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TIPPE-TOPICS 

February Field Trip_____     

Koinonia  

This field trip should give us a look at a variety of 
winter birds.  Koinonia Environmental and Retreat 
Center, a 100-acre property owned by Manchester 
College, provides several habitats, including forests, a 
lake, a prairie restoration, and old fields.   

Driving instructions: Koinonia is located northeast of Sidney, in Kosciusko 
County.  From SR 13, about 2 miles north of Sidney, turn east on CR 650S.  (There 
is a “Koinoia Nature Preserve” sign at the intersection.)   Drive about 1½ miles and 
turn north (left) on CR 650E.  (No sign at this corner.)  The Koinonia entrance is 
about ½ mile on 650E, on the left just past a line of pine trees.  Alternatively, from 
SR 13, about 3 miles south of Pierceton, turn south on CR 650 E (“Koinoia Nature 
Preserve” sign).  The entrance is on the right about 1.5 miles from the highway. 

When: Saturday,  
February 20, 1:30 pm 

Where: Koinonia, near 
Sidney,  IN - see  
directions below 

Tippecanoe Audubon is a chapter of the National Audubon Society 

Regular Tippecanoe 
Audubon Society 

Events: 

BI-MONTHLY PROGRAM -  
Held on the 4th Tuesday of 
February, April, June,  
August, and October and at 
the annual dinner in early 
December. Begins at 7:30 
p.m., usually at the Student 
Union on the Manchester 
C o l l e g e  C a m p u s ,  
North Manchester, IN. ALL 
ARE WELCOME. 

MONTHLY FIELD TRIPS - 

Time and place announced 
i n  t h e  b i - m o n t h l y  
newsletter. ALL ARE 
WELCOME. 

TAS BOARD MEETINGS -  
Monthly on the 2nd  
Tuesday of the month at 
7:00 p.m., except in  
December .  He ld  a t  
KenapocoMocha Coffee 
Shop, 101 E. 2nd St., North 
Manchester,  IN. All TAS 
members are welcome. 

Contact Info. 
Steve Hammer, President 

steven.hammer 
@bankatfirst.com 

260-982-2713 

Tippecanoe Audubon  

Website: 
www.tippeaudubon.org 

March Field Trip_____     

Eagle Marsh 

Eagle Marsh is a wetland restoration project owned by 
the Little River Wetlands Project. The restoration was 
begun in 2005, and involved restoring water to previ-
ously drained areas, and planting native wetland spe-
cies. The site is accessible by a number of trails which 
provide good looks at the wetlands.  We hope to see a 
variety of migratory waterfowl.  For further informa-
tion on the site, including a map and bird species list, see:     
www.lrwp.org/EagleMarsh.   

Driving instructions: From Jefferson Blvd. on the west side of Fort Wayne, turn 
southeast at the Verizon complex, opposite the Lutheran Hospital entrance. Follow 
the road to its end at the Boy Scout office parking lot, where the trails start. 

 For more information on field trips contact Dave Hicks at 260-982-2471 or 
djicks@manchester.edu. 

When: Saturday,  
March 20, 1:30 pm 

Where: Eagle Marsh,  
Fort Wayne, IN - see  
directions below 

C O M I N G  E V E N T S - c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  2  



- 2 - www.tippeaudubon.org 

Mark Your Calendar for The Great Backyard Bird Count,  Feb 12-15 

New members of TAS received from National Audubon. Welcome!! 

Shirley Dematteo Culver Elsie Master Rochester Debbie Ulibarri Peru 

Joan Ewing Rochester Deserre Miller Wabash Dorlan Wagner N. Manchester 

Linda Harrington Urbana Avis Nesbitt Ligonier David V. Wend N. Manchester 

Allen C. Deeter N. Manchester Rebecca Kistler Leesburg Mary Sullivan Peru 

Helen Barr Columbia City D. & M. Henderson Warsaw Jon Secviar Kewanna 

Andy Bushong N. Manchester Karen Jordan S. Whitley Gary Sriver Akron 

Judith Campbell Argos Charmaine Kendall Wawaka Thomas Stockamp Columbia City 

Florence E. Correll Peru Lorie Kirkendall S. Whitley Rosemary Stokes Bremen 

T.A. Benedict Plymouth Sherry Huston Wabash Violet Seiwert Rochester 

Roy C. Blake Warsaw Rosemary Job Wabash Virga A. Smith Rochester 

Bonnie Harris Columbia City Kimberly Plothow Peru Ned Vogel Warsaw 

Rex G. Hathaway Warsaw M. Reisert Warsaw   

Vincent G. Henderson Warsaw Jeanne D. Remer Columbia City   

February Program_____  

Australia and New Zealand 

Last September and October, TAS board member Glenn Pfleiderer and his wife Velma 
spent 7 weeks traveling in New Zealand and Australia.  Since this was spring "Down 
Under", it was an ideal time to travel and the wildflowers were at their peak.  They 
will share their experiences in the land of the kangaroo and emu. Find out what is 
unique about their presence on the Australian coat of arms. 

When: Tuesday,  
February 23, 7:30 pm. 

Where: Manchester College 
Student Union, Hoff Room, 
North Manchester, IN 

Bird watchers coast to coast are 
invited to take part in the 13th annual 
Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC), 
Friday, February 12, through Monday, 
February 15, 2010. Participants in the 
free event will join tens of thousands of 
volunteers counting birds in their own 
backyards, local parks or wildlife 
refuges.  

Each checklist submitted by these 
"citizen scientists" helps researchers at 
the  National Audubon Society, the Cor-
nell Lab of Ornithology, and Bird Stud-
ies Canada learn more about how the 
birds are doing—and how to protect 
them. Last year, participants turned in 
more than 93,600 checklists online, 
creating the continent's largest 
instantaneous snapshot of bird 
populations ever recorded.  

“Taking part in the Great Backyard 
Bird Count is a great way to have fun, 
and help birds—all at the same time," 
said Audubon Education Vice President, 
Judy Braus. "Even if you can identify a 
few species you can provide important 
information that enables scientists to 
learn more about how the environment is 
changing and how that affects our 
conservation priorities.”  

Anyone can take part in the GBBC, 
from novice bird watchers to experts. 
Participants count birds for as little as 15 
minutes (or as long as they wish) on one 
or more days of the event and report their 

sightings online at  www.birdcount.org. 

“The GBBC is a perfect first step 
toward the sort of intensive monitoring 
needed to discover how birds are 
responding to environmental change,” 
said Janis Dickinson, Director of Citizen 

Science at the Cornell Lab. “Winter is 
such a vulnerable period for birds, so 
winter bird distributions are likely to be 
very sensitive to change. There is only 
one way—citizen science—to gather 
data on private lands where people live 
and the GBBC has been doing this across 
the continent for many years. GBBC has 
enormous potential both as an early 
warning system and in capturing and 
engaging people in more intensive 
sampling of birds across the landscape.”  

On the website, participants can 
explore real-time maps and charts that 
show what others are reporting during 
the count. All participants are entered in 
a drawing for prizes that include bird 
feeders, binoculars, books, CDs, and 
many other great birding products. For 
complete instructions on how to do your 

count, go online at www.birdcount.org. 



MISSION STATEMENT 

The Tippecanoe Audubon Society supports conservation and environmental  
education to promote appreciation, understanding, and preservation of birds, other wildlife, and diverse 
ecosystems for present and future generations. 

TAS has been conducting a 
Christmas Bird Count since 1975.  
Our area of coverage is in northern 
Kosciusko County, a 15-mile-diameter 
circle centered on the town of 
Oswego.  The count area includes a 
variety of bird habitats, from large 
lakes to forest patches to agricultural 
land. 

The weather on the count day 
(January 2, 2010) was fairly good by 
Christmas Count standards, with tem-
peratures ranging from 12 to 18°F and 
a few inches of snow cover.  However, 
most of the lakes were frozen over.  
Our 20 hardy counters registered a 
fairly small number of individual birds 

(a total of only 7644, vs. a long-term 
average of over 10,000 and a peak 
value of 17,237 in 1989).  Despite the 
low individual count, this was a record 
year for the species total, with 68 spe-
cies recorded.  The previous high was 
65 species, in 2002, and the long-term 
average is only 57 species.    

 This was the first year that the 
Gray Catbird and Double-crested Cor-
morant were included on the list.  It is 
unusual to find either wintering this 
far north.  (However, the INBIRD e-
mail list included a sighting of several 
cormorants at the Lake Michigan lake-
shore area a few days after our count.)  
Other unusual birds for our Christmas 

Count were Snow Goose, Wood Duck, 
Northern Pintail, American Black 
Duck, Bald Eagle, Wild Turkey, and 
Pileated Woodpecker. 

 Thanks to all the participants.  
The 20 people who came out for the 
count this year make the largest num-
ber since the 2000-2001 count.  This 
year’s counters were Al Crist, Margit 
Codispoti, Beth Deimling, Connie 
Doud, Steve Doud, Steve Hammer, 
Dave Hicks, Joel Hogle, Shane Hogle, 
Deb Hustin, Lana Jarrett, Casey Jones, 
Mary Lutz, Wilson Lutz, Lila O’Con-
nell, Tricia Puckett, Bruce Ruisard, 
Jerry Sweeten, Melinda Sweeten,  and 
Jim Townsend. 

2 0 0 9  TA S  C h r i s t m a s  B i r d  C o u n t  R e s u l t s  

SPECIES COUNT SPECIES COUNT SPECIES COUNT 

Pied-Billed Grebe 6 Cooper’s Hawk 3 Gray Catbird 1 

Double-crested Cormorant 1 Red-Tailed Hawk 24 European Starling 624 

Ruddy duck 34 Rough-Legged Hawk 4 White-Breasted Nuthatch 74 

Mute Swan 233 American Kestrel 5 Brown Creeper 12 

Tundra Swan 9 Wild Turkey 6 Carolina Wren 5 

Snow Goose (white form) 1 American Coot 264 Golden-crowned Kinglet  2 

Canada Goose 2830 Sandhill Crane 80 Black-capped Chickadee 61 

Mallard 490 Ring-billed Gull 165 Tufted Titmouse 39 

Mallard Hybrid 9 Herring Gull 8 Horned Lark 311 

American Black Duck 1 Rock Pigeon 156 House Sparrow 374 

Northern Pintail 1 Mourning Dove 291 Pine Siskin 1 

Canvasback 2 Barred Owl 2 American Goldfinch 88 

Redhead 65 Belted Kingfisher 6 House Finch 77 

Ring-Necked Duck 3 Red-Bellied Woodpecker 31 Yellow-rumped Warbler 1 

Lesser Scaup 65 Downy Woodpecker 48 Lapland Longspur 24 

Common Goldeneye 296 Hairy Woodpecker 7 Snow Bunting 112 

Bufflehead 148 Northern Flicker 12 Song Sparrow 4 

Hooded Merganser 19 Pileated Woodpecker 1 White Throated Sparrow 5 

Red-breasted Merganser 1 Blue Jay 101 Dark-Eyed Junco 201 

Great Blue Heron 3 American Crow 125 American Tree Sparrow 163 

Bald Eagle 3 Cedar Waxwing 1 Northern Cardinal 150 

Northern Harrier 1 Eastern Bluebird 13 Brown-headed Cowbird 20 

Sharp-Shinned Hawk 1 American Robin 2   
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TA S  t o  P a r t n e r  w i t h  E e l  R i v e r  I n i t i a t i v e  o n  B i r d  S u r v e y   

by Terri Michaelis  

Terri is the Watershed Coordinator of 
the Middle Eel River Watershed Initia-
tive. In this newsletter she describes the 
Initiative and briefly discusses the 
Breeding Bird Survey that TAS has 
agreed to undertake. Watch upcoming 
newsletters for information on how you 
can participate in the survey. 

The Middle Eel River Watershed 
Initiative is a collaborative, community 
wide effort to improve the water quality 
of the middle Eel River (North Man-
chester to Mexico, IN). The Initiative 
began in January 2009 and is funded for 
four years through an Indiana Depart-
ment of Environmental Management 
(IDEM) grant.  The grant requires us to 
provide a 40% in-kind match from the 
community, and we are working with a 
wide variety of partners to fulfill this 
requirement. The grant focuses on 
remediating non-point source pollution 
and the funds come from the Clean Wa-
ter Act, which means these are federal 
funds managed through IDEM. Non-
point source pollution is pollution that 
enters water through run-off and snow 
melt.  

The Eel River is listed by IDEM 
as an impaired body of water, which 
means it does not meet the water quality 
standards set by the state for its in-
tended use, which is to support warm-
water aquatic life, be fishable, and be 
swimmable.  The known impairments in 
the Eel River are high E. coli bacterial 
counts, excessive nutrients, excessive 
suspended sediment, mercury and PCBs 
in fish tissue and an impaired biotic 
community. 

The Initiative’s work is directed 
by a Steering Committee made up of 
local stakeholders. Members of the 
Steering Committee include people 
from the Soil and Water Conservation 
Services,  the Natural Resource Conser-
vation Services,  farmers and land own-
ers of Wabash, Miami and Kosciusko 
County and Manchester College fac-
ulty. The are four main components of 
the Initiative: 

1. We are in the process of writing 
a Watershed Management Plan that 
will identify critical areas and focus our 
efforts within the watershed. The Plan 

involves an in-depth examination of the 
historical and current land use practices, 
physical characteristics including soils 
and hydrology, along with demograph-
ics of the watershed resulting in a 
framework for our work. 

2. There is almost no historical 
Water Quality Monitoring data avail-
able for the Eel River and its tributaries.  
Three gage stations with automatic  
water samplers have been placed on the 
Eel River so that we can determine pol-
lutant loads. The automatic water sam-
plers take six water samples every day. 
The samples are then chemically ana-
lyzed at the Manchester College lab.  
Along with the Eel River gage stations, 
six tributaries were chosen for water 
monitoring: Silver Creek, Beargrass 
Creek, Paw Paw Creek, Squirrel Creel, 
Flowers Creek and Weesau Creek.  
Grab samples are collected weekly from 
these six tributaries and chemically ana-
lyzed. 

In addition to water chemistry, an 
Index of Biotic Integrity (IBI) is being 
done annually at all the monitoring  
locations.  The IBI uses the biotic com-
munity, fish specifically, as an indicator 
of the health of the river.   

A Qualitative Habitat Evaluation 
Index (QHEI) is also being done annu-
ally at all the testing locations.   This is 
an examination of the habitat that is 
present at the stream location.   

By examining the chemical, bio-
logical and habitat available at the dif-
ferent testing locations, the Initiative 
will be able to provide an in-depth 
analysis of the Eel River, which will 
help us determine best management 
practices and critical areas upon which 
to focus our efforts. 

3. Develop a Cost Share  
Program to assist land owners in mak-
ing changes on their property that will 
help improve the water quality of the 
Eel River. There is $212,000 available 
to assist folks in making changes on 
their property that will have a positive 
impact on the river.  After the Water-
shed Management Plan is complete (by 
the end of 2010) and the water monitor-
ing program has given us necessary 
information to help us target pollutants, 
we will determine the best management 

practices most likely to mitigate non-
point source pollution in the Eel River. 

4. Education and Outreach is 
also a major component of the plan. If 
the community does not understand 
what our project is all about and why it 
is necessary, it will not be successful.   
We are creating opportunities for local 
high school students to work alongside 
our water technicians and Manchester 
College faculty. We sponsor river clean 
up days and canoe floats. Public meet-
ings are held annually to gather infor-
mation from the community. 

The TAS “Breeding Bird Survey” 
will serve as yet another bioindicator 
(like the IBI) of the watershed's health. 
It is extremely important not to rely 
solely upon chemical analysis of the 
water, because many things that occur 
on the land effect the quality of the  
water. Many times the biota are the first 
indicators of a change within a 
watershed and birds are a great 
indicator of what is happening on the 
land. For example, if there are only 
grassland birds nesting in a watershed, 
then we know there are limited forested 
riparian buffers along the tributaries 
within that subwatershed.  

The breeding bird survey fits into 
at least two categories of our work: it is 
part of the monitoring of the watershed, 
and it is part of the educational 
component. People are easily motivated 
to protect birds in particular, probably 
because they are familiar with them and 
also because they are generally so 
beautiful and entertaining to watch. If 
people are aware of the number of 
different species nesting within the 
watershed, they may consider 
implementing more conservation 
practices on their property. The 
breeding bird survey may just seem like 
a fun thing to be involved with, but it 
will actually provide useful information 
to be incorporated into the watershed 
management plan when considering 
protecting or providing habitat. Also, of 
course, there is always the possibility 
that something rare and unique will be 
discovered within the watershed, and 
that would be very exciting!   
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Manchester College. If you would like  
to visit Koinonia during a banding ses-
sion in the fall of 2010, you can e-mail 
me at bcjones@manchester.edu. The 
information collected from capturing 
and banding the owls provides details 
about the populations that migrate 
through or reside year-round in Indi-
ana. Age is determined by the molt 
pattern on the innermost primary  
feathers. Lighter colored feathers are 
newer and indicate an after-hatching-
year owl. Saw-whets are sexually di-
morphic, meaning the females are lar-
ger than the males. Males are generally 
less than 85 grams and females are 
greater than 85 grams. 

 During the past 20 years, research 
has uncovered much information about 
the dynamics of Saw-whet populations. 
Now, it is understood that not only do 
Saw-whets migrate through the state, 
but some are also year-round residents 
in the northern portion of Indiana. It is 
also possible to predict roosting sites 

throughout North America based on 
habitat characteristics, such as dense 
understory. Migrating populations ex-
perience irruptive years of migrating 
individuals, sometimes occurring in 
tenfold higher number of individuals 
compared to non-irruptive years. These 
irruptions typically occur over a four-
year cycle and are likely driven by the 
availability of prey, which experience 
similar fluctuations. The last irruptive 
year was in 2007 and another 'big year' 
is expected in 2011. Within the migrat-
ing populations, roughly 60% are 
hatching-year owls and about 75% are 
female, on average. Demographics 
such as these provide a baseline for 
monitoring the success of this species.  

Casey Jones is a 2007 graduate of  
Manchester College. He is currently a 
Masters Degree candidate at Taylor 
University in environmental science. 
His thesis work deals with analyz-
ing wing loading values of Northern 
Saw-whet Owls. 

Bird of the Month • • (from page 6)  

www.tippeaudubon.org 

P r e s i d e n t ’s  C o r n e r  -  Steve  Hammer           

These winter months are a great 
time of year to be outside walking in 
the woods.  Not only will you miss the 
crowds, bugs and humidity, but there 
are some unique things to experience 
during the winter months.  Here are 
four of them: 

1. Observe the geology around 

you, and underfoot.  With the decidu-
ous foliage down, you can sense the 
terrain and see things like sedimentary 
strata and glacial erratics.  You can 
feel the slopes and the way water 
moves across the landscape.  And per-
ception of distance changes; “oh, I 
didn’t realize I was standing this close 
last summer.” 

2. Look for nature in the start-

ing blocks for the race to photosynthe-
sis.  Leaf buds fascinate me; they show 
how a tree or shrub has set the stage 
for a quick launch of leaves, as soon as 

temperatures and sunlight trigger 
spring growth.  They are a useful tool 
for identifying trees when the leaves 
are absent. 

3. Watch for feeding groups of 

birds.  In a winter woods, you might 
walk quite a ways and think that there 
are simply no birds around.  About the 
time you hear a chickadee, there will 
be a mixed flock of downy woodpeck-
ers, nuthatches, a titmouse, perhaps a 
kinglet or brown creeper.  Safety and 
feeding success seem to forge odd alli-
ances. 

Listen.  Simply listen through the 
quiet, search out the far away sounds, 
reach with your ears for the faintest of 
creature sounds, the wind swaying 
tree-tops, the drip of water hidden un-
der the snow. 

A winter walk is a feast for the 
senses, and all too soon, it will pass 

away.  Don’t miss the opportunity! 

 It was great to have a nice num-
ber of counters for the Christmas bird 
count.  Isn’t it inspiring to participate 
in such an enormous and historical 
effort at citizen science?  Another op-
portunity for citizen science came to 
me recently.  Jennifer Kong, an under-
graduate biology student at Trent  
University in Ontario, is requesting 
data for her honors thesis on coat color 
of the Eastern Gray Squirrel (Sciurus 
carolinensis).  If you want to partici-
pate, go to one of these Internet ad-
dresses and answer the 6 short ques-
tions:   
www.surveymonkey.com/s/H9TNJCN  
or  
www.surveymonkey.com/s/HCWMM
8M    
If Jennifer sends any research results 
from her study, I’ll pass them along. 
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The Tippecanoe Audubon Society wishes to express its profound gratitude to the many friends of Craig 
Norrell, who have honored his memory with donations to TAS. Craig resided on Winona Lake and died in 
a boating accident on December 10, 2009. These contributions will be used to help complete the  
restoration of the Flory-Gemmer Marsh Preserve habitat. Nearly $3000 has been donated thru January. 
These funds will make a major impact as we restore native vegetation to our 19-acre marsh east of Liberty 
Mills. 
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B i r d  o f  t h e  M o n t h –  N o r t h e r n  S a w - w h e t  O w l  

by Casey Jones 

The elusive nature of the Northern 
Saw-whet Owl (Aegolius acadicus) is 
not unlike the behavior of most owls. 
The presence of Saw-whets in Indiana 
was thought to be relatively rare until 
about 20 years ago. On average, Saw-
whet calls were recorded only about 20 
times per year. This past fall, the band-
ing station at Koinonia Nature Pre-
serve, near Pierceton, captured over 30 
Saw-whets. Because they usually only 
call during their breeding season 
(March to May) and they are small in 
size, they are often overlooked in our 
state. 

 The Saw-whet is the smallest owl 
found east of the Mississippi River. 
Two smaller North American owls, 
both in the west, are the Northern 
Pygmy Owl (Glaucidium gnoma) and 
the Elf Owl (Micrathene whitneyi). 
Here, in Indiana, the Saw-whet is most 
commonly confused with the Eastern 
Screech Owl (Megascops asio). How-

ever, the Screech Owl (Eastern and 
Western) has ear tufts, which most of 
the similar small owls lack. The Saw-
whet is part the true owl family,  
Strigidae, which includes all owls  
except for the Tytonidae (Barn Owl) 
family. The evolutionary break  
between the two families occurred tens 
of millions of years ago. 

 The Saw-whet gets its name from 
their "skiew" alarm call, which sounds 
like whetting, or sharpening, a saw. Its 
Latin species name, acadicus, is de-
rived from the first encounter with this 
species in Acadia, present-day Nova 
Scotia. Saw-whets nest in natural cavi-
ties and abandoned woodpecker holes 
within coniferous and mixed deciduous 
forests throughout their range and they 
particularly favor a dense understory. 
When threatened, the Saw-whet will lie 
very still, simulating the appearance of 
a branch or pinecone. 

 The range of the Northern Saw-
whet Owl extends from their breeding 

habitat in the Boreal forests of Canada 
to their wintering grounds that stretch 
as far south as the Gulf of Mexico. 
However, not all Saw-whets undergo 
such a daunting migration. Some Saw-
whets will reside, year-round, along the 
US-Canadian border and at higher ele-
vations in the Rocky Mountains and 
Appalachia. There have even been  
reports of Saw-whet breeding popula-
tions in Northern Indiana. Migration 
patterns appear to be connected with 
food availability in the breeding range. 
The Saw-whet’s diet consists mostly of 
woodland mice and voles as well as 
frogs and even other birds that are 
nearly the same size as the Saw-whet.  

 There are currently six locations 
across the state of Indiana dedicated to 
the study of  Northern Saw-whet Owls 
in addition to many more spread 
throughout the Saw-whet's range. One 
of these was established last year at 
Koinonia Nature Preserve, owned by  

continued on Page 5 

- 6 - 



C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

Ap r i l  &  M ay ,  2 0 1 0        Volume XXXVI, Number 2 

NEWSLETTER OF  THE Tippecanoe AUDUBON SOCIETY 

Cass, Fulton, Kosciusko, Marshall, Miami, Noble, Wabash, Whitley Counties, Indiana 

TIPPE-TOPICS 

Bonus April Field Trip_____     

36th Annual Visit to Warsaw Great Blue Heron Rookery 

That’s right, we’ll have two field trips in April. 
This is our special annual trip to the Great Blue 
Heron rookery on the Tippecanoe River. This is 
our 36th year to visit this rookery, and we’ve seen 
it change from year to year. Last year there were 
140 active nests. We will also see early spring wildflowers: Spring Beauty, 
Hepatica, Spicebush IN bloom and more. There will be a tripod mounted 
telescope for close-up viewing (20 X to 40X). You’ll be able to actually see 
the iris in the heron’s eye. We will have a 1/2 mile walk to the rookery and 
boots may be needed for shallow water.  

We will meet on the north end of the Kohl’s Department Store parking lot. 
Located 1/2 mi. north of the US 30 & SR 15 intersection on the north side 
of Warsaw. For additional information contact the field trip leader, Paul 
Steffen, at 574-658 4504 or at  ecoexpo@mchsi.com. 

When: Sunday,  
April 25, 1:30 pm 

Where: Meet at Kohl’s 
Dept. Store parking lot 
just north of Warsaw. 

Tippecanoe Audubon is a chapter of the National Audubon Society 

Regular Tippecanoe 
Audubon Society 

Events: 

BI-MONTHLY PROGRAM -  
Held on the 4th Tuesday of 
February, April, June,  
August, and October and at 
the annual dinner in early 
December. Begins at 7:30 
p.m., usually at the Student 
Union on the Manchester 
C o l l e g e  C a m p u s ,  
North Manchester, IN. ALL 
ARE WELCOME. 

MONTHLY FIELD TRIPS - 

Time and place announced 
i n  t h e  b i - m o n t h l y  
newsletter. ALL ARE 
WELCOME. 

TAS BOARD MEETINGS -  
Monthly on the 2nd  
Tuesday of the month at 
7:00 p.m., except in  
December .  He ld  a t  
KenapocoMocha Coffee 
Shop, 101 E. 2nd St., North 
Manchester,  IN. All TAS 
members are welcome. 

Contact Info. 
Steve Hammer, President 

steven.hammer 
@bankatfirst.com 

260-982-2713 

Tippecanoe Audubon  

Website: 
www.tippeaudubon.org 

April Field Trip_____     

Wildflowers & Spring Migrants at Bock Preserve  

This ACRES-owned preserve is an island of  
forest in an agricultural landscape.  One corner of 
the area has a number of large trees, and  
interesting wildflowers such as Blue-eyed Mary 
and Green Dragon occur throughout.  This should 
also be a good time and place to see some of the 
earlier spring migrants.  Also, there are shallow ponds which may have am-
phibian egg masses. 

The Bock preserve is located on the east side of SR14, about 1 ½ miles 
north of Akron and 7 miles east of Silver Lake (coming from Silver Lake, 
look for the preserve ½ mile after the right-angle bend in SR14). 

For more information, contact Dave Hicks at djhicks@manchester.edu or 
(260) 982-2471. 

When: Sunday,  
April 18 , 1:30 pm 

Where: Bock Preserve 
near Akron, IN - see  
directions below 
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New Slate of TAS Officers and Board Members   

Volunteers Needed for Breeding Bird Survey 

April Program_____  

Migration Patterns of Saw-whet Owls in Northern Indiana 

This past fall, Manchester College Biology and Environmental Studies major, Sarah 
Curry, performed her senior research on the fall migration patterns of the Northern 
Saw-whet Owl. This owl is of particular interest because its migration 
through northern Indiana has not yet been documented. She will discuss 
data obtained from capturing and banding this species migrating near Koinonia En-
vironmental and Retreat Center. 

For some excellent background information on Saw-whet Owls, see Casey Jones “Bird of the Month” in the Feb - 
March 2010 issue of Tippe Topics. If you didn’t save the issue, you can access it at our web site, 
www.tippeaudubon.org. 

When: Tuesday,  
April 27, 7:30 pm. 

Where: Manchester College 
Student Union, Hoff Room, 
North Manchester, IN 

Our bi-monthly Program 
Meetings also serve as General 
Membership meetings. In this 
capacity we annually vote to ap-
prove the nominated slate of TAS 
officers and members of the 
board of directors. The nominees 
to be voted for approval at 
April’s program, meeting at 7:30 
pm, April 27 at the Manchester 
College Student Union are:   

Spring Birdcount_____  

“Big Day in May” Bird Count On the Way 

This will be TAS’s 34th year  participating in Indiana Audubon Society’s “Big Day in May” 
bird count. We will cover all of Kosciusko County  to document the spring migration. This 
should be a great time to get your annual look at warblers, thrushes, and shorebirds as they 
pass through our area. Typically, the group observes over 125 species in this count. Both 
experienced and novice birders are needed, and you may participate for a whole day or part 

of a day. To get involved, contact Greg Clark at  260-982-7588. 

POSITION TERM OF OFFICE NOMINEE 

President 2 Years Beth Deimling,  Silver Lake 

Vice-President 1 Year Glenn Pfleiderer,  Warsaw 

Secretary 1 Year Steve Hammer,  North Manchester 

Treasurer 2 Years Deb Hustin,  North Manchester 

Board Member 1 Year Margit Codispoti,  Fort Wayne 

Board Member 1 Year Bruce Ruisard,  Warsaw 

Board Member 1 Year Stan Moore,  North Manchester 

Board Member 1 Year Al Crist,  Silver Lake 

When: Saturday, 
May 8 

Where: Kosciusko  
County 

As discussed in our last newsletter, 
TAS has agreed to partner with the  
Middle Eel River Watershed Initiative to 
undertake a Breeding Bird Survey of the 
watershed. Our survey will concentrate 
on the 6 main Eel River tributaries  
between North Manchester and Mexico, 
IN. They are Silver Creek, which enters 
the Eel near Laketon; Beargrass Creek, 
entering between Laketon & Roann; Paw 
Paw Creek, entering between Roann & 
Chili; Squirrel Creek, entering near 
Roann; Flowers Creek, entering near 

Chili; and Weesau Creek, entering near 
Denver.  

Each team of observers will be 
asked to spend several mornings during 
the month of June documenting the bird 
species seen or heard along each of the 
tributaries. Most of the birding can be 
done roadside as you travel the area by 
car, but you may venture out on foot if 
landowner permission is obtained. The 
list of species for each tributary will 
serve as one of several biological indica-
tors for the health of the  tributary.  

Birders of all skill levels can be 
used. Do not hesitate to participate even 
if you think you are not a skilled birder. 
At least one experienced birder will be 
assigned to each team. This should be 
both a lot of fun for the participants and 
will provide valuable information to the 
Initiative to help document the health of 
the middle Eel River watershed. 

Those interested should contact 
Beth Deimling at 260-839-4315 or  
beth@lakelandnursery.com. 



maybe we should just wait to see if it 
was going to recover on its own? Since 
we didn't feel like we were capable of 
judging the extent of its injuries, we  
decided we needed more experienced 
help.  

We finally thought of Soarin' 
Hawk, in Fort Wayne, a raptor rehabili-
tator organization that Beth had belonged 
to in the past. Bob Walton answered the 
phone when we called and we arranged 
to meet him halfway, in Columbia City, 
to pass the hawk to him. We loaded the 
cage, now nicely outfitted with an old 
broken shovel handle for a perch and 
covered in blankets, into Beth's pick-up 
and within 30 minutes had arrived at the 
courthouse square in Columbia City 
where Bob was waiting to meet us. Bob 
gave it a quick check-up and told us he 
thought she (he guessed female based 
upon size) had no serious injuries. He 
found no broken bones and in fact she 
seemed pretty darn mad about her whole 
situation. She clamped down hard on one 
of Bob's long leather gloves and would 
not let go. The glove went into Bob's 
carrying case along with the bird since 
she refused to let it go. Bob said he 
would take the hawk to the vet that eve-
ning for a complete check-up, and then if 
she passed that, he would bring her back 
to our place within the next few days to 
release her in her home territory. 

 Bob e-mailed later that night: 
“Took RTHA to vet. Looks like she has 
blood in right eye and some in her 
mouth. Looks like she collided with a 
car. Everything else looks good. Had a 
full crop so she was probably feeding by 
the side of the road or on some roadkill. 
It may take a little a while for blood to 
be absorbed and get her vision back. She 
did relinquish the glove but still wanted a 
chunk of me. That's good, at least she is 
not shocky! We will keep you appraised 
of her rehabilitation.” 

Early the next morning, Dr. Pat 
Funnell, the veterinarian used by Soarin' 
Hawk sent an e-mail: “I examined the 
bird last evening and found blood in her 
mouth that appeared to be from her and 
not her food. She also had blood inside 
her right eye and has no vision in her 
right eye. We will give her plenty of time 
to see if she regains vision in that eye. 
Thanks for rescuing her. ” 

Later that week, before leaving for 
a week of camping and birding on Padre 
Island, Texas, I hurriedly put together 
our list of sightings for the four days of 
the GBBC to e-mail to birdcount.org. 
Yes, I did add one Red-tailed Hawk to 
our list for Monday.  

While in Texas I thought often of 
“my hawk”. We saw only a few Red-
tails in south Texas as the more common 
Buteo on the south Texas coast is the 
White-tailed Hawk. When we visited the 

Texas State Aquarium in Corpus Christi 
we saw a captive White-tail that had lost 
the sight in one eye after being struck by 
a car. It could not be released because it 
would not be able to properly hunt with 
vision in only one eye.  Although we 
were having a great trip, I was really 
anxious to get home and find out how 
my hawk was doing. Would it be possi-
ble to release her, and when? 

The morning after returning I sent 
an e-mail to Dr. Funnell and soon  
received her heartbreaking reply. “Al - 
Unfortunately your Red-tail died…. I did 
an autopsy and found extensive bruising 
of the breast muscles, but no obvious 
internal injuries. The only thing I didn’t 
check was her brain, so I would have to 
assume she died from head trauma.” I 
was stunned and saddened. 

Only rarely does one have the  
opportunity to experience a connection 
with an individual wild animal. Our con-
nection was brief, fleeting, and ended 
poorly.  I really felt I’d done something 
good that Monday afternoon. Sadly, in 
the end, it made no difference for “my 
hawk”. However the effect upon me  
endures. I always think of her and still 
grieve a little whenever I see a Red-tail 
soaring high or perched along a road  

For more information about Soarin’ 
Hawk, how to join, and some great infor-
mation on various species of raptors visit 
their web-site at www.soarinhawk.org.

Bird of the Month • • (from page 4)  

www.tippeaudubon.org 

P r e s i d e n t ’s  C o r n e r  -  Steve  Hammer           

Philosophers describe our sense of 
time as a purely human construct – we 
recall past experiences, we relate them to 
our present, and we use them to antici-
pate the future.  During this two-steps-
forward-one-step-back transition into 
spring, time is one way we experience 
and make sense of the natural world.  
Who hasn’t noticed the lengthening of 
days and the appearance of creatures, 
such as singing frogs and gliding vul-
tures, that were not evident just weeks 
ago?  The snow melts, the tree buds 
open, and we exclaim – “It’s about 
time!” 

 Time is also one way we under-
stand changes in the natural world 
around us.  I gained a new appreciation 
of spring wildflowers after reading about 
evolutionary change, of both the struc-

ture of flowers and the insects that polli-
nate them, in Richard Dawkins’s 2009 
book The Greatest Show on Earth.  As 
their genetic deck is repeatedly shuffled 
over many thousands of years, adaptive 
plant species have survived by providing 
just a little nectar in return for distribut-
ing their genetic material.  Beneficial 
variations in structure and ability were 
passed on, and marvelously intricate 
systems of pollination evolved.  I experi-
ence these thrilling displays of spring 
color in a deeper way as I understand 
how they reflect adaptation over vast 
periods of time. 

 Our Tippecanoe chapter member-
ship walks about in a part of Indiana 
where geologic time is evident as 
well. Relatively recent glacial topogra-
phy offers fascinating variety, from fens, 

wetlands and till plains to sand dunes, 
kames and kettle lakes.  And before the 
glaciers, this was a place of vast tropical 
seas, uplifted strata and other nearly 
unimaginable eras.  I try to imagine  
glacial ice a mile thick melting away 
into gritty streams, as pioneer plants 
return to hilltops of sand and gravel. 

 Time adds to our perspective.  If 
scientists are correct in their understand-
ing of human impact on this planet, we 
will witness the unraveling of time at a 
faster pace, as plants and creatures (and 
ice caps) respond to changing  
climate. Whether lengthening days or 
shifting migrations, this spring or this 
century, we will experience it through a 
lens of time. 
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B i r d  o f  t h e  M o n t h –  A R e d - t a i l e d  H a w k  

by Al Crist 

The last day of this year's Great 
Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) is a day I 
will not soon forget. On that Monday 
afternoon, I was returning home with the 
groceries I’d bought in North Manches-
ter, which is a few miles south of my 
home and business.  As I approached my 
property, which is located on Indiana 
Hwy. 14,  I was coming up the last hill 
before my drive and saw what looked 
like maybe a cat sitting in the middle of 
the highway or maybe it was just a 
chunk of ice that had fallen off a passing 
car. When I got closer I realized it was 
actually a Red-tailed Hawk standing in 
the road! It must have just had a collision 
with a car or truck on the highway. It 
looked very stunned but was seemingly 
still in one piece and I could see no 
blood evident. 

My first thoughts were to get traffic 
stopped and to get the hawk off the road 
before it was hit again.  I decided to stop 
my car in the middle of my lane, not 
more than 5 ft. from the hawk, in order 

to block traffic coming from behind me. 
I put on my 4-way flashers and quickly 
hopped out of my car and went to pick 
the hawk up to get it off the road. 
WHOA!! What was I thinking? Picking 
up a Red-tail in my bare hands? I tried to 
calm down and get my brain working. I 
thought to take off my jacket to wrap it 
in and then saw that the car coming from 
the other direction was getting much too 
close. I frantically waved at it to stop and 
it did at least slow down and veer off to 
the shoulder as it passed by. The next 
few minutes were, for me and probably 
the hawk as well, beyond believable. It 
showed absolutely no fear or surprise as 
I approached and calmly wrapped it in 
my down coat. Now I'm standing in the 
middle of the road holding a Red-tail 
Hawk wrapped up in my down coat and I 
have a car sitting in the middle of a fairly 
busy state highway. What now? There 
was really only one solution to this  
conundrum, so it was back into the car 
where I set the hawk on my lap and held 
it tight with one hand. With the other 
hand I steered and shifted the manual 

transmission for the several hundred 
yards up the road to my drive and then 
up the drive into the wholesale plant 
nursery my wife and I own. All the way 
it was “Please God, do not let this bird 
start to freak out”. It remained calm and I 
am still in awe that I actually drove 
while a Red-tail sat perched in my lap. I 
could even feel the body heat of the bird 
through the coat it was wrapped in. 

I knew my wife Beth was in one of 
the nursery greenhouses working, but 
had no idea which one. I got out of the 
car carrying the hawk still wrapped in 
my coat. I didn't want to start yelling 
loudly for Beth to come to help, fearing 
the bird might start to struggle, so I 
walked out into the nursery and piteously 
called "Beth - Help!" in the quietest yell 
I could conjure up. The bird did struggle 
slightly when it heard my voice. Amaz-
ingly, Beth heard me right away and then 
went to find an old dog cage to put the 
hawk into. After corralling the bird in the 
cage, we tried to think of who to call, or 

continued on Page 3 
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Annual TAS Picnic_at the Culvers____   

 
 

Bring a dish to share, food to grill, and your own 
table service. A grill will be available. The meal 
will start at 1 pm.  After lunch, at 3 pm, Bart will 
offer a guided hike through nearby forests, fields 
and wetlands. There are a variety of good habitats 
on the property, including some excellent wet-
lands.  Sandhill Cranes have nested in the area. If 
you plan to go on the hike, you will want to bring 
insect repellant and be ready for wet areas.  If you do not wish to take the hike, you 
can relax on the deck or in the pond.  
 

To reach the Culver home from US 30 at Pierceton, go north on SR 13 about 8 
miles. Near the south edge of N. Webster, turn east on Backwater Road (a.k.a. CR 
550N). Follow Backwater Rd. about 2 miles as it curves north and then east, becom-
ing CR 600N.  Just after you pass CR 975E, look for a paved driveway and two 
brick pillars on the right. The Culver’s address is 9847 E  600 N. Follow the drive-
way to the parking area. 

Tippecanoe Audubon is a chapter of the National Audubon Society 

Regular Tippecanoe 
Audubon Society 

Events: 
BI-MONTHLY PROGRAM -  

Held on the 4th Tuesday of 
February, April, June,  
August, and October and at 
the annual dinner in early 
December. Begins at 7:30 
p.m., usually at the Student 
Union on the Manchester 
C o l l e g e  C a m p u s ,  
North Manchester, IN. ALL 
ARE WELCOME. 

MONTHLY FIELD TRIPS - 

Time and place announced 
i n  t h e  b i - m o n t h l y  
newsletter. ALL ARE 
WELCOME. 

TAS BOARD MEETINGS -  
Monthly on the 2nd  
Tuesday of the month at 
7:00 p.m., except in  
December .  He ld  a t  
KenapocoMocha Coffee 
Shop, 101 E. 2nd St., North 
Manchester,  IN. All TAS 
members are welcome. 

Contact Info. 
Beth Deimling, President 

beth@lakelandnursery.com 
260-839-4315 

Tippecanoe Audubon  
Website: 

www.tippeaudubon.org 

June Field Trip___   

Purple Martins  
Our hosts, Jim and Carol Streator, have turned their 
property into a real wildlife sanctuary with plantings, 
a pond, and many birdhouses. They will give us a 
good look at their nesting Purple Martins. Other  
possibilities include nesting Hooded Mergansers, as 
well as a good assortment of early-summer 
birds. Bring binoculars and insect repellant, and dress for the weather. 

From SR13 near North Manchester, follow Meridian Rd north (becomes Packerton 
Rd).  Turn west (left) on 700S. At CR100E turn south (left). Second driveway on the 
east (left).  Look for the big pond. 

From SR13 just south of Sidney, take CR900S west. Turn north (right) on Packerton 
Rd. Turn west (left) on 700S. At CR100E turn south (left). Second driveway on the 
east (left).  Look for the big pond. 

From SR15 north of Silver Lake, travel east through Claypool and continue on 
CR700S. At CR100E turn south (right). Second driveway on the east (left). Look for 
the big pond. 

For more info. contact Dave Hicks at djhicks@manchester.edu or 260-982-2471.. 

When: Sunday,  
June 13 , 1:30 pm 

Where: - The Streator 
property near Claypool. 
(see directions below) 
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When: Sunday, July 11,  
1:00 pm 

Where: Home of Bart and 
Cinda Culver near North 
Webster, IN (see directions 
below) 
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New members of TAS received from National Audubon. Welcome!! 

Gloria Banker Columbia City Rose Lindsay Ligonier Barbara Robinson Rochester 

Richard Bean Plymouth Elouise Hollenbaugh Plymouth Mary Rohrer N. Manchester 

Mrs. Richard Belcher Rochester Barbara Johnson Peru Linda & Mike Russell Warsaw 

Tammie Berkey Warsaw Mary Laurino Warsaw Elaina Singleton Columbia City 

Deb Blackford Tippecanoe William Marks Columbia City Rita Schobert Snyder Winona Lake 

P.E. Bussard Warsaw Bob Montel Warsaw Miles Straly Peru 

Harriet Arford Leesburg Chad Hartzler Akron Plymouth Public Library  

Suzanne Baker Columbia City Lisa Hobbs Peru Brandon Ritchie Urbana 

Janet Coplen Argos Lydia Miller Syracuse Richard Thacker Rochester 

Lisa Deemer La  Fontaine Chris Mowrer Peru Saundra Trumbull Warsaw 

The Dragoos Cromwell Hubert Newcomer N. Manchester Pam Wagner Columbia City 

Candy Eastman Columbia City Paul Nye Plymouth C. Withrow Warsaw 

Kenneth Franks Ligonier David Osborn Culver Frances Wright Wabash 

Anita Fretz Plymouth Walter Penrod N. Manchester Michael Wright Columbia City 

Carolyn Clingenpeel Warsaw Susan Meyers Columbia City Jenelle Taylor Warsaw 

Breeding Bird Survey    _    

Tippecanoe Audubon will be conducting a breeding bird survey as part of the Middle Eel River Watershed Initiative. 
We will survey every Saturday morning in June, identifying birds within sub-watersheds of the middle Eel River. 
June is the only month when it is safe to assume that nearly every bird seen is breeding here. We plan to record bird 
species presence only, without counts, identified by both sight and call. We expect our survey mostly to be a driving 
survey, stopping at intervals and listening for bird calls. We plan to finish up by noon. 

This is an important baseline survey. If you are good at identifying birds by ear, we could use your leadership for 
these outings. If, like most of us, you are not so good at identifying birds by their calls, come along and help us try to 
get sightings. We’ll meet every Saturday morning in June according to the following schedule: 

June 5 & 19: Lynn's Restaurant in Roann at 170 N. Chippewa    (Squirrel Creek sub-watershed) 

June 12 & 26: Bluebird Cafe in Laketon at NE corner of Main & Lake    (Beargrass Creek sub-watershed) 

We will plan to leave the Cafe at 8 a.m., so if you want breakfast, schedule your arrival accordingly. You can also do 
a survey on your own if you'd like. Contact Beth Deimling for details: 260-839-4315, or beth@lakelandnursery.com 

June Program    _    

Adventures in Marsh Restoration 

TAS has worked closely with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for the past two 
years working to restore our Flory-Gemmer Marsh east of Liberty Mills. Rick Ward 
is the FWS Private Lands Biologist for northern Indiana. The  
Service's Private Lands Plan works cooperatively with landowners and conservation 
partners to restore privately owned fish and wildlife habitats. Rick provides techni-
cal advice and assistance in restoration work and helps guide efforts to manage 
lands for the benefit of migratory birds, endangered species, and native fish and wildlife species. Rick will talk about 
his experiences on some of his previous marsh restoration projects. He’ll give us an overview on where we currently 
are on our restoration project, what lies ahead, and will field questions. If you’re interested in this exciting project, 
this is a program you must not miss.  

When: Tuesday,  
June 22, 7:30 pm. 

Where: Manchester College 
Student Union, Hoff Room, 
North Manchester, IN 



P r e s i d e n t ’s  C o r n e r  -  Beth  De im l i ng            

“Drops of water turn a mill. Singly none. 
Singly none.”   
 -Ruthie Gorton 
 

What are my responsibilities as 
President of the Tippecanoe Audubon 
Society? How do I best lead this organi-
zation? I often feel like a mere drop in a 
raging river of humanity bent on  
destroying this beautiful blue and green 
planet. Our home. Our only home. And 
yet every one of us can do many things 
to help the birds of this planet, and the 
planet itself, and thereby help our own 
health and well-being. 

This past March, the U.S. Secretary 
of the Interior, Kenneth Salazar, released 
a new “State of the Birds” report show-
ing that climate change threatens to  
imperil hundreds of species of migratory 
birds. Many of these birds are already 
under stress from habitat loss, intro-
duced invasive species, and other envi-
ronmental threats, including widespread 
use of pesticides. The report was a col-
laborative effort of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, state wildlife agencies, 
the National Audubon Society, Ameri-
can Bird Conservancy, Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology, The Nature Conservancy, 
Partners in Flight, The National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation, USDA Forest  
Service, U.S. Geological Survey, 
Klamath Bird Observatory, Association 
of Fish and Wildlife Agencies, as well as 
other scientific and conservation organi-
zations. “State of the Birds: 2010 Report 
on Climate Change” indicates that nearly 
a third of our nation’s 800 bird species 
are endangered, threatened, or in signifi-
cant decline. Secretary Salazar indicated 
that “Just as they did in 1962 when 
Rachael Carson published Silent Spring, 
our migratory birds are sending us a 
message about the health of our planet.” 
The report indicates ways that organiza-

tions and individuals can have a demon-
strable positive impact on birds in the 
U.S. One major way to make positive 
change is to change land use patterns: 
conserving carbon-rich forests and wet-
lands, and providing wildlife habitat. If 
you’ve been reading this newsletter, 
you’ll know that Tippecanoe Audubon is 
working on restoring Flory-Gemmer 
Marsh, a 20-acre wetland near Liberty 
Mills. We’d love to have a big turn-out 
when it comes time to replant native 
plants in that wetland (tentatively next 
spring). We also hope to have a program 
this year on landscaping for wildlife. In 
a more immediate time frame, we can 
keep in mind that everything that we 
consume requires energy to produce. If 
each one of us thought hard about reduc-
ing our energy footprint, together we 
could actually “turn the mill.” 

The National Audubon Society has 
also sent out requests for volunteers to 
help with oil spill response in the Gulf of 
Mexico – an environmental catastrophe 
unfolding in slow-motion. A number of 
species are prompting special concern as 
regards this spill: the Brown Pelican - 
just removed from the Endangered Spe-
cies List, a number of beach-nesting 
terns and gulls, shorebirds including the 
Snowy Plover, the coastal Reddish 
Egret, and large wading birds like 
Spoonbills, Ibis, Herons, and Egrets. 
Even marsh birds are threatened. As the 
oil comes ashore, migratory shorebirds 
(plovers, sandpipers and relatives) and 
migratory songbirds (warblers, orioles, 
buntings, flycatchers, swallows, and 
others) may find their landing places 
despoiled by oil. According to the 2010 
State of the Birds Report, oceanic spe-
cies - such as petrels and albatrosses - 
are among the most vulnerable birds on 
earth to climate change. Already, ocean-
dwelling birds may be affected by this 

spill, though we are unlikely to see, or 
know the numbers of, affected birds. 
You can volunteer to help the response 
team by e-mailing:  
a u d u b o n a c t i o n @ a u d u b o n . o r g  
or you can donate to the clean-up effort: 
loon.audubon.org/payment/donate.OILS
PILL10.html. You can also help by join-
i n g  “ A u d u b o n  A c t i o n ” 
(audubonaction.org), where folks are 
pushing for smarter decisions regarding 
our energy and environmental future. As 
says David Ringer, of the Mississippi 
River Initiative of National Audubon, 
“It’s easy to care during a crisis. It’s a 
lot harder to care in the lulls between 
disasters, but that’s when we make a 
thousand small decisions that influence 
the future. Disaster response is crucial. 
So is long term commitment to care.” 

Locally there is a major initiative 
to improve water quality within the Mid-
dle Eel River watershed. For more infor-
mation :   
www.manchester.edu/eelriverinitiative. 
Tippecanoe Audubon will be conducting 
a breeding bird survey within this water-
shed. A member or two of the board will 
lead a survey every Saturday morning in 
June identifying birds within sub-
watersheds of the Middle Eel River. This 
is an important baseline survey. If you 
are good at identifying birds by ear, we 
could use your leadership for these out-
ings. If, like most of us, you are not so 
good at identifying birds by their calls, 
come along and help us try to get sight-
ings. See the Field Trips section for 
more information. 

Won’t you join us? There is much 
to do, and so much more that could be 
done with more participation. We usu-
ally even enjoy ourselves while we’re 
doing it! 

. 

www.tippeaudubon.org 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The Tippecanoe Audubon Society supports conservation and environmental  
education to promote appreciation, understanding, and preservation of birds, other wildlife, and diverse 
ecosystems for present and future generations. 
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 Here are short biographies and 
contact information for each of our 
officers and board members.  Do you 
have any ideas or concerns regarding 
TAS? Did you forget where to meet 
for the next field trip? Would you like 
to volunteer? Give ‘em a call or send 
‘em an e-mail. They would all love to 
hear from you.  

President-   
 Beth Deimling, Silver Lake  
 260-839-4315  
 beth@lakelandnursery.com 

 Beth is a Fort Wayne native. She 
studied Biology at IU and then headed 
west where she graduated from  
Oregon State with a Master’s degree 
in Fisheries Biology. She lived for 
many years in Oregon before moving 
back to Indiana. While living in Ore-
gon, she did extensive biological field 
work in North Cascades National 
Park, worked for the U.S. Forest Ser-
vice, and also operated her own land-
scape business. She is currently  
Nursery Manager at Lakeland  
Nursery which she owns with her  
husband, Al Crist. 

Vice President-    
 Glenn Pfleiderer, Warsaw  
 260-839-5345  
 gvpfl@kconline.com 

 Glenn is a Mechanical Engineer-
ing graduate from Case Western  
Reserve University. He is now retired, 
having worked for many years for 
Orthopedic Equipment Co. in  
Warsaw.  

Secretary-  
 Steve Hammer, N. Manchester 
 260-982-2713  
 steven.hammer@bankatfirst.com 

 Steve is a Manchester College 
graduate and received his law degree 
from Valparaiso University. He is a 
Vice President and Trust Officer at 
First Financial Bank where he has 
worked for over 20 years. Steve is 
also a long time board member of 
Acres Land Trust and is currently 
Treasurer of that organization.   

 

Treasurer-  
 Deb Hustin, N. Manchester  
 260-982-2471  
 DLHustin@manchester.edu 

 Deb is a Florida native who stud-
ied Math as an undergraduate at  
Colgate University and received her 
Master’s Degree in Math from Duke 
University. She is the Information 
Technology Services Operations  
Coordinator at Manchester College. 
She is married to Board Member 
Dave Hicks.  

Board Member- 

 Dave Hicks, N. Manchester  
 260-982-2471  
 djhicks@manchester.edu 

 Dave grew up in New York state 
and is a graduate of Colgate Univer-
sity. He has his PhD from Cornell 
University in Botany (Plant Ecology). 
He is an Assistant Professor of Biol-
ogy at Manchester College where he 
has taught since 1986. Dave is a past 
president of TAS and a long time 
board member. He organizes and 
guides our monthly field trips.  

Board Member-  
 Wilson Lutz, N. Manchester  
 260-982-6754  
 mwlutz@verizon.net 

 Wilson is a Manchester College 
graduate who then received his PhD 
in Organic Chemistry from Ohio State 
University. He is now retired, having 
taught Chemistry for many years at 
Manchester College. Wilson is also 
our Membership Chairman. 

Board Member-  
 Stan Moore, N. Manchester  
 260-982-4833  
 sdmoore@boilermakers.net 

 Stan grew up in Warsaw where his 
dad owned a pizza parlor. He was a 
city kid who decided he wanted to 
farm so he went to Purdue to study 
Agronomy. After graduation Stan and 
his wife Dee moved to southeastern 
Kosciusko County where he has been 
farming since 1977. Stan is also  
active with the Kosciusko County 

Soil & Water Conservation District 
and served as a volunteer fireman for 
20 years.  

Board Member- 

 Margit Codispoti, Fort Wayne
 260-456-1966  
 magpii2@yahoo.com 

 Margit is one of our two new 
Board members this year. She is an 
Ohio native who received her Bache-
lor’s degree from the University of 
Akron and advanced degrees from 
Illinois State and Ball State. For the 
last 26 years she has worked as a  
librarian at Indiana Purdue Fort 
Wayne where she is currently the Col-
lection Development Coordinator. 
Margit rekindled an early interest in 
birds about 10 years ago and has 
slowly developed into an avid birder.  

Board Member-  
 Bruce Ruisard, Warsaw  
 574-269-3214 

 Also new to the Board this year, 
Bruce grew up in northwestern Indi-
ana, receiving his college degree from 
Indiana University Northwest. During 
his college years he renewed an  
earlier interest in birds by visiting and 
birding the Lake Michigan lakefront 
area. Bruce is self employed. He and 
his family have lived west of Warsaw 
for 20 years. Bruce has also been 
quite active in the Indiana Audubon 
Society. 

Board Member-  
 Al Crist, Silver Lake  
 260-839-4315  
 al@lakelandnursery.com  

 Al grew up in Iowa where he  
received Bachelor’s degrees from 
Simpson College and Iowa State. He 
also has a Master’s degree from Iowa 
State in Botany (Plant Ecology). He 
has owned and operated Lakeland 
Nursery for the past 29 years. He is 
also editor of this publication.      
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the singing-est ( I think I just invented 
that word) times of the year. When sing-
ing steadily, they will sing 5 to 7 songs a 
minute but can sing more than 10 songs 
a minute in response to conflict. Of 
course, for such determined singers, they 
don't want to sing from just any perch. 
Males prefer singing from elevated and 
open perches up to 12 or even 15 feet 
above the ground. On a recent TAS field 
trip to Eagle Marsh in Fort Wayne I  
noticed a male singing proudly and 
nearly constantly from the top of an old 
telephone pole. The tops of fence posts 
are another favored location. 

The songs are melodious and fairly 
complex and are used by males to  
declare ownership of their territory and 
to attract females. They usually begin 
with 3 or 4 pure notes (can be anywhere 
from 1 to 20, with less than 7 most com-
mon) which are followed by a series of 
buzzes and trills. The whole song lasts 
from 2 to 4 seconds. Remarkably, males 
can have a repertoire of up to 20 some-
what different songs, but more typically 
5 to 15. The songs are crisp, clear, and 
precise, making them easily distinguish-
able by human ears. They will sing a 
particular song multiple times before 
switching to the next song, not pausing 
when switching. They've usually gone 
through their entire repertoire after sing-
ing approximately 200 times. The vari-
ous songs differ in the number of pure 

notes at the beginning and then in the 
types of buzzes and trills that follow. 

Song Sparrows typically learn their 
songs from a handful of other birds that 

have neighboring territories. This allows 
Song Sparrows to address their 
neighbors with songs shared in common 
with those neighbors. It has been demon-
strated that song sparrows are able to 
distinguish neighbors from strangers on 
the basis of song, and also that females 
are able to distinguish (and prefer) their 
mate's songs from those of other 
neighboring birds. Patterns of songs vary 
over the species’ enormous range. 

They are habitat generalists and  
occur in a wide range of forest, scrub, 

and riparian habitats. They also thrive in  
human areas and are common along rural 
roadsides. Food is primarily a combina-
tion of seeds and insects with various 
fruit and other invertebrates taken occa-
sionally. During breeding season, insects 
are the preferred food. In winter, seeds 
are the main source of nutrition. They 
enjoy the commercial seed mixes we use 
in our feeders with millet a particular 
favorite. 

Females are responsible for nest 
building, often with intense interest 
shown by the male. Nest building begins 
4 to 10 days before the first egg is laid. 
Nests are made of grass, forbs, leaves, 
and bark strips and lined with fine mate-
rials. They're built on or close to the 
ground beneath grass tufts, shrubs, brush 
piles, etc. In Indiana full clutches (3 or 4 
eggs) of eggs have been found as early 
as late April and as late as late July. The 
mating system is monogamous, occa-
sionally polygamous. The female incu-
bates the eggs, which takes 12 to 14 
days. The young leave the nest 9 to 12 
days after hatching. Both sexes tend the 
young. 2 to 3 broods are raised per year. 

Song Sparrows are great little birds 
with a big story, and here in Indiana 
we're privileged to be able to enjoy them 
year round. I hope the next time you 
watch or listen to one it'll be with a new 
sense of appreciation. 

 

Bird of the Month • • (from page 6)  
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Join TAS or Renew Your Membership - Become a “Friend of Tippe” 
 

Support Tippecanoe Audubon Society (TAS) and our local educational programs, field trips, three local  
nature preserves, and other conservation projects by being a “Friend of Tippe”. You support national  
conservation efforts through your membership with the National Audubon Society (NAS) and receive auto-
matic chapter membership in TAS as well.  We encourage you to become a “Friend of Tippe” and have the 
satisfaction of supporting your local chapter and our local projects! All of the membership dues for 
“Friends of Tippe” stay with the local chapter. 

Check the address label on this newsletter. If there is a month and year in small print above your name, it 
indicates when your membership as a “Friend of Tippe” expires. If there is no date above your name, 
please consider becoming a Friend.              

Use the addressed envelope enclosed with this newsletter to join or renew your membership. Thank you! 
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B i r d  o f  t h e  M o n t h –  S o n g  S p a r r o w  

by Al Crist 

The name says it all: Song Sparrow, 
Melospiza melodia. This familiar  
sparrow is certainly one melodious 
singer, one of the bird world's great  
vocalists. Much more on that later. It's 
also one of North America's most wide-
spread and diverse species. Its breeding 
range stretches in the north from 
Alaska's Aleutian Islands all the way east 
to Newfoundland, southeast to northern 
Georgia and southwest to Baja Califor-
nia. There is even an isolated breeding 
population on the central plateau of 
Mexico, nearly 900 miles from the next 
closest population. Most Song Sparrows 
that nest in Canada and far northern  
areas of the U.S. migrate south for the 
winter, over-wintering in the southern 
U.S. and northern Mexico. However 
birds that breed in areas further south are 
usually permanent residents or migrate 
only short distances. Here in Indiana, we 
get to enjoy these fun little birds all year 
long. They're familiar visitors to many of 
our bird feeders, especially in winter. 

Besides being so widespread, Song 
Sparrows are quite diverse over their 
geographic range. There are an amazing 
52 named subspecies but apparently the 
taxonomists have gotten a bit carried 
away over the years since there are really 
“only” 24 recognizable different varie-
ties. The subspecies do show a lot of 
differences, both in size and color. Com-
pared to eastern birds, Song Sparrows of 
the Desert Southwest are quite pale, 
while those in the Pacific Northwest are 
dark and heavily streaked. Song Spar-
rows of Alaska’s Aleutian Islands chain 
are even darker, and they’re huge by 
comparison: one-third longer than east-
ern birds, and weighing twice as much! 

Regardless of the amazing variety of 
regional differences, identification is 
fairly straight forward. Song Sparrows 
are medium-sized and fairly bulky spar-
rows. It is mostly a russet-brown and 
gray bird. The best field marks are its 
heavily streaked breast and flanks, and 
there is usually a dark central blotch on 
the breast. 

Its range and diversity is impressive. 
Its appearance is pleasant but really noth-
ing to get excited about. But its true  
essence, at least in our eyes, is all about 
one thing, and one thing only, and that is 
its amazing singing ability. Most song 
birds sing primarily during their breeding 
season in spring. We all know how much 
less bird song we hear as the summer 
wears on. Song Sparrows sing the year 
around. They will sing all day long, not 
just in the morning, and they will even 
occasionally sing at night. Song rates are 
highest in the morning and then gradu-
ally decline over the course of the day. 
They do sing somewhat more during the 
spring breeding season. Song rates rise 
again for 4 to 6 weeks after molt in the 
fall. But, singing is heard year-round in 
much of their breeding range. Even  
females will occasionally sing. 

Equally impressive is how often 
they repeat their songs. Peak song rates 
can top out at over 300 per hour but are 
more typically 40 to 80 an hour during 

continued on Page 5 
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TIPPE-TOPICS 

August Program____   

 
 

Ecology and Conservation of Wetland Amphibians and 
Reptiles 

Dr. Bruce Kingsbury will speak on the importance 
of wetlands, especially shallow ones, to the ecol-
ogy and conservation of many of Indiana's  
amphibians and reptiles. He will review some of 
his group's research findings, take a look at a vari-
ety of regional species using shallow wetlands, and 
include recommendations on how to properly man-
age this vital habitat. This presentation will be especially pertinent as TAS pro-

ceeds with the restoration of our Flory-Gemmer Marsh. 

Dr. Kingsbury is professor and chair of the Dept. of Biology at IPFW. He has dedi-
cated much of his professional life to the conservation of endangered reptiles, espe-
cially snakes. His areas of expertise include habitat requirements, population viabil-
ity, and habitat restoration and management. His areas of interest also include  
behavioral and physiological ecology of reptiles, thermoregulation, foraging behav-
ior, and patterns of habitat use. Dr. Kingsbury is the director of the Center for  
Reptile and Amphibian Conservation and Management, the "Herp Center."  

Tippecanoe Audubon is a chapter of the National Audubon Society 

Regular Tippecanoe 
Audubon Society 

Events: 

BI-MONTHLY PROGRAM -  
Held on the 4th Tuesday of 
February, April, June,  
August, and October and at 
the annual dinner in early 
December. Begins at 7:30 
p.m., usually at the Student 
Union on the Manchester 
C o l l e g e  C a m p u s ,  
North Manchester, IN. ALL 
ARE WELCOME. 

MONTHLY FIELD TRIPS - 

Time and place announced 
i n  t h e  b i - m o n t h l y  
newsletter. ALL ARE 
WELCOME. 

TAS BOARD MEETINGS -  
Monthly on the 2nd  
Tuesday of the month at 
7:00 p.m., except in  
December .  He ld  a t  
KenapocoMocha Coffee 
Shop, 101 E. 2nd St., North 
Manchester,  IN. All TAS 
members are welcome. 

Contact Info. 
Beth Deimling, President 

beth@lakelandnursery.com 

260-839-4315 

Tippecanoe Audubon  

Website: 
www.tippeaudubon.org 

August Field Trip___   

Pisgah Marsh and Durham Lake  

Pisgah Marsh has a nice elevated boardwalk with views 
of the marsh, a small lake and a mature hardwood for-
est. Many waterbirds, including nesting  
Sandhill Cranes, use the marsh as a migration stopover 
or breeding site.  If time permits, we will visit Durham 
Lake and look for waterfowl on the lake and early mi-
grants in the forest. 

From State Road 5, about 8 1/2 miles north of Larwill, turn west onto Whitley 
County Road 850N. Follow this road about ½ mile to the parking lot at the dead 
end.  (Note: this site is not directly accessible from the west via State Road 13.) 

F o r  p h o t o s  a n d  m a p s ,  s e e  t h e  D N R ’ s  w e b  p a g e : 
http://www.in.gov/dnr/fishwild/3085.htm 

For more info. contact Dave Hicks at djhicks@manchester.edu or 260-982-2471.. 

When: Saturday,  
August 21st, 9:00 am 

Where: - meet at  
Pisgah Marsh, SE of 
North Webster (see  
directions below) 

C O M I N G  E V E N T S - c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  2  

When: Tuesday,  
August 24th, 7:30 pm. 

Where: Manchester College 
Student Union, Hoff Room, 
North Manchester, IN 
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September Field Trip___   

Jasper-Pulaski Fish and Wildlife Area  

Jasper-Pulaski is best known for its late-fall congregation of migrating Sandhill 
Cranes. Although we will be too early for the main crane migration, there is plenty 
of interest in the prairies, wetlands and forests of JP at all times of year. We will 
stop at the crane-viewing tower and wetland observation tower, which should be 
good sites for migrants. If hunting schedules permit, we will also visit the Tefft Sa-
vannah nature preserve for fall prairie flowers. 

There will be two starting points for the field trip:  Meet at 8:30 am at the Manchester College Science Center parking 
lot to carpool.  The Science Center is on the east side of Wayne St. in North Manchester, above ¼ mile south of the 
intersection of Wayne St. and IN SR13.  Or meet at the J-P headquarters at 10:30 am. This is northwest of Medary-
ville. From Medaryville, follow US 421 about 4 miles north.  At IN SR143, turn west (left) and go about 1.3 miles to 
the headquarters area. 

For more information contact Dave Hicks at djhicks@manchester.edu or 260-982-2471. 

When: Saturday, Sept. 18th, 
(see below for times) 

Where:  Meet at Manchester 
College to carpool or meet 
the group at Jasper-Pulaski 
(see below for details) 

Our “Saturday mornings in June” 
breeding bird survey of five sub-
watersheds of the Middle Eel River pro-
vided an interesting snapshot of this 
large local watershed. Our total list for 
all the sub-watersheds included 85 spe-
cies. This compared favorably with the 
results from a block near Roann sur-
veyed by the more complete - and multi-
year - Breeding Bird Atlas project. That 
survey found evidence of breeding for 85 
species, with a total of 87 species ob-
served in the block within their breeding 
window.  

Upon examination of maps of land 
use patterns for each watershed, it might 
be expected that differences in total spe-
cies numbers would be apparent between 
sub-watersheds based on those land use 
patterns. However, in the field, total spe-
cies number seemed more dependent on 
the number of person-hours spent birding 
in each sub-watershed. We often found 
that we could drive for some distance not 
seeing many birds, then we would stop at 
a bridge over a creek or the Eel River, or 
even a ditch, to listen and watch. If there 
was significant riparian vegetation, we 
could pick up quite a number of species, 
mostly through identifying calls. In short, 
the corridors along waterways are impor-
tant bird habitat, providing diverse cover 
and water. Next June, we hope to con-
tinue with the survey, filling in on those 
sub-watersheds where we worked fewer 

person-hours, and adding a few new sub-
watersheds. All those participating im-
proved their birding-by-ear skills. 

Although the well seems to be 
plugged, the Gulf oil disaster continues. 
An interactive map charting the extent 
and location of the Gulf oil spill through 
the present is available on the New York 
Times web site: nytimes.com/national. 
The amount of oil spilled by the Exxon 
Valdez in 1989 was 10.8 million gallons. 
Through July 22, the spill from the 
Deepwater Horizon has reached some-
where between 50.7 and 145 million 
gallons. This chart also shows shows the 
extent of the moving oil: a slick over 300 
miles wide that changes shape with the 
day and the shifting Gulf currents. Uni-
versity of South Florida researcher David 
Hollander has also confirmed that vast 
plumes of underwater microscopic drop-
lets of oil (invisible to the naked eye) 
from this spill are moving deep under the 
surface, at depths of 1,000 to 4,000 feet. 
These plumes were found near the De-
Soto Canyon off the Florida panhandle, 
an area critical to Florida's spawning 
grounds. Even low concentrations of oil 
can be harmful to the eggs and larvae of 
the fish, coral, and other marine organ-
isms. "What we have learned completely 
changes the idea of what an oil spill is," 
Hollander said. The BP spill "has gone 
from a two-dimensional disaster to a 
three-dimensional catastrophe.” 

Beginning in the early days of the 
disaster, and continuing on to the pre-
sent, National Audubon has assembled a 
team of staff to organize thousands of 
volunteers who have responded to the 
tragedy in the Gulf and to coordinate 
recovery and bird rescue efforts. But 
longer-term answers to this nightmare 
rely on reducing our dependence on oil 
for our energy needs. National Audubon 
is leading the way in several areas, but 
needs all our help. $200,000 is available 
to Audubon through the “Members Pro-
ject.” This is a way for you to help with-
out contributing a penny. Go to 
takepart.com/membersproject/vote, and 
vote for the National Audubon Society as 
your favorite charity. It is possible to 
vote once per week through August. 

And on Thursday, July 22, efforts 
to move forward on a national clean en-
ergy and climate bill were suspended. It 
is extremely important to keep the pres-
sure on our legislators to come up with a 
workable bill. Let Senators Evan Bayh 
(bayh.senate.gov) and Richard Lugar 
(lugar.senate.gov) know that we cannot 
afford to fail to move forward on this 
bill. Our oceans and our climate depend 
on it. 

P r e s i d e n t ’s  C o r n e r  -  Beth  De im l i ng            



birds, and may even make noisy forays 
to startle other birds off their nests. 
Large, open nests in forest edges, shrub-
lands and grasslands are most likely to 
be parasitized. Surprisingly, there is no 
correlation between the visibility of a 
nest (to humans, at least) and its likeli-
hood of being parasitized by cowbirds. 
However, a study of Red-winged Black-
birds showed that parents that had noisy 
and conspicuous behavior around their 
nests were more likely to receive a cow-
bird egg. 

When a nest with eggs is found, 
the female waits until the residents 
leave to feed around dawn.  She then 
enters the nest, often removes one of the 
eggs, and quickly lays one or more of 
her own. Egg-laying behavior is quite 
different from that of most other birds; 
cowbirds can deposit an egg in less than 
30 seconds, versus a typical 30 minutes 
or more for other species. Cowbirds can 
lay up to 40 eggs in a season. 

Once the egg has been laid, it de-

velops rapidly, hatching in an average 
of 11 days. Since most host species 
require 12-17 days, cowbird chicks are 
usually the first to hatch. Unlike cuck-
oos or African honeyguides, cowbird 
hatchlings do not damage the host’s 
eggs or nestlings. Rather, they take ad-
vantage of the host parent’s parental 
behavior by hatching earlier, growing 
faster, and begging more aggressively 
for food than the host chicks. The host 
parents feed the cowbirds at the expense 
of their own offspring, reducing their 
own reproductive success. Cowbird 
parasitism has been implicated as a sig-
nificant threat to Kirtland's Warbler, 
Black-capped Vireo, Bell's Vireo and 
Willow Flycatcher, among others. 

Cowbird eggs have been reported 
in nests of 220 species, including hum-
mingbirds and raptors, and cowbird 
fledglings have been raised by 144 of 
these species. As might be expected, 
there is a good deal of variation in the 
responses of a parent bird to a foreign 
egg. The eggs are white to greenish, 
with a mottling of dark brown 
splotches.   About 20 species are able to 
identify and reject cowbird eggs. Re-
jecters use a variety of strategies. Vir-
eos and some warblers place a layer of 
nest material over the batch with cow-
bird eggs and then lay more eggs of 
their own. Yellow-breasted Chats and 
Blue-gray Gnatcatchers simply abandon 
parasitized nests with foreign eggs. 
American Robins, Baltimore Orioles 
and Gray Catbirds puncture or eject 
cowbird eggs. 

Since some species have evolved 
the ability to detect and reject cowbird 
eggs, it is surprising to find that so 
many have not done so. Cowbirds have 
been raised by hosts as small as Brown 
Creepers and as large as meadowlarks.   

Among the most frequently parasitized 
are Yellow Warblers, Song Sparrows, 
Red-eyed Vireos, Chipping Sparrows, 
and Eastern Phoebes.   

There are several possible expla-
nations why rejection of cowbird eggs 
has not developed in many species. Per-
haps the most broadly applicable one is 
that some species have been exposed to 
cowbirds only relatively recently, and 
have not had time to evolve defensive 
behavior. Given that the cowbird has 
only recently expanded into eastern 
North America, and is found mostly in 
disturbed habitats, it is no surprise to 
find that many of the non-
discriminators are forest species that 
would not have a long evolutionary 
history of cowbird parasitism. On the 
o th e r  h a n d ,  ma n y  o f  t h e  
rejecters are species found in forest 
edges and more open areas. 

Another possible reason that some 
birds have not evolved rejection behav-
ior lies in the risk to their own eggs 
when cowbird eggs are destroyed. The 
parent birds sometimes get too enthusi-
astic and destroy some of their eggs in 
the course of eliminating cowbird eggs. 
This is particularly likely in species that 
attempt to puncture cowbird eggs rather 
than simply shoving them out of the 
nest. 

One final possibility is a type of 
behavior that has been documented in 
European cuckoos, and is sometimes 
called a “Mafia” behavior pattern.  
Cuckoos will return to a nest that they 
have parasitized, and if their eggs have 
been rejected, they will retaliate by de-
stroying the host’s eggs or offspring.  A 
recent study in Illinois identified possi-
ble mafia behavior in Brown-headed 
Cowbirds, although direct observations 
of retaliation were not recorded. 

Bird of the Month • • (from page 4)  
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Phoebe nest containing one  
Brown-headed Cowbird egg. 

F l o r y - G e m m e r  M a r s h  U p d a t e  

Drainage work continues at the 
marsh. Getting the water level to the 
desired level has really proven to be 
quite a challenge. We had hoped that 
after the drainage work was done last 
summer and the water control structure 
installed, that the marsh would slowly 
fill to the proper level and that we 
would begin to see the invasive Reed 
Canary Grass that covers much of the 
marsh begin to die. As the saying goes, 

“The best laid plans of mice and 
men…..”.  The water level has risen but 
has stubbornly remained 8 to 10 inches 
below the desired full pool level and the 
Reed Canary Grass looks as healthy as 
ever. The contractor was called back to 
the marsh in late spring and we ex-
plored for more tiles that could still be 
draining water from the marsh. One 
such large tile was found and removed. 
One more existing tile has been discov-

ered and will be removed yet this sum-
mer. Hopefully we’ll then see the water 
level rise.  

The first application of herbicide 
to kill non-native invasive vegetation is 
scheduled for this fall, with a second 
application scheduled for next spring.  
If all goes as planned, native plant seed-
ing and planting could begin late spring 
and/or summer of next year. 
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B i r d  o f  t h e  M o n t h –  B r o w n - h e a d e d  C o w b i r d  

by Dave Hicks 

A couple of weeks ago, I looked 
out at our bird feeder and saw a tiny 
Chipping Sparrow trying to satisfy the 
appetite of a juvenile Brown-headed 
Cowbird that was nearly three times its 
size. While the sparrow might have 
been proud of its parenting skills, rais-
ing cowbirds instead of its own off-
spring reduces its reproductive capacity. 

 Brown-headed Cowbirds 
(Molothrus ater) are members of the 
Blackbird family (Icteridae), and thus 
are related to orioles, Red-winged 
Blackbirds and meadowlarks. Like 
other members of this family, cowbirds 
are medium-sized, rather chunky birds 
that occur most often in open habitats or 
forest edges. Adult male cowbirds are 
distinguished by a brown head, but fe-
males are a drab gray. Also like other 
blackbirds, they have a varied diet that  
includes insects and seeds. 

 There are three species of cow-
birds in North America. The Bronzed 
Cowbird and Shiny Cowbird occur in 

the southern U.S., though they range 
much further south. Two other species 
occur in South America. Recent genetic 
studies indicate that Brown-headed 
Cowbirds are a relatively recently 
evolved species that developed from a 
South American ancestor. 

The Brown-headed Cowbird has 
the widest North American distribution, 
with its overall range extending from 
southern Alaska to Mexico and Florida.  
Birds in the more northern populations 
migrate south during the winter, but 
eastern U.S. populations are mostly 
non-migratory. During the summer, 
cowbirds are solitary, in pairs, or form 
small groups. However, during the non-
breeding seasons they often flock with 
starlings and other blackbirds in groups 
that may number more than a million. 

 Brown-headed Cowbirds are 
associated with open habitats. Before 
humans created extensive crop fields 
and lawns, they were probably found 
mostly in the native grasslands of Great 
Plains. In the modern world, cowbirds 

often follow cattle to feed on insects 
stirred up by the herd. Before cattle 
were brought from the Old World cow-
birds were probably followers of the 
bison herds. In some situations, they 
may defend territories, but they are of-
ten not tied to a particular location. 

 The most unusual thing about 
the cowbird is, of course, its reproduc-
tive behavior. They are among the few 
species of bird that do not raise their 
own young, or construct a nest.  This 
behavior pattern is called brood parasit-
ism or kleptoparasitism. It appears in 
just a few bird groups worldwide. Per-
haps the best known brood parasites 
other than cowbirds are the Old World 
cuckoos.  (North American cuckoo spe-
cies typically do raise their own young, 
although they may occasionally engage 
in brood parasitism.) 

 Female cowbird behavior is 
well adapted for their parasitic lifestyle. 
They actively search for nests of other 

continued on Page 3 
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TIPPE-TOPICS  

October Program____   

 

“For the Sake of Our Lakes” 

Lyn Crighton, Executive Director of the Tippecanoe 
Watershed Foundation, will give a presentation 
about their efforts to protect and improve water 
quality in the lakes and streams of the Upper Tippe-
canoe River watershed. 

The Foundation was established in 1997 to focus on  
restoration and preservation efforts in the Upper Tippecanoe River Watershed, located 
in parts of Kosciusko, Whitley, and Noble Counties. The Foundation's is active in se-
curing and providing funding for watershed and lake enhancement projects in order to 
protect watershed water quality.  

Tippecanoe Audubon is a chapter of the National Audubon Society 

Regular Tippecanoe 
Audubon Society 

Events: 

BI-MONTHLY PROGRAM -  

Held on the 4th Tuesday of 
February, April, June,  
August, and October and at 
the annual dinner in early 
December. Begins at 7:30 
p.m., usually at the Student 
Union on the Manchester 
C o l l e g e  C a m p u s ,  
North Manchester, IN. ALL 
ARE WELCOME. 

MONTHLY FIELD TRIPS - 

Time and place announced 
i n  t h e  b i -mo n t h l y  
newsletter. ALL ARE 
WELCOME. 

TAS BOARD MEETINGS -  

Monthly on the 2nd  
Tuesday of the month at 
7:00 p.m., except in  
December .  He ld  a t  
KenapocoMocha Coffee 
Shop, 101 E. 2nd St., North 
Manchester,  IN. All TAS 
members are welcome. 

Contact Info. 
Beth Deimling, President 

beth@lakelandnursery.com 

260-839-4315 

Tippecanoe Audubon  

Website: 
www.tippeaudubon.org 

October Field Trip___   

TAS Herbert Taylor Sanctuary 

We will visit the TAS Sanctuary on the banks of the 
Eel River, northeast of Liberty Mills. We will look 
for migrating birds, early fall colors and late fall 
flowers. If time permits, we will also visit the Flory 
Gemmer sanctuaries a few miles away. 

From SR 13 about 1½ miles north of North Man-
chester (about 2½ miles south of SR 13/SR 14 junction), turn east toward Liberty 
Mills (indicated by sign on Highway 13).  Follow the county road through town.  At 
the edge of town, turn left on 4th St., then bear right out of town at the old school-
house.  Follow the road through a left angle bend to the Audubon sign.  Follow the 
lane to the parking area. For more information, contact Dave Hicks at 
djhicks@manchester.edu or 260-982-2471. 

When: Saturday,  

October 23 , 1:30 pm 

Where: - The TAS  

Herbert Taylor Sanctuary, 

near Liberty Mills (see 

directions below) 

C O M I N G  E V E N T S - c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  2  

When: Tuesday, October 

26, 7:30 pm 

Where: Manchester College 

Student Union, Hoff Room, 

North Manchester, IN 

November Field Trip___   

Wildwood 

This ACRES-owned property has an extensive trail 
system and over 200 acres of varied habitat. We hope 
to see late fall birds and other wildlife. 

Wildwood is located on SR 14 about 3½ miles east 
of Silver Lake and about 4½ miles west of the SR 
13/SR 14 junction. For more information contact 
Dave Hicks at djhicks@manchester.edu or 260-982-2471. 

When: Saturday,  

November 20, 1:30 pm 

Where: - Wildwood  

Nature Preserve, near 

Silver Lake (see directions 

below) 
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New members of TAS received from National Audubon. Welcome!! 

Robin Carr  Warsaw Cynthia Kegley  Rochester Scott Reinholt Warsaw 

Loveda Cass Peru Barbara Lutterbein  Akron Dorothy Ruuska  Syracuse 

Jennifer H. Chapman  Bremen James Miner Etna Green Carol Salzbrun  Ligonier 

R. M. Clain  Columbia City Patricia Miller Wabash Susan Saunders  Ligonier 

Harold A. Claybaugh  Peru D. G. Musselman  Denver Mark Schermerhorn Ligonier 

Paul E. Davis  Rochester Jolynn Mylin  Warsaw Helen Shanks  Wabash 

Linda Burkett  Rochester Caroline E. Jones  Rochester Ginger Pomilia  Syracuse 

Vernon L. Campbell  Milford Carolyn Kachmann  Syracuse Annalisa Price Warsaw 

Cheri Frank  Wabash Beth Nicodemus  Silver Lake Janice Soyez Warsaw 

Catherine M. Hahn Plymouth Charles S. Nissen Wawaka N. R. Sumpter  Plymouth 

Alice Henning Bremen Cheryl Nixon  Plymouth Jacquelyn Thorne  Columbia City 

Dolly Hoch Wabash Margaret A. Oswalt Warsaw Amy S. Walters  Columbia City 

John Horan Kewanna Susan Overmyer Rochester Clark Waterfall Columbia City 

Kevin Jane  Ligonier Dorothy A. Parsons N. Manchester Warren E. Zellner  Winona Lake 

Tim Dawsey  Warsaw Doris Newton Mentone Becky Snodgrass  Columbia City 

Barbara L. Branham  N. Manchester Sabrina Johnson  Leesburg Darlene K. Peppler  Columbia City 

Kathryn Ackerman  Kewanna Harold Johnson  Leesburg Kathy & Jerry Patterson  Warsaw 

Coming Up   _    

Annual TAS Christmas Bird Count 

Be sure to get out your newly purchased 2011 calendars and circle Saturday, January 1 to mark what promises to be 
the best day of the year! That’s how TAS board member Al Crist and TAS President Beth Deimling think of the 
Christmas Count. A whole day devoted to birding followed by the camaraderie of a free dinner and count compila-
tion with the rest of the TAS counters is as good as it gets (unless, of course, you are able to do the May count). Full 
details will be provided in the December / January newsletter.  

Coming Up   _    

TAS Annual Dinner and Special Program 

Join us December 14th at 6:00 p.m. in the Manchester College Student Union for the 
Tippecanoe Audubon Society’s Annual Dinner and Special Program. This year’s 
program will feature Ted Rose, a nationally known wildlife photographer and writer 
from North Manchester. Ted has had over 10,000 photos published in books, calen-
dars, and magazines. Over 200 of his short stories have been published in outdoor 
magazines.  

The menu includes Rosemary Roasted Pork, Caesar Salad, Roasted Sweet Potatoes, Green Beans with Tomatoes and 
Onion, and Pecan Pie. Cost is $16 per person. To make a reservation, contact Dave Hicks at djhicks@manchester.edu 
or 260-982-2471 before December 9th..   

When: Tuesday,  
December 14, 6:00 pm. 

Where: Manchester College 
Student Union, Hoff Room, 
North Manchester, IN 



Pres ident ’s  Corner  -  Be th  De im l ing            

Two crane species are native to 
North America: Sandhill Crane, and 
Whooping Crane. Both the U.S. and 
Canada are geographically very large, 
as countries of the world go. And so 
we have a somewhat unique perspec-
tive: `our’ crane’s life histories and 
migration patterns are largely confined 
to these two countries and Mexico. 
However, consider the Siberian Crane, 
which breeds in Russia, winters in 
China, India, Iran, and during  
migration flies over Kazakhstan, Af-
ghanistan, and Pakistan. All of these 
three species, as well as the planet’s 
other 12 crane species, fall under the 
watchful eye of the International Crane 
Foundation (ICF). Begun by two orni-
thology graduate students from Cor-
nell University in 1973, the dream of 
George Archibald and Ron Sauey was 
to save the world’s cranes from extinc-
tion. From the beginning, ICF was 
pledged to a mix of five essential ac-
tivities: research, education, ecosystem 
protection, captive breeding, and rein-
troduction. 

Archibald and Sauey began ICF 
and its captive breeding program on a 
farm near Baraboo, Wisconsin owned 
by Sauey’s parents, where they made 
use of an unused horse barn. Today, 
ICF headquarters has state-of-the-art 
crane housing and breeding areas, still 
near Baraboo, Wisconsin. To safe-
guard against extinction, and as a 
source of birds for reintroduction back 
into the wild, ICF has developed a 
“species bank” of captive cranes. Their 
facility houses all of the 15 species of 
cranes of the world, including the most 
endangered: our very own Whooping 
Crane. ICF has been the source of 
many scientific contributions in the 
science of breeding and reintroducing 

cranes. A visit to ICF Headquarters 
should include a walk around their 
viewing pens, where it is possible for 
the general public to view representa-
tives of most of the world’s crane spe-
cies. Recently my husband and I had 
the opportunity to visit the ICF in cen-
tral Wisconsin. If you are in the area, 
this is an attraction not to be missed.  

Since the 15 crane species, and 
the people who study them, live on 5 
continents and in 20 countries, an im-
portant part of the work of the ICF 
involves working with and coordinat-
ing between local people, scientists, 
and various national and international 
organizations in all those countries. As 
the ICF grew, it became apparent that 
the same challenges facing people – 
environmental degradation and grow-
ing demands on diminishing supplies 
of fresh water – impacted the survival 
of cranes. And so the ICF is now 
“dedicated to identifying and imple-
menting constructive solutions that 
address the needs of people while pro-
tecting cranes and the natural places 
on which they depend.”  For example, 
on the lower Zambezi River in Mo-
zambique, ICF worked with diverse 
institutions to restore natural flooding 
cycles downriver from a large dam. 
The cycles of high and low waters 
were essential for breeding Wattled 
Cranes, but these cycles also served to 
enhance the incomes of local commu-
nities which depended on river re-
sources, which in turn depended on 
those same flooding cycles.  

Habitat loss – specifically loss of 
wetlands – is a huge problem for 
cranes. The ICF assists in the recon-
struction of crane habitats when possi-
ble, but when this is not possible, it 
works to find other solutions for 

cranes and the people affected by 
them. In this country, wetlands have 
largely been replaced by agricultural 
fields, and so as numbers of Sandhill 
Cranes have increased, cranes have 
often substituted germinating corn for 
the food resources they would have 
acquired in wetlands. As a result,  
Sandhills have come to be viewed as a 
nuisance by farmers in some areas, due 
to their impact on germinating corn. 
The ICF has spent considerable re-
sources seeking out, and finding, seed 
corn treatments which discourage for-
aging cranes while avoiding other ad-
verse environmental impacts. 

There is a wonderfully wild story 
behind the successful breeding by the 
ICF of their first Whooping Crane. 
Archibald and Sauey received their 
first female Whooping Crane named 
“Tex” in 1982. Unfortunately, Tex was 
so imprinted on people that she wanted 
nothing to do with male Whoopers and 
would not mate. Archibald lived with 
Tex for 15 hours a day during six 
weeks for each of three summers, 
‘dancing’ with her, and acting as her 
companion in an attempt to make her 
hormonally receptive for artificial in-
semination. After artificial insemina-
tion, Tex finally laid an egg which 
hatched into “Gee Whiz” who lived to 
sire many chicks, thus contributing 
Tex’s rare genes to a gene pool se-
verely limited by low numbers of indi-
viduals.  

Visit their wonderful website at 
www.savingcranes.org to learn more 
about their diverse and interesting 
work. You might even consider a con-
tribution. The ICF receives a 4-star 
(highest) rating from Charity Naviga-
tor.  
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Pro j ec t  FeederWa tch  

One backyard at a time, participants 
in Project FeederWatch are doing their 
part to unravel nature’s mysteries—
simply by sharing information about the 
birds that visit their feeders from  
November to April. The 24th season of 
Project FeederWatch begins November 
13, although new participants can join at 
any time.  

Participants count the numbers and 
different species of birds at their feeders 
and enter their information on the  
F e e d e r W a t c h  w e b s i t e  a t 
www.FeederWatch.org. By collecting 
information from all these feeders in all 
these backyards, scientists at the Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology are able to track pat-
terns in bird populations and movement 

from year to year, all across North Amer-
ica.  

To learn more about joining Project 
FeederWatch and to sign up, visit 
www.FeederWatch.org or call the  
Cornell Lab toll-free at (866) 982-2473. 
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their slow recovery. Whoopers nest in 
emergent vegetation in the shallow  
areas of ponds and wet meadows. Each 
pair establishes a large breeding terri-
tory, averaging nearly 2 km in diameter, 
that is defended from other cranes. 
Courtship entails elaborate dances and 
calls including “unison calling”, which 
is a complex series of calls coordinated 
between members of the pair. The  
unison call is a very distinct 
"whooping" sound, hence the common 
name. “Floating nests” made of reeds, 
grasses and other wetland vegetation 
are built in shallow water 6 to 10 inches 
deep. The female usually lays two eggs 
but after hatching only one chick  
usually survives. Chicks grow incredi-
bly fast, up to one inch a day, in order 
to be large enough to migrate only a 
few months after hatching. Chicks are 
mottled cinnamon brown to help cam-
ouflage them from predators. Young 
cranes can only learn their migration 
route by following their parents south in 
the fall. The chicks join juvenile flocks 
in their second year and stay with those 
flocks for three to five years. Mate pair-
ing often begins in those flocks. Sexual 
maturity is reached at from four to six 
years in age, but it is suspected that 
successful nesting most often occurs in 
pairs at a somewhat older age. Whoop-
ers are very long-lived birds, with indi-
viduals in the wild sometimes reaching 
25 years of age.  

Until 1954, the location of the 
migratory flock’s breeding grounds 
remained a mystery. Attempts had been 
made by researchers to follow the flock 
to the breeding area on their northern 
migration but the birds had always man-
aged to give the researchers the slip 
somewhere in southern Canada. In the 
summer of 1954 a pilot flying over a 
remote area of Wood Buffalo National 
Park, a huge 17,000 sq. mile Canadian 
national park in northern Alberta and 
southern Northwest Territory, spotted 
what he believed to be two adults and 
one juvenile Whooping Crane.  
Researchers returned to the area in 1955 
and confirmed this area to be their pre-
viously unknown breeding grounds. 
Since Whoopers lay two eggs per clutch 
but normally only raise one chick to 
maturity, scientists believed that one 

egg could be removed from nests with-
out impacting the productivity of the 
wild flock. Egg collection began in 
1967 and these eggs became the foun-
dation for future captive breeding and 
release programs.  

The first effort to establish a  
second migratory wild flock began in 
1975. Eggs removed from wild nests at 
Wood Buffalo were placed in wild nests 
of Sandhill Cranes in Idaho. The foster 
parents hatched and successfully raised 
Whooping Crane chicks and taught 
them their migratory route south.  
Unfortunately, the Whooping Cranes 
had become so imprinted on the San-
dhills that when the chicks reached sex-
ual maturity they mated with Sandhills, 
not other Whoopers. Hybrid offspring 
were  p roduced  and  dubbed 
“Whoophills”. This program was dis-
continued in 1989 and no Whooping 
Cranes survive in that population.  

During the 1980’s a joint U.S. and 
Canadian “Whooping Crane Recovery 
Team” had become convinced that it 
was critical to continue to try to estab-
lish a second flock of Whooping Cranes 
in case disaster struck the Wood Buf-
falo/Aransas flock. Disaster is easy to 
imagine for that flock, especially on 
their coastal Texas wintering grounds. 
The Aransas National Wildlife Refuge 
sits adjacent to the Intercoastal Water-
way with its heavy barge traffic. The 
petrochemical industry is huge in the 
area and numerous barges loaded with 
an array of highly toxic chemicals pass 
literally within yards of grazing 
Whooping Cranes at the refuge. An oil 
or chemical spill could prove to be 
catastrophic.  

The flock is also sensitive to fluc-
tuations in the availability of their prey 
species. Whoopers are omnivorous. In 
their breeding areas in Wood Buffalo 
they feed on mollusks and crustaceans, 
insects, minnows, frogs, and snakes. At 
their wintering grounds at Aransas they 
mainly feed in brackish bays, coastal 
marshes and on tidal flats where their 
diet is various aquatic invertebrates and 
crustaceans, especially Blue Crabs. 
These areas depend upon freshwater 
inflows from the Guadalupe River  
basin. As more water from the river is 
diverted for agricultural uses and during 
times of drought, not enough fresh  

water reaches the coast. Normally 
brackish estuaries and bays become 
increasingly salty and Blue Crab num-
bers can plummet.  Drought, coupled 
with increased agricultural water diver-
sion, resulted in the deaths of 23 
Whoopers at Aransas during the winter 
of ’08-’09. Juvenile birds were espe-
cially hard hit.  

The next effort at establishing a 
second flock of wild birds began in 
1993 when 33 captive-raised Whoopers 
were released in the Kissimmee Prairie 
area in central Florida. From 1993 until 
2004, 289 captive-born and reared 
Whoopers were released in the area in 
an effort to establish a non-migratory 
flock. Drought and predation by Bob-
cats have been major problems. Many 
cranes have mated and nested but over 
the years only 10 chicks have been suc-
cessfully fledged. In recent years flock 
numbers have declined and as of April, 
2010 only 26 birds remained.   

Here’s where the story gets really 
interesting. In 1999, various govern-
mental and private organizations united 
to form the Whooping Crane Eastern 
Partnership (WCEP) in order to estab-
lish a new migratory flock of Whooping 
Cranes in the core part of their historic 
breeding range. Among the founding 
organizations were the International 
Crane Foundation (see this month’s 
“President’s Corner” for more about the 
ICF) and Operation Migration, a truly 
unique group that was co-founded by 
two exceptional Canadians, sculptor 
and aviator Bill Lishman and photogra-
pher and aviator Joe Duff. 

Lishman had always been fasci-
nated by flight and as a child often day-
dreamed of flying with the birds. In the 
1970's, he had become one of Canada's 
pioneers in ultralight aviation. In 1985, 
he happened to see the IMAX film 
“Skyward” which featured close up foot-
age of Canada Geese in flight. Bill 
learned that the footage was taken from a 
boat that the film maker, William Carrick, 
had trained the geese to become imprinted 

upon. Lishman became excited at the 
idea of imprinting the birds on himself 
and his homebuilt ultralight, hoping that 
if the birds would follow Carrick in the 
boat, then surely they would follow him 
in the air. His attempts began in 1986 
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and in 1989 he had his first success, 
leading 12 young geese on local flights. 
Close friend Joe Duff joined Bill and in 
1993 and they conducted the first  
human-led bird migration. The two 
“artists turned naturalists” led 18 geese, 
flying behind ultralights, from Ontario to 
Virginia. The next spring most of these 
geese returned on their own back to On-
tario. With this success behind them, the 
two founded Operation Migration the 
following year. Even Hollywood became 
involved, with the popular movie “Fly 
Away Home” (1996) based upon that 
first ultralight led migration. Joe Duff 
trained the “actor geese” for the film and 
worked closely with the production 
crew. The film won numerous awards 
and was nominated for an Oscar in Cine-
matography in 1997. Bill and Joe contin-
ued their human led migration experi-
ments, achieving success with Sandhill 
Cranes and Trumpeter Swans.  

Although the human led migrations 
were successful, one major problem  
developed. The birds imprinted not only 
upon the ultralight aircraft but also upon 
the pilots that flew them. After being led 
by ultralights to Virginia in the fall of 
1997, 7 Sandhill Cranes spent the winter 
there. In late March they failed to return 
from their daily foraging flight and it 
was hoped they had begun their migra-
tion north. Two days later, Operation 
Migration received a phone call from a 
school principal in St. Catharines,  
Ontario reporting six rather large birds 
were entertaining 250 of his students in 
the schoolyard! Even though Bill and Joe 
were thrilled that the cranes had found 
their way home on their own, they knew 
that in order to maintain the bird’s wild-
ness, they had to solve the problem of 
imprinting on humans. 

To address the problem, Joe Duff 
worked closely with the U.S. Geologic 
Survey’s “Patuxent Wildlife Research 
Center” in Maryland to develop an inno-
vative scheme of raising young cranes. 
The “costume-rearing protocol” that was 
developed uses costumed biologists to 
train the young birds. The biologists are 
covered from head to foot in what might 
be referred to a “crane burqa” in order to 
disguise their human form.  A crane pup-
pet is worn on one hand and human 
voices are never heard by the cranes. The 

young cranes accept this form as another 
crane and become imprinted upon it.  

After its founding, the WCEP 
turned to Operation Migration to help 
spearhead the effort to establish a second 
wild migratory flock of Whooping 
Cranes in eastern North America. The 
first milestone was reached on October 
17, 2001 when, at Necedah National 
Wildlife Refuge in central Wisconsin, a 
group of eight Whooping Cranes left the 
ground following two ultralight aircraft 
on the first leg of a migration that would 
teach them a route to wintering grounds 
in Florida. Every year since 2001,  
ultralights have led young flocks south 
from Wisconsin the 1,200 miles to Flor-
ida. This second migratory flock now 
numbers nearly 100 birds.  

The first step in conditioning the 
chicks to follow the ultralights occurs 
while the chicks are still in the egg. Dur-
ing incubation at Patuxent the chicks are 
played the sound of ultralight aircraft to 
acclimate them to the engine sounds. 
While still at Patuxent, the young chicks 
are then exposed to both ultralights and 
costumed biologists within a few days 
after they hatch. The cranes are raised by 
the costumed biologists and never see an 
un-costumed person or hear a human 
voice. The chicks imprint on the crane 
puppet worn on the biologist’s arm and 
soon follow the costumed biologist as 
they would their own parents. Both the 
costume and the ultralight play recorded 
Whooping Crane calls in order to estab-
lish verbal communication with the 
chicks. The chicks are moved to Nece-
dah NWR in late June or early July 
where they continue their training. They 
grow quickly and are soon able to fly 
short distances behind the ultralights. 
The flights become progressively longer, 
until the chicks are fully prepared for 
their autumn migration. The journey 
south to Florida can take two to three 
months to complete. The ultralight pilots 
wear the crane costumes and fly only on 
days when the weather, especially wind, 
is favorable. This year’s migration was 
scheduled to depart Wisconsin on Octo-
ber 6th with 12 chicks trained and ready 
to go. To follow progress of their trip 
south, visit Operation Migration’s  
excellent web site at - 

www.operationmigration.org  

 

In August of this year the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service and Louisiana wild-
life officials announced a plan to develop 
a non-migratory flock at the state owned 
White Lake Wetland Conservation Area 
in Vermilion Parish, Louisiana. This 
latest effort is scheduled to begin in 
2011.  

 So, where do things stand today? 
How successful have all the efforts at 
conservation and reintroduction of this 
wonderful species been over the last 70 
years? At Necedah, this past summer 
was a season of accomplishment. Seven 
chicks initially hatched in the wild, the 
largest number to hatch in project his-
tory. Wild-hatched chicks face a precari-
ous existence in the first weeks of their 
lives, and natural loss of chicks due to 
predation is common. Two of these wild-
hatched Whooping Crane chicks sur-
vived to fledge, or become capable of 
flight. This is only the second time in 
over a century that naturally produced 
Whooping Cranes have fledged in the 
wild in the Midwest. As of January, the 
Aransas/Wood Buffalo flock had 264 
birds, the Florida non-migratory flock 
was down to 29, and the Nece-
dah/Florida flock stood at 105 birds. 153 
birds are held in captivity. That’s a total 
of 551 birds, a startling increase of over 
2500% from the 22 that remained in 
1941.  

However, Whooping Cranes are 
still far from safe from the threat of  
extinction. You can help by visiting  
Operation Migration on the web and 
considering a contribution. They rely 
upon donations from individuals and 
organizations to continue their work. 
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Bi rd  o f  t he  Mon th–  Whoop ing  Crane  

by Al Crist 

Global warming, air pollution, loss 
of habitat, water pollution, urban sprawl, 
deforestation, etc., etc., etc.: sometimes 
it’s just plain depressing being a “tree 
hugger”. For those of us who love na-
ture, too much of what we hear and read 
often concerns the myriad problems con-
fronting the natural world. Well, here’s 
something to perk you up, a great suc-
cess story you’re sure to enjoy. Sit back, 
relax and read the amazing tale of the 
Whooping Crane’s (Grus americana) 
recovery from near extinction.  

Adult Whoopers are truly magnifi-
cent birds, standing five feet tall (North 
America’s tallest bird) with wingspans of 
7 or 8 ft. They are entirely white except 
for their black wingtips, black facial 
markings and a bare patch of red skin on 
top of their heads. Legs and feet are also 
black. By 1941, the population of this 
majestic bird had reached its lowest 
point: only 22 birds remained. Six birds 
were the bare remnants of a non-
migratory flock in Louisiana and 16 

comprised what was left of a migratory 
flock that bred in a then unknown loca-
tion in Canada  and returned each year to 
overwinter along the Gulf coast of 
Texas. Whoopers had once ranged 
widely in North America. Their historic 
breeding range stretched from Alberta 
across the northern prairie regions to 
near the southern end of Lake Michigan. 
Within those areas they bred primarily in 
the wetlands of northern prairies and in 
Aspen parklands. Their historic winter-
ing areas included northern Mexico, the 
Texas Gulf coast and portions of the  
Atlantic coast. However, they were never 
a very common species, with their mid-
1800’s numbers estimated at only 1500 
birds.  

Primarily due to loss of habitat and 
unregulated hunting, the species’ range 
shrank dramatically throughout the 
1800’s and by the 1890’s it had been 
eliminated from the U.S. areas of its  
former breeding range. Nesting in the 
Aspen parklands of Canada was last  
observed in 1929. By the late 1930’s 
only the two flocks remained. Wildlife 
officials in both the U.S. and Canada had 
become alarmed and the species was 
given strict legal protection. In 1937, the 
Aransas National Wildlife Refuge was 
established near Corpus Christi, Texas to 
protect the wintering ground of the  
migratory flock.  

Recovery from the population low 
of 22 birds was agonizingly slow. By 
1950 the Louisiana flock had disap-
peared but the migratory flock’s numbers 
were up to 34, but by 1954 its numbers 
had once again fallen, to a frighteningly 
low 21. Whooping Crane reproduction 
rates are quite low compared to most 
other birds and this has contributed to 

continued on Page 4 
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TIPPE-TOPICS  

Tippecanoe Audubon is a chapter of the National Audubon Society 

Regular Tippecanoe 
Audubon Society 

Events: 

BI-MONTHLY PROGRAM -  

Held on the 4th Tuesday of 
February, April, June,  
August, and October and at 
the annual dinner in early 
December. Begins at 7:30 
p.m., usually at the Student 
Union on the Manchester 
C o l l e g e  C a m p u s ,  
North Manchester, IN. ALL 
ARE WELCOME. 

MONTHLY FIELD TRIPS - 

Time and place announced 
i n  t h e  b i -mo n t h l y  
newsletter. ALL ARE 
WELCOME. 

TAS BOARD MEETINGS -  

Monthly on the 2nd  
Tuesday of the month at 
7:00 p.m., except in  
December .  He ld  a t  
North Manchester Public 
Library Conference Room, 
405 N. Market St., North 
Manchester,  IN. All TAS 
members are welcome. 

Contact Info. 
Beth Deimling, President 

beth@lakelandnursery.com 

260-839-4315 

Tippecanoe Audubon  

Website: 
www.tippeaudubon.org 

Christmas Bird Count_____  

Dawn to Dusk in NE Kosciusko County 

This is our 35th year participating in the National 
Audubon Society’s Christmas Bird Count. Teams of 2 
or 3 people will be assigned to designated areas in our 
count circle (a 15 mile diameter circle centered on 
Oswego, IN). Birders of all skill levels participate and 
are welcome. Bring binoculars and dress warmly. 

To join the count, contact Dave Hicks at  
260-982-2471 or -5309 or by e-mail to djhicks@manchester.edu.  

We will meet at 7:00 am at the Bob Evans Restaurant at the NW corner of US 30 and 
Center St. in Warsaw on the morning of the count where participants will receive in-
formation packages with maps and data forms. Count teams will then head to their 
areas and counting may continue until sunset (5:30 pm). However, counting until dusk 
is not required. If your team stayed out late the night before celebrating the new year, 
you may choose to start the count later in the morning. If you live in the count circle 
you may choose to count birds at your home feeder. Participants are required to pay a 
$5 fee to help publish the results.  

The count will conclude with a compiling party and dinner, starting at 6 pm, at the 
home of Dave Hicks and Deb Hustin, 721 Wayne St., North Manchester, IN. Bring a 
dish to share if you’d like.  

When: Saturday, January 1, 
2011. Pre-count breakfast at 
7:00 am. 

Where: Meet at Bob Evans, 
NW corner of US 30 and 
Center St., Warsaw, IN 

TAS Annual Dinner & Special Program _    

Ted Rose’s Adventures in Wildlife Photography 

Join us December 14th at 6:00 p.m. in the Manchester 
College Student Union for the Tippecanoe Audubon 
Society’s Annual Dinner and Special Program. This 
year’s program will feature Ted Rose, a nationally  
known wildlife photographer and writer from North 
Manchester. Ted has had over 10,000 photos pub-
lished in books, calendars, and magazines. Over 200 
of his short stories have been published in outdoor magazines.  

The menu includes Rosemary Roasted Pork, Caesar Salad, Roasted Sweet Potatoes, 
Green Beans with Tomatoes and Onion, and Pecan Pie. Cost is $16 per person. To 
make a reservation, contact Dave Hicks at djhicks@manchester.edu or 260-982-
2471 before December 9th..   

 

When: Tuesday,  
December 14, 6:00 pm. 

Where: Manchester College 
Student Union, Hoff Room, 
North Manchester, IN 
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From www.audubon.org 

New York, NY - Nov. 11, 2010 

The longest running Citizen Sci-
ence survey in the world, Audubon’s 
annual Christmas Bird Count (CBC) 
will take place from December 14, 2010 
to January 5, 2011. Tens of thousands 
of volunteers throughout North America 
will brave winter weather to add a new 
layer to over a century of data. This 
year many eyes will be on the Gulf 
Coast. Residual oil and chemicals from 
BP’s Deepwater Horizon disaster pose 
ongoing risks to birds that breed or nest 
along hard-hit areas of the Louisiana 
coast, and the Christmas Bird Count 
will help to reveal their impacts. In 
California, participants will be looking 
out for the California Condor; the num-
ber of wild, free-flying condors in Cali-
fornia recently reached 100, the most in 
half a century. 

Scientists rely on the remarkable 
trend data of Audubon’s CBC to better 
understand how birds and the environ-
ment are faring throughout North 
America – and what needs to be done to 
protect them. Data from Audubon’s 
signature Citizen Science program are 
at the heart of numerous peer-reviewed 
scientific studies. CBC data informs 
the U. S. State of the Birds Report,  
issued by the Department of the Interior 
each spring. CBC analyses also  
revealed the dramatic impact Climate 
Change is having on birds across the 
continent. 

The Audubon Christmas Bird 
Count began in 1900 when Frank Chap-
man, founder of Bird-Lore (which 

evolved into Audubon  magazine) sug-
gested an alternative to the “side hunt,” 
in which teams competed to see who 
could shoot the most game, including 
birds. Chapman proposed that people 
“hunt” birds only to count them. Now 
Binocular Brigades often brave winter’s 
chill, ice and snow to record changes in 
resident populations before spring  
migrants return. 

"The Christmas Bird Count be-
comes more important every year," said 
Audubon President David Yarnold. 
“The information gathered by its army 
of dedicated volunteers leads directly to 
solutions. At a time when people won-
der if individual actions can make a 
difference, we know that our volunteers 
enable scientists to learn about the im-
pacts of environmental threats like  
climate change and habitat loss. That’s 
good news not just for birds but for all 
of us. 

Audubon CBC data not only helps 
identify birds in most urgent need of 
conservation action; it reveals success 
stories. The Christmas Bird Count 
helped document the comeback of the 
previously endangered Bald Eagle, and 
significant increases in waterfowl popu-
lations, both the result of conservation 
efforts. 

“Everyone who takes part in the 
Christmas Bird Count plays a critical 
role in helping us focus attention and 
conservation where it is most needed,” 
said Audubon Chief Scientist, Dr. Tom 
Bancroft. “In addition to Audubon’s 
reports on the impacts of climate 
change on birds and our analysis 

of Common Birds in Decline, it is the 
foundation for Audubon’s WatchList, 
which identifies species in dire need of 
conservation help. 

“The Christmas Bird Count is all 
about the power of Citizen Science,” 
says Geoff LeBaron, Audubon's Christ-
mas Bird Count Director. “Our theme is 
‘I Count’ because the work of tens of 
thousands of volunteers, extending over 
a century, really adds up.” 

Counts are often family or com-
munity traditions that make for fascinat-
ing stories. Accuracy is assured by hav-
ing new participants join an established 
group that includes at least one experi-
enced birdwatcher. Count volunteers 
follow specified routes through a desig-
nated 15-mile (24-km) diameter circle 
or can arrange in advance to count the 
birds at home feeders inside the circle 
and submit the results to a designated 
compiler. All individual Christmas Bird 
Counts are conducted between Decem-
ber 14 and January 5 (inclusive) each 
season, with each individual count  
occupying a single calendar day. 

T h e  p r e s t i g i o u s  j o u r -
nal Nature issued an editorial citing 
CBC as a "model" for Citizen Science. 

A New York Times opinion 
piece captured the pleasure and preci-
sion of counting:  “The personal joy 
they experience from patiently spotting 
and jotting down each flitting fellow 
creature, exotic or not, is balanced by a 
strong pragmatic factor in the manage-
ment of the census by the National 
Audubon Society.”  

111  Ye ar s  o f  Co u n t i n g :  Au d u b o n ' s  C h r i s tma s  B i r d  C o u n t  

Annual Count May Reveal Impact on Gulf Birds 

P r o j ec t  F ee d er Wa t c h  

Don’t forget Project FeederWatch! 
If you are unable to be a part of the 
Christmas Bird Count, or you just like 
to watch birds at your feeders, you can 
still play an important role in this bird 
census by becoming a part of Project 
FeederWatch. It is a winter-long survey 
of birds that visit feeders at backyards, 
nature centers, community areas, and 
other locales in North America. Feeder-
Watchers periodically count the birds 

they see at their feeders from November 
through early April and send their 
counts to Project FeederWatch. This 
data helps scientists track broadscale 
movements of winter bird populations 
and long-term trends in bird distribution 
and abundance.  

These citizen science projects pro-
vide information critical to understand-
ing the status of birds throughout the 

Americas. They also help define conser-
vation goals, and provide the scientific 
basis for conservation action. This 
year’s Project FeederWatch began on 
November 13, but it runs through April 
11, and there’ still time to join in the 
action. Learn more and sign up at: 
www.birds.cornell.edu/pfw/ 



 

The Arctic National Wildlife Ref-
uge “is a landscape where Snow Geese 
create blizzards with feathers, where 
herds of caribou appear on the horizon 
as heat waves, and where polar bears 
walk on water.” – Terry Tempest  
Williams 

December 6 of this year marks the 
50th anniversary of the Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge (ANWR). The refuge 
was established for the purpose of 
“preserving unique wildlife, wilderness, 
and recreational values.” ANWR is 
located in an area known as the ‘North 
Slope’ of Alaska. It is remote, and its 
undisturbed habitat causes it to be rec-
ognized as one of the finest examples of 
wilderness left on the entire planet, “a 
place where the American frontier can 
be experienced on an epic scale.”(1). 
The biological heart of the refuge - that 
is, the area frequented by the greatest 
numbers of all wildlife species - is the 
1.5-million-acre Coastal Plain, bordered 
on the north by the Beaufort Sea. Mil-
lions of birds, more than 180 species, 
use the Arctic Refuge, including the 
bird mentioned in this month’s Bird of 
the Month, the Lapland Longspur. In 
just the Coastal Plain, a small portion of 
the Refuge, over 70 species of birds 
return to nest. The relatively lush 
coastal vegetation provides fodder for 
great herds of caribou, and muskoxen,  
and polar bears use this Coastal Plain 
for winter denning. The Gwich’in 
American Indian nation also subsists on 
the resources of this Coastal Plain. Like 
other native American cultures, many of 
which have long since been annihilated, 
the culture of the Gwich’in people  
depends on their ability to live in har-
mony with their wild environment. The 
thousands of free-ranging Caribou of 
the Porcupine herd are at the heart of 
this people’s culture. The “1002 Area” 
– a northern chunk of the Refuge en-
compassing the Coastal Plain – “is criti-
cally important to the ecological integ-
rity of the whole Arctic Refuge, provid-
ing essential habitats for numerous  
internationally important species. The 
compactness and proximity of a number 
of arctic and subarctic ecological zones 

in the Arctic Refuge provides for 
greater plant and animal diversity than 
in any other similar-sized land area on 
Alaska's North Slope.” (1)  

ANWR’s coastal plain has never 
received permanent protection through 
wilderness designation, and 2011 will 
bring new action by major oil compa-
nies, pushing to develop this land for oil 
and gas development. ANWR is bor-
dered on the west by Prudhoe Bay, 
which also sits on the Coastal Plain of 
Alaska’s North Slope. The 1,000-
square-mile complex of wells and roads 
and pipelines of Prudhoe Bay and its 
surrounding oil fields make a stark con-
trast to ANWR. Oil is transported from 
the North Slope through the 800-mile 
Trans-Alaska Pipeline System, from 
Prudhoe Bay to Valdez in south-central 
Alaska, where it is then transferred to 
oil tankers. The environmental impacts 
of operations at Prudhoe Bay have been 
correspondingly large: along with the 
impacts of roads and pipelines on resi-
dent animals, waste pits seep toxic 
waste into the environment; oil spills 
have occurred on the north slope over 
the past decade; vegetation at such high 
latitudes grows slowly, and therefore 
recovers slowly from disturbance. 

Most of Alaska’s North Slope is 
available for oil and gas development. 
In addition to Prudhoe Bay and its asso-
ciated infrastructure, The National  
Petroleum Reserve, Alaska, comprises 
23 million acres on the North Slope. 
The biologically rich Coastal Plain, this 
heart of the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge, represents only 5 percent of 
Alaska’s North Slope. Oil reserves in 
the 1002 Area are likely to be located in 
many small pockets, rather than few 
large pockets, requiring a large number 
of small production sites connected by 
infrastructure developments across the 
Refuge landscape (1). Furthermore, 
scientific estimates of peak oil and gas 
production from ANWR’s Coastal Plain 
conclude that only 4% of our annual 
energy needs could be met by sacrific-
ing this area to development (1,2). A 
Gwich’in Steering Committee report 
concludes that drilling in the Arctic 

Refuge would violate the human rights 
of the Gwich’in people because of the 
impacts drilling would have on 
Gwich’in subsistence, culture, and way 
of life (3). 

For much more than 50 years, 
millions of  Americans have fought to 
bring ANWR the greatest protection 
possible. Providing permanent protec-
tion to the Coastal Plain demonstrates a 
balanced approach for managing our 
nation’s Arctic resources, and supports 
the founding purpose of the refuge: 
preserving this unique ecosystem for 
future generations. As the writer Terry 
Tempest Williams states, “Raw Wild 
Beauty is a deeply held American 
value.” 

If you wish to make a difference 
on this issue, an easy way to do so is to 
call your members of Congress and 
encourage them to show their support 
for the Arctic Refuge by co-sponsoring 
the Udall-Eisenhower Arctic Wilder-
ness Act (H.R. 39 in the House and S. 
231 in the Senate). You can also write 
President Obama, asking him to perma-
nently protect the biological diversity 
and wilderness character of the Arctic 
Refuge by granting it the strongest  
administrative protection possible. 

 
1) U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2001. 
Potential impacts of proposed oil and 
gas development on the Arctic Refuge’s 
coastal plain: Historical overview and 
issues of concern. Web page of the Arc-
tic National Wildlife Refuge,Fairbanks, 
Alaska. 17 January 2001.  
http://arctic.fws.gov/issues1.htm 

2) The Refuge: American Wilder-
ness Icon. Alaska Wilderness League, 
2009. 

3) Gwich’in Steering Committee 
web page.   
www.gwichinsteeringcommittee. 
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F l or y- G e m me r  M ar s h  U pda te  

E r u pt i o ns ?  I r r u p t i o ns ?  

Eruption? Nope, that’s not what 
we’re looking for. Eruptions are hardly 
ever good: The volcano erupted; so and 
so erupted in anger; his rash erupted; 
etc., etc. Bad things all. It’s an 
“irruption” we’re looking for, specifi-
cally a “winter irruption”. Webster  
defines irruption as “a bursting or 
breaking in”. Still doesn’t sound too 
good, does it? Well, here’s a second 
definition:  a sudden upsurge in num-
bers especially when natural ecological 
balances and checks are disturbed. Now 
we’re getting somewhere. 

Every fall, bird watchers across 
the U.S., especially in northern states, 
anxiously await the possibility that bird 
species that do not normally over-
winter in their areas might show up. 
Termed “irruptions” or more specifi-
cally “winter irruptions”, these events 
add dramatically to the excitement of 
winter bird watching. The birds most 
commonly associated with these winter 
irruptions are the winter finches (Pine 
Grosbeak, Red Crossbill, White-winged 
Crossbill, Purple Finch, Pine Siskin, 

Common Redpoll, and Evening Gros-
beak), and in our area, one non-finch 
species, the Red-breasted Nuthatch. 

The arrival of one or more of these 
irruptive species is not a signal for a 
harsh winter to come. Rather, it is  
related to a lack of food on their normal 
wintering grounds to the north. Based 
on surveys of key tree crops in the 
mixed coniferous/deciduous region to 
the north and the boreal forests of the 
far north, fairly accurate predictions of 
possible irruptions can be made. Key 
trees affecting irruptive species abun-
dance and movements are spruces, 
pines, hemlock, larch, fir, cedar, 
birches, alders and mountain ash. The 
failure of one or more cone or seed crop 
in any particular area can produce dra-
matic effects. 

Each year Canadian ornithologist 
Ron Pittaway surveys forest conditions 
across Canada to predict movements of 
winter bird species. The 2010-2011 
edition of his famous Winter Finch 
Forecast is out (www.nemesisbird.com/ 
2010/09/winter-finch-forecast-2/). Ron 
reports: “This winter’s theme is that 

some finch species will irrupt into 

southern Canada and the northern 

United States, while other species will 

remain in the north.” The forecast this 
winter calls for Redpolls and Red-
breasted Nuthatches, with a moderate 
chance for White-winged Crossbills. 
Ron also reports that Purple 
Finches will migrate south of Ontario 
this fall, but that numbers have declined 
significantly in recent decades. For Pine 
Siskins, Ron predicts, “potentially only 
very small numbers could irrupt south 
in eastern North America”. 

It seems like Ron’s prediction for 
Pine Siskins is turning out to be a bit 
off. Northern Indiana has already seen 
one of the heaviest Pine Siskin irrup-
tions in recent years. Pine Siskins are 
closely related to our common Ameri-
can Goldfinch. They are a dark, 
streaked finch with notched tail and 
small patches of yellow in wings and 
tail. Usually seen in flocks, look for 
them going for thistle seed at your finch 
feeders. Redpolls and crossbills might 
not be far behind. 

Ti p p e  Au d u b o n  i s  n ow  o n  Fa c e b o o k  

Search and add 'Tippe Audubon' 
as a friend on Facebook (or 
visit www.facebook.com/tippeaudubon)
to stay current on the most recent  
goings on of the Tippecanoe Audubon 
Society (TAS). As a friend of Tippe 
Audubon you will be notified of  
upcoming events and programs. Photos, 
in which Tippe Audubon is 'tagged', 

will be shared with friends of Tippe 
Audubon. Friends of Tippe Audubon 
will be able to communicate with each 
other about topics relevant to the Audu-
bon Society.  Friends may even dis-
cover new and old friends via their  
mutual friendship with Tippe Audubon.  

Spread the word of avian conser-

vation and suggest Tippe Audubon to 
your friends and family members who 
may not be familiar with TAS. Most 
TAS events and programs are open to 
the public, and the friends of Tippe 
Audubon who do not receive Tippe-
Topics by mail will receive notification 
of any upcoming activities via Face-
book. 

Two steps forward, one step back; 
one step forward, two steps back.  
Attempting to get this stubborn marsh 
to actually hold water has become an 
exercise in patience.  

You may remember the last  
update, published in the August/Sept. 
issue of Tippe Topics. We reported that 
the water level in the marsh had risen, 
but still remained stubbornly 8 to 10” 
below full pool level. We had found  
two previously unknown drainage tiles 
that were still draining water from the 

marsh and the contractor had already 
removed one of the two. 

Well, that’s about the time things 
went back two steps. At the TAS board 
meeting in early August, our preserves 
chair, Stan Moore, reported that he had 
checked the water control structure and 
had found it full of sand and inoperable. 
Water had then apparently bypassed the 
structure and the marsh was completely 
dry.  

We arranged a meeting with Rick 

Ward of the Fish & Wildlife Service 
and with our excavating contractor. It 
was decided to tear out and then move 
the water control structure to a better 
location that would hopefully bypass 
any remaining unknown drainage tiles.  

That work was finished in Octo-
ber. Anti-seep collars were installed on 
the control structure at its new location 
and the one remaining drainage tile 
(that we know of) still draining water 
was torn out as well. Our fingers are all 
crossed once again. 

www.tippeaudubon.org - 4 - 



heading back north in spring.  

These species are birds of open, 
somewhat barren areas: tundra, short-
grasslands, pastures, beaches, etc. Our 
friend, the Longspur, breeds in Arctic 
tundra in wet meadows, areas of grassy 
tussocks, and scrub. In North America 
this breeding range stretches from the 
Aleutian Islands in the west across the 
continent to northern Labrador in the 

east.  It is the most common small bird 
in this vast expanse of sedgy, moist 
tundra. It is a sparrow-sized bird, aver-
aging a little over 6” long and with a 
wingspan of 11½”. Breeding males 
have a black face, crown, and upper 
breast; chestnut nape; streaked back and 
flanks; and a white belly. Females and 
winter males are somewhat dull and 
without bold pattern and are best identi-
fied by the largely black tail with white 
outermost feathers. Although not par-
ticularly prominent, “Longspur” refers  
to the elongated claw of their hind toe.  

It is both a ground feeding and a 
ground nesting bird. From late fall 
through spring the diet is almost exclu-
sively seeds of grasses and other plants. 
During summer and early fall they have 
a mixed diet of seeds and invertebrates. 
The diet of nestlings is mostly inverte-
brates. Adults feed by walking quietly 
along the ground and picking food off 
the ground or by snapping at insects in 
the air.  

After the return to their breeding 
grounds in late spring, males establish 
territories and begin to perform “flight-
song displays” and the formation of 

breeding pairs soon follows. During 
these displays, the male flies up from 
the ground silently, steeply, on rapidly 
beating wings to a height of 15 to 60 ft., 
and then begins singing without pause 
between songs as he descends. The dis-
play is given from 5 to 100 times an 
hour and is apparently used by males to 
define territory and as a threat to other 
males. Breeding occurs during periods 
of continual daylight in the high Arctic 
and males may sing at any hour of the 
day. Nests of tightly woven grass, lined 
with feathers or fur, are built on the 
ground and hidden in shallow depres-
sions under a tuft of grass or a shrub. 
Three to seven eggs are laid and then 
incubated solely by the female. The 
male is often nearby to guard the nest 
and utter alarm calls if danger ap-
proaches. Hatching begins 11 to 14 
days after the first egg is laid. Both 
sexes feed the young birds and the 
hatchlings leave the nest after 6 to 10 
days although they will still be unable 
to fly for another 3 to 6 days. They con-
tinue to be fed by their parents as they 
gradually learn to feed themselves, and 
become completely independent over 
the next 3 to 4 weeks.  

Fall migration to the south begins 
as early as mid-August with the last 
birds usually gone from breeding areas 
by late September. Medium (30-100) to 
large sized (100- >5,000) flocks form 
during migration and on their wintering 
grounds. The mixed-species flocks you 
saw on your way home to that hot meal 
are often formed, but flocks may be 
comprised of just one species. Flocks 
estimated to be as large as four million 
birds have been reported in the states of 
the Great Plains where Longspur win-
tering numbers are at their highest.  

Three questions come to mind 
concerning the behavior of Lapland 
Longspurs (as well as Horned Larks and 
Snow Buntings) on their wintering 
grounds:  Why are large flocks formed 
in fall and winter? Why are these flocks 
often of mixed species? Why are flocks 
often seen congregated along the edges 
of roads, especially when there is sig-
nificant snow cover?  

These three species overwinter in 
the sparsest grassland habitats with 
practically no cover. Their primary 
predators in winter are falcons and Ac-
cipiter hawks. Forming large flocks in 

open terrain is useful for several rea-
sons. Large flocks reduce the amount of 
time each bird must spend watching for 
predators and thus increases the amount 
of time it has for feeding. As far as 
spotting predators as they approach, 
more eyes are certainly better than 
fewer. Flocking maneuvers may also 
help to evade avian predators. The sud-
den flight of large numbers of birds 
may confuse or frighten a predator and 
might increase the chances of a colli-
sion with a non-target bird. It may also 
be difficult for a predator to pick a par-
ticular victim from a wheeling flock.  

The question of mixed-species 
flocks is a bit more difficult to answer. 
By adding more species to a flock, the 
total flock population is increased. As 
flock population increases, the benefits 
of flocking become more pronounced. 
By flocking with birds of different spe-
cies that have somewhat different food 
preferences and/or methods of foraging, 
individuals face less competition than 
they would in a similarly sized flock of 
the same species.  

And why do we see flocks of these 
species along the edges of roads? It’s 
simply a matter of short, sparse vegeta-
tion and lots of weed seeds. Research 
has shown that these species prefer sites 
with vegetation less than 6 in. tall and 
with little or no ground litter. Plowed 
agricultural fields, grazed pastures and 
roadside verges fit this bill just fine in 
winter.  When snow covers fields and 
pastures, after the snow plow has 
passed, roadside verges are really the 
best remaining grazing areas for these 
species.   

Bird of the Month • • (from page 6)  
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Lapland Longspur male  
in breeding plumage 

Lapland Longspur in  
winter plumage 
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Imagine yourself driving down a 
lonely country road with snow-covered, 
open fields to both sides of the road. It’s 
a raw and cold late afternoon in the 
middle of January and you just want to 
get home to your family and a nice hot 
meal.  Snow is slowly falling and other 
than the white of the snow, the leaden 
gray of the road and the skies, and the 
dull tan of last year’s roadside weeds 
and grasses, color seems to be largely 
absent from the landscape. Other than 
the driver of the occasional car that 
passes, animal life seems to have van-
ished as well. You think, “How could 
anything exist out here in this weather, 
and what would want to?” This is the 
kind of day when you certainly do not 
expect to do any impromptu bird watch-
ing, but that is exactly what happens. 
Suddenly, a flock of small birds ex-
plodes from the roadside, maybe 100 ft. 
in front of the car. They wheel out into 

the field and then quickly return to the 
same spot on the roadside once your car 
passes. Before you get home, this hap-
pens several more times with flocks of 
varying sizes. Who are these birds and 
what the heck are they doing hanging 
out in what looks to you to be some of 
the most inhospitable habitat this side of 
the Arctic tundra? 

If you had decided to forego that 
hot meal, at least for a little while, you 
might have slowed down and tried to 
spot the next flock of these crazy birds 
before your car had flushed them. You 
could have then crept up to them at a 
slow speed and gotten close enough to 
get a good look at them with the bin-
oculars you always carry in the car, or 
better yet, with that new spotting scope 
you got for Christmas. A careful ob-
server would note that these roadside 
flocks are often “mixed-species flocks” 
composed of up to three species: 
Horned Larks, Snow Buntings, and this 

month’s Bird of the Month, the Lapland 
Longspur (Calcarius lapponicus). 

These three species are among the 
world’s most widely distributed birds. 
The Horned Lark breeds across North 
America from the tundra of the high 
Arctic south into southern Mexico. It is 
also common in northern Europe and 
Asia and in the mountains of southeast-
ern Europe. The Snow Bunting breeds 
in Arctic areas of Europe, Asia, and 
North America. As you might have 
guessed by the name, the Lapland 
Longspur breeds not only in the tundra 
of the high Arctic of North America, 
but in Arctic regions of Europe 
(Lapland) and Asia as well. Snow Bun-
tings, Lapland Longspurs and the north-
ern populations of Horned Larks are 
strongly migratory, heading south to 
southern Canada and the northern 
United States for winter, where they 
often form mixed-species flocks until 

continued on Page 5    
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