
 

TIPPE-TOPICS 
NEWSLETTER OF  THE Tippecanoe AUDUBON SOCIETY 

Cass, Fulton, Kosciusko, Marshall, Miami, Noble, Wabash, Whitley Counties, Indiana 

Volume XXVI, Number 1 &2, February, 2005 

Coming events 
February 2005 

Regular Tippecanoe Audubon Society (TAS) Events: 
   MONTHLY PROGRAM MEETING on 4th Tuesday at 7:30PM except in December (Christmas Dinner).  
          Program meetings are held at the Blue Lion Coffee House in Pierceton, Indiana. 
   MONTHLY BOARD MEETING on 2sd Tuesday at 7:15PM except December. TAS members are welcome. 
          Board meetings are at Timbercrest Senior Living Community in North Manchester, Indiana. 
   MONTHLY FIELD TRIPS, the time and place to be announced. Everyone is welcome. 

FIELD TRIP: SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13, AT 1:30 PM AT TRI COUNTY STATE FISH & GAME AREA. 
 A Field Trip For All !!!  Our February 13th  field trip is going to a 3,000+ acre preserve, Tri County 
State Fish & Game Area! Lots of nature, lots of space, lots of trees, lakes, drives and trails.  Always some-
thing interesting! 
  Directions: On SR 13, go 2 mi. north of N. Webster, turn east on 850 N. and go to the “T”. Turn right 
and go to Tri County Headquarters (about 1/2 mi.) on left. We will meet in parking lot at 1:30PM. 
 Info? Call Paul Steffen (574-658-4504) before 12:30 pm on the 13th or e-mail ecoexpo@mchsi.com. 

Program: Tuesday Evening February 22, at the Blue Lion Coffee House in Pierceton. 
 The topic will be Warblers.  Michael Male and Judy Fieth have devoted several years to producing a 
video guide called WATCHING WARBLERS.  This film explores the lives of the 39 warbler species that nest 
in Eastern North America.  Close-up motion pictures and state-of-the-art synchronized sound give you a new 
way to enjoy birds and to polish your identification skills.  Male and Fieth have many films that have been tele-
vised by the National Geographic Society, HBO and PBS's "Nova" and "Nature".  Join us for a refresher 
course on Warblers as we prepare for the annual May Count.   

John James Audubon by Wilson Lutz 

       With all of the Audubon chapters across the coun-
try and the National Audubon Society serving as a 
blanketing institution, it is fair to ask: How much do 
most of us know about John James Audubon him-
self?  A new biography, John James Audubon: The 
Making of an American, by Richard Rhodes recently 
published (Alfred Knopf, 511 pages, $30.00) helps fill 
in the gaps.  This book was extensively reviewed by 
Jonathan Rosen  in a New York Times Book Review 
on October 31, 2004.  Here are some of the fascinat-
ing details of Audubon's life:   
       He was born on the  Caribbean island that would 
eventually become Haiti in 1785, from  the union  of a 
French sea captain and a chambermaid.   His mother 
died shortly after he was born.  At about the age of 
eighteen, his father took him to France, but the stay 
there was brief. The turmoil of the French Revolution 
proved to make for such an unfriendly atmosphere 

that his father sent him to the United States where he 
(the father) had purchased a Pennsylvania farm 
named Mill Grove as an investment.  During these 
early Pennsylvania years,  the young Audubon man-
aged to improve his English, learned to play several 
musical instruments and became a skilled  hunter and 
dancer. For a time he even gave music and dancing 
lessons.  All this time he maintained a strong interest 
in birds – evidently a reflection of the abundant bird 
life that existed on the island where he lived during his 
earliest years.   
       The America of the early 1800s was ideally suited 
to his study of birds.  Patches of wilderness were 
abundant and so was  the bird life.  So abundant were 
the birds that Audubon evidently had no second 
thoughts about shooting them in order to view them 
more closely.   This also made it easy for him to place 
them in life-like poses to make them  easier to sketch 
and paint.  It was during this period that the Ivory-
billed woodpecker was still    (continued on page 3 ) 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
David Hicks, President 
Phone: 260-982-2471 

E-mail: djhicks@manchester.edu 
Tippecanoe Audubon Web Site 

www.tippeaudubon.org 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 The Tippecanoe Audubon Society supports conservation and 
environmental education to promote appreciation, understanding, 
and preservation of birds, other wildlife, and diverse ecosystems for 
present and future generations. 

TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY 
2004 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT SUMMARY 

KOSCIUSKO COUNTY, INDIANA, JANUARY 1, 2005 
The weather on the count day was fairly pleasant in spite of the fact that the count took place in 

midwinter.  There was no wind, and the temperature was slightly above freezing.  Those who made 
it into the field early enough got a glimpse of the rising sun which was soon obscured by clouds that 
became heavier as the day progressed, and produced light rain in the afternoon.   

The count lasted nine-and-a-half hours with the first field party entering its territory at about 
7:30am, and the last field party leaving its territory at about 5:00pm.   

Twenty-four people took part in the count: Alice Brown, Andy Brown, Ken Burgener, Glen Campbell, 
Vernon Campbell, Al Crist, Beth Deimling, Connie Doud, Steve Doud, Dave Eiler, Lila Hammer, Steve Ham-
mer, Emma Lou Henning, Dave Hicks, Mike Houze, Deb Hustin, Lana Jarrett, Wayne Lawson, Mary Lutz, 
Wilson Lutz, Conrad Snavely, Cydney Townsend, Jim Townsend, Lauren Townsend.  Thanks to all! 

 

 

MUTE SWAN 93  AMERICAN CROW 276 
TUNDRA SWAN 2  CEDAR WAXWING 57 
SNOW GOOSE, white form 1  EASTERN BLUEBIRD 34 
CANADA GOOSE 2556  AMERICAN ROBIN 138 
MALLARD 416  EUROPEAN STARLING 1258 

MALLARD HYBRID 13  RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH 1 
AMERICAN BLACK DUCK 4  WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH 62 
HOODED MERGANSER 5  BROWN CREEPER 1 
GREAT BLUE HERON 6  CAROLINA WREN 3 
NORTHERN HARRIER 2  GOLDEN-CROWNED KINGLET 2 
SHARP-SHINNED HAWK 4  BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEE 49 
COOPER'S HAWK 3  TUFTED TITMOUSE 23 
RED-TAILED HAWK 25  HORNED LARK 181 
AMERICAN KESTREL 16  HOUSE  SPARROW 531 
AMERICAN COOT 360  PINE SISKIN 14 
RING-BILLED GULL  17  AMERICAN GOLDFINCH 134 
HERRING GULL 3  PURPLE FINCH 6 

GULL, species unknown 12  HOUSE FINCH 141 
ROCK PIGEON 74  SONG SPARROW 8 
MOURNING DOVE 213  WHITE-THROATED SPARROW 1 
BARRED OWL 2  DARK-EYED JUNCO 204 
BELTED KINGFISHER 4  AMERICAN TREE SPARROW 289 
RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER 54  NORTHERN CARDINAL 167 
DOWNY WOODPECKER 72  COMMON GRACKLE 1 
HAIRY WOODPECKER 5  BROWN-HEADED COWBIRD 1 
NORTHERN FLICKER 20    
PILEATED WOODPECKER 3  TOTAL INDIVIDUALS 7638 
BLUE JAY 71  TOTAL SPECIES 50 
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JOIN TIPPECANOE AUDUBON NOW!  — 3 OPTIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 
1) Join Tippecanoe Audubon Society as “Friends of Tippecanoe” and have all your dues stay  here in our 

local area. Dues are  $30/yr. and 100% is tax-deductible, since TAS is a  501(c)3 educational organi-
zation. 

2) Join National Audubon Society with automatic membership in the local chapter plus the beautiful Audu-
bon quarterly magazine. Dues are $35/yr. with ZERO returning to the local chapter, and because of 
the magazine, only $31 of the $35 is tax-deductible. 

3) Join “Friends of Tippecanoe” & National Audubon Society for $30 + $35 = $65/yr. Of that, $30 stays in 
our local area and $61 is tax-deductible.  

Please sign me up as an Audubon member according to the circled options above. 

(Audubon, continued from page 1) relatively easy to 
find.   It was during this period that enormous flocks of  
Passenger pigeons darkened the skies of the midwest 
for hours and even days. The Carolina parakeet still 
lived in the Carolinas, Georgia,  and Florida.   
      At Mill Grove, Audubon  became acquainted with 
a lady named Lucy Bakewell who lived on a neighbor-
ing estate.  They fell in love and were married.  The 
young couple then moved west – first to Louisville and 
then Henderson in Kentucky.  His attempted business 
ventures there did not prosper.  In fact, he even spent 
some time in jail for nonpayment of debts. Audubon 
then  turned all of his energies toward his vision of a 
vast undertaking – an artistic depiction of the birds of 
America. In 1819, the family moved to Louisiana 
where  Lucy supported the family by assuming the 
duties of a teacher and governess on various south-
ern plantations.  Audubon was not above some con-
tradictions in his personality.  For example, he 
claimed to have studied art with the great French 
painter Jacques-Louis David (there is no evidence to 
substantiate this) and that his mother was a member 
of the Louisiana aristocracy (not so).  In his early busi-
ness years, Audubon even maintained some slaves. 
      But for those of us who are interested in birds, 
John James Audubon was a person who lived in the 
right place at the right time.   John James Audubon 
died in 1851 at the age of sixty-six but in his relatively 
short life he managed to complete 435 life-size paint-

ings of  American birds.  To pursue his goal, Audubon 
sometimes disappeared into the wilderness  for long 
periods of time carrying only a gun, his painting kit, 
and sometimes his violin and flute.  
      Initially,  American publishers showed no inter-
ested in reproducing Audubon's paintings. He was 
therefore forced to go abroad to find a publisher and 
eventually found success in England.  American edi-
tions were eventually printed on this side of the Atlan-
tic. 
      It is largely due to Audubon's  artistic talent and 
his journal records that we  can marvel about those 
days when one could still see Passenger pigeons, 
Ivory-billed woodpeckers, and Carolina parakeets. 
The question is:  Will our grandchildren and great 
grandchildren, in their maturity, still be able to see all 
of  the birds that we are seeing in this year of 2005?    

New members to Tippecanoe Audubon                 
in the last 3 months, Welcome! 

Daniel Clifford of Larwill, IN 
Alexander Cole of N. Manchester, IN 

Kenneth Franks of Ligonier, IN 
Phyllis Fribley of Warsaw, IN 

Jeannine Hawkins of Bremen, IN 
Korian Holmes of Ligonier, IN 

Mary Jane Myers of Columbia City, IN 
Shirley Rogers of N. Manchester, IN 
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           Recently I have been reading Jared Diamond’s 
new book, Collapse.  Diamond has long been a mem-
ber of the biology department at UCLA.  He has an 
interesting background.  His scientific training was 
originally in cell biology, but he has done extensive 
research on bird ecology over a period of nearly 40 
years.  More recently, he has turned to the interaction 
between human society and the natural environ-
ment.  His previous books, Guns, Germs and Steel, 
was an analysis of the influence of the environment 
on the development of societies.  
           In Collapse, Diamond has turned his attention 
to the question of why well-established cultures often 
reach an abrupt end. His examples span a wide range 
of time and space, ranging from prehistoric Easter 
Island to the Maya of Central America and the Norse 
settlements of Iceland and Greenland.  All of these 
societies flourished for periods of several centuries, 
but suddenly and mysteriously collapsed, with loss of 

wealth and massive drops in population.  Diamond 
wisely avoids single-factor answers to why such var-
ied cultures met their end, but provides well-
documented evidence to implicate environmental 
damage such as destruction of forests and soil ero-
sion in each case. 
           Diamond then discusses several modern so-
cieties, including Rwanda, Haiti, China and Austra-
lia.  The first two of these have experienced major 
problems with poverty and violence, again associated 
with, and probably triggered by, overuse of the envi-
ronment.  The latter two countries are starting to show 
signs of large-scale problems. 
           The final section of the book considers whether 
collapse on a global level is a real possibility.  Dia-
mond concludes that increasing populations and in-
creasing per-capita resource use in this direction. 
However, the message is not unmitigated gloom and 
doom.  Diamond shows that there are steps that so-
cieties and individuals can take to help avert the pos-
sibility of disaster. 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER —  DAVID HICKS 

Note: The BIRD OF THE MONTH by David Eiler will return next month with the Snow Bunting. Ed. 

 RECENT BIRD SIGHTINGS ??? There must 
not be any interesting birds seem. Maybe every-
one is staying indoors. Be glad to print. Ed. 

 Until we extend the circle of our compassion to all             
living things, we will not ourselves find peace.  

 - Dr. Albert Schweitzer  
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Coming events 
March 2005 

Regular Tippecanoe Audubon Society (TAS) Events: 
   MONTHLY PROGRAM MEETING on 4th Tuesday at 7:30PM except in December (Christmas Dinner).  
          Program meetings are held at the Blue Lion Coffee House in Pierceton, Indiana. 
   MONTHLY BOARD MEETING on 2sd Tuesday at 7:15PM except December. TAS members are welcome. 
          Board meetings are at Timbercrest Senior Living Community in North Manchester, Indiana. 
   MONTHLY FIELD TRIPS, the time and place to be announced. Everyone is welcome. 

FIELD TRIP: SATURDAY, MARCH 19, AT 1:30PM AT KOKIWANEE NATURE PRESERVE. 
 The field trip to Kokiwanee Nature Preserve, formally the old Girl Scout Camp and recently acquired 
by  ACRES, is on the Wabash River.  This is a must visit area!!   We will be there at the beginning of spring 
migration.  Because this property is on the Wabash River, it is also on a major Indiana flyway. Many species 
follow the rivers as they move north, including warblers. This is a first time visit for Tippecanoe Audubon.  
 Location: Go to Lagro on Old Hwy. 24 (between Huntington & Wabash).  Turn south through Lagro 
and across the bridge. Turn left on Hanging Rock Rd. which becomes 500E.  Continue on  500E till it turns 
into 50S.  Kokiwanee is on 50S (at 50S & 600E). 

PROGRAM: TUESDAY EVENING, MARCH 22, AT THE BLUE LION COFFEE HOUSE IN PIERCETON. 
 The natural history and the culture of his native country of Ethiopia will be presented by Adonay 
Mehreteab, a pre-med student at Manchester College.  Mehreteab's ambition is to return to  Ethiopia and es-
tablish a hospital to benefit his countrymen.  Ethiopia is one of the oldest countries in the world, with a long 
and continuous cultural tradition, and is about twice the size of Texas.  Considered by many to be the "cradle 
of mankind", the natural history of Ethiopia has been most recently influenced by what many would consider a 
harsh and unfriendly environment.  Join us for an informative lesson on this beautiful country. 

FIELD TRIP: SUNDAY, APRIL 10, AT 1:30 PM AT THE GREAT BLUE HERON ROOKERY IN WARSAW. 
 Special Annual trip to the Great Blue Heron rookery on the Tippecanoe River. This is our 31st year to 
visit this rookery, and we’ve seen it change from year to year.  Last year there were 140 active nests. We will 
also see early spring wildflowers, spring beauty, hepatica, spice bush bloom and more. There will be a tripod 
mounted telescope for close-up viewing (20 X to 40X).  You can actually see the iris in the heron’s eye. 
 Location: Go to the back side (west side) of Petro Brother’s Dodge/Jeep car dealership. It’s located on 
Hwy. 15, 1/2 mi. north of US 30 bypass, on north side of Warsaw. We will have a 1/2 mi. walk to the rookery. 
Boots are needed for shallow water, and maybe a rain coat. Binoculars too, if you have them.  

AUDUBON RETREAT, SATURDAY, APRIL 23, AT 9 AM AT THE KOINONIA ENVIRONMENTAL CENTER. 
The Tippecanoe Audubon Society invites you and your family to join us in our 2sd annual family day 

event at Koinonia  from 9:00 to 3:30.  Come for all or any part of the day. Shirley Needham, a federally-
licensed wildlife rehabilitator, will bring Keeah, a red-shouldered hawk, and Phoenix, a red-tailed hawk, and 
discuss her work with raptor rehabilitation.  Tony Fleming, a consulting geologist, will talk about the geology of 
wetland communities and the glacial history of northeast Indiana.  David Hicks, botanist,  will lead a wildflower 
hike, and Jerry Sweeten will talk about aquatic ecology.  A bird walk and butterfly walk are planned too. 

Bring your own lunch; drinks will be provided and dress appropriately to be outside for hiking. 
 Location:  Go  south from Pierceton or north from North Manchester on SR 13. Watch for signs on SR 
13. Turn east on CR 650S, about 1 mile to CR 650E, then north to the entrance.   For more information, con-
tact David Hicks at 260-982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu. 

SAVE SATURDAY, MAY 14TH, FOR THE SPRING BIRD COUNT. 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
David Hicks, President 
Phone: 260-982-2471 

E-mail: djhicks@manchester.edu 
Tippecanoe Audubon Web Site 

www.tippeaudubon.org 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 The Tippecanoe Audubon Society supports conservation and 
environmental education to promote appreciation, understanding, 
and preservation of birds, other wildlife, and diverse ecosystems for 
present and future generations. 

Although it is easy to get discouraged about 
nature’s annual self-renewal in early March, spring 
is clearly on its way.  As my father used to say: 
                        Spring is sprung 
                        The grass is riz 
                        The bird is on the wing. 
                        Now isn’t that absurd? 

I thought the wing was on the bird. 
            Some birds not seen in our parts are on the 
wing. My colleague, Jerry Sweeten, recently saw    
Woodcocks near Mississinewa reservoir, and I saw 
a Turkey Vulture making its way through a snow-
storm in the last week of February.  The Cardinals 
are beginning to sing, the Redwings are making 
their way back, and the Robins are enjoying the 
availability of open lawns (this afternoon any-
way).  A flock of 20 to 30 Sandhill Cranes was spot-
ted near Liberty Mills. 
           On the flora side, skunk cabbage can be 
found close to flower, and some of the spring orna-
mentals like crocuses and daffodils are tentatively 
showing some above-ground green. 
            This would be a great time to visit T.A.S. 
properties such as Taylor or the two Flory-Gemmer 
sanctuaries to follow the progress of spring. 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER —  DAVID HICKS 

RECENT BIRD SIGHTINGS 
    Pauline Farrer of Bremen, IN had at least 100 
Robins eating berries from her Hawthorne trees   
as well as 2 bags of cut up apples on 1/27 & 28/05. 
    Mary Purcell reports that a Snowy Owl spent 
the month of January ‘05 in Huntington County, 
west of Markle, between 100N to 200N and 400E to 
500E. 

Seeing the Sights in New York 
 By Wilson B. Lutz 

     I have been at the top of the Empire State Building 
in New York City at least three times. What a great 
place to look out over the big city. But nowadays, 
people are also looking up as well as out. It seems 
that bird watchers have discovered that the Empire 
State Building is also an excellent place to watch 
birds, particularly during migration. In fact, enough 
birds are seen during migration that several research 
projects are now in progress to take advantage. One 
question that researchers are trying to answer is: Are 
migrating birds attracted to the bright lights of tall 
buildings at night? If the answer is yes, What keeps 
them from slamming into the building?  
    On one August evening, Dr. Robert DeCandido 
counted some 400 birds during a seventy-five-minute 
period starting at 10:30p.m.--Of course it is difficult to 
identify birds in dim light but some that they have 
definitely identified include great blue herons, cuck-
oos, nighthawks, and ospreys. Other birds can be 
partially identified by type, e.g. warbler type, thrush 
type, etc. Dr. DeCandido's prize visitor is a peregrine 
falcon which is sometimes accompanied by two or 
three other peregrines. Dr. DeCandido has not fin-
ished his research yet, but so far he has not seen a 
bird crash into the building. 
     Greg Butcher, director of bird conservation for the 
National Audubon Society has found that, in other 
locations, birds are particularly vulnerable on foggy 
nights. Under such conditions they become disori-
ented and fly round and round lighted buildings 
crashing into whatever obstacles are present. 
     One advantage to being a bird watcher: If you are 
an obvious birder, the Empire State Building guards 
allow you to enter the observation deck on the 86th 
floor without paying the usual $12.00 entrance fee. 
     This article is based on a report by James Barron in the New 
York Times for October 2004. 

    A web site where traveling birders can make con-
tact with local birdwatchers all over the world. Knud 
Rasmussen got the idea four years ago. He now has 
2000 contacts in 177 countries including the U.S. at 

www.birdingpal.org. Enjoy the safety and knowledge 
of a local birder.  
    Become a Birdingpal and introduce a visitor to your 
favorite bird watching sites.   

     I apologize for the lateness of this issue of Tippe 
Topics. I was away visiting family for 5 weeks.  Ed. 

Birdingpal 
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JOIN TIPPECANOE AUDUBON NOW!  — 3 OPTIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 
1) Join Tippecanoe Audubon Society as “Friends of Tippecanoe” and have all your dues stay  here in our 

local area. Dues are  $30/yr. and 100% is tax-deductible, since TAS is a  501(c)3 educational organi-
zation. 

2) Join National Audubon Society with automatic membership in the local chapter plus the beautiful Audu-
bon quarterly magazine. Dues are $35/yr. with only ZERO returning to the local chapter, and because 
of the magazine, only $31 of the $35 is tax-deductible. 

3) Join “Friends of Tippecanoe” & National Audubon Society for $30 + $35 = $65/yr. Of that, $30 stays in 
our local area and $61 is tax-deductible.  

Please sign me up as an Audubon member according to the circled options above. 

Northern Flicker: Bird of the Month        (continued from page 4) 

populations were formerly thought to be two different spe-
cies and were given the names Yellow-shafted Flicker and 
Red-shafted Flicker.  However, the two forms interbreed 
freely in the great plains, where the two populations over-
lap, and are now considered to be two forms of the same 
species.  Males and females can be told apart by the fact 
that the male has a maler or whisker stripe that is black in 
the eastern Yellow-shafted form and red in the western 
Red-shafted form.   

Since Northern Flickers require a habitat with trees, they 
live in woodlands or orchards or in residential areas with a 
sufficient number of mature trees.  Like other Woodpeckers 
they nest in tree cavities.  A pair normally excavates a new 
cavity each year, but will occasionally use an old cavity.  
The cavity is usually in a dead snag or tree limb that is eas-
ier to excavate than live wood.  Sometimes flickers exca-
vate nest cavities in utility poles or wooden fence posts, or 
even in the wooden siding of buildings.  The cavity may be 
anywhere from five or six feet above the ground to fifteen 
or twenty feet, though some have been observed as high 
as fifty or sixty feet.  The male and female work together in 
excavating the cavity.  The entrance hole to the cavity is 
two to four inches in diameter, and the cavity itself may be 
anywhere from one to three feet deep.  Flickers will also 
use nest boxes of suitable size.   

During courtship the male drums on a hollow limb in-
stead of singing to the female.  In residential areas he may 
also drum on the side of a building or on a metal gutter or 

rain spout.  This can make a noise loud enough to awaken 
the disgruntled residents of the house at about five o'clock 
in the morning.  The female lays one glossy white egg per 
day until there are six or eight eggs in the nest cavity.  An 
ornithologist once carried out an experiment in which he 
removed one egg from the nest and left one in the nest.  In 
a period of seventy-three days he removed seventy-one 
eggs.  Thus a female Flicker has quite remarkable egg-
laying capabilities.  Both sexes share the task of incubating 
the eggs, with the male incubating them mainly during the 
night.  The eggs hatch in about a week and a half, and the 
nestlings fledge about four weeks later.  Both parents feed 
the nestlings by regurgitation.   
     The Northern Flicker, Colaptus auratus, belongs to the 
large Woodpecker Family, Picidae, that includes 217 spe-
cies grouped into 26 genera.  Viewed geographically, 12 
genera with 127 species occur only in the Western Hemi-
sphere, and 16 genera with 90 species occur only in the 
Eastern Hemisphere.  No genus or species occurs in both 
hemispheres, and no members of the Woodpecker Family 
are found in either Australia or Antarctica.  The Western 
Hemisphere genus Colaptus that includes the Northern 
Flicker has ten species, six of which have the English name 
Flicker.  Twenty-five Western Hemisphere species and four 
Eastern Hemisphere species have the English name Picu-
let, and two Eastern Hemisphere species have the English 
name Wryneck.  All other species in both Hemispheres go 
by the English name Woodpecker.   
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NORTHERN FLICKER: BIRD OF THE MONTH 
By David Eiler 

The Northern Flicker is actually a Flycatcher, though 
you may often see it down on a lawn like a Robin where it 
forages for ants.  Since ants are its favorite food, it spends 
much of its time foraging on the ground wherever the vege-
tation is short or sparse enough to make that possible.  
Northern Flickers have also been observed digging into ant 
nests with their beaks in order to feast on the ants.  Nine-
teenth century ornithologists sometimes shot birds to find 
out what sorts of things they had eaten.  One ornithologist 
reported finding over a thousand ants in the crop of a 
Northern Flicker he had shot.  Besides foraging on the 
ground, Flickers also forage on tree trunks and limbs for 
ants and other insects.  During the winter when insects are 
not readily available, they turn to seeds and berries.  Poi-
son Ivy berries are among their favorites.  Flickers and 
other birds that eat Poison Ivy berries play a major roll in 
spreading Poison Ivy seeds.   

Northern Flickers can be seen in all months of the year 
in northern Indiana, but are much more abundant during 
spring and fall migrations which peak in early April and late 
September.  Their nesting range extends from the North 
American Arctic as far south as northern Mexico, and from 
coast to coast.  In the fall they migrate eastward and then 
southward out of Alaska and Canada to the United States.  
Populations in the United States migrate shorter distances, 
though a few may go as far south as Central America.  Mi-

gration routes tend to follow mountain ranges and coast 
lines.  Flickers that nested in the mountains may simply 
migrate down out of the mountains to nearby lowlands.  
Huge migratory flights have been observed along the Atlan-
tic coast in the fall.  Two observers in September 1926 re-
ported a steady stream of Northern Flickers moving south 
along the New Jersey coast near Cape May shortly after 
daybreak.  They began counting and determined that Flick-
ers were passing at the rate of about thirty to fifty per min-
ute.  Although the flight was a steady stream, the Flickers 
did not form flocks.  Instead each individual bird flew sepa-
rately.   

The Northern Flicker is eleven or twelve inches long and 
has a wingspan of eighteen or twenty inches.  This makes 
it the largest Flycatcher species in North America.  Its most 
noticeable field mark is a large white rump patch that can 
easily be seen when it is flying or resting on a snag or tree 
trunk, though it can be confused at first glance with the 
smaller Red-bellied Woodpecker that also has a white 
rump patch.  Its back and wings are brown with horizontal 
black stripes.  The breast is cream-colored with black dots 
and a prominent black horizontal crescent just below the 
neck.  In eastern populations the under side of the wings is 
bright yellow and can easily be seen when it flies, whereas 
in western populations the underside of the wings is red.  
Because of this difference, the two (continue on page 3) 
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Coming events 
May 2005 

Regular Tippecanoe Audubon Society (TAS) Events: 
   MONTHLY PROGRAM MEETING on 4th Tuesday at 7:30PM except in December (Christmas Dinner).  
          Program meetings are held at the Blue Lion Coffee House in Pierceton, Indiana. 
   MONTHLY BOARD MEETING on 2sd Tuesday at 7:15PM except December. TAS members are welcome. 
          Board meetings are at Timbercrest Senior Living Community in North Manchester, Indiana. 
   MONTHLY FIELD TRIPS, the time and place to be announced. Everyone is welcome. 

PROGRAM, THURSDAY EVENING, MAY 12, AT 7PM AT ASHERWOOD ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE CENTER. 
 This is a joint meeting with the Asherwood Nature Club. The title: Birth of an Indiana Bird Book will be 
presented by Neil Case. He will discuss how he got involved and what he was asked to contribute, which was 
the first part, about 10,000 words. Neil is past manager of the Salamonie  Reservoir and lives in Noble County 
when he is not traveling or volunteering at State & Federal nature facilities around the US. He also writes a 
weekly column called Outdoor Notes about birds & animals from his life experiences and extensive world 
travels. His column appears in dozens on local newspapers. 
 There is also is a trail walk at Asherwood, beginning at 6PM, for those who wish to come early. 
 Directions: Go south of Wabash on SR 13 and turn west on SR 124. Go about 4.5 miles. Asherwood 
is on the north side of the road at 7496 W SR 124. If you  come to CR 650W, you have gone too far. 

SPRING BIRD COUNT, SATURDAY, MAY 14, DAWN TO DARK - ALL OF KOSCIUSKO COUNTY. 
 To join the spring bird count, contact bird count coordinator Dave Eiler.  You can send him an e-mail 
at dlerhe@resident.timbercrest.org, telephone him at 260-982-2726, or mail him a postcard or note at 301 
Hickory Lane, North Manchester, IN 46962, giving your name, telephone number, post office address, and e-
mail address if you have one. He will be glad to assign you to a field party.  Field parties will be limited to two 
or three people. The more field parties the better. Each field party will be led by an experienced birder, but 
people without special birding expertise are needed to serve as drivers or recorders. If you enjoy birds, the 
spring bird count offers an excellent opportunity to improve your bird identification skills and to see birds you 
may have never noticed before.  
 The compilation of the field parties’ results will be on Sunday, May 15, at 7PM at the home of Parks & 
Paula Adams. They live at 102 East Third Street (NE corner of 3rd & Market Streets) in North Manchester. 

Great Backyard Bird Count: Participation in 8th 
Annual GBBC Reaches Record Numbers 

    Audubon Newswire, April 8, 2005 - Tens of thou-
sands of bird enthusiasts focused their eyes, ears, 
and cameras on North America's birds for a single 
weekend during the 8th Annual Great Backyard Bird 
Count (GBBC), February 18 -21, 2005.  The results 
are now in.  The event produced 52,000 checklists, 24 
percent more than last year.  It produced 613 species 
of birds surpassing the previous record of 567 and the 
birders counted more than 6.5 million birds, shattering 
the previous record of 4.8 million set in 2002.  They 
also sent in more than one thousand photographs of 

the birds they saw, some of which can be seen at 
www.birdsource.org/gbbc. 
    While Snow Goose was the most numerous bird 
counted this year (835,369 birds), the Northern Cardi-
nal was seen by more people (29,457) on the count 
than any other species.  Participants in New York 
(2,991) sent in more checklists than in any other 
state, and Pennsylvania reported the most birds 
(623,317), boosted by counts of Snow Geese...  
     There is a wealth of other material and a plethora 
of in-depth stories and information on the GBBC web-
site at www.birdsource.org/gbbc.  Be sure to save the 
date for next year, February 17-20 2006.  
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
David Hicks, President 
Phone: 260-982-2471 

E-mail: djhicks@manchester.edu 
Tippecanoe Audubon Web Site 

www.tippeaudubon.org 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 The Tippecanoe Audubon Society supports conservation and 
environmental education to promote appreciation, understanding, 
and preservation of birds, other wildlife, and diverse ecosystems for 
present and future generations. 

    May is a month when many of our migratory birds 
pass through the area, some in transit, some to stay 
for the breeding season.  One of the most anticipated 
arrivals is that of our only regularly-seen humming-
bird, the Ruby-Throated. 
     Hummingbirds, of course, use flower nectar as one 
of their main food sources.  Many people lure them in 
for a closer view by putting out syrup-filled feeders.  I 
did a little Internet research, and was surprised to find 
that hummingbird feeders have been commercially 
available for over 50 years. 
    The eyes of hummingbirds, like those of most birds 
(and humans) are especially sensitive to red colors. 
Many of the favorite  flowers of hummers are red and 
are tubular flowers with nectar glands at the 
base.  Feeders mimic such flowers by providing red 
tubes as outlets to the syrup reservoir. 
    The food provided in feeders is a solution of ordi-
nary white table sugar, or sucrose.  This is a common 
sugar in flower nectar.  Some people feel that the 
birds can taste the difference between sucrose from 
sugar cane and that from beets, and do not care for 
the latter.  If birds reject your feeder, perhaps using 
cane rather than beet sugar is worth a try. Humming-
birds are quite sensitive to excess amounts of iron, 
which is higher in brown sugar than white, and can 
suffer ill effects from brown sugars.  Red dyes are not 

needed in the feed, and have the potential to cause 
problems for the birds. 
    Feeding solution can be easily prepared by dissolv-
ing one part of sugar in 4 parts of tap water.  (Tap wa-
ter provides trace elements that distilled water does 
not.) Sterilization of the syrup is not needed, as mi-
crobe will be transferred when hummers visit. 
    To ensure that the feeder remains attractive, the 
syrup should be changed when it spoils, as it inevita-
bly will.  (Birds avoid spoiled syrup, so they are 
unlikely to be poisoned if it isn’t changed soon 
enough, but they may become discouraged.)  Spoil-
age is indicated by cloudiness, and can occur within 
as short a period as 2 days in warm weather.  Occa-
sional cleaning of the inside of the feeder with soap & 
water, or even bleach, helps to slow fermentation. 
    Keeping insects out of the feeders can be a prob-
lem.  Ant barriers are available at feeder stores, and 
seem to work well.  Avoiding wasps and bees seems 
to be pretty much impossible, however. 
    One last consideration related to insects is that 
they are an important part of hummingbird diets, 
also.  Sugar provides energy, but not the other nutri-
ents needed for reproduction and maintenance of 
health.  Some hummingbird fans use spoiled fruit to 
attract fruit flies and other insects that provide a more 
complete diet. 
    For more on hummingbirds and hummingbird feed-
ers, see: http://www.hummingbirds.net 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER —  DAVID HICKS 

Container-breeding Mosquitoes Pose the Highest 
 West Nile Virus Risk For Humans 

    Audubon Newswire, March 18, 2005 - Different 
species of mosquitoes have different feeding prefer-
ences - some prefer to bite birds, some prefer to bite 
mammals, and others prefer animals of other kinds.  
West Nile virus is primarily an avian pathogen, and is 
transmitted among birds by ornithophilic (bird-biting) 
mosquitoes.  Until now, it was presumed that humans 
are exposed to the virus upon being bitten by “bridge-
vector” species of mosquitoes - those that take a 
large fraction of their blood meals from mammals, but 
occasionally bite birds. 
    In a recent analysis of 10 northeastern species of 
mosquitoes1, researchers found that up to 80% of the 
risk of human WNV infection comes from two species 

of ornithophilic mosquitoes, both of which breed pri-
marily in backyard and neighborhood sources of stag-
nant water, such as discarded tires, unused swim-
ming pools, catch basins, gutters, and birdbaths.  The 
surprisingly high risk comes from the two species’ 
abundance, infection prevalence, and ability to repli-
cate and transmit the virus, which compensate for the 
relatively small fraction of blood meals taken from 
mammals by these bird-biting mosquitoes. 
    This finding suggests that control efforts should  
focus on reducing breeding habitat for these species : 
getting rid of stagnant water in yards & communities - 
rather than the current emphasis on use of insecti-
cides and water flow management. 
    For more information on West Nile virus, please 
visit Audubon’s website: www.audubon.org/bird/wnv. 
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JOIN TIPPECANOE AUDUBON NOW!  — 2 OPTIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 
1) Join Tippecanoe Audubon Society as “Friends of Tippecanoe” and have all your dues stay  here in our 

local area. Dues are  $30/yr. and 100% is tax-deductible, since TAS is a  501(c)3 educational organiza-
tion. Please send your check to Wilson Lutz, Membership Chair. (For address see below.)  

2) Join National Audubon Society with automatic membership in the local chapter plus the beautiful Audu-
bon quarterly magazine. Dues are $35/yr. with  ZERO dollars returning to the local chapter, and because 
of the magazine, only $31 of the $35 is tax-deductible.     Please send your check separately to:              
The National Audubon Society, Member Data Center, P.O. Box 52529, Boulder, CO. 80322. 

3)  Contributions to “Friends of Tippecanoe” are welcome!  Contribution $____ + local dues $____  =  $____ 

Name ________________________________________ 
 
Address ______________________________________ 
 
City, State, ZIP ________________________________ 
 
Phone ________________________________________ 
 
E-mail address _________________________________ 

(e-mail will be used only for occasional notices of events 
 and not be shared with any other organizations.) 

Date_______________ 
 

Your check for “Friends of Tippecanoe” dues and/or  
contribution should be made out to: 

TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY 
and send to: 

Wilson Lutz, Membership Chair 
806 East Second Street Ext. 
North Manchester, IN 46962  

Wood Duck: Bird of the Month        (continued from page 4) 

white and unmarked.  The female incubates them 
alone.  The eggs hatch in about 5 weeks.  Soon after 
they hatch, a remarkable thing happens: they climb 
out of the nest and fall to the ground triggering the 
feeding instinct.  The female then leads them to the 
nearest water, either a pond or a stream, perhaps as 
much as a quarter of a mile away from the nest site.   
They feed mainly on plant material such as seeds, but 
they may also eat insects, snails, and even salaman-
ders.  In northern Indiana Wood Ducks raise only one 
brood per year.  

[Ducks & Geese do not  feed their young. The fe-
male does lead her young to food. Additionally, for 
Wood Ducks, American Golden Eyes & Hooded Mer-
gansers, the ducklings need to have the impact caus-
ed by falling at least 2 feet to the ground or water to 
trigger a biological mechanism for the ducklings to 
begin eating and looking for  food. If a Wood Duck’s 
nest is on the ground so no impact  occurs all the 
ducklings will starve. -info supplied by Paul Steffen-
Ed]  

In the east, Wood Ducks have a nesting range that 
extends from the Atlantic coast west to the Rocky 
Mountains, though they are less common in the prai-

rie states where suitable habitat is less available.   It 
extends into southern Canada east of the Great 
Lakes, and south to the Gulf of Mexico.  West of the 
Rocky Mountains they nest in southern British Colum-
bia and south to central California west of the Cas-
cade and Sierra Nevada Mountains.  They also nest 
in Cuba and the Bahamas.  In winter they move out of 
the northern part of their range as water freezes over.  
In mild winters some may remain in northern Indiana.   
    The Wood Duck, Aix sponsa, belongs to the Duck, 
Goose, and Swan Family, Anatidae.  Its closest rela-
tive is the Mandarin Duck, Aix galericulata, that lives 
in northeastern Asia.  Captive specimens are also 
kept in zoos and private waterfowl collections.  Some-
what less closely related are ducks belonging to the 
genus Anas, that consists of forty-five species.  This 
genus includes many of our most familiar ducks such 
as the Mallard.  Members of this genus are often re-
ferred to as dabbling ducks because they feed on, or 
just below, the surface of the water but do not dive.  
Altogether, the Anatidae family, counting Swans, 
Geese, and Ducks has one-hundred-fifty-seven spe-
cies.  Members of this family occur on every continent 
except Antarctica and as far north as the Arctic Circle. 

 People travel to wonder at the height of mountains, at the huge waves of the sea , at the long 
courses of rivers, at the vast compass of the ocean, at the circular motion of the stars; and they pass 
by themselves without wondering. - Saint Augustine (354-430) 
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WOOD DUCK: BIRD OF THE MONTH 
By David Eiler 

A Wood Duck male is without doubt the most 
beautiful duck species that can be seen in Indiana.  
His head is especially colorful.  His bill is red and 
white with a yellow line around the base.  The fore-
head is black shading into an iridescent green cap 
that extends over the back as a long pointed crest.  A 
narrow white line starting at the base of the beak 
curves upward over the eye and down nearly to the 
end of the crest.  Below this line the side of the head 
is iridescent green but may appear black, depending 
on the angle of the light.  Behind the eye is another 
white line that extends back nearly to the end of the 
crest.  The eye is red and the cheek is black below 
the eye with a white line extending down to the chin 
behind the eye and a curving white line extending 
back and up.  The breast is purplish with white speck-
ling.  The back is iridescent blue-green.  The sides 
are yellowish-white, separated from the back by a   
series of narrow white marks.  The sides toward the 
rear are purplish and the tail black.   

The female Wood Duck is much less colorful.  Her 
most distinctive field mark is a white tear-shaped eye 
ring surrounding a black eye.  The head and short 
crest are gray.  The bill is black contrasting with a 

white chin and throat.  The breast is brown with verti-
cal dotted white lines.  The back is gray-brown and 
the sides gray with a blue patch.  Juveniles of both 
sexes resemble the adult female, but lack her distinc-
tive tear-shaped eye ring.  When flushed, the female 
may fly away with a loud squeal, whereas the male 
gives only a high-pitched squeak.   

The name Wood Duck no doubt derives from the 
fact that they often perch in trees and make their 
nests in tree cavities.  Thus they require a habitat that 
includes both trees and water.  Unlike Woodpeckers, 
Wood Ducks cannot make their own nest cavity.  In-
stead, they must use an already existing hole or cav-
ity caused either by rot or drilled by Woodpeckers.  
The nest site may be anywhere from three to sixty 
feet above the ground.  They may sometimes even 
nest in a chimney.  Wood Ducks will also make use of 
properly designed nest boxes.   

In northern Indiana egg-laying usually begins in 
late March. The female does not make a nest other 
than lining the bottom of the cavity or nest box with 
some down.  She lays one egg a day until the total 
number of eggs reaches anywhere from ten to fifteen 
or more. The eggs are creamy (continue on pg 3)  
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Coming events 
June 2005 

Regular Tippecanoe Audubon Society (TAS) Events: 
   MONTHLY PROGRAM MEETING on 4th Tuesday at 7:30PM except in December (Christmas Dinner).  
          Program meetings are held at the Blue Lion Coffee House in Pierceton, Indiana. 
   MONTHLY BOARD MEETING on 2sd Tuesday at 7:15PM except December. TAS members are welcome. 
          Board meetings are at Timbercrest Senior Living Community in North Manchester, Indiana. 
   MONTHLY FIELD TRIPS, the time and place to be announced. Everyone is welcome. 

FIELD TRIP: SATURDAY, JUNE 11, AT 1:30 PM AT WILDWOOD IN KOSCIUSKO COUNTY. 
 Wildwood Farm is an Acres property which was protected by owners Bob and Alice Frantz for many 
decades.  Today it is a very special wildlife preserve with open meadows, woodlands, woodland ponds and 
many trails. Birds, butterflies, wildflowers (there will be a few left) and native plants by the dozens!           
 Location: 2 1/2 mi. west of SR 13 and SR 14 intersection on SR 14.  Wildwood is on south side of 
road or 2 mi. east of Sliver Lake, IN on SR 14.  Watch for Sign. 

 PROGRAM: TUESDAY EVENING, JUNE 28, AT 7:30 PM AT THE BLUE LION COFFEE HOUSE IN PIERCETON. 
 Bart Culver will talk about a recent trip that the Culver family took to India in January of 2005. They 
were able to visit 3 different Game Preserves. They tracked tigers and found one on the 3rd day out. Bart 
will have slides and include opinions on urban density & wildlife. 

ANNUAL PICNIC & FIELD TRIP, SUNDAY AFTERNOON, JULY 17, AT BART CULVER’S HOME. 
(More about this in the July Tippe-Topics. Ed.) 

CONSERVATIONISTS WORLDWIDE CELEBRATE 
REDISCOVERY OF IVORY-BILLED WOODPECKER 
    New York, NY, April 28, 2005 – National Audubon 
Society, BirdLife International & other conservationists 
around the globe joined in celebration at today’s an-
nouncement that the Ivory-billed Woodpecker has 
been found in eastern Arkansas. The last accepted 
sightings of an Ivory-billed Woodpecker were in Cuba 
in 1987 and 1988, and the last fully documented US 
sighting occurred in Louisiana in 1944. While there 
have been a number of reports of possible Ivory-billed 
Woodpecker sightings since then, none have been 
confirmed prior to today’s announcement. 
    “All of us who share this planet, owe an enormous 
debt of gratitude to the individuals and organizations, 
especially The Cornell Lab of Ornithology and the Na-
ture Conservancy, whose tireless efforts led to the 
rediscovery of this bird," said John Flicker, president 
of the National Audubon Society.  “Thanks to their de- 
dication, we all have a second chance to save this 
magnificent woodpecker from extinction. As it inspires 
our hopes, this resilient Ivory-billed Woodpecker must 

also inspire our commitment to protect the habitat it 
needs for survival.” 
     A large, approximately 20-inch bird, the Ivory-billed 
Woodpecker depends on old-growth forests of very 
large trees, such as cypress, for its habitat. Destruc-
tion and fragmentation of virgin bottomland forests 
throughout the southern US, including floodplain for-
ests along the Mississippi  and its tributaries, led to its 
decline and eventually to its believed extinction... 

RECENT BIRD SIGHTINGS 
        Mary Purcell, of Wabash, saw 2 Pine Siskins 
at her feeders on May 9th! She called Cornell Lab  
and learned of dozens of reports of Siskins in north-
ern states. While this is unusual at this time of year, 
there have been Siskins documented spending their 
entire years in the lower 48. 

 We  received several $10 donations from National 
Audubon members for the cost of their Tippe-Topics 

newsletter. Thank you!!  It helps!   Ed. 
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JOIN TIPPECANOE AUDUBON NOW!  — 2 OPTIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 
1) Join Tippecanoe Audubon Society as “Friends of Tippecanoe” and have all your dues stay  here in our 

local area. Dues are  $30/yr. and 100% is tax-deductible, since TAS is a  501(c)3 educational organiza-
tion. Please send your check to Wilson Lutz, Membership Chair. (For address see below.)  

2) Join National Audubon Society with automatic membership in the local chapter plus the beautiful Audu-
bon quarterly magazine. Dues are $35/yr. with  ZERO dollars returning to the local chapter, and because 
of the magazine, only $31 of the $35 is tax-deductible.     Please send your check separately to:              
The National Audubon Society, Member Data Center, P.O. Box 52529, Boulder, CO. 80322. 

3)  Contributions to “Friends of Tippecanoe” are welcome!  Contribution $____ + local dues $____  =  $____ 

Name ________________________________________ 
 
Address ______________________________________ 
 
City, State, ZIP ________________________________ 
 
Phone ________________________________________ 
 
E-mail address _________________________________ 

(e-mail will be used only for occasional notices of events 
 and not be shared with any other organizations.) 

Date_______________ 
 

Your check for “Friends of Tippecanoe” dues and/or  
contribution should be made out to: 

TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY 
and send to: 

Wilson Lutz, Membership Chair 
806 East Second Street Ext. 
North Manchester, IN 46962  

    Last month I wrote about providing artificial nectar 
for hummingbirds.  This month, I thought I would ex-
tend that idea a bit further and discuss plants that at-
tract hummingbirds.  Hummingbirds tend to establish 
territories in the same area for periods of several 
years.  Consequently, providing habitat that is conge-
nial to them can increase your chances of repeated 
sightings. 
     What kinds of flowers attract to hummingbirds. 
There are 2 factors to consider: the nutritional needs 
of the birds and their sensory  physiology. 
    Hummingbirds visit flowers to collect nectar, so the 
best plants are those that produce relatively large 
amounts of nectar.  However, insects are attracted to 
nectar, too, so the best flowers are those that keep 
their nectar at the base of long floral tubes, where it is 
relatively inaccessible to bees and wasps. 
    Like other birds (and some mammals), the visual 
system of hummingbirds is most sensitive to colors in 
the red-to-purple range.   So, the first consideration is 
that one should use plants that have reddish flowers 
that produce significant amounts of nectar. Some 
plants fill the bill in one way but not the other. For in-
stance, roses, while an attractive shade of red, pro-
duce little nectar, so will not be visited consistently.                      
    Other environmental impacts should be borne in 
mind when choosing plants.  For instance, honey-
suckles are good nectar producers, with the nectar 

appropriately protected  within a  tubular  flower. How- 
ever, most honeysuckle species are non-native, and 
some can become quite invasive, so they would not 
be good choices. 
    There are some perennial wildflowers that are na-
tive to the eastern US that have nectar, flower struc-
ture, and color that are attractive to hummers.  Some 
good choices include red columbine, coral bells, car-
dinal flower, wild bleeding heart, trumpet creeper, and 
beebalm (despite the name, the red color of the petals 
makes this species more attractive to birds than 
bees). 
    Some non-native annuals could also be used if 
care is taken to prevent them from becoming 
pests.  Possible plants of this sort include salvia, im-
patiens and fuchsia.  (There are also two native spe-
cies of impatiens that are good nectar sources; how-
ever, you may need to collect seeds of these, as they 
rarely are sold by nurseries.) 
    Another consideration in choosing plants is ensur-
ing that a nectar supply is available through as much 
of the season as possible.  Therefore, early-blooming 
species like columbine should be combined with later 
species like cardinal flower. 
    One final thing to remember in choosing plants to 
favor hummingbirds is that the birds use plants for 
purposes other than feeding.  For example, they line 
their nests with plant fiber.  Some good fiber plants, 
like pussy willow, dandelion and cinnamon fern can 
increase an area’s attractiveness to birds. 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER —  DAVID HICKS 
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Northern Birdwatchers Get Winter Treat  
By Wilson B. Lutz 

    Pity the poor vole.  These mouse-like creatures  
seem to be the favorite food supply for a host of avian 
raptors.  On the other hand, when vole populations 
drop, pity the raptors.  This is what happened this win-
ter.  A failure of vole reproduction in northern Canada 
due to colder, wetter than usual  weather led to a poor 
food supply for  red-backed and meadow voles and 
therefore poor reproduction – the worst in the last 
twelve years.  
    So far, northern raptors such as the great gray owl, 
the boreal owl, the hawk owl, and snowy owls were 
forced  to forage farther south than usual.  As a result, 
some of these species showed up in northern Minne-
sota, northern Wisconsin, and the upper peninsula of 
Michigan.  This "irruption" toward the south began in 

November and continued through the winter.  A group 
of bird-watchers in northern Minnesota did a one-day 
dawn-to-dusk survey and counted 226 great grey 
owls!  The great gray is the largest of all the North 
American owls.   
    On December 19, 2004, the annual Christmas bird 
count for New York City turned up a boreal owl in 
Central Park, the first representative of that species  
ever observed there.  
    The overall tally for the winter is more than 2000 
great gray owls, 200 hawk owls, and 300 boreal owls. 
Unfortunately, some 500 dead birds were also discov-
ered, most killed by collisions with automobiles.     
    (Note: Most of the material in this article was con-
densed from an article by E. Vernon Laux in the New 
York Times for March 8, 2005.) 

Note: The BIRD OF THE MONTH by David Eiler will return next month with the Brown-headed Cowbird. Ed. 
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Coming events 
July 2005 

Regular Tippecanoe Audubon Society (TAS) Events: 
   MONTHLY PROGRAM MEETING on 4th Tuesday at 7:30PM except in December (Christmas Dinner).  
          Program meetings are held at the Blue Lion Coffee House in Pierceton, Indiana. 
   MONTHLY BOARD MEETING on 2sd Tuesday at 7:15PM except December. TAS members are welcome. 
          Board meetings are at Timbercrest Senior Living Community in North Manchester, Indiana. 
   MONTHLY FIELD TRIPS, the time and place to be announced. Everyone is welcome. 

ANNUAL PICNIC & FIELD TRIP, SUNDAY AFTERNOON, JULY 17, AT 1:30 PM, AT BART CULVER’S HOME. 
 Hey, It’s a Picnic ! ! ! The best of the year. Our annual picnic held at the Bart & Cinda Culver home 
near North Webster. This is a very special event with a cook-out on the deck (tree house) and lots of wonder-
ful food. Bart will again lead a field trip over the woodland, wetland and  reforestation fields of the old farm 
where they have lived for 29 years. 
 More important than great food however, is the good company.  If you enjoy interesting conversation 
with people who have specialized in various facets of nature for 10, 20 & even 50 years, this event is for you! 
 A third special feature is the beautiful Culver home. Much of the wood paneling in the home was har-
vested on the farm where the home is built, and Bart can name the kind of wood in every board. Also the 
house is on a pond with a wonderful sandy beach plus a pier and a diving board. 
 Bring your swim suit, plates and silverware. Also, bring meat of your choice for grilling and a ‘dish’ to 
share.  Drinks will be provided: coffee, soda pop, tea and water (from the pond of course). 
 Directions: On SR 13, at south edge of N. Webster, take Backwater Road going east. Backwater be-
comes CR 600N. Watch for the Culver’s drive in woods on the right 200 yards before CR 1000E. The house 
is not visible from road. 

Conservation Coalition Calls for   
 Emergency Red Knot Protection   

     Trenton, NJ, June 17, 2005 - Audubon, together 
with seven other leading conservation groups, re-
quested an emergency closure of horseshoe crab 
fishing along the mid-Atlantic shore. Migrating Red 
Knots, whose population has dropped so precipi-
tously that experts fear their disappearance from 
New Jersey shores by 2010, are dependent on feed-
ing on the eggs of horseshoe crabs to fuel their 
annual spring journey to the arctic. 
     In a letter to the Governors of Delaware and New 
Jersey, the groups urged an immediate moratorium 
on the 2005 horseshoe crab harvest in New Jersey, 
alarmed that if the fishery opened as scheduled, har-
vest of as many as 300,000 crabs would greatly de-
plete the main food source for thousands of imperiled 
Red Knots and jeopardize their chances for survival. 
The Red Knot population visiting the Delaware Bay 

once numbered more than 150,000. However, biolo-
gists estimate the current population at around 
18,000. 
     “The Atlantic Coast population of the Red Knot is 
sliding toward extinction,” said Greg Butcher, Director 
of Bird Conservation for the National Audubon Soci-
ety. “We owe it to future generations to provide a 
safety net for the Red Knot, which in turn will help 
keep intact the full web of life on the Delaware Bay.” 
     UPDATE - Acting New Jersey Governor Codey 
issued an Emergency Rule effective June 9 suspend-
ing horseshoe crab harvesting in Delaware Bay for 2 
weeks, in order to allow the state to consider recently 
developed scientific information.  Leading regional 
and national advocates for horseshoe crab and migra-
tory shorebird conservation released a statement in 
response,  which  you  can view in PDF format here 
a t :  w w w . n j a u d u b o n . o r g / C o n s e r v a t i o n /
EmergencyRule.pdf. ---- 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
David Hicks, President 
Phone: 260-982-2471 

E-mail: djhicks@manchester.edu 
Tippecanoe Audubon Web Site 

www.tippeaudubon.org 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 The Tippecanoe Audubon Society supports conservation and 
environmental education to promote appreciation, understanding, 
and preservation of birds, other wildlife, and diverse ecosystems for 
present and future generations. 

James Backus, Wabash 
Stephen Bate, Peru 
Bryant Bennett, Peru 
Mona J. Blanchard, Columbia City 
Philip D. Brower, Leesburg 
Laurie Butts, Columbia City 
Donald Cains, North Webster 
Robert Charron, Warsaw 
Mike Cook, Syracuse 
Robert L. De Beck, Syracuse 
Sonnie Dwyer,  Warsaw 
D. Edmond,  Wabash 
Jayna Enyeart,  S. Whitley 
Susan Filewicz, Bremen 
Leonard A. Gray,  Warsaw 
Jean Green, Plymouth 
Evelyn Grimess, Warsaw 
Oren Guenin,  Wabash 

Barbara Hieber, Kewanna 
Judith Hill, Akron 
Phyllis Howard, Culver 
Jeanette Hunter, Kewanna 
Laura Kantzer,  Twelve Mile 
Bruce Kilty, LaFountaine 
Ruth M. Krider, S. Whitley 
Dorothy Kuckuck, Columbia City 
Joyce Leek, Warsaw 
Pennie Lortie, Columbia City 
Janice Magnus, Cromwell 
Robert Mattern,  Wabash 
Patricia McLallin, Ligonier 
Julie Milliser, Plymouth 
April Myers, Akron 
Dennis Orcutt, Columbia City 
Helen Palmer, Columbia City 
Michael Pitney, Milford 

Judith Pullman, Peru 
John Raub, Peru 
James Read, Plymouth 
Spencer Reincke, Warsaw 
Joyce Rockenbaugh, Peru 
Carl  &Joyce Satre, Syracuse 
Rex Schrimsher, Plymouth 
Mike Scott,  Warsaw 
Jane Sharp, Peru     
James & Joanne Sims,  Warsaw 
Barb Smith, Warsaw 
E. F. Springer, Bremen 
William Steiner, Mexico 
Elma Swihart, Silver Lake 
Sarah Tuttle, Cromwell 
Bruce Vanderweele, Argos 
Ted Van Meter, Rochester 
Michael Walsh, Culver 

New members to Tippecanoe Audubon from National in last 3 months. Welcome!  

     The board of directors of Tippecanoe Audubon re-
cently decided to change our policy on membership 
renewals for Friends of Tippecanoe Audubon (FTA), 
and I thought I would use this opportunity to explain 
the changes. 
      First, I should remind you that financially, Tippeca-
noe Audubon is largely independent of the National 
Audubon Society.  At one time, a major portion of our 
chapter budget came from the national group. How-
ever, this funding has been largely phased out.  Con-
sequently, we started the FTA program to support the 
chapter’s financial needs.  Annual membership in FTA 
starts at $30 (this is tax-deductible). 
      This annual FTA membership fee supports the 
publication of Tippe-Topics, and pays the bills for our 
sanctuaries in Wabash County.  Making these proper-
ties available to the public requires a fair amount of 

maintenance such as mowing and clearing trails, and 
the equipment requires upkeep and fuel.  Please note 
that FTA membership does not give you membership 
in National Audubon. 
      The recent change in policy concerns the timing of 
membership renewals only. We decided to make all 
memberships due at the end of June each year, 
rather than coming due on the anniversary of your 
joining FTA.  This will make it much easier for us to 
keep track of memberships. 
      Although the new due date for membership will be 
June 30th, we will exercise some flexibility on the 
deadline.  Members who don’t renew on time will be 
given a few months grace. Those who join in April or 
May will have their membership extended until June 
of the next year (rather than paying the full annual 
cost for only a month or two of membership). 
      If you have questions please get in touch with me 
at  260-982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu. 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER —  DAVID HICKS 

A man should never be ashamed to own he has been in the wrong,  
which is but saying, in other words, that he is wiser today than he was yesterday.  

-Alexander Pope, poet (1688-1744) 



- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Name ________________________________________ 
 
Address ______________________________________ 
 
City, State, ZIP ________________________________ 
 
Phone ________________________________________ 
 
E-mail address _________________________________ 

(e-mail will be used only for occasional notices of events 
 and not be shared with any other organizations.) 

Date_______________ 
 

Your check for any membership option and/or  
contribution should be made out to: 

TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY 
and send to: 

Wilson Lutz, Membership Chair 
806 East Second Street Ext. 
North Manchester, IN 46962  

JOIN TIPPECANOE AUDUBON NOW!  — 3 OPTIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 
1) Join Tippecanoe Audubon Society as “Friends of Tippecanoe” and have all your dues stay  here in our 

local area. Dues are  $30/yr. [ due annually on June 30th ] and 100% is tax-deductible, since TAS is a  
501(c)3 educational organization. (See PRESIDENT’S CORNER for explanation. Ed.) 

2) Join National Audubon Society with automatic membership in the local chapter plus the beautiful Audu-
bon quarterly magazine. Dues are $35/yr. with only ZERO returning to the local chapter, and because 
of the magazine, only $31 of the $35 is tax-deductible. 

3) Join “Friends of Tippecanoe” & National Audubon Society for $30 + $35 = $65/yr. Of that, $30 stays in 
our local area and $61 is tax-deductible.  

Please sign me up as an Audubon member according to the circled options above. 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Bird of the Month                  (continued from page 4) 
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include a variety of postures and unmusical notes.  They 
mate promiscuously and do not form pair bonds, though 
males and females flock together.  Once fertilized, the fe-
male begins looking for the nests of other species in which 
she can lay her eggs.  One female may produce as many 
as forty eggs during a single season.  She usually chooses 
the nests of species that are smaller than she is, but may 
also lay eggs in the nests of larger species such as Ameri-
can Robins, Blue Jays, and even ducks.  But Cowbird 
hatchlings in the nests of larger species are less likely to 
survive, since displacing the hatchlings of larger species is 
more difficult.  Some bird species may use various strate-
gies to avoid raising baby Cowbirds.  One strategy is to 
build a new nest on top of the nest that has the Cowbird 
egg in it. Some bird species such as Blue Jays and North-
ern Mockingbirds have developed the ability to recognize 
Cowbird eggs and will remove them from the nest.   

Brown-headed Cowbirds have a breeding range  ex-
tending from coast to coast across southern Canada,  the 
entire United States and southward into northern Mexico.  
They are short-range winter migrants, moving  from the 
northern part of their range in Canada and south as far as 
southern Mexico.  They are present throughout the year in 
northern Indiana, but are more abundant during the sum-
mer. Their feeding habits include about equal amounts of 
insects and seeds.  They love to visit bird feeders and 
whole flocks may sometimes show up at feeders. After 

grain fields are harvested in mid to late summer large 
mixed flocks of Brown-headed Cowbirds, Common Grack-
les, Red-winged Blackbirds, and European Starlings may 
move from field to field.  In the fall such mixed flocks may 
also migrate southward together. 

The Brown-headed Cowbird, Molothrus ater, belongs to 
the diverse Western Hemisphere Blackbird Family, Icteri-
dae, that includes a total of ninety-seven species grouped 
into twenty-three genera. The Icteridae Family includes 
such diverse species groups as Blackbirds, Grackles, 
Meadowlarks, Orioles, Oropendolas, and Caciques.   

The Molothrus genus includes five species, all of which 
are nest parasites:  The Bronzed Cowbird, Molothrus ae-
nues, ranges from southern Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, 
and California south throughout much of Mexico.  The 
Shiny Cowbird, Molothrus bonariensis, ranges from the 
islands of the southern Caribbean south through South 
America as far as central Argentina.  The Screaming Cow-
bird, Molothrus rufoaxillaris, ranges from southern Brazil 
south as far as northern Argentina.  A sixth species, the 
Bay-winged Cowbird, Molothrus badius, or more accu-
rately, Agelaioides badius, is not a nest parasite, but in-
stead is often a nest parasite victim of the Screaming Cow-
bird.  Nest parasitism is not limited to Cowbirds.  In the 
Eastern Hemisphere, the Common Cuckoo, Cuculus 
canorus, is a well-known nest parasite.   
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BROWN-HEADED COWBIRD: BIRD OF THE MONTH 
By David Eiler 

The Brown-headed Cowbird is a species birders love to 
hate. This is because it is a nest parasite. This means that, 
instead of building a nest of its own, the female lays her 
eggs in the nest of other bird species — normally  of small 
species such as warblers, vireos, sparrows, and small fly-
catchers. Since Cowbird eggs have a short incubation pe-
riod of only a week and a half to two weeks, this means the 
Cowbird eggs usually hatches before the eggs of the victim 
species.  The Cowbird nestling instinctively pushes the 
eggs or nestlings of the victim species out of the nest, and 
the rightful owners of the nest end up raising a Brown-
headed Cowbird rather than offspring of their own.   

Before the arrival of Europeans in North America, the 
Brown-headed Cowbird was a Great Plains species that 
associated with Bison herds. Thus Europeans who first set-
tled in the Great Plains called them Buffalo Birds.  Cow-
birds would follow the bison, eating grass seeds and the 
small insects the bison stirred up when grazing or walking.  
The habit of nest parasitism may have arisen as a conse-
quence of this behavior pattern.  Since Bison herds were 
constantly on the move, the Cowbirds that followed them 
did not stay in one place long enough to build their own 
nests and raise their own nestlings.   

When European settlers cleared the forests east of the 
Mississippi they introduced cattle that became inhabitants 
of nearly every small family farm.  This enabled Cowbirds 

to extend their range rapidly eastward by associating with 
cattle rather than bison.  Thus they came to be called Cow-
birds rather than Buffalo Birds.  In the eastern United 
States Brown-headed Cowbirds have caused a significant 
population decline in many of the species they parasitize.  
When Cowbirds extended their range into the very limited 
breeding range of the endangered Kirtland’s Warbler in 
central Michigan, the warbler was threatened with extinc-
tion.  In order to avert this threat, state and federal authori-
ties started a program of trapping and removing Cowbirds 
from the areas where the Kirtland’s Warbler nested.  This 
has enabled Kirtland’s Warbler populations to make a sig-
nificant recovery.   

Brown-headed Cowbirds are about seven-and-a-half 
inches long, larger than House Sparrows and noticeably 
smaller than the Red-winged Blackbirds and Common 
Grackles they often associate with.  The male is entirely 
black except for the dark brown head that gives the species 
its name.  The female is plain dull gray with faint streaking 
below.  Juveniles resemble the adult female but have more 
prominent streaking below.  All have black eyes and short 
black conical beaks. The dull gray color of the female 
makes her unobtrusive and may facilitate her ability to lay 
eggs in the nests of other species without being detected.   

Brown-headed Cowbirds males  begin courting females 
with a variety of courtship rituals that   (continue on page 3) 
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Coming events 
September 2005 

Regular Tippecanoe Audubon Society (TAS) Events: 
   MONTHLY PROGRAM MEETING on 4th Tuesday at 7:30PM except in December (Christmas Dinner).  
          Program meetings are held at the Blue Lion Coffee House in Pierceton, Indiana. 
   MONTHLY BOARD MEETING on 2sd Tuesday at 7:15PM except December. TAS members are welcome. 
          Board meetings are at Timbercrest Senior Living Community in North Manchester, Indiana. 
   MONTHLY FIELD TRIPS, the time and place to be announced. Everyone is welcome. 

FIELD TRIP: SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, AT 1:00 PM AT SHIRLEY NEEDHAM’S FARM IN ROCHESTER, IN. 
 Shirley Needham has invited Tippecanoe Audubon to her family farm at Rochester. It is a152 acre 
farm on the Tippecanoe River. Her family grew Christmas trees on this land in the 50’s and 60’s. It has not 
been farmed since. This land is bounded on the north and west sides by the Tippecanoe River, which contrib-
utes to a rich varied wildlife habitat; home to a long list of birds, amphibians, plants and mammals, even 
Pileated woodpeckers.  
 This is a partial list of the birds that Shirley has seen recently. Sandhill cranes, Great Blue herons, 
Rose-breasted grosbeaks, Red-bellied and Red-headed woodpeckers, White-breasted nuthatchs, Mocking-
birds, Yellow-billed cuckoo, warblers everywhere, and lots of Catbirds down by the creek. Shirley also found 2 
Phoebe nests on rock ledges on her father's house.  
 Directions: Highways 31, 25 and 114 all meet at the corner of 9th and Main Street in Rochester - the 
Courthouse Square. Go north on Main Street. Upon crossing the railroad tracks at the edge of town, Main 
Street becomes Old Highway 31. Go approximately 2 miles and you'll start seeing tall white pine and tama-
rack on both sides of the road. The barn is white and very large, on the left (or west) side of the highway. The 
number on the renter's mailbox is 3152.  
 Incidentally, the Streamliner Restaurant on the south side of the Courthouse Square makes a “killer” 
breaded tenderloin sandwich if anyone wants to eat before coming out.  
 If you want to go birding on some of the other properties in late afternoon or early evening, Shirley 
Needham will provide directions and/or guide service.  
 This is an opportunity to grab!!!  If you get lost, here is Shirley’s phone: (574) 223-3801.  

PROGRAM: TUESDAY EVENING, SEPTEMBER 26, AT 7:30 PM AT THE BLUE LION COFFEE HOUSE IN PIERCETON. 
 The program is to be announced.  (No information by press time. Ed.)  

Your Help Needed to Save Arctic Refuge! 
      The fight over the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is 
heating up  -- YOUR HELP NEEDED IN AUGUST & 
SEPTEMBER!  Audubon is making a big push to save 
the pristine wilderness in Alaska from destructive oil 
drilling, and you can help!    
      After 25 years of fighting, our last best chance to 
protect the refuge will be in the House of Representa-
tives on a vote quickly approaching in September.  In 
August, members of Congress, that will be casting 

deciding votes, will be back home talking with their 
constituents – like you!  All Audubon chapters and 
Audubon members around the country will be using 
this opportunity to weigh in with their members of 
Congress and fight at this critical time for one of the 
most pristine places left in America!   
      Critically important targets in the House of Repre-
sentatives include: Bradley (NH), Ehlers (MI), Freling- 
huysen (NJ), Ferguson (NJ), Smith (NJ), LoBiondo   
(NJ), Gilchrest (MD), Kelly (NY), Kennedy (MN), Kirk 
(IL), Gerlach (PA),                  (continue on page 3) 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
David Hicks, President 
Phone: 260-982-2471 

E-mail: djhicks@manchester.edu 
Tippecanoe Audubon Web Site 

www.tippeaudubon.org 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 The Tippecanoe Audubon Society supports conservation and 
environmental education to promote appreciation, understanding, 
and preservation of birds, other wildlife, and diverse ecosystems for 
present and future generations. 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER —  DAVID HICKS   
 
 Tippecanoe Audubon, like most other conser-
vation organizations, runs almost totally on volunteer 
power.  I am writing this month to ask the help of the 
members in finding volunteers to achieve some im-
portant goals for the organization. 
            One of the most important positions in TAS is 
that of newsletter editor.  Parks Adams has ably ful-
filled that post since December, 2003.  He has done a 
great job in finding interesting material to fill Tippe-
Topics, making it look good, and getting each issue 
ready to go out to members in a timely way. However, 
Parks retired a few years ago, and is now planning a 
move out of the area.   
 Consequently, we will need to find a new edi-
tor sometime in the next few months. What skills are 
needed?  Probably the most important one is sensitiv-

ity to the needs of readers.  What do TAS members 
want to read about?  What is the clearest and most 
pleasing way to present the information?  No ad-
vanced training in writing or layout is required, but 
some facility with computers is necessary.  If you are 
interested, or know someone who might be, please 
get in touch: djhicks@manchester.edu, 260-982-2471 
or 260-982-5309. 
            Speaking of volunteer opportunities, we also 
could use help in maintaining our sanctuaries.  TAS 
owns 3 preserves near Liberty Mills (just north of 
North Manchester).  These areas have trails that need 
to be kept clear, and trail markers and other signs that 
need work.  These would be great projects for Eagle 
Scouts, college students needing internship credits, 
and service organizations looking for worthy pro-
jects.  Again, please get in touch if you can help. (I am 
moving to Portland, OR area to be near  family. Ed) 

100 Years Ago: A Law Results From               
A Different Kind of Bird Count. 

By Wilson B. Lutz 
     One of the hallowed traditions of the Tippecanoe 
Audubon Society and many other Audubon groups 
are the annual bird counts. Only the most forbidding 
and dangerous weather can interrupt these annual 
events. 
      Data gathered during annual Christmas and 
spring bird counts reflects changes in bird populations 
over the years and provides valuable information as 
to how particular species are doing. One could hope 
that data on plummeting populations of particular 
birds could lead to corrective measures that would 
help lead to the long-time survival of the species. 
       Back in the early 1900s, Frank Chapman, one of 
a leading naturalist and conservationist of the time, 
decided to do a special kind of bird count. He didn't 

need a spotting scope or even  binoculars. He simply 
took a stroll down the streets of New York City and 
counted all of the stuffed birds he saw  on ladies' hats. 
This was at a time when laws protecting birds did not 
exist. Francis Clines, writing in a recent edition of the 
New York Times lists some of the birds Frank Chap-
man saw on his Manhattan "count": two Red-headed 
woodpeckers, nine Baltimore orioles, five Blue jays, 
twenty--one Common terns, a Saw-whet owl, and one 
Prairie hen. Altogether, Chapman identified 40 spe-
cies and 174 individual birds. A hat that one woman 
was wearing had mounted on it an owl's head, four or 
five warblers, and several hummingbirds!  
     It was due to observations such as those of Frank 
Chapman that led to the Migratory Bird Act and the 
cessation of the slaughter of migratory birds for milli-
nery purposes. Can bird counts make a difference? 
Indeed they can.   August 1, 2005 

 Thousands of tired, nerve-shaken, over-civilized people are beginning to find out that going to 
the mountains is going home; that wildness is a necessity; and that mountain parks and reservations 
are useful not only as fountains of timber and irrigating rivers, but as fountains of life. –John Muir, 
naturalist, explorer, and writer (1838-1914) 
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    ATTENTION! — IF YOU ARE ONLY A                    
NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY (NAS) MEMBER.  

    As you know with national membership you re-
ceive the Audubon magazine and automatically 
become a member of the local chapter, Tippeca-
noe Audubon Society (TAS). However, due to re-
cent restructuring at NAS, the local chapter now 
gets none of your national dues.  
    Hence, our local chapter, TAS, has established 
a chapter-only membership called Friends of Tip-
pecanoe Audubon (FTA) which you may wish to  
join. Annual dues are $30 and should be sent to 
Wilson Lutz, Membership Chair. (see  address on 
pg 3.) 
    These dues allow us to continue sending you 
our monthly newsletter, Tippe-Topics, offer fine 
programs, field trips, and manage our 50 acres of 
nature preserves for your unlimited use. 
    Please consider joining “Friends of Tippecanoe 
Audubon.” Another option, instead of joining FTA, 
would be to send $10/year to cover the cost of 
sending you the Tippe-Topics newsletter.   
          Thanks !!  

Artic Refuge (continued from page 1) (Reichert (WA), 
Schwarz (MI), Ramstad (MN), Castle (DE ), Bass 
(NH), Boehlert (NY), Johnson (IL), Shays (CT), Sim-
mons (CT), Johnson (CT), Leach (IA), Saxton (NJ), 
Fitzpatrick (PA), Walsh (NY), Bartlett (MD), and Inglis 
(SC).    
      Even if your lawmaker is not represented above, 
please make a point to call, write or e-mail your 
elected officials today!  Every member of Congress 
will be voting on this measure and right now, it’s too 
close to call. 
      Contact information for our US Congressman is: 
 Congressman Dan Burton 
 2185 Rayburn HOB 
 Washington, DC 20515 
 202-225-2276 or in IN 1-800-382-6020 
 FAX: 202-225-0016      
      Log on to Audubon’s special “Protect the Arctic” 
website – accessed via www.audubon.org, or contact 
Desiree Groves in Audubon’s public policy office in 
Washington, DC at 202-861-2242 ext 3038 or by 
email (dgroves@audubon.org) to find out more about 
how you can help! 

ATTENTION: ALL READERS  
 An examination of our mailing list indicates that the memberships of many Friends of Tippecanoe 
Audubon (FTA) are due to expire this summer. Please look at the expiration date located just above your 
mailing address on this newsletter. If your membership is due to expire, now would be a good time to renew. 
 Just send $30.00 to the membership chair, at the following address: 

            Wilson B. Lutz, membership chair 
                 806 East Second Street, extended 

       North Manchester, IN 46962 
 The following form may be used if you wish: 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut along here - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Name ________________________________ 

Street or P.O. Box ____________________ 

City _______________________________ 

State & Zip __________________________ 

Amount Enclosed $ _____________  Date ___________________ 
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut along here - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 IF  YOUR MEMBERSHIP IN THE LOCAL CHAPTER IS STRICTLY BY REASON OF YOUR MEM-
BERSHIP IN THE NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY SEE MAILING LABEL ON THE AUDUBON MAGAZINE 
FOR THE EXPIRATION DATE AND IF DUE MAKE YOUR REMITTANCE OF $35 DIRECTLY  TO :   NATIO-
TIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY, PO BOX 52509, BOULDER, CO 80321-2509. 
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Note: The BIRD OF THE MONTH by David Eiler will return next month with the House Finch. — Ed. 

Those Astounding Bird Sounds! 
By Wilson B. Lutz 

      Like we humans, birds can make noises in a vari-
ety of ways. The sweet whistling sounds they make 
originate in a double organ called the syrinx located 
where the windpipe branches off into the individual 
lungs. Each half is under separate nervous control so 
that the bird can sing more than one tone at a time. 
The volume of the sound can also be controlled indi-
vidually.  
      Birds can also make sounds by hammering with 
their beaks (woodpeckers) or by beating with their 
wings (prairie chickens, etc.) When nighthawks swoop 
upward from their spectacular dives, their wings make 
a characterstic whooshing sound. Mourning doves 
make brief whistling noises with their wings when they 
"take off".  
      However, ornithologists were hardly prepared for 
what they experienced in the Ecuadorian rain forest. 
They were dumbfounded when they observed birds 
called Club-winged Manakins making loud, clear 
sounds for all the world like a violin. The sound has a 
rather high pitch at about 1400 cycles per second. 
You can get a good idea of the pitch of this sound by 
going to a piano. Count up sixty-two keys from the left 

side of the piano and play the note.  
      The manakins make this sound by raising their 
wings so that the wings touch above their backs. 
Then they rub them together furiously at a speed of 
about 100 rubs per second. This is about twice as fast 
as humming birds beat their wings. However, it took 
high speed photography and detailed laboratory work 
to determine how the sound is actually produced. It 
seems that the Club-winged Manakin has two 
"abnormal" feathers in the middle of each wing. The 
central spine of one of these feathers has a rough 
area that consists of seven small projections. The 
other feather has a sharp edge and is constructed 
somewhat like a sounding board. As the bird rakes 
the sharp edge of the one feather back and forth 
across the seven projections of the other feather, a 
loud, high pitched sound is produced.  
      No doubt, the female manakin bases her choice of 
mate on the qualities of this high pitched but very mu-
sical sound. This way of producing sound is very simi-
lar to the methods used by crickets, cicadas, locusts, 
etc. but is clearly uncommon in the bird world. 
     Sources: Carl Zimmer, New York Times, August 2, 
2005, p. D3. Bob Holmes at www.member.fortunecity. 
com/templarer/virtuoso. 



 

TIPPE-TOPICS 
NEWSLETTER OF  THE Tippecanoe AUDUBON SOCIETY 

Cass, Fulton, Kosciusko, Marshall, Miami, Noble, Wabash, Whitley Counties, Indiana 

Volume XXXI, Number 10, October, 2005 

Coming events 
October 2005 

Regular Tippecanoe Audubon Society (TAS) Events: 
   MONTHLY PROGRAM MEETING on 4th Tuesday at 7:30PM except in December (Christmas Dinner).  
          Program meetings are held at the Blue Lion Coffee House in Pierceton, Indiana. 
   MONTHLY BOARD MEETING on 2sd Tuesday at 7:15PM except December. TAS members are welcome. 
          Board meetings are at Timbercrest Senior Living Community in North Manchester, Indiana. 
   MONTHLY FIELD TRIPS, the time and place to be announced. Everyone is welcome. 

A DIFFERENT KIND OF FIELD TRIP: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22, AT 4:30 PM AT FLORY-GEMMER WOODS. 
 We have planned a late evening outing at the Flory-Gemmer Woods Sanctuary just east of Liberty 
Mills, IN. This woodland is over 20 acres in size and is becoming more beautiful every year! It offers an excel-
lent opportunity to at least hear owls, if not see them and also provides excellent habitat for late warbler mi-
grants and many other species. 
 As you know, birds are more active in the evening than they are right after lunch. In fact, the last time I  
visited the Flory-Gemmer Woods, I was there into the evening hours and the bird activity picked up dramati-
cally. There is food and cover for a great number of species. The property is laced with approximately 1 mile 
of trails, all of which are mowed for easy walking. This is a GREAT nature preserve. Join us to learn, join us 
for fun. No set  time to end this event. Some will stay into the dark. 
 This will be a special event, and offers an excellent opportunity to learn bird songs.  Bring a flashlight,  
and wear heavier clothes than you think you need. 
 Directions: From SR 13 north of North Manchester take the marked turnoff into Liberty Mills. Go east 
through Liberty Mills and continue east 1.6 mi. (the road  winds a bit) to CR 500 E. Turn north and go 1/4 mi. 
to the sanctuary on the left. There is off-road parking. 

PROGRAM: TUESDAY EVENING, OCTOBER 25, AT 7:30 PM AT THE BLUE LION COFFEE HOUSE IN PIERCETON. 
 Scott Stan, professor of Health & Physical Education at Manchester College, will be giving a power 
point presentation entitled: “Australian Amazing Avifauna”. He has been to Australia five times, three times as 
a coach for a girls’ soccer team. He said he made good use of the early morning hours in Australia birding. 

CLIMATE WARNING AS SIBERIA MELTS 
      The world's largest frozen peat bog is melting. An 
area stretching for a million square kilometres across 
the permafrost of western Siberia is turning into a 
mass of shallow lakes as the ground melts.  
      The sudden melting of a bog the size of France 
and Germany combined could unleash billions of tons 
of methane, a potent greenhouse gas, into the atmos-
phere. This news comes from Sergei Kirpotin, a bota-
nist at Tomsk State University, Russia, and Judith 
Marquand at the University of Oxford. 
      Kirpotin describes an "ecological landslide that is 
probably irreversible and is undoubtedly connected to 
climatic warming". He says that the entire western 
Siberian sub-Arctic region has begun to melt, and this 

"has all happened in the last three or four years". 
      Western Siberia has warmed faster than almost 
anywhere else on the planet, with an increase in aver-
age temperatures of some 3 °C [5+ °F] in the last 40 
years. The warming is believed to be a combination of 
man-made climate change, a cyclical change in at-
mospheric circulation known as the Arctic oscillation, 
plus feedbacks caused by melting ice, which exposes 
bare ground and ocean. These absorb more solar 
heat than white ice and snow. 
      Similar warming has also been taking place in 
Alaska where Jon Pelletier of the University of Ari-
zona in Tucson reported a major expansion of lakes 
on the North Slope fringing the Artic Ocean.                           
      Siberia's peat bogs formed   (continue on pg 2)
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
David Hicks, President 
Phone: 260-982-2471 

E-mail: djhicks@manchester.edu 
Tippecanoe Audubon Web Site 

www.tippeaudubon.org 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 The Tippecanoe Audubon Society supports conservation and 
environmental education to promote appreciation, understanding, 
and preservation of birds, other wildlife, and diverse ecosystems for 
present and future generations. 

 The past year’s news shows how changing 
human use of the environment has increased the ef-
fects of natural disasters.  The devastation caused by 
Hurricane Katrina is a good example. 
 It has been realized for decades that New Or-
leans is very vulnerable to flooding and the effect of 
storm surges.  The city has, of course, always been 
near sea level and located between the Mississippi 
River and Lake Ponchartrain.  This has been exasper-
ated by the huge amount of sediment deposited by 
the outflow of the river.  The sediments deposited in a 
single day average hundreds of thousands of tons. (In 
some years, sediment deposition has been over a mil-
lion tons per day.)  These enormous deposits are ac-
tually substantial enough in weight to locally depress 
the earth’s crust and cause the level of the land to 
drop relative to the ocean. Although the coast has 
been sinking due to this deposition, the net effect until 
recently has been to increase the extent of the delta. 
Geologists estimate that this process has pushed the 
Louisiana coast southwards by as much as 50 miles 
in the past 5,000 years. 
 However, human activities in the Mississippi 
basin have changed this picture in another way.  The 
river drains 41% of the area of the lower 48 states.  In 
much of its drainage basin, agriculture is a major in-
dustry and human populations are large and grow-
ing.  These activities have induced the construction of 
reservoirs for erosion and flood control, and for water 
supplies.  
 These activities are beneficial for upstream 

communities, but they have caused problems in the 
delta area.  The problem arises because reservoirs 
trap sediments that would otherwise make their way 
down the river and be deposited at its mouth.  
 Another factor that makes the loss of coastal 
land worse is the channelization of the Mississippi in 
the delta area.  This has been done for two purposes. 
One is to build levees to protect New Orleans and 
other Louisiana communities.  The other is to prevent 
the lower Mississippi from changing its course, which 
would leave New Orleans landlocked. Channelization 
increases the speed of water flow through the delta. 
Result: much of the sediment is carried to the Gulf 
instead of being deposited in the delta. 
 Both the reservoir construction and channeli-
zation alterations mean that the coastline, instead of 
growing into the Gulf of Mexico due to deposition, has 
been receding.  The estimated rate of loss in recent 
decades has been about 1000 acres, or 1.7% of the 
delta area, per year.  About 2000 square miles have 
been lost since construction of the levee system after 
the 1927 floods.  Unfortunately, the lost wetland areas  
are a major buffer against storm surges pushing 
inland and up the lower reaches of the river. 
 This story indicates the problem that humans 
face in modifying the environment.  Building dams 
and channeling the lower Mississippi had positive 
economic effects in the short run, but had enormous 
negative consequences decades later. 
 For more information see:  
       http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20050908/sc_afp/
usweathererosion  and  http://www.lacoast.gov/geography/
mr/index.asp 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER —  DAVID HICKS 

(Siberia - continued from pg 1) 11,000 years ago at 
the end of the last ice age. Since then they have been 
generating methane, most of which has been trapped 
within the permafrost. Larry Smith of the University of 
California estimates that the Siberian bog alone con-
tains some 70 billion tons of methane, a quarter of all 
the methane stored on the land surface worldwide. 
      His colleague Karen Frey says if the bogs dry out 
as they warm, the methane will oxidize and escape 
into the air as carbon dioxide. But if the bogs remain 
wet, as is the case in western Siberia today, then the 

methane will be released straight into the atmos-
phere. Methane is 20 times as potent a greenhouse 
gas as carbon dioxide. 
      In May this year, Katey Walter of the University of 
Alaska  told a meeting of the Arctic Research Consor-
tium of the US that she had found methane hotspots 
in eastern Siberia, where the gas was bubbling from 
thawing permafrost so fast it was preventing the sur-
face from freezing, even in the midst of winter. 
       (Condensed from an article in the New Scientist 
Magazine, 11 August 2005, by Fred Pearce. — Ed.) 
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ATTENTION: ALL READERS  
 An examination of our mailing list indicates that the memberships of many Friends of Tippecanoe 
Audubon (FTA) are have expired this summer. Please look at the expiration date located just above your 
mailing address on this newsletter. If your membership is due to expire, now would be a good time to renew. 
 Just send $30.00 to the membership chair, at the following address: 

            Wilson B. Lutz, membership chair 
                 806 East Second Street, extended 

       North Manchester, IN 46962 
 The following form may be used if you wish: 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut along here - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Name ________________________________ 

Street or P.O. Box ____________________ 

City _______________________________ 

State & Zip __________________________ 

Amount Enclosed $ _____________  Date ___________________ 
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut along here - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 IF  YOUR MEMBERSHIP IN THE LOCAL CHAPTER IS STRICTLY BY REASON OF YOUR MEM-
BERSHIP IN THE NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY SEE MAILING LABEL ON THE AUDUBON MAGAZINE 
FOR THE EXPIRATION DATE AND, IF DUE, MAKE YOUR REMITTANCE OF $35 DIRECTLY  TO : 

 NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY, PO BOX 52509, BOULDER, CO 80321-2509. 

House Finch, Carpodacus mexicanus: Bird of the Month            (continued from pg 4) 

streaked sides.  The male Purple Finch has a deep 
raspberry color on most of the head and onto the 
hindneck, with a peaked crown.  The Cassin's Finch 
male has a conical beak with a nearly straight cul-
men.  The Cassin's bright red crown (possibly also 
peaked) contrasts sharply with the pinkish color of the 
face and chin.  The pink color fades upon the breast 
into finely streaked sides. 
      In females, the Purple Finch has a strong facial 
pattern with a bold white eyebrow and a white mous-
tache.  Her under tail coverts are usually white with no 
streaks.  The female Cassin's Finch has undertail cov-
erts with well-defined dark streaks against a white 
background.  Female House Finches have a plain 
face.  Project FeederWatch of Cornell Lab of Ornithol-
ogy has excellent information, including pictures, in 

telling these three species apart. 
      A bacterial infectious disease, mycoplasmal con-
junctivitis, which causes blindness and death, may 
limit the population increase of House Finches. This 
disease was first seen in eastern populations in 1996 
and just reached epidemical proportions in the north-
west in early 2004.  The disease has spread to other 
species, especially goldfinches.  The Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology is seeking people to join in their House 
Finch Disease Survey to better document the geo-
graphic range and prevalence of this disease in 
House Finches. 
      Sources: Chipper Woods Bird Observatory, Cor-
nell Lab of Ornithology, House Finch Disease Survey, 
& House Finch 1999 Project FeederWatch. 

Destroying species is like tearing pages out of an unread book, written in a language 
 humans hardly know how to read, about the place where they live. 

   — Holmes Rolston III,  professor of philosophy (1932- ) 
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HOUSE FINCH, Carpodacus mexicanus: BIRD OF THE MONTH 
By Jennifer Lyn Schall 

      The House Finch originated in the Western United 
States and Mexico. In the 1940's  House Finches 
were being sold illegally as "Hollywood Finches".  To 
avoid prosecution, the birds were released on Long 
Island. By 1943, these House Finches were breeding 
in the New York area; by 1971, populations extended 
along the coast from New England to North Carolina. 
Sporadically seen in Indiana by the mid-70s; the 
House Finch was first recorded on an Indiana Audu-
bon Society May bird count in 1981. 
      Having increased dramatically, the House Finch is 
now found in most of the United Sates and Southern 
Canada.  Wild individuals can live up to ten years, as 
shown by banding studies.  The birds do well with  
human populations, thriving with cultivated gardens 
and backyard feeders (they prefer small sunflower 
seeds).   Both the western and eastern populations 
are expanding and now meet in the Great Plains. 
California House Finches have more complex songs 
than their eastern counterparts. The introduced east-
ern populations have developed migratory behavior 
not seen in the west. The spread of House Finches 
may contribute to the decline of the House Sparrow in 
the Northeast. 

      House finches have short convex bills adapted to 
a diet of seeds and fruits. The adult male may vary in 
color from pale yellow to orange to bright red.  This 
color comes from the amount of carotenoid pigments 
that the birds eat during the molting period.  In some 
regions of the west, flocking House Finches are con-
sidered pests, feeding so much upon buds, flowers, 
and fruits that they can cause economic damage to 
orchards.  Females prefer brightly colored red males.  
The brightly colored males survive the winter better 
than dull colored males, although Hawaiian males 
(called the papaya bird) lack the red color, due to their 
specific diet!  
      Nests are built in shrubs and in human created 
areas; such as the eaves of buildings.  The female 
constructs a nest and lays between 2 to 6 eggs.  The 
eggs hatch in about 2 weeks.  Both parents care for 
their young. 
      Species similar in appearance are the Purple and 
Cassin's Finch. In some regions of the West, all three 
species can be found.  The male House Finch has a 
slimmer body, a stubby bill with a curved culmen, and 
a brown cap with a headband of red.  The red of the 
breast fades  into conspicuous       (continue on pg 3)



Regular Tippecanoe Audubon Society (TAS) Events: 
   MONTHLY PROGRAM MEETING on 4th Tuesday at 7:30PM except in December (Christmas Dinner).  
          Program meetings are held at the Blue Lion Coffee House in Pierceton, Indiana. 
   MONTHLY BOARD MEETING on 2sd Tuesday at 7:15PM except December. TAS members are welcome. 
          Board meetings are at Timbercrest Senior Living Community in North Manchester, Indiana. 
   MONTHLY FIELD TRIPS, the time and place to be announced. Everyone is welcome. 
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Coming events 
November 2005 

PROGRAM: TUESDAY EVENING, NOVEMBER 22, AT 7:30PM AT THE BLUE LION COFFEE HOUSE IN PIERCETON. 
 Snakes Alive! is the title of a PowerPoint slide presentation by our Paul Steffen concerning snake 
species in Indiana. Bring your questions and bring your friends for a fun and informative evening. 
 Paul’s impressive expertise in wildlife  biology comes from his life-long study and love of nature. He 
has photographed nature for 40 years with  more than 30,000 slides in his collection. For 17 years he pro-
duced and presented environmental education programs to more than 300,000 elementary school children in 
northern Indiana. 

FIELD TRIP: SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 26, AT 1:30 PM AT TRI COUNTY FISH & GAME PRESERVE. 
 It’s Tri County in November. Over 3,000 acres of game preserve with numerous ponds and lakes! 
There is old-growth timber in a few spots, as well as open prairie and wetlands. We will be looking for late mi-
gratory ducks: Common Goldeneye, Baldpate (American Widgeon), Wood Duck & mergansers. There will be 
the smaller winter birds too, probably including kinglets, some of the sparrows, nuthatches, (red breasted if 
we’re lucky) and maybe even Brown Creepers. It’s like fishing. Sometimes we “catch” something really un-
usual and special; sometimes we don’t catch much at all — but we always enjoy the search. There will be at 
least one tripod-mounted scope for long distance ducks, etc.  
 Bring the whole neighborhood, and wear more clothes than you think you need. Boots too, as there 
are likely to be some soft spots. Meet at the Wawasee Middle School on Hwy. 13, located at the first stop light 
south of Syracuse on the  east side of road in the parking lot at 1:30 PM. 

SAVE TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13TH, FOR ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER & SLIDE FEST! 
It will be held at the Manchester College Student Union.  More info in the December Tippe-Topics. 
SAVE SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17TH, TENTATIVE DATE FOR THE WINTER BIRD COUNT! 

Donald Bremer,                  Akron 
Deborah Brettin,           Plymouth 
E. L. Davis,                         Lagro 
Wayne Frushour,          Plymouth 
Glennis Gregory,          Leesburg 
Norma Hassel,               Warsaw 
Gladys Hlavacek ,        Plymouth 
Emery Kaufman,            Bremen 

Robert Lichtenwalter,     Warsaw 
Loren McCollough,       Plymouth 
Corey McEntire,       LaFountaine 
E. Niswander,       N. Manchester 
Brian Parker,                  Warsaw 
Dorothy Paul,               Plymouth 
Karen Pyle,                        Lagro 
Kenneth Ross,             Syracuse 

John Schetzsle,               Wabash 
Rosemary Stokes,            Bremen 
Jean Teevan,            Winona Lake 
Tom Teghtmeyer               Bremen 
Betty Uceny,                   Plymouth 
Lori Wade,              Columbia City 
Nathan Winslow ,            Warsaw 
 

New members to Tippecanoe Audubon from National in last 3 months. Welcome!  

   Autumn is a second spring when every leaf is a flower. 
           -Albert Camus, writer and philosopher (1913-1960)  
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  Last month I wrote about Hurricane 
Katrina and environmental issues, mostly those di-
rectly involving the Gulf Coast area.  This month I will 
consider the connection between hurricanes and 
global climate. 
 According to the US National Hurricane Cen-
ter/Tropical Prediction Center, "thus far in 2005 
(August), there have been 12 named storms and four 
hurricanes.  These numbers are well above the long-
term averages of 4.4 storms and 2.1 hurricanes that 
would normally have formed by this date." 
 The recent increase in global temperatures is 
well documented.  Air temperatures have increased 
by 1.1°F in the past century, and about 0.7°F over the 
past 25 years.  Is there a connection between the 
temperature increase and hurricanes? 
 It makes sense that an increase in global tem-
perature would lead to an increase in the frequency or 
intensity of hurricanes.  The energy source that drives 
the intense, circulating air patterns of hurricanes is 
heat supplied by the warm waters of the Atlantic, and 
ocean temperatures have also increased over the 
past century, by about 0.3°F. 
 While this increase may seem trivial, it repre-
sents an enormous amount of energy that is stored in 
the upper layers of the ocean.  Unusual weather pat-
terns related to high ocean temperatures seem to be 
on the increase.  For instance, El Niño events, due to 
warming in the eastern Pacific, have become more 

frequent and more intense in the past few decades, 
as compared to the record for the past century. A 
study recently published in the scientific journal Na-
ture found that hurricanes and typhoons have become 
more intense over the past 30 years. The increase in 
intensity correlates with increased ocean tempera-
tures.  Another study, published in the journal Sci-
ence, found that the number of hurricanes per year 
has remained constant, but the frequency of category 
4 and 5 storms has increased. 
 While the evidence does seem to implicate 
global warming in increased hurricane intensity, a 
conclusive decision on the role of global temperatures 
still seems to be premature.  The problems in reach-
ing a clear decision are two: First, hurricane frequent- 
cy has changed significantly during the last century, 
without a clear relationship to the trend in ocean tem-
perature.  For instance, the 1940’s and 50’s had high 
storm activity, and the 1970’s and 80’s had lower lev-
els.  This suggests some as yet unknown cyclic proc-
ess may affect hurricanes. 
 Secondly, the record of storm frequency and 
intensity is relatively short.  Observations from satel-
lite photos, the most definitive way to collect global 
storm data, stretch back only about three decades. 
Unfortunately, this is too short a period to understand 
the relationship between global warming and storm 
frequency or intensity. 
 For more information: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/
hi/science/nature/4276242.stm, http://www.time.com/
time/archive/preview/0,10987,1109337,00.html 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER —  DAVID HICKS 

Condors to return to San Diego 
      SAN DIEGO, California (AP) October 11, 2005, -- 
California condors are expected to return soon to the 
skies over San Diego County, nearly a century after 
they disappeared. 
      Scientists say condors released in Mexico three 
years ago have made exploratory flights within 15 
miles of the United States, and they believe the birds 
will cross the border in the next few months.  "I 
thought it would be several years from now," said 
Mike Wallace, a team leader with the California Con-
dor Recovery Program. 
      The condor is North  America's  biggest  bird,  with 

 
 wingspans up to 9 feet. It could once be found from 
coast to coast, but hunting, pesticides and develop-
ment drove the birds to the brink of extinction. The 
last documented sighting of a free-flying condor in 
San Diego was in 1910. 
      Eleven condors are exploring the mountain ridge 
that leads them toward the U.S.-Mexico border. The 
goal is to have condors released in central California 
meet up with the population living in Mexico. To date, 
the 40 to 50 birds released in central California have 
flown as far south as the San Bernardino Mountains, 
east of Los Angeles. 



Raven, Corvus corax: Bird of the Month        (continued from page 4) 
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Their voice can vary greatly from baritone croaks to high 
bell-like notes.  Crows voice, "carrr" or "caaw". 
      Unlike crows, ravens tend to sail on the wind with flat 
wings, using fewer and shallower wing beats (crows do not 
soar).  Ravens enjoy gliding in circles high above the tree 
tops. They are often seen in pairs while crows are more 
frequently sighted in large flocks.   However, when there is 
an abundant food source, ravens have been observed in 
roosts of over 2,000 individuals, remaining together for sev-
eral months, more commonly fall and winter. As 
competitors, ravens and crows are not often found to-
gether. 
      The Chihuahuan Raven is found in southwestern Texas 
and into central Mexico.  It is generally a smaller bird with a 
higher pitched voice than the Common Raven.  The Chi-
huahuan Raven has a shorter bill with longer nasal feathers 
that extend over half of the bill, where as the Common Ra-
ven has nasal feathers  extending less than half way along 
the bill.  The white on the base of the Chihuahuan Raven's 
neck feathers can be seen when these feathers are ex-
posed by the wind or during preening.  This raven dis-
places crows in the southwestern desert. 
      I love ravens because they are such amazing acrobats 
in the air, completing somersaults and rolling in the harsh 
wind off the ocean.  Displays of dives and rolls are espe-
cially observed during the beginning of the breeding sea-
son.  A report on the Cornell Ornithology  website included 
a raven seen flying upside down for one kilometer! 
      Ravens have been seen yanking the tails of cats and 
dogs and even  pecking  their victim's noses (Common 
Raven by James Coe, 2001 Cornell Laboratory of 
Ornithology). 
      Breeding pairs remain together all year.  They are terri-
torial and try to keep all other ravens out of their territory. 
Young ravens that discover a carcass will call other ravens 
into the food source.  This behavior is thought to help the 
young ravens resist the resident pairs efforts to exclude 
them from the food. 
     Ravens build stick nests in treetops, on cliffs, and atop 
utility poles.  The nest is 2 to 4 foot in diameter, lined   with 
softer materials, such as grasses, moss, animal fur (wool), 
and mud. Eggs are laid between mid-February to late 
May.  The female has been observed to cover her eggs 
with the wool before leaving her nest.  Her eggs are green-
ish to blue in color with brown blotches. 

      The female incubates her three to seven eggs for three 
weeks.  Her partner feeds her.  The eggs hatch and the 
young fledge after three weeks. The young are born pied 
black with white marking resembling those of the Chihua-
huan Raven, a pattern  quickly outgrown. Both parents feed 
the young.  The fledglings can remain with their parents for 
up to six months.  Young ravens are highly curious and use 
their beaks to roll  and play with new objects. 
      As opportunistic omnivores, the young eat anything that 
their parents bring them.  Dinner can be carrion, small ani-
mals like field mice and nestlings, worms, grubs, insects, 
fruit, eggs, seeds and trash.  Ravens are known to follow 
predators and to patrol roads in search of carrion. 
      Associated with the bison and wolves of the Great              
Plains grasslands, populations of the Common Raven de-
clined with the disappearance of bison and wolves from 
these regions and  almost disappeared from the northeast-
ern United States by the early 20th century. range. Today, 
ravens have returned to most of their past range and   do-
ing well in human environments, especially in the 
west.  Their increasing population does threaten sensitive 
prey species such as desert tortoises and Least Terns. 
      Unlike myself some people may find ravens to be an-
noying pests as well as threatening to endangered spe-
cies.  Ravens have been credited with acts from stealing 
golf balls to causing power outages.  They have been 
blamed for fouling satellite dishes at the Goldstone Deep 
Space Site, peeling radar absorbent material off buildings 
at the China Lake Naval Weapons center, pecking holes in 
airplane wings (Common Raven Cornell Lab of Ornithology 
All About Birds). I  keep these concerns in mind, but I still 
nurture a hearty appreciation for ravens, shared by other 
naturalists, park rangers, and science teachers I worked 
with in California. 
      A fellow naturalist teaching 5th and 6th grade students 
at the Los Angeles County Outdoor Science School shared 
this story with his students in appreciation of the raven's 
talents:  Once he had been hiking with a group of students 
through the snow when they came upon a raven standing 
on a drift.  Mitch hushed his students and they watched as 
the raven walked up to the edge of the ridge of snow.  The 
raven surveyed the scene.  Then, it plopped on its belly 
and slid down the slope.  At the base of the drift, the raven 
walked back up the snow to test its slide again. 
 

 ACTION ALERT:  The Senate needs strong, informed 
public input in the remaining weeks before it takes up  
a damaging rewrite of the Endangered Species Act 
(ESA) that was passed by the House on 9/28/2005. 
     The new House bill would 1)  exempt all pesticide 
decisions from compliance with ESA for 5 yrs, 2)
require taxpayers to pay landowners for profits they 
might realize had they pursued destructive develop-

ment prohibited by ESA regulations.  If compensation 
is not paid, the government could not enforce the act.  
In essence, taxpayers would pay property owners not 
to pollute or destroy critical habitat. 
      PLEASE CALL YOUR INDIANA SENATORS at 
1-800-828-0498 and ask for the Senator’s office and 
ask that the  Senator to  vote for keeping an effective    
Endangered Species Act.     Thank you ! - Ed. 
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The Raven:  In the Wild, Myths, and Poe. 
      The raven has been described as an erratic wanderer, 
and is common in the west and abundant in the North-
west.  After being around ravens for 13 years in the moun-
tains of California, where crows were not seen, I was sadly 
surprised to discover that ravens are not commonly found 
in Indiana!  This was another surprising 
reminder that I only recently moved back to the Midwest, 
returning to the community where I had spent most of my 
childhood. Ravens are such magical and mystical birds to 
me that it was an easy choice for this Halloween issue. 
      Ravens are part of the Corvid family of birds along with 
magpies, jays, and crows.  These are the largest of the 
perching birds and they share the traits of a harsh voice, 
strong all-purpose beaks, and intelligence.  The Common 
Raven and the Chihuahuan Raven both are found in North 
America. 
      The raven is an important figure in mythology and lit-
erature.  You probably recall the poem “The Raven” by Ed-
gar Allan Poe.  Ravens feature in Shakespeare and in sto-
ries as a bearer of bad omens. To the Native Americans in 
the Pacific Northwest, the raven is both a deity and a trick-
ster figure.  In Norse mythology, Odin sends out a pair of 
ravens at sunrise each day to learn what is happening in 
the world.  The pair returns to sit on Odin's shoulders 
and update him on the happenings in the world.  The 

prophet Elijah was sent ravens while he was in the desert 
to assist him (Common Raven, 10/ 2001, adapted from The 
Birds of Texas by John L. Tveten). 
      Ravens are found within a wide range of altitudes and 
habitats in the Northern Hemisphere, from the Arctic, tem-
perate, and desert environments.  The species is found 
across North America and Eurasia, southward into Central 
America and Northern Africa. 
      Both male and female Common Ravens are gloss 
black with a distinctive fringe of longer feathers at their 
throat and neck (hackles).  Feathers have a purplish-blue 
iridescence.  The raven has a long heavy beak that is 
slightly curved on top.  The beak and legs are black.  The 
raven's long tail is wedge-shaped, which distinguishes the 
raven in flight from hawks and crows.  The raven is gener-
ally three times as long as a robin, from 22 to 27 inches in 
length, and is larger than a crow. A raven’s wingspan can 
be over 4 feet. 
      Still, crows and ravens can be confused for each other. 
Distinguishing features include differences in their beaks 
and tails.  American and Northwestern crows have slightly 
rounded short tails. Crows appear slimmer than ravens, 
with a shorter, thinner beak.  A crow has rounded, broad 
wings.                  
      The voices of the raven and crow differ.  Ravens have 
a croaking call of, "rrrock, rrrock."  (continue on pg 3) 



TIPPE-TOPICS 
NEWSLETTER OF  THE Tippecanoe AUDUBON SOCIETY 

Cass, Fulton, Kosciusko, Marshall, Miami, Noble, Wabash, Whitley Counties, Indiana 

Coming events 

Regular Tippecanoe Audubon Society (TAS) Events: 
   MONTHLY PROGRAM MEETING on 4th Tuesday at 7:30pm except in December (Christmas Dinner).  
          Program meetings are held at the Blue Lion Coffee House in Pierceton, Indiana. 
   MONTHLY BOARD MEETING on 2nd Tuesday at 7:15pm except December. TAS members are welcome. 
          Board meetings are at Timbercrest Senior Living Community in North Manchester, Indiana. 
   MONTHLY FIELD TRIPS, the time and place to be announced. Everyone is welcome. 
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AUDUBON CHRISTMAS DINNER, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13, AT 6 PM AT MANCHESTER COLLEGE. 
 The dinner is a buffet in the Upper Student Union which is located on the east side of East Street on 
the campus. Cost is $13.00, which includes tax and tip. Please bring your slides, pictures, and art work done 
in 2005 for sharing after dinner. A projector and screen will be provided.  
 Reservations must be received by Saturday the 10th! To make reservations email David Hicks at 
djhicks@manchester.edu or phone 260-982-2471 or 982-5309.  

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31, DAWN TIL DUSK IN NORTHEASTERN KOSCIUSKO COUNTY. 
 Teams of two or three people will be assigned to designated areas of the 15-mile count circle. Each 
team will have a car with at least one experienced birder to serve as leader and to ensure that identifications 
are accurate. Each team will also have a recorder, who need not be an experienced birder, to record the 
numbers of every species seen. Both experienced and inexperienced birders are needed to help with the 
count.  To join the count contact: David Hicks at djhicks@manchester.edu or phone 260-982-2471 or 982-
5309.  Names of participants are needed by December 21st.   
 Participants are asked to meet at 6:30 AM for breakfast at Hardee’s Restaurant located in Warsaw on 
the south side of US-30. At that time each team will receive a packet of material with instructions, map, and 
forms for recording data. Teams will spend the day counting birds in their assigned areas, taking breaks as 
needed. Team leaders are asked to collect a $5 fee from each team member that must be sent to National 
Audubon to help pay the costs of publishing the results of all 2005 Christmas bird counts.  
 The count will conclude with a supper and count compilation, starting at 5:00 PM, at the home of Deb 
Hustin and David Hicks at 721 North Wayne Street, North Manchester.  Take State Road 13 south, turn left 
on Wayne Street, which borders the west edge of Manchester College campus.  Each team leader should 
bring all count forms and fill them out ready to turn in. Other count participants are welcome. 

Canada Goose Problem Solved ? 
By Wilson B. Lutz  

       We birders often suffer the emotions of "too many 
of these" and "too few of those". Too many starlings, 
English sparrows, cowbirds, Canada geese, house 
finches, etc. Too few long-eared owls, bobwhites, 
snowy owls, bobolinks, whip-poor-wills, etc. Fisher-
men demand that double-crested cormorants be shot 
because too many cormorants are consuming too 
many fish. House finches and starlings gobble up bird 
food intended for more desirable species. Starlings 
take over nesting cavities that native birds could use.  

 
      Canada geese spread their mushy, smelly excre-
ment, at the edges of lakes and ponds. In the latter 
case however, hope is on the way. We already know 
that Canada geese are discouraged by letting vegeta-
tion grow up around the edges of bodies of water. But 
property owners do not always like this solution. In 
Cook County, the county in northern Illinois that in-
cludes Chicago, Canada goose populations had been 
rapidly increasing in the 1980s and 1990s. 
      Beginning around the year 2000, however, the 
increase in goose populations had (continue on pg 2) 
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Phone: 260-982-2471 
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Tippecanoe Audubon Web Site 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
 The Tippecanoe Audubon Society supports conservation and 
environmental education to promote appreciation, understanding, 
and preservation of birds, other wildlife, and diverse ecosystems for 
present and future generations. 

 A new biography by Carol Gould celebrates 
the life of literary naturalist William Beebe.  Although 
not many read his works today, Beebe visited many 
parts of the world and wrote much of interest about a 
wide variety of topics. 
 Beebe was born in Brooklyn, NY in 1877.  He 
developed an interest in nature early in his life, largely 
inspired by visits to the American Museum of Natural 
History.  His first publication, at age 18, was a study 
of the brown creeper.  With the help of the paleontolo-
gist Henry Fairfield Osborn, president of the Museum, 
Beebe established himself with the New York Zoologi-
cal Society.  He obtained a job at the aviary of the zoo 
run by the society. 
 The early 1900s were an interesting time to be 
a naturalist.  Beebe was able to visit areas of the 
world that have changed greatly since his day, and 
produced a first-rate study of the pheasants of the 
world, documented by over 50,000 miles of travel in 
Asia.  This publication, and his ingratiating personal-
ity, gave him entrée into New York high society.  This 
was of great consequence to his later work and travel, 
as he obtained support from wealthy benefactors. 
 Beebe’s travels in the 1920’s and 30’s took 

him mostly to the Neotropics.  He did field work in the 
Guianas, the Caribbean, and the Galapagos.  How-
ever, his best known trip spanned a distance of only a 
bit over half a mile.  However, this trip was straight 
downwards, under the surface of the Atlantic near 
Bermuda.  His descent in a bathysphere established a 
world dive record of 3028 feet.  
 These efforts resulted in publication of a num-
ber of popular books such as “Galapagos: World’s 
End”, “High Jungle” and “Half Mile Down”.  All of 
Beebe’s books are full of amusing, sharp observa-
tions, memorable descriptions, and amusing inci-
dents.  For instance, he compiled some recommenda-
tions for observing tropical wildlife, which included the 
comment, “In jungle work one person is a necessity, 
two are a crowd. The only use for three or four per-
sons is to have them walk ahead in single file, and for 
you yourself suddenly to stop and squat motionless, 
and have the others go on. Animals cannot count, and 
you may escape notice by some of the hundreds of 
watching eyes.” 
 Beebe died in 1962.  His works unfortunately 
are little read today, but they are worth looking into for 
the glimpses that they provide into an era of explora-
tion that has long passed.  A trip to the library is highly 
recommended. 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER —  DAVID HICKS 

(Problem Solved - continued from pg 1)              
fallen to about one percent per year. Some unknown 
factor had stepped in to limit goose population in-
creases. Researchers based at The Ohio State Uni-
versity evidently have found the answer. The halt in 
the goose population increase appears to correlate 
with an increase in the number of coyotes in Cook 
County. Before the coming of the white man, Canada 
goose populations were probably held in check by the 
thick vegetation around ponds and lakes and by the 
presence of such top predators as the cougar and 
wolf. With the coming of the white man, wolves and 
cougars were eliminated from the eastern part of the 
country. Also, pond and lake edges were tidied up 
with short grass lawns right down to the waters edge--
an ideal grazing habitat for the Canada goose. 

 
      Evidently, the wily coyote has now become 
adapted to the role of a new top (or near top) preda-
tor. Ohio State biologists have actually photographed 
coyotes doing their good work. The coyotes steal the 
eggs of the geese, then expertly crack the eggs and 
drain their contents. 
      Coyotes have learned to adapt to civilization quite 
well and are now relatively common in most states. 
They are sufficiently elusive that some actually reside 
within the loop area of Chicago! It appears as though 
the coyote is doing more good than harm. If you or 
yours suffer from an excess of Canada geese, per-
haps the wily coyote will soon come to the rescue. 
      Adapted from an article by Lawrence Downes, 
New York Times, November 8, 2005. 
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Canada Goose, Branta canadensis: Bird of the Month        (continued from page 4) 
kilometers to more than 1,500 km. The winter range of the 
Canada Goose extends from southern Canada to northern 
Mexico and northern Florida. The birds breed in summer 
ranges from central and southeastern Alaska eastward 
across Canada to western Greenland, and southward to 
the central United States. The Canada Goose is found in 
Europe, Asia, and New Zealand. Geese were first intro-
duced in England in St. James's Park as part of the water-
fowl collection of King James II. Some Scandinavian and 
British birds have established their own migration routes. 
      Some populations of Canada Goose are not migrating 
as far South as they used to in the winter. This difference in 
range is variously attributed to increased availability of 
waste grain, hunting seasons, and/or weather changes. 
More recent practices in processing grain have made grain 
more available to feeding geese in the autumn and winter. 
If there is a stable food source, geese do not need to mi-
grate if they can tolerate the weather. 
      The Giant Canada Goose is a native of the Great 
Plains. This subspecies was believed to be extinct until 
some remnant populations were discovered, one being a 
small flock found wintering in Rochester, Minnesota in 
1962. The subspecies is now doing well after improved 
game management and repopulation efforts. Unlike the 
other subspecies, the Giant is now mostly non-migratory. 
      Canada Goose populations have increased to the point 
of being a nuisance in some urban areas. During the winter 
census taken of Canada Geese in Wichita, KS, the popula-
tion of urban birds increased from 1,600 in 1983 to over 
15,000 individuals in 2000. Reasons for this population 
growth in urban areas include the species' tolerance of 
people and the presence of preferred habitat provided by 
housing developments, golf courses, and parks complete 
with small ponds and well-trimmed lawns. In the city there 
may be fewer predators, but changes are occurring. (See 
Wilson Lutz article, p. 1), People enjoy feeding the birds, 
but if food doesn't come to them, the flock can make a 
short trip to the fields outside of the city. The social bonds 
among family members reinforce this savvy: the family 
group remembers the good deal they had as urban geese 
and return there with their young and flockmates the follow-
ing year. 
      Several steps have been taken to reduce the popula-
tion of urban geese. Eggs can be painted with substances 
that stop maturation and prevent hatching. Programs to 
relocate the flock can be undertaken. Other individuals die 

when hit by cars, or sometimes, an airplane. 
      Geese are herbivorous. They eat various plant species 
and parts, including grasses, sedges, berries and grains. 
(Some do indulge in feeding upon crustaceans, mollusks, 
and insects.) The Canada Goose forages in flocks, grazing 
on grass beside a pond, tipping up in water to reach plant 
material on the pond's floor or feeding in fields.  
      Canada Geese breed in a wide range of habitats, from 
low Arctic tundra to prairies. Breeding pairs are formed and 
last throughout their lives (around 20 years). Nests are built 
within sight of water, on slightly higher ground. Nests are 
formed in a large mound of grasses, cattail stems, mosses, 
and lichens and the bowl is lined with down and  body 
feathers. The breeding pair may choose a nesting spot on 
the edge of a pond, on top of a beaver lodge or muskrat 
mound, or on a human-made nesting platform.  
      The female lays from 2 to 8 creamy white eggs and  
incubates them. The gander guards the nest and aggres-
sively chases intruders, even other geese,  from the nest-
ing area. After 25 to 30 days, the babies hatch out,  emerg-
ing from their eggs with open eyes, and covered in down. 
Within a day after hatching, the parents lead the goslings to 
water. One parent may lead the young in a line with the 
other parent bringing up the rear. The young are able to 
swim and feed immediately. Although the male zealously 
guarded the nest, his aggression tapers off after the eggs 
hatch. The goslings gather together in creches and are pro-
tected by all the adults. The young make a wheezy soft 
call, either "wheep-wheep-wheep" or "wheee-oow". Their 
maturing their voices sometimes crack and sound between 
a wheeze and a honk. 
      During migration, parents fly with their young of that 
year. These family bonds remain throughout the season. 
Watch as a large flock of geese land upon a pond. You can 
see the smaller family groups split from the larger group. 
      I hope that you are enjoying the season's change, as 
autumn turns closer to the winter season. Take time to 
watch the migrating flocks of geese. Besides the meanings 
of the vocalizations within the flock, observing the behavior 
and body language of the Canada Goose is intriguing. 
What does it signify when one goose lowers its neck 
straight out as it swims alongside another goose? Maybe 
you can tell me at the next Audubon event! 
       Sources: Canada Goose by Jim Mason  
          All About Birds, Cornell Lab of Ornithology    
          Canada Goose, Wikipedia, October 2005 

Thanks to Gina Enyart and, TAS Board of            
Director’s member, Shirley Needham for their  

donation of this wonderful 3 by 8 foot banner that 
we will use to mark the location of field trips. 
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CANADA GOOSE, Branta canadensis: BIRD OF THE MONTH 
By Jennifer Lyn Schall 

      This autumn I have enjoyed the presence of small 
flocks of Canada Geese on the pond behind my home. I 
like watching my little housecat try to stalk a feeding cluster 
of much larger and brashly vocal birds. I admire the birds' 
synchronized pattern during flight and while swimming. I 
enjoy hearing the flock's approach and watching their coor-
dinated landing, individuals still in V formation. I love to 
hear the increasing noise of the flock — after a few hours 
rest & feeding — and then see the sudden rise of the flock 
taking flight, their calls finally lost from my hearing. So, this 
month's choice for Bird of the Month is the Canada Goose! 
      The Canada Goose is the most widespread and familiar 
goose in North America. It has a long slender neck, which, 
along with its head, is black. The bird's eye and beak are 
black as well. There is a white chinstrap from under the 
beak up to behind the eye. The body is of brownish plum-
age with darker brown on the back, creamy or light tan 
breast feathers, and a white rump and undertail. 
      The female and male look similar.  A female may be 
slightly smaller and has a different sound in vocalizing. The 
female's voice is a quicker and higher pitched "hink", while 
the males have a slower voice with a lower pitched 
"ahonk". Pairs will greet each other by voicing their call al-
ternatively, increasing their cries until it sounds as if only 
one bird is talking. When feeling threatened or excited, 
geese give loud, long calls. As I noticed on our small pond, 

the whole flock calls together before taking off into flight. 
      There are 11 subspecies of Canada Goose recognized. 
In general, as you go westward, the geese become darker 
in plumage; as you go northward, the geese become 
smaller. These subspecies include the Atlantic Canada 
Goose, Dusky Canada Goose, Giant Canada Goose, Inte-
rior Canada Goose, Lesser Canada Goose, Moffitt's Can-
ada Goose, and Vancouver Canada Goose. The largest 
subspecies is the Giant Canada Goose, weighing up to 24 
pounds and possessing a 6-foot foot wingspan. 
      After being considered the same species as the Can-
ada Goose, the American Ornithologists' Union separated 
the Crackling Goose into a separate species in July, 1994.  
The smallest subspecies are now categorized together as  
the Crackling Goose; some are as small as ducks, weigh-
ing 2 to 4 pounds. The bill is small and triangular. These 
subspecies include the Aleutian Cackling Goose, Bering 
Cackling Goose (extinct, 1929), Lesser Canada Goose, 
and Richardson's Cackling Goose.  
      Canada Geese can travel from their nesting regions in 
southern Canada to the high arctic tundra. Most popula-
tions do migrate northward after their breeding season to 
take advantage of the available food. The higher availability 
of food helps the birds fuel their molt. Nonbreeding indi-
viduals and birds that lost their nests early in the breeding 
season will migrate north from several (continue on pg 3)
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