-

tions have been recognized, and birds 

with different calls tend not to mate 

with each other. There have been some 

suggestions that each call type should 

be classified as a separate species. If 

that classification is accepted, we would 

have ten species instead of just two. 

You can find out more about this situa-

tion and listen to sound files of calls at 

http://ebird.org/content/ebird/news/intr

oduction-to%20crossbill-vocalizations.  

David Sibley, of field-guide fame, has a 

nice discussion at   

http://www.sibleyguides.com/2010/09/r

ed-crossb i l l -ca l l - types-ac t - l ike-

species/.  A long and detailed descrip-

tion of many of the variants can be 

found at:  

 www.uwyo.edu/benkman/pdfs

%20of%20papers/benkman_2007_colo

rado_birds.pdf.  

Red and White-winged Crossbills 

have overlapping, though distinct, dis-

tribution patterns. Both species have 

ranges that cross the North American 

continent from Alaska to Newfound-

land.  The White-winged Crossbill in 

general occurs further north, reaching 

the shores of James Bay. The Red 

Crossbill has a somewhat more south-

erly distribution in Alaska and Canada, 

but also occurs in the western moun-

tains (extending well into Mexico), and 

in the southern Appalachians. Both spe-

cies disperse widely during irruption 

years, with the Red Crossbill reaching 

more southerly areas in Texas and 

Georgia.  In Indiana, both species are 

sporadic. The Red Crossbill has been 

reported for the state in only 14 of the 

last 40 Christmas Counts, and the 

White-Winged only 5 times. Neither 

species has been seen in a TAS Christ-

mas count, probably due to lack of ex-

tensive conifer forests in our count area. 

Both of the North American spe-

cies also occur across much of Europe 

and Asia.  There are at least two further 

species of Crossbill in Europe (the Par-

rot Crossbill, Loxia pytyopsittacus and 

the Scottish Crossbill, Loxia scotica).  

Finally, the Hispaniolan Crossbill 

(Loxia megaplaga) occurs in the moun-

tains of Haiti and the Dominican Re-

public. 

As might be expected of birds that 

are so closely tied to one main food 

resource, the breeding behavior of 

Crossbills relates more to food avail-

ability than season. Unlike most tem-

perate-zone bird species, crossbills re-

produce during most of the year. It is 

not unusual for them to nest in the late 

winter or very early spring, at a time 

when conifer seed availability is high-

est. 

Although they are unusual birds in 

our region, both North American Cross-

bills are considered to be at low risk of 

extinction. However, Red Crossbills 

have been declining in Newfoundland; 

the suspected reason is competition 

with introduced red squirrels. 

 

Bird of the Month • • (from page 6)  

Red Crossbill 

Marsh  Upda te  

by Al Crist 

I received a wonderful phone call 

in late January from Cliff Kindy. Cliff 

and his wife Arlene own the organic 

vegetable farm just east of the TAS 

Flory-Gemmer Marsh Preserve near 

Liberty Mills. If you have been follow-

ing the periodic “Marsh Updates” in the 

newsletter then you know of our con-

tinuing trials and tribulations in the res-

toration of this 19 acre marsh.  

Cliff was excited; “The marsh is 

full!” Those were the magic words 

we’ve been waiting to hear for what has 

seemed like an eternity. The heavy win-

ter rains we had received had finally 

pushed the water level of the marsh to 

its maximum.  

In the last several years, TAS has 

spent a lot of money and expended con-

siderable effort in attempting to make 

the marsh hold water. Decades of agri-

cultural drainage schemes had pretty 

much destroyed both the native vegeta-

tion and the hydrology of the marsh.  

Removal and/or re-routing of a nearly  

incomprehensible maze of drainage tiles 

was our first goal. That is now com-

plete.  

The next phase of the restoration 

will be the elimination of the invasive 

and non-native vegetation. That will 

begin this spring with the first of sev-

eral herbicide applications. The final 

phase of the restoration will be the es-

tablishment of native plants in the 

marsh. We’ll both seed and plant plugs 

of natives on the site over a period of 

several years. Stay tuned! 
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Bi rds  o f  t he  Mon th  –  Crossb i l l s  

by Dave Hicks 

The first time I ever remember 

noticing an unusual bird was on the way 

home from the school bus on a winter 

morning long ago in New York.  My 

parents always kept a bird feeder in the 

winter, so I was accustomed to Fox 

Sparrows, Evening Grosbeaks and other 

winter visitors.  But I knew that a bird 

with a red body, black wings, and an 

extremely odd-looking bill was some-

thing I’d never seen before. My father 

quickly found an illustration in the book 

he considered to be the ultimate author-

ity on birdlife, Pearson’s Birds of Amer-

ica, illustrated by Louis Agassiz 

Fuertes. The bird was, of course, a 

Crossbill. Crossbills are classified in the 

genus Loxia, in the finch family 

(Fringillidae). In most bird guides, you 

will find this group at or near the end of 

the book. 

Most bird guides list two species, 

the Red Crossbill (Loxia curvirostra) 

and  the White-winged Crossbill (Loxia 

leucoptera), in North America. Both 

species are impossible to mistake if the 

X-shaped pattern made by the tweezer-

like extensions of the upper and lower 

jaws are seen. Adults are approximately 

sparrow-sized. In both species, males 

have red bodies and dark wings, while 

the females are greenish with dark 

wings.  The wing bars that give the 

White-winged species its name are 

prominent. 

Seeing a crossbill of either species 

is an unusual event in much of the east-

ern US. Crossbills are habitat and diet 

specialists, closely tied to coniferous 

forests and the seeds of their dominant 

pines, spruces and firs. These seeds are 

richer in protein and fat than are most 

seeds, and crossbills even feed their 

young mostly on regurgitated seeds.  

Adults do mix up their menu to some 

extent by adding seeds of other species, 

tree buds, and some insects. Because 

they are so closely tied to conifer for-

ests, crossbills leave their range in 

Alaska, Canada, the mountains of the 

western US, and the northernmost states 

only in times of food shortage, a pattern 

called an irruption. Audubon Christmas 

Count records indicate that 1964 was 

probably the year I saw the crossbills, 

as this was a year when large numbers 

were seen in New York State. Some 

other members of the finch family fol-

low similar irruptive patterns, such as 

Pine Grosbeaks, Purple Finches, Pine 

Siskins, Common Redpolls, and Eve-

ning Grosbeaks. 

Crossbills are distinguished by the 

overlapping, tweezer-like extensions of 

their bills. They give crossbills access 

to seeds nestled among the scales of 

cones.  The birds can extract thousands 

of seeds per day with their highly effi-

cient “tableware”. They use the exten-

sions to pry the cone scales apart, then 

extract the seeds with their tongue.  

(You can see an excellent video of feed-

ing White-winged Crossbills on You-

continued on Page 5    
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