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Coming events 

Regular Tippecanoe Audubon Society (TAS) Events: 
   MONTHLY BOARD MEETING on 2sd Tuesday at 7:15PM except December. TAS members are welcome.  
   MONTHLY PROGRAM MEETING on 4th Tuesday at 7:30PM except December when Christmas Dinner.  
   Board and Program Meetings are held at the Blue Lion Coffee House in Pierceton, Indiana. 
   MONTHLY FIELD TRIPS, the time and place to be announced. Everyone is Welcome. 

JANUARY FIELD TRIP: CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT, SATURDAY, JANUARY 3RD. see: December Tippe-Topics for details. 
MONTHLY PROGRAM MEETING: none this January. 

      One of my favorite focal points in Audubon is 
our sanctuaries.  They are special in many ways, and 
we are so very fortunate to have them.  Herb Taylor 
was the first to donate sanctuary land to the Tippeca-
noe Audubon Society — 11 acres on the Eel River 
just up river from Liberty Mills, Indiana.  It’s nearly 1/4 
mile long and bordered full length by the Eel River on 
the west side.   
      Today Dec.11, my 23-
year-old grandson, Jorge, and 
I enjoyed the trails, trees and 
grandeur of the Taylor sanc-
tuary. We found a number of 
small subjects begging to be 
photographed, and Jorge 
found 10 very cold toes. (He’s 
from California.) We came 
home with about 35 photos. 
This was also a special visit 
for Jorge because his grand-
mother, Marie Steffen, was 
the person who made her 
way through all of the paper work and other details 
required in the transfer of the Taylor property in 1990 
from Herb to Tippecanoe Audubon. 
      The Herbert Taylor and Flory Gemmer Woods 
properties are both great places to visit at any season 
of the year. There is always something new to notice, 
study, photograph, or just enjoy. The deer trails are so 

heavily traveled that they are almost like cattle paths. 
Much of the Gemmer Woods sanctuary is in transition 
from “old field” to woodland. Hawthorns are abundant 
here, providing nesting sights and food for a wide va-
riety of birds and some mammals. The hawthorns are 
among the “pioneer plants”, the first to inhabit open 
land in it’s transition back to a mature woodland, a 

process that takes roughly 
100 years. The hawthorns 
will eventually be shaded out 
by the larger cottonwoods, 
maples and oaks that finally 
populate the land. It’s an in-
teresting process that slowly 
changes the populations of 
all species, from plants, 
birds, mammals, insects and 
wildflowers to reptiles and 
amphibians. 
      The variety of wildflower 
populations is limited at the 
Gemmer Woods, largely, I 

believe, because of the excessively high deer popula-
tion, but there are still many wildflowers to identify 
study and photograph each year. 
      Would you like to learn where to look for bird 
nests in the spring? Now is the time for that study. 
The nests of last summer are easy to spot in the 
shrub layer and hawthorn       Continue on page 2. 

OUR SPECIAL SANCTUARIES 
By Paul Steffen, President 

 



 TIPPE-TOPICS      January, 2004                Page 2 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Paul Steffen, President 
Phone: 574-658-4504 

E-mail: ecoexpo@mchsi.com 
 

Tippecanoe Audubon Web Site 
www.tippeaudubon.org 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

 The Tippecanoe Audubon Society supports conservation and 
environmental education to promote appreciation, understanding, 
and preservation of birds, other wildlife, and diverse ecosystems for 
present and future generations. 

Sanctuaries     from page 1. 
trees at Flory-Gemmer. With this knowledge “in 
hand”, your nest search in the spring will be much 
more productive.  
      The older woodland portion of Flory-Gemmer 
hosts some large oaks,  hickories and the largest 
ironwood (Hop Hornbeam) that I’ve ever seen. 
      Not surprisingly, sanctuaries don’t take care of 
themselves. There is an on-going need for clearing 
trails of limbs and fallen trees at Taylor. At the Gem-
mer Woods, there is also mowing needed to keep 
trails open through the old-field, and this offers one 
some very good exercise. In fact, it offers more ex-
ercise than “one” needs, and Wilson Lutz, who does 
by far the majority of sanctuary maintenance, does 
need more help. He puts in many, many hours 
keeping the trails passable. 
      Try visiting after a new snowfall. It’s magic!!! 
Both of these special sanctuaries provide a renewal 
of spirit, soul and faith. They are sanctuaries for 
wildlife and for the mind! 
      PICTURE: Turkey Tail fungi photographed at 
Taylor Sanctuary on 12/11/03 by Paul E. Steffen.      

SIGHTING REPORTS WANTED - Tippe-Topics 
readers are invited to report bird sightings in Indiana 
so they can be shared. Call newsletter editor, Parks 
Adams at 260-982-6083, send him an e-mail at 
pmadams@hoosierlink.net, or mail him a note at 
102 East Third St. North Manchester, IN 46962. 
 
Mary J. Purncell of Wabash, IN reports seeing 
thousands of Sand Hill Cranes at Jasper-Pulaski 
State Park on November 5th. Saw male Pheasant 
west of Wabash. “Visitors to my feeders in Novem-
ber include Song, White-crown, and White-
throated Sparrows. Long-awaited additions to my 
Life List include a Tree Sparrow, a Fox Sparrow, 
and a Pine Siskin; which all visited my feeders re-
cently.”       (Mary, thank you for your note. Ed.) 

Dear Members and Friends of TAS: 
  The tepee is down!  At nine  o'clock sharp 
this morning, David Hippensteel arrived at Taylor 
with  his tow truck.  Bob Gross and Dean Kindy 
were already there cutting  up a windfall log at the 
cable gate, and Mrs. Bradley and her two sons  had 
just come from the tepee carrying memento shin-
gles.  Parks  Adams arrived shortly thereafter, and 
the demolition began in earnest.  David Eiler photo-
graphed each step for posterity.   
     The tepee did not go down "willingly".  It 
was necessary to cut through each of the telephone 
pole uprights with a chain saw and then pull each 
one loose with the towing cable and heavy chains.  
Our big worry was that the tepee might go down into 
the river.  Using the combined expertise of David 
Hippensteel, Bob Gross, and Parks Adams,  the 
building went down inch by inch, helped along by 
the  powerful pulling of the winch on the tow truck. 
The tepee "fell" more or less parallel to the river in 
just about the ideal location.  
     Bob Gross will take away some of the splin-
tered wood to use as kindling.  What remains will 
still amount to a very large cleanup job.    Field trip-
pers tomorrow should have no trouble avoiding the 
debris pile.          Wilson Lutz    November 15, 2003. 

Editor’s Corner ……..   
 This is my second issue. I have used 
Arial font, 11-point, as being very readable type. 
Only in the Bird of the Month, am I using 10-
point. At Paul Steffen’s suggestion that a 2 col-
umn page is more readable than only a 1 col-
umn page, I have tried that for most of this is-
sue. 
 At the risk of opening Pandora’s box I 
am asking for suggestions in content and layout. 
If I can get more pictures that look as good in 
grayscale as the Turkey Tail fungi on page 1, I 
would be glad to use them from time to time. 
 Thanks for your future comments. pma 
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JOIN TIPPECANOE AUDUBON NOW!  — 3 OPTIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 
1) Join Tippecanoe Audubon Society as “Friends of Tippecanoe” and have all your dues stay  here in our 

local area. Dues are  $25/yr. and 100% tax-deductible, since we are a 501(c)3 educational organization. 
2) Join National Audubon Society with automatic membership in the local chapter plus the beautiful Audubon 

quarterly magazine. Dues are $35/yr. with only $4.50 returning to the local chapter, and because of the 
magazine, only $31 of the $35 is tax-deductible. 

3) Join “Friends of Tippecanoe” & National Audubon Society for $25 + $35 = $60/yr. Of that, $29.50 stays in 
our local area, and $56 is tax-deductible.  

Name ________________________________________ 
 
Address ______________________________________ 
 
City, State, ZIP ________________________________ 
 
Phone ________________________________________ 
 
E-mail address _________________________________ 

(e-mail will use only for occasional notices of events.) 

 
 

Send to: 
Tippecanoe Audubon Society 

c/o Wilson Lutz, Membership Chair 
806 Second Street Ext. 

North Manchester, IN 46962  
 
 

Yes — Sign me up as an Audubon member according to the circled option above. 
 Checks for any membership option should be made out to: TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY. 

Great Horned Owl: Bird of the Month      Continued from page 4. 

Great Horned Owls can often be heard during the night.  
Their characteristic call consists of anywhere from three to 
eight low-pitched hoots divided into groups of two or three, 
who-who, who-who-who, that are easy to mimic.  The fe-
male's voice is higher in pitch than that of the male.  If you 
hear a Great Horned Owl hooting, you can imitate its call, 
and if it responds, you my may be able to hold a conversa-
tion with it.   

Great Horned Owls have a nesting range in the Western 
Hemisphere that starts north of the Arctic circle and ex-
tends across the continent from Alaska east through most 
of Canada south of the Hudson Bay,  on east to Labrador,  
then south throughout the entire United States from coast 
to coast,  on south through Mexico, Central America and 

South America as far south as northeastern Brazil, northern 
Argentina, Bolivia, Ecuador, and northeastern Peru.  They 
do not migrate, but often move about from one place to 
another between nesting seasons.  

The Great Horned Owl, Bubo virginianus, belongs to the 
Owl Family, Strigidae, with 189 species worldwide.  It's 
closest relative in the Western Hemisphere is the Megal-
lanic Horned Owl, Bubo megellanicus, found throughout 
the southern half of South America.  The Snowy Owl, Bubo 
scandiaca, with a circumpolar range, was formerly classi-
fied in a separate genus, but was recently moved to the 
genus Bubo by taxonomists.  The fifteen members of the 
genus Bubo in the Eastern Hemisphere all go by the Eng-
lish name Eagle-Owl.   

Mephitis mephitis  to the Rescue 
By Wilson B. Lutz 

       Sorry,  this is not an article about birds!  It is more directly  about those furry little creatures with the black 
and white stripes  (or spots as the case may be).  It seems that the police in Compton, California, are unusu-
ally creative, and they were looking for some way to discourage vandals, drug users, ladies of the night, and 
assorted gangs  from using a nearby run-down and abandoned motel.  After a few minutes on the internet, 
one of the policemen ran across a product called "Skunk Shot".   It is a pasty concoction that is loaded with 
concentrated odor of skunk.  So the Compton police acquired some containers of Skunk Shot and smeared 
the smelly goo around the interior of the motel. They discovered that the product was  "stunningly effec-
tive".  It has kept the motel free of interlopers  for the last seven months.  Initially, the habitués of the motel 
tried to counteract the skunk odor with such products as Glade, scented candles, etc.   These "air fresheners" 
were totally ineffective against Skunk Shot, and so the intruders were forced to go elsewhere.  The police are 
quite pleased with the results of their time spent searching the web.  
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GREAT HORNED OWL: BIRD OF THE MONTH 
By David Eiler 

Although Great Horned Owls are common birds, seeing 
one is an uncommon experience.  Like most Owl species, 
they are birds of the night.  They usually spend the day 
roosting quietly in a secluded tree, often a conifer where 
they are well hidden.  If a roosting Great Horned Owl is un-
fortunate enough to be detected by a flock of American 
Crows, they will harass it mercilessly in order to drive it 
away.  One of the best ways to locate a Great Horned Owl 
is by noticing a flock of agitated Crows mobbing it.  Blue 
Jays also harass Great Horned Owls but do not come in 
big flocks.   

Great Horned Owl pairs begin courtship and mating ac-
tivities in late autumn or early winter.  Prior to mating, the 
male performs a courtship ritual that includes bowing and 
moving his head this way and that.  After mating, the pair 
begins nesting in late January or early February, earlier in 
the year than any other Indiana bird.  Instead of building a 
nest of their own, the pair usually takes over the old nest of 
some other large species such as a Red-tailed Hawk, Os-
prey, Bald Eagle, or Great Blue Heron, though sometimes 
they may build a nest in a hollow tree, cave, or crevice.   

After mating, the female lays two dull white eggs a few 
days apart.  She also incubates them, staying on the nest 
when it snows even if she is completely covered with snow.  
The male does his part by bringing food to her while she is 
on the nest.  He also defends the nest fiercely against in-
truders and may even attack humans who came too close.  

After about four or five weeks, the eggs hatch a few days 
apart.  The nestlings are fed by both parents and remain in 
the nest five or six weeks before fledging.   

Great Horned Owls begin hunting at dusk and may re-
main active throughout the night.  They are fierce predators 
and will attack a wide variety of species such as mice, rats, 
groundhogs, rabbits, opossums, ducks, geese, and other 
birds, and even species such as skunks and porcupines 
that are invulnerable to most predators.  Their soft wing 
feathers enable them to fly in total silence making it easier 
to take prey animals by surprise. They can see in very dim 
light and one ear is higher than the other enabling them to 
locate prey items on both vertical and horizontal plains.   

They also attack domestic species such as cats, chick-
ens, ducks, geese, and even turkeys.  Because they raided 
farm yards at night, farmers in olden days often tried to 
shoot them but seldom succeeded.  Most domesticated 
chickens, ducks, geese, and turkeys nowadays are raised 
commercially in large indoor facilities where Great Horned 
Owls are unable to prey upon them.  When wild prey is 
abundant, Great Horned Owls may eat only the brains and 
discard the rest of the carcass.  If the entire body of a prey 
item is eaten, the indigestible parts such as bones, hair, fur, 
and feathers are regurgitated in pellets.  By finding and ex-
amining the pellets that accumulate under a Great Horned 
Owl nest ornithologists can learn what species the pair has 
been preying upon.              Continue on page 3. 
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Coming events 
February 2004 

 

Regular Tippecanoe Audubon Society (TAS) Events: 
   MONTHLY BOARD MEETING on 2sd Tuesday at 7:15PM except December. TAS members are welcome.  
   MONTHLY PROGRAM MEETING on 4th Tuesday at 7:30PM except December when Christmas Dinner.  
   Board and Program Meetings are held at the Blue Lion Coffee House in Pierceton, Indiana. 
   MONTHLY FIELD TRIPS, the time and place to be announced. Everyone is Welcome. 

FIELD TRIP, SUNDAY AFTERNOON, FEBRUARY 15, 1:30PM - DENISTON RESOURCE AREA. 
 This state-owned area (formerly Crossland Scout Camp) includes a variety of habitat types, and incor-
porates a protected natural area. Saw-Whet and Long-Eared Owls were spotted at this site in early January, 
and we hope to get a look at them. Deniston is located near the Kosciusko-Whitley county line (a few miles 
north of Larwill), on Old Route  30 between SR 13 and SR 5. The entrance is on the south side of Old-30 just 
after it curves a little bit to the south as you enter Whitley County. 

PROGRAM, TUESDAY EVENING, FEBRUARY 24, 7:30PM AT THE BLUE LION COFFEE HOUSE IN PIERCETON. 
 The program will be a video entitled: Birds of Back Yards - Winter to Spring by George Harrison 
with introduction by Roger Tory Peterson. This video is a introduction to common back yard birds with discus-
sion on habitat, habits, identification, and bird songs. Good for new and seasoned birders in preparation for 
the Spring Bird Count on 2sd Saturday in May. 

Unheard Of . . . ! 
An Important Job that’s Easy to Do? 

 

Right! Tippecanoe Audubon is looking for 
the person who will send notices of chapter 
activities to area newspapers once a month. 
This is all done via e-mail and requires only  

a few minutes a month. 
 

Benefits are Immediate! 
a. Satisfaction of knowing that you are  

promoting the progress of the oldest  
conservation organization  

in this part of Indiana.  
b. Working with others who are also  

committed to the promotion of a  
healthy environment. 

 
Call or e-mail president, Paul E. Steffen to-

day, for the details on this small, easy 
 and important job.   (574) 658 4504  

<ecoexpo@mchsi.com> 

Join the 7th Annual Great Backyard Bird Count.   

    From February 13-16, 2004, bird enthusiasts are 
invited to take part in the Great Backyard Bird 
Count, a project developed and managed by the 
National  Audubon Society and the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology. During the event, everyone who enjoys 
birds will  be able to submit their observations 
through BirdSource  www.birdsource.org. This data 
will help scientists determine the status of birds con-
tinent wide.  At the same  time, the project will teach 
participants how to turn their backyards  into real, 
useful habitat for birds. 

    "Improving backyards is an important way to cre-
ate greenways for birds between parks and wild ar-
eas," said Frank Gill, Audubon's Director of  Sci-
ence. "Yards allow for the cultivation of native plants 
and provide  essential sanctuary to migratory and 
resident birds.  Participating in  the Great Backyard 
Bird Count gives people a first-hand view of how  
important bird-friendly backyards are to many bird 
species."  Visit  www.audubon.org  for the full story. 



American Coot 837 

Mourning Dove 220 

Belted Kingfisher 3 

Red-headed Woodpecker 13 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 43 

Downy Woodpecker 65 

Hairy Woodpecker 7 

Northern Flicker 20 

Horned Lark 20 

Blue Jay 158 

American Crow 220 

Black-capped Chickadee 75 

Tufted Titmouse 35 

White-breasted Nuthatch 80 

Brown Creeper 5 

Carolina Wren 6 

Ring-billed Gull 87 

Rock Pigeon 185 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Paul Steffen, President 
Phone: 574-658-4504 

E-mail: ecoexpo@mchsi.com 
Tippecanoe Audubon Web Site 

www.tippeaudubon.org 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

 The Tippecanoe Audubon Society supports conservation and 
environmental education to promote appreciation, understanding, 
and preservation of birds, other wildlife, and diverse ecosystems for 
present and future generations. 

House Wren 1 

Eastern Bluebird 74 

Cedar Waxwing 32 

European Starling 969 

Northern Cardinal 150 

American Tree Sparrow 234 

Field Sparrow 1 

Fox Sparrow 3 

Song Sparrow 15 

Swamp Sparrow 2 

White-throated Sparrow 1 

Dark-eyed Junco 177 

House Finch 182 

American Goldfinch 87 

House Sparrow 1207 

TOTAL SPECIES 52 

TOTAL INDIVIDUALS 6903 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 1 

Tippecanoe Audubon Society Board 
PRESIDENT - Paul Steffen,  SECRETARY - Connie Doud 
VICE PRESIDENT - David Eiler,  TREASURER - Deb Hustin  
PROGRAM CHAIR - Steve Doud,  DIRECTOR- Steve Hammer 
MEMBERSHIP AND SANCTUARY CHAIR - Wilson Lutz 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR - PARKS ADAMS 
FIELD TRIP CHAIR - David Hicks  

RECENT BIRD SIGHTING 
      Joan Mock reports seeing 5 or 6 Wild Turkeys on SR 
114 east of SR 9 on 1/9/2004. 
      Debby Meade saw her 1st Ring-necked Duck on the 
new pond next to the new YMCA in Fort Wayne. 
      Bob & Marcia Appleton report seeing 4 Bald Eagles 
on the Wabash River between Peru and Logansport on 
12/26/2003. They have seen them four more times since 
including 1/20/2004. 

TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY 2003 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT SUMMARY 
KOSCIUSKO COUNTY, INDIANA, JANUARY 3, 2004 

         The following twenty-six people organized into ten field parties took part in the bird count: Parks Adams, 
Ferne Baldwin, Alice Brown, Glen Campbell, Vernon Campbell, Greg Clark, Steve Doud, Dave Eiler, Steve 
Hammer, Dave Hicks, Deb Hustin, Lana Jarrett, Wayne Lawson, Tom Leggett, Mary Lutz, Wilson Lutz, Lila 
O'Connell, Joel Robins, Rosemary Rouch, Conrad Snavely, Patricia Stan, Scott Stan, Jerry Sweeten, Lola 
Wagoner.  Dave Eckholm counted birds at his feeders.  The day was warm,  overcast and somewhat breezy.  
A light rain began falling toward the end of the day.  Lakes, ponds, and streams were mostly free of ice.   

Common Loon 1 

Great Blue Heron 11 

Mute Swan 37 

Wood Duck 2 

Mallard 399 

Canvasback 4 

Ring-necked Duck 41 

Lesser Scaup 58 

Common Goldeneye 71 

Bufflehead 27 

Hooded Merganser 2 

Red-breasted Merganser 8 

Northern Harrier 2 

Cooper’s Hawk 2 

Red-tailed Hawk 13 

American Kestrel 19 

Pied-billed Grebe 2 

Canada Goose 782 

American Coot 837 

Mourning Dove 220 

Belted Kingfisher 3 

Red-headed Woodpecker 13 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 43 

Downy Woodpecker 65 

Hairy Woodpecker 7 

Northern Flicker 20 

Horned Lark 20 

Blue Jay 158 

American Crow 220 

Black-capped Chickadee 75 

Tufted Titmouse 35 

White-breasted Nuthatch 80 

Brown Creeper 5 

Carolina Wren 6 

Ring-billed Gull 87 

Rock Pigeon 185 
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JOIN TIPPECANOE AUDUBON NOW!  — 3 OPTIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 
1) Join Tippecanoe Audubon Society as “Friends of Tippecanoe” and have all your dues stay  here in our 

local area. Dues are  $25/yr. and 100% is tax-deductible since it is a  501(c)3 educational organization. 
2) Join National Audubon Society with automatic membership in the local chapter plus the beautiful Audu-

bon quarterly magazine. Dues are $35/yr. with only $4.50 returning to the local chapter, and because 
of the magazine only $31 of the $35 is tax-deductible. 

3) Join “Friends of Tippecanoe” & National Audubon Society for $25 + $35 = $60/yr. Of that $29.50 stays 
in our local area and $56 is tax-deductible.  

4) Contribution is Welcome too! 

Name ________________________________________ 
 
Address ______________________________________ 
 
City, State, ZIP ________________________________ 
 
Phone ________________________________________ 
 
E-mail address _________________________________ 

(e-mail will use only for occasional notices of events.) 

 
 

Send to: 
Tippecanoe Audubon Society 

c/o Wilson Lutz, Membership Chair 
806 Second Street Ext. 

North Manchester, IN 46962  
 
 

Yes — Sign me up as an Audubon member according to the circled options above. 
 Checks for any membership option should be made out to: TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY. 

A Special-Interest Victory!!! 
Conservationism is ‘special interest’ and 

Earth is the Winner. 
 

Washington, D.C., Wednesday, December 16, 2003 –  
Humans, birds, and wildlife scored a major vic-

tory today as the Environmental Protection Agency 
and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers announced 
that they would not  move forward with a proposal to 
remove so-called “isolated” wetlands from federal 
protections under Clean Water Act. 

Audubon Chief Operating Officer Bob Perci-
asepe said, “We are pleased that the Administration 
realized that this is not the time to question whether 
some wetlands and waters need to be protected. 
Rather, we ought to be thinking about how to 
strengthen clean water protections, since over 40% 
of our nation’s waters still do not meet basic water 
quality standards.” 

“Congress now needs to act to fix the loop hole 
created by the Supreme Court to insure that all wet-
lands are protected. Audubon strongly supports the 
Clean Water Authority Restoration Act as a remedy 

to ensure no new loss of these irreplaceable and 
economically invaluable resources.” We need a new 
national commitment to restore the waters that are 
neither fishable nor swimmable, and to protect all of 
our remaining wetlands,” Perciasepe concluded. 
“Clean water is vital to America. It is essential for 
community drinking water, agriculture, fishing and 
swimming, birds, and a strong economy. Clean water 
is a legacy we all hope to deliver to our children and 
grandchildren for their future enjoyment and health.” 
         Wetlands are the important foundations for 
healthy and clean water for all communities, rivers, 
and streams in the U.S.  America already loses up to 
100,000 acres a year of vital wetlands, and the coun-
try has lost more than half of its historic wetlands. 
These resources provide critical habitat for wildlife, 
including great numbers of birds like Mallard Ducks 
and species at risk such as the Prairie Warbler, 
Short-Eared Owl, and Snowy Plover, to name just a 
few. Not only do these areas provide habitat, but 
they are also important for maintaining clean water 
and reducing flooding downstream. 
See page 4 for the article on How Wetlands Work. 

The sun, with all those planets revolving around it and dependent upon it, can still ripen a bunch of grapes as 
if it had nothing else in the universe to do. — Galileo Galilei, Physicist and astronomer (1564-1642) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
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How Wetlands Work – 
By Paul E. Steffen, President 

     There has been a great deal of verbiage spent, 
extolling the virtues of wetlands, and with complete 
justification, but one rarely finds a discussion of how 
the wetlands actually work. Following is a brief 
sketch of how I see them functioning. 

1. The wetlands that lie adjacent to lakes and 
streams, function as filters for water entering 
the lake or stream.  As surface water makes its 
way through the wetland plant community, it is 
stripped of many of its contaminants, particu-
larly nutrients from agricultural run-off, and sew-
age if any.  This results in far fewer contami-
nants reaching the lakes and streams. 

2. Wetlands function as reservoirs to hold sudden 
and heavy rainfall, then release it slowly into the 
creeks and rivers. Thus wetlands are providing 
a very real flood control for communities down 
stream. 

3. Wetlands that are isolated from bodies of open 
water, are major percolation areas, where sur-
face water enters the underground water sup-

      ply.  When these wetlands are “developed”, sur-
face face water is routed (by engineers) to the 
nearest streams, and off it rushes to the Wa-
bash, the Ohio, the  Mississippi, and the Gulf of 
Mexico. It is GONE, and our ground water re-
source is deprived of vital replenishment. In 
other words, the water table is dropping not only 
because we are using more and more water, 
but also because we have “plugged” the perco-
lation points; the wetlands where new rainwater 
is supposed to re-enter the aquifer. 

4. Wetlands are the nurseries for myriad aquatic 
life forms; which are at the very base of the food 
chain. The “web of life” that begins in the wet-
lands, fans out in all directions, but most par-
ticularly into the adjacent bodies of water. The 
richest food sources tend to be in the transition 
zones where wetland gives way to open water. 

5. And the one that even school kids have figured 
out; wildlife habitat for an almost endless list of 
life! 

   The wetland, like every other “organism” in nature, 
is hooked to everything else on Earth – even to us! 

Note: The BIRD OF THE MONTH by David Eiler will return next month with the American Kestrel. Ed. 
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Regular Tippecanoe Audubon Society (TAS) Events: 
   MONTHLY BOARD MEETING on 2sd Tuesday at 7:15PM except December. TAS members are welcome.  
   MONTHLY PROGRAM MEETING on 4th Tuesday at 7:30PM except December when Christmas Dinner.  
   Board and Program Meetings are held at the Blue Lion Coffee House in Pierceton, Indiana. 
   MONTHLY FIELD TRIPS, the time and place to be announced. Everyone is Welcome. 

Special 30thYear Event 
        The Tippecanoe Audubon Society is conducting its 30th annual field trip to the Great Blue Heron 
rookery on the Tippecanoe River north of Warsaw. Sunday, March 28, at 1:30 PM. Meet at Petro’s 
Jeep/Dodge dealership, east side of Hwy 15,  just north of the Warsaw  Wal-Mart at the west end of Petro’s 
lot. The rookery is 1/3 mi. from there.  Expect mud and some water. Wear one more layer of clothing than you 
think you need for the weather. Bring binoculars if you have them. There will be at least one telescope pro-
vided. 
        Bring all of your friends - and relatives, too. This is a very popular event, and its only once a year! There 
will be approximately 200 herons in the rookery by March 28! Those who miss this event are sad for weeks! 

PROGRAM, TUESDAY EVENING, MARCH 23, AT 7:30 PM AT THE BLUE LION COFFEE HOUSE IN PIERCETON. 
        In this illustrated presentation, Bill Murphy will take us on a birding trip to Trinidad & Tobago and learn 
about bugs, animals, plants, and culture along the way. Bill has been for 25 years a resident of Indianapolis. 
In 1986 he first published “A Birder’s Guide to Trinidad and Tobago” which is now in it’s 3rd edition. 
       RETREAT AT KOINONIA, SATURDAY, APRIL 17, AT 9 AM.     (See article on page 2) 

       SAVE! SATURDAY, MAY 8TH, FOR THE SPRING BIRD COUNT. 

Audubon & the US Government 
Excerpted by Paul E. Steffen,   President 

 Arctic National Wildlife Refuge Safe from Drilling 
for the moment 

    Thanks to steadfast opposition from Audubon activ-
ists and Chapter supporters, attempts by pro-drilling 
special interests to open the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge to oil and gas development failed in the U.S. 
Senate by three votes. HOWEVER, the pro-drillers 
are already trying to add Arctic Refuge drilling to the 
2005 budget resolution  — the wrong place to be 
settling issues of such profound national importance. 
It is an abuse of power to use the budget to ram 
through Congress this highly controversial proposal 
stifling fair and open debate. 
N. American Wetlands Conservation Act (NAWCA) 
    Aimed at building public-private partnerships to re-
store and manage wetlands habitat for migratory birds 

and other wildlife. This program was a prime candi-
date for a significant funding cut in 2003.  However, 
due in large part to Audubon activists' strong partici-
pation, Congress maintained the $38 million funding 
level for this species-saving program.  Since 1989, 
NAWCA has funded over 1,100 projects, covering 
more than 9 million acres in 50 states, Canada, and 
Mexico, making it among the most successful conser-
vation programs in our nation's history.  
 Audubon's Land & Water Conservation Priorities 
    Over the past four years, Congress has provided 
$69.8 million for 49 Audubon-requested LWCF priori-
ties. 2004 funded sites include: 

INDIANA:  Patoka River NWR $500,000 
GEORGIA :Okefenokee NWR, $750,000  

NEBRASKA: Boyer Chute NWR, $500,000 
  WEST VIRGINIA: Canaan Valley NWR, $600,000 

TEXAS: Lower Rio Grande Valley NWR, $1,000,000  
(continues on page 2) 
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Want to know when your membership expires in Friends of Tippecanoe Audubon? 
    Beginning with this issue, there is a four-digit number above your name on the address label. The first 2  
digits stand for the year, and the last 2 digits for the month. For example, “0403” means March, 2004. “2001” 
means January, 2020. If your expiration date is incorrect, please contact Wilson Lutz so it can be corrected. 

RECENT BIRD SIGHTINGS 
    Linda Bell has a Red-breasted Nuthatch that 
is coming regularly to her suet feeder in Bourbon, 
IN. Also were 14 Cardinals feeding from her 
feeder on 1/26/2004. 
    Jim Townsend saw a Northern Mockingbird 
on his deck rail only 5 feet in front of a window on 
2/5/2004. Jim lives near Packerton, IN. 
    Michelle Ogle saw an American Robin in Ply-
mouth, IN on 2/6/2004. “I always thought they left 
here for the winter. I am 32 and had never seen a 
robin in February,” said Michelle. 
    Brendan Kenny reports, “My wife and I were 
really excited to see 3 Bald Eagles on the south 
shore of the Wabash River in Peru on 2/14/2004. It 
was quite a Valentine’s Day gift.” 

Retreat at Koinonia 
   Saturday, April 17, at 9 AM is a special day for  
friends and  members of Tippecanoe  Audubon. 
    Find us at the Koinonia Environmental Center 
for Manchester College, located about 2.5 mi. 
south of Pierceton, on Hwy. 13, and south on 
county road 750E. This road is a bit tricky to locate. 
It meets Hwy. 13 at the point where ‘13’ has curved 
and is headed west. 750E goes south. (Not sure? 
Call us.)   

 Events of the Day - 
    Birding led by Dr. David Eiler; Geology self- 
guided trail, complete with ‘talking rocks’; Botany 
led by Dr. David Hicks (plants of Indiana) and 
“Pond Life” lead by Dr. Jeff Watanabe — all for 
adults and kids! Business sessions will plan for 
our 30th  year as a chapter of the National Audubon 
Society. This is your opportunity to listen in and 
contribute to chapter plans for the coming year. 
    You can pick and choose to your hearts con-
tent from the programs, chapter business sessions 
and field trips! It’s all planned; a full day of special 
activities with items of interest, intrigue and impor-
tance for everyone. 
    This is a great time to meet new friends who 
share your interests and concerns for the environ-
ment, to learn more about nature from people who 
teach these subjects as a profession, people who 
have spent a lifetime studying birds and other kinds 
of wildlife.  
    Bring a sack lunch, cups/glasses, and table  
service. There is a kitchen in the nature center 
where you can heat food and make hot drinks.   
Coffee and tea furnished. 

Audubon & US Gov’t    (from page 1) 
Fighting Invasive Species 

    Congress has taken the first steps to tackling the 
issue of invasive species -- seemingly harmless, 
non-native plants or small animals that ravage na-
tive flora and fauna.  Since more than one-third of 
Watch-List birds are threatened by invasive spe-
cies, Audubon launched a major new campaign 
this year to stop  invasives with an acclaimed re-
port, “Cooling the Hot Spots”.  In May, Congress 
responded by passing the Nutria Eradication and 
Control Act, to minimize the impact of this intro-
duced rodent, and the Noxious Weed Control Act, 
providing up to $100 million per year to combat and 
control invasive weeds on public and private lands.  
To learn more, visit  

http://www.stopinvasives.org/ 
(Purple loosestrife which is growing rampant in lo-
cal wetlands, is a case in point.  Paul Steffen) 

When one tugs at a single thing in nature, he finds it attached to the rest of the world. - John Muir  
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JOIN TIPPECANOE AUDUBON NOW!  — 3 OPTIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 
1) Join Tippecanoe Audubon Society as “Friends of Tippecanoe” and have all your dues stay  here in our 

local area. Dues are  $25/yr. and 100% is tax-deductible since it is a  501(c)3 educational organization. 
2) Join National Audubon Society with automatic membership in the local chapter plus the beautiful Audu-

bon quarterly magazine. Dues are $35/yr. with only $4.50 returning to the local chapter, and because 
of the magazine only $31 of the $35 is tax-deductible. 

3) Join “Friends of Tippecanoe” & National Audubon Society for $25 + $35 = $60/yr. Of that $29.50 stays 
in our local area and $56 is tax-deductible.  

4) Contribution is Welcome too! 

Yes — Sign me up as an Audubon member according to the circled options above. 
 Checks for any membership option should be made out to: TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY. 

Courtship typically begins in March.  The male estab-
lishes a territory and is then joined by the female.  During 
courtship the male may fly in circles high overhead calling 
to the perched female.  Or they may chase one another 
high and low, sweeping this way and that.  After mating, the 
female lays three to five speckled eggs at intervals of two 
or three days.  The female does most of the incubating, 
with the male taking an occasional turn, but his primary 
responsibility is to bring food to the female.  The eggs 
hatch in about thirty days.  The female stays with the nest, 
and the male brings food to the family.  The nestlings re-
quire about two-and-a-half weeks to attain adult size and 
another two weeks till they are ready to fledge.  They return 
to the nest regularly and receive food from the parents for 
another two weeks or so before leaving and going out on 
their own.  A pair may try to raise a second brood if the first 
brood fails.  In the southern states, a pair will often raise 
two broods.   

A Kestrel watches for prey from a perch on a tree limb, 
utility pole, or power line.  When it spots an item of prey, it 
swoops down and seizes it in its talons and then returns to 
its perch to eat it.  Or it may hover over a field and swoop 
down upon whatever item of prey it may see.  During the 
summer, a Kestrel's diet consists primarily of large insects 
such as grasshoppers, but it also eats small rodents such 
as mice and voles.  Sparrows and other little birds consti-
tute only a small part of its diet.  In winter when insects are 
unavailable, small rodents become its primary diet along 

with an occasional small bird.   
    American Kestrels, Falco sparverius, belong to the Fal-
con Family, Falconidae.  Other members of the family oc-
curring in the U.S. are the Merlin, Falco columbarius, rang-
ing around the world in North America and Eurasia, and the 
Peregrine, Falco peregrinus, that occurs on every continent 
except Antarctica.  Three other species have ranges re-
stricted to North America: the Prairie Falcon, Falco mexi-
canus, in the western U.S.; the Gyrfalcon, Falco rusticolus, 
living mainly in Alaska and Canada but occasionally ventur-
ing south into the northern United States, and the Aplo-
modo Falcon, Falco femaralis, that has occasionally ven-
tured as far north as southernmost Texas, New Mexico, or 
Arizona. Two other members of the Falco genus occur in 
the American tropics south of the U.S., the Bat Falcon, 
Falco rufigularis, and the Orange-breasted Falcon, Falco 
deiroleucus.   
    A much larger number of Falcon species occur only in 
the Eastern Hemisphere.  One of the most widespread is 
the Eurasian Kestrel, Falco tinnunculus, that ranges all 
across Eurasia and south to the southern tip of Africa. Oth-
ers  of the Falco genus with smaller ranges can be found in 
Africa, Eurasia, and Australia.  Altogether the Falco genus 
includes about 38 species, most called by the English 
name Falcon, but a few of the smallest by the English 
name Hobby.  The entire Falcon Family consists of about 
62 species in 10 different genera.   

American Kestrel: Bird of the Month        (continued from page 4) 
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AMERICAN KESTREL: BIRD OF THE MONTH 
By David Eiler 

The American Kestrel is our most common bird of prey 
here in Indiana and elsewhere in the United States.  It is 
also our smallest raptor, and the one with the most colorful 
plumage.  If you are driving along any country, road you 
may see one now and then perched on a power wire.  
From a distance it is hard to distinguish a Kestrel from the 
many Mourning Doves that perch on power wires.  A Kes-
trel is noticeably more slender than a Mourning Dove, and 
a little shorter.  A Kestrel is harder to distinguish from its 
rare and slightly larger relative, the Merlin.   

If you can get close enough to view a Kestrel through 
your binoculars, or better yet, through a spotting scope, you 
will be surprised by its handsome plumage, and you will 
also be able to tell whether it is a male or a female.  Both 
have brownish-orange backs and tails with narrow horizon-
tal black stripes, but only the male has blue-gray wings.  
Both have white faces with a black "tear drop" mark below 
the eye and another black vertical mark on the side of the 
head.  The easiest way to distinguish a Merlin from a Kes-
trel, if you can view it through binoculars or a spotting 
scope, is that a Merlin has no black facial marks.   

Kestrels have a nesting range in North America that 
extends from coast to coast and from south of the tree line 
in Canada southward throughout the entire U.S. except 
southern Texas.  Their winter range extends throughout the 
U.S. except for the northern Great Plains, and on south 

through the Caribbean, Mexico, Central America, and 
South America as far as northern Brazil, Peru, and northern 
Chile, and -in small numbers- nearly to the southern tip of 
South America.  Kestrels are primarily birds of the open 
country and do not enter forests. Thus they avoid both tem-
perate woodlands and tropical rainforests.   

Kestrels nest mainly in tree cavities and so are often 
found near woodland edges.  Thus farmland with some 
wooded areas provides excellent habitat for Kestrels.  Kes-
trels will also use cavities away from woodland edges, in-
cluding nest boxes of the appropriate size.  Nest boxes on 
poles are much more satisfactory than nest boxes attached 
to trees.  Kestrel nest boxes should not be placed in the 
same area as Purple Martin nest boxes because the Kes-
trels will find the Martins to be a very inviting food source.  
A pair of Kestrels using a nest box in a residential area will 
gladly prey upon the abundant House Sparrows and House 
Finches.  In fact, Kestrels used to be called Sparrow 
Hawks.  In one successful experiment designed to provide 
more nesting possibilities for Kestrels, nest boxes were 
fastened to the backs of signs along a freeway.  In situa-
tions where tree cavities are not available, Kestrels may 
nest in rock cavities or crevices in cliffs.  Since Kestrels do 
not build a nest of any kind, boxes designed for their use 
should have a shallow layer of sawdust or shavings to pro-
tect eggs from accidental breakage.   (continues on page 3) 
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Coming events 
April 2004 

Regular Tippecanoe Audubon Society (TAS) Events: 
   MONTHLY BOARD MEETING on 2sd Tuesday at 7:15PM except December. TAS members are welcome.  
   MONTHLY PROGRAM MEETING on 4th Tuesday at 7:30PM except December when Christmas Dinner.  
   Board and Program Meetings are held at the Blue Lion Coffee House in Pierceton, Indiana. 
   MONTHLY FIELD TRIPS, the time and place to be announced. Everyone is Welcome. 

AUDUBON RETREAT, SATURDAY, APRIL 17, AT 9 AM AT THE KOINONIA ENVIRONMENTAL CENTER.   
 THIS IS A SPECIAL DAY FOR FRIENDS AND MEMBERS OF TIPPECANOE AUDUBON AND FOR ALL AGES, TOO. 
Several field trips are planned: Birding led by Dr. Gregory Clark; Butterfies led by Dr. David Eiler; Geology 
self-guided trail, complete with ‘talking rocks’; Botany led by Dr. David Hicks and “Pond Life” led by Dr. Jeff 
Watanabe. Slide presentation on the Heron Colony by Paul Steffen. A business session will plan for our 30th 
year as a chapter of the Nation Audubon Society. This is your opportunity to listen in and contribute to chapter 
plans for the coming year. 
 Bring a sack lunch, cups/glasses, and table service. There is a kitchen in the nature center where you 
can heat food. Coffee and tea will be furnished. 
 Directions: Take SR 13 about 5 miles south of Pierceton, turn east on 650S,  go 1.5 miles and turn 
north on 650E. The entrance is the first gate on the left. Note:  there is a green state highway sign at the junc-
tion of SR 13 and 650S. There are other ways to get to Koinonia but this is the simplest. 

FIELD TRIP, SUNDAY AFTERNOON, APRIL 18, AT 1:30 PM AT TIPPECANOE AUDUBON TAYLOR SANCTUARY. 
 The Taylor Sanctuary has a great display of spring wildflowers, and this should be a good time to see 
the early- and mid-spring species in bloom. We will also keep an eye out for migrant birds. If time permits, we 
will check the Flory-Gemmer Marsh for rails. 
 Directions: Take the Liberty Mills turn off from SR 13 about 2 miles north of North Manchester.  Cross 
the Eel River and go through town.  At the edge of town, turn left on 4th St.  At the old brick schoolhouse, bear 
right on the county road.  Follow the road around a bend, and look for the Audubon sign at the next major 
bend. Follow the lane in front of the pine trees to the parking area. 

PROGRAM, TUESDAY EVENING, APRIL 27, AT 7:30 PM AT THE BLUE LION COFFEE HOUSE IN PIERCETON. 
 The program will feature an audio-visual presentation on bird calls and songs, tips, mnemonics, and 
“things to listen for” this spring by Dr. Gregory Clark, Professor of Physics at Manchester College. This is a 
great program to help prepare you for the spring bird count. 

SPRING BIRD COUNT, SATURDAY, MAY 8, DAWN TO DARK - ALL OF KOSCIUSKO COUNTY. 
 To join the spring bird count call bird count coordinator Dave Eiler at 260-982-2726. He will be glad to 
assign you to a field party. Field parties will be limited to two or three people. The more field parties the better. 
Each field party will be led by an experienced birder, but people without special birding expertise are needed 
to serve as drivers or recorders. If you enjoy birds, the spring bird count offers an excellent opportunity to im-
prove your bird identification skills and to see birds you may have never noticed before. 
 Note: change of location for the April Board Meeting to the Town Life Center, 603 Bond Street, North 
Manchester, on the 13th at 7:15 PM. 

It is horrifying that we have to fight our own government to save the environment.  
-Ansel Adams, photographer (1902-1984) 
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 The Tippecanoe Audubon Society supports conservation and 
environmental education to promote appreciation, understanding, 
and preservation of birds, other wildlife, and diverse ecosystems for 
present and future generations. 

 

        The following news item taken from National Audubon 
Environmental activities report. 

Vital Breeding Grounds for Billions 
of North American Birds  

     Stretching from Alaska to the Atlantic Ocean,   
Canada’s boreal forest is one of the world’s largest 
forests.  It accounts for 25 percent of the earth’s re-
maining intact forests, covers 1.3 billion acres, and is 
larger than the Brazilian Amazon.  With more fresh 
water than any place on earth, Canada’s boreal forest 
supports some of the largest populations of wildlife 
such as grizzly bears and wolves, and provides vital 
breeding grounds for up to a third of North America’s 
land birds and 40 percent of its waterfowl.   
     In December 2003, the Canadian Boreal Initiative 
(CBI) announced a landmark vision to protect this 
global treasure.  The Boreal Conservation Framework 
proposes the establishment of a network of large in-
terconnected protected areas covering about half of 
Canada’s boreal region, and the use of cutting-edge 
sustainable development practices in remaining ar-
eas.  The Framework reflects an extraordinary alli-
ance of conservation organizations, First Nations, and 
timber and oil companies who have signed on to  
Framework.  
     Much of the resource development in the boreal is 

being driven by U.S. consumption.  The U.S. is the 
leading importer of Canadian forest products and oil 
and gas.  Eighty-one percent of Canada’s forest prod-
ucts go to the United States, and most of the wood 
cut in Canada’s boreal is used to make paper, includ-
ing catalogs, junk mail, magazines, and newspa-
pers.  And the U.S. buys more of its oil and gas from 
Canada - 60% of which is produced from the boreal -  
than any other single source. 
     Of the 298 bird species that use the boreal forests 
for breeding grounds, at least 40 species of land birds 
and several species of ducks are already experienc-
ing population declines, in part due to habitat loss 
from logging, and oil and gas development.  
     The boreal is perhaps the greatest forest conser-
vation opportunity left on earth. An international cam-
paign focused in the U.S. is emerging.  The Boreal 
Songbird Network is a new network of conservation 
groups that include:  the Boreal Songbird Initiative, 
the National Audubon Society, the National Wildlife 
Federation, Ducks Unlimited, the Natural Resources 
Defense Council, and the American Bird Conser-
vancy.  These groups are working to build a broad 
base of international support for boreal conservation 
and the adoption of the Boreal Framework.    
     For more information on how you can help protect 
the boreal forest, please go to the Boreal Songbird 
Initiative website at <http://www.borealbirds.org> 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER —  PAUL E. STEFFEN 

RECENT BIRD SIGHTINGS 
      Betty Mallory saw 20 Ring-necked Pheasant on 
Ryerson Road just south of Pierceton, IN on 2/1/2004. 
(This should have been in the last issue but I mislaid 
my notes. Ed.) 
      Bruce Ruisard of Warsaw, IN reports a Carolina 
Wren in his yard on 2/9/2004 and a Black Duck the 
same day on the Tippy River. Bruce also saw a 
Meadow Lark in Kosciusko Co. on 2/21/2004. 
     Mary J Purcell writes “My Fabulous February 
sightings include flocks of Horned Larks near Con-
verse; five Bald Eagles, adult and juveniles, seen 
over the river from Durnbaugh Road near Salamonie; 
a wild Turkey with an eight-hen harem near Laketon. 
Around Wabash...a flock of Cedar Waxwings; two 
Savannah  Sparrows  along  with  Song,  Tree,  and  

 
White-throated Sparrows; Eastern Blue birds, and 
a Brown Creeper…” 
      Dale & Joyce Joy saw between 40 & 50 Sand-
hill Cranes in Wabash Co. on 1400N, just west of 
300 W, on the north side of the road in a field where 
there was a large water hole on 3/7/2004. 
      Bruce & Mindy Lankenau sent to IN-Bird-L on 
3/15/2004 concerning Yellow Creek Lake in Kosci-
usko Co: “The calendar may not say it’s official, but 
the wake up call of the loon early this morning says it 
is.. SPRING IS HERE! Today the lake was...the 
happy habitat of many migratory waterfowl! I’ve 
waited all winter for this day!!!!!! 9 Ruddy Duck, 3 
Bufflehead, 6 Wood Duck, 8 Canadian Geese, 4 
Mallards, and 1 Common LOON. 
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Ring-necked Duck: Bird of the Month        (continued from page 4) 
Some nests may reach a height of nearly two feet, becom-
ing wider at the same time.  The cup in which the un-
marked olive-gray eggs are laid is about five to seven 
inches wide and two to four inches deep.  After laying 
about eight or ten eggs, she begins incubating them.  The 
male stays nearby and goes with her whenever she leaves 
the nest.  Incubation takes close to four weeks.  The pair 
raises only one brood.  
    Ducks, Geese, and Swans belong the world-wide family 
Anatidae that includes a total of 157 species.  The Ring-
necked Duck is grouped together with other diving Ducks in 
the genus Aythya, that includes twelve species.    The five 
North American species belonging this genus are Ring-
necked Duck, Aythya collaris, Greater Scaup, Aythya 

marila, and Lesser Scaup, Aythya affinis, Canvasback, Ay-
thya valisineria, and Redhead, Aythya americana.  The 
closest Eastern Hemisphere relative of the Ring-necked 
Duck is the very similar Tufted Duck, Aythya fulgula, that 
ranges from the British Isles eastward across Eurasia and 
into western Alaska, and winters in south Asia and northern 
Africa.  Other Eastern Hemisphere members of the genus 
are New Zealand Scaup, Aythya novaeseelandiae, in New 
Zealand, White-eyed Duck, Aythya australis, in Australia 
and islands in the southwestern Pacific Ocean, Baer's 
Pochard, Aythya baeri, in eastern and southeastern Asia, 
Ferruginous Pochard, Aythya nyroca, in eastern Asia, and 
Madagascar Pochard, Aythya innota, which is limited to the 
island of Madagascar off the east coast of Africa.  

(The following is a condension of an e-mail that Con-
nie Doud received and sent to me. Ed.) 
 Thank you for contributing to the 7th annual 
Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC). As of March 
8th, there have been almost 43,000 checklists submit-
ted; 555 total species observed; and 4,304,810 indi-
vidual birds counted. Wow! To view further results of 
this year's GBBC go to www.birdsource.org/gbbc/. 
  We'd like to invite you to enhance your birding 
experience over the upcoming spring/summer months 
by participating in The Birdhouse Network (TBN). 
TBN is a monitoring program where people provide 
birdhouses for cavity-nesting birds such as bluebirds, 

swallows, and chickadees, and monitor the activity 
inside the birdhouses. Project participants collect data 
such as the number of eggs and nestlings in the nest, 
and then submit their data to scientists at the Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology over the Internet. Like the GBBC, 
TBN data will become part of a national database  
larger than any one researcher could collect in a life-
time and aimed at answering large-scale ecological 
questions about breeding bird populations.  
 For more information or to sign up for The 
Birdhouse Network, call (800) 843-2473, visit TBN's 
web site at http://birds.cornell.edu/birdhouse or email 
us at birdhouse@cornell.edu.  
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RING-NECKED DUCK: BIRD OF THE MONTH   
By David L. Eiler   

     Each spring as many as a dozen species of Ducks mi-
grate northward through Indiana to the their nesting habi-
tats in Canada.  The Ring-necked Duck is one of the com-
mon duck species that moves through Indiana each spring 
when it can often be seen on streams, ponds, marshes, 
flooded fields, and lakes.   
    The male Ring-necked Ducks is easy to recognize.  His 
head, back, and breast are black.  In good light a greenish 
or purplish iridescence can be seen.  The sides are gray-
ish-white with a bright white vertical stripe separating it 
from the black breast.  This is his most distinctive field 
mark.  The faint brown ring around his neck that gives the 
species its name is hardly ever visible.  His beak is gray 
with a bright white ring near the end and a black tip.  An-
other white ring separates the rear of the beak from the 
black face.   
    The female is plain grayish-brown, slightly darker on the 
back, and slightly mottled on the sides, and the wing has a 
white speculum.  Her beak is similar to that of the male.  
Males and females usually swim together making her eas-
ier to recognize.  Both are a little less than a foot and a half 
long, somewhat smaller than most Duck species.  Ring-
necked Ducks, especially the female, can be confused at 
first sight with their relatives, the Greater or Lesser Scaup.   
    The breeding range of the Ring-necked Duck extends 
from southeastern Alaska eastward across the southern 
half of Canada to the Atlantic, and southward into the 

northernmost states of the United States.  There are a few 
records of it nesting in northern Indiana.  It moves south in 
the fall and early winter as lakes and ponds freeze.  Its win-
ter range extends from Washington and Oregon south 
through California and east through the southern half of the 
United States and on south through Mexico and Central 
America as far a Guatemala, and in the Caribbean only as 
far south as Cuba.  Ring-necks prefer fresh water and thus 
are rarely seen in coastal waters.  In northern Indiana we 
see them most often during spring migration in March and 
April, and less often during fall migration in late October or 
early November.  Occasionally one or two may be seen in 
December, January, or February on lakes that remain open 
during mild winters.   
    Ring-necked Ducks dive for food and have a varied diet.  
They feed on underwater plants, pulling up smaller plants, 
or pulling leaves or seeds off larger plants.  They also eat 
bottom-dwelling insects and snails.   
    The female Ring-neck Duck builds her nest in a marshy 
area on a floating island, hummock, or pond edge.  She 
begins by bending some grass or sedge stems together 
and laying the first egg on it.  Each day, she lays another 
egg and adds material to the nest such as more stems, 
reeds, and whatever debris may be within reach.  If the wa-
ter rises she adds whatever more material is needed to 
prevent the nest from being flooded and to keep the eggs 
above water.                     (continues on page 3)              
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Coming events 
May 2004 

Regular Tippecanoe Audubon Society (TAS) Events: 
   MONTHLY PROGRAM MEETING on 4th Tuesday at 7:30PM except December when Christmas Dinner.  
   Program Meetings are held at the Blue Lion Coffee House in Pierceton, Indiana. 
   MONTHLY BOARD MEETING on 2sd Tuesday at 7:15PM except December. TAS members are welcome. 
   Board Meetings are at Timbercrest Senior Living Community in North Manchester, Indiana. 
   MONTHLY FIELD TRIPS, the time and place to be announced. Everyone is Welcome. 

FIELD TRIP, SATURDAY, MAY 1, AT 9AM AT DYGERT NATURE PRESERVE, IN WHITLEY COUNTY. 
 This ACRES-owned preserve has a rich variety of unusual wildflowers, including celandine poppy, 
marsh marigolds, Virginia bluebells, and blue-eyed mary. This is a joint field trip with ACRES.  
 Directions: From the intersection of US 30 and SR 109 at Columbia City, go 4 miles north on SR 109 
to CR 400N. Turn west on CR 400N and go 1 mile to CR 50W.  Go north on CR 50W and the preserve is on 
the west side of the road. 

SPRING BIRD COUNT, SATURDAY, MAY 8, DAWN TO DARK - ALL OF KOSCIUSKO COUNTY. 
PROGRAM, THURSDAY EVENING, MAY 27, AT 7PM AT ASHERWOOD ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE CENTER. 

 This is a joint meeting with the Asherwood Nature Club. The title: Adaptive Management at Big Oaks 
National Wildlife Refuge.  The program will focus on specific management strategies for Henslow’s Sparrow 
and other upland and non-game species. It will include a study of the Cerulean Warblers too. The speaker is 
Joe Robb, Ph.D. and Refuge Manager. He was born in Marion, IN. Joe has a B.S. degree in forestry and wild-
life management from Purdue. He completed both a M.S. and Ph.D. at Ohio State University in zoology. 
Joe is also an Adjunct Professor at Hanover College. Big Oaks National Wildlife Refuge was established in 
2000, is located 5 miles north of Madison, IN and covers 50,000 acres. 
 This also is a trail walk at Asherwood beginning at 6PM for those who wish to come early. 
 Directions: Go south of Wabash on SR 13 and turn west on SR 124. Go about 4.5 miles on SR 124 
and Asherwood is on the north side of the road at 7496 W SR 124. If you  come to CR 650W you have gone 
too far. 

Welcome, David Hicks ! 
as our new president of Tippecanoe Audubon for 
the coming 2 years. 

Thank You, Paul Steffen ! 
for 2 good years at the helm. Paul was also the first 
president of Tippecanoe Audubon when the chapter 
began in February, 1975. Lots of faithful years of 
service except for winter bird counts when you van-
ish to Idaho or California. — Ed. 

The natural environment IS, only once. It cannot be created or recreated by humans.  
It can only be destroyed - OR protected and preserved. - Paul Steffen    

Sanctuary Wish List 
 Someone with a pickup truck that can be tilted 
to dump. Such a truck is needed to carry scrap tar paper 
from the Taylor preserve to a nearby landfill. 
 Always we need persons who are willing to vol-
unteer for Saturday workdays. Such days are usually 
hard to predict in advance due to weather considera-
tions. I assume that the board is willing to volunteer as 
schedules permit, but it would be helpful if we could de-
velop a list of non-board persons. Persons with  e-mail 
addresses would be particularly appreciated but cer-
tainly not restricted to them.        Wilson Lutz 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
David Hicks, President 
Phone: 260-982-2471 

E-mail: djhicks@manchester.edu 
Tippecanoe Audubon Web Site 

www.tippeaudubon.org 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 The Tippecanoe Audubon Society supports conservation and 
environmental education to promote appreciation, understanding, 
and preservation of birds, other wildlife, and diverse ecosystems for 
present and future generations. 

     I thought I would take my first opportunity at writing 
as TAS president to discuss the impact of global 
changes on our local ecosystems.  Although the ef-
fects of worldwide climatic scale may seem to be far 
away in time and space, they influence the functioning 
of our local ecosystems.  
     It is well known to biologists that the timing of 
many natural events is cued by temperature 
changes.  The amount of heat accumulated triggers 
such events as the start of tree growth, blooming of 
spring wildflowers and insect emergence.  The timing 
of such natural events is called phenology.  Over the 
past century or so, global temperatures have in-
creased by about 0.9 degrees.  While this may not 
seem like much, a 2003 analysis of almost 500 stud-
ies of phenology by Camille Parmesan and Gary 
Yohe, of the University of Texas and Wesleyan Uni-
versity, shows that on average, the timing of natural 
events has become 2.3 days earlier per decade in the 
20th century. 
     If every species changed in the same way, this 
might not be a problem – winter would end a bit ear-
lier and start a bit later (a relief to many!).  However,  

 
not all species use the same environmental cues to 
determine how to time their activities.  In particular, 
bird migration and reproductive behavior are more 
closely related to day length (sunrise to sunset inter-
val) than to temperature or other aspects of 
weather.  Since day length is not affected by weather 
changes, migration and nesting are happening at 
about the same time of year now as before the warm-
ing started.  Research by Paul Strode of the Univer-
sity of Illinois shows that this can lead to an imbalance 
between bird activity and the appearance of food 
sources for the birds.  In a world with increasing tem-
peratures, plants become active earlier each 
year.  The insects that feed on plants also are emerg-
ing from winter dormancy earlier.  Insects are major 
food sources for migratory and nesting birds.  But bird 
activity is not changing in phenology, while insect food 
sources are becoming available earlier in the 
year.  Birds therefore run the risk of migrating and 
nesting at times of the year when their major food 
source is no longer available.  Whether this imbalance 
will have a significant impact on birds in the long term 
is unknown. (Paul Strode is the son of Scott  & Jo-
anna Strode of North Manchester. Ed.)  

PRESIDENT’S CORNER —  DAVID HICKS 

 
What a wonderful bird is the Pelican 

His beak can hold more than his belly-
can 

He holds more in his beak 
Than he eats in a week 

And I don’t know how in the hell-he-can! 
by Ogden Nash 

  RECENT BIRD SIGHTINGS 
    Bruce Ruisard went on an Indiana Audubon field 
trip to Prairie Ridge State natural area in Jasper Co., 
ILL on 4/3/2004 and saw 9 pairs of Greater Prairie 
Chickens booming and displacing. “What a sight and 
sound!” Also saw Harriers and Short-eared Owls. 

    Becky Lee reports, “I saw 5 American White Peli-
cans on the Lake of the Woods in Bremen, on April 
23. I thought they were swans, but they were too big 
& their bills were too long.”  
    Shirley Needham saw her first Chimney Swifts of 
the season on the Tippecanoe River in Fulton Co. on 

4/24/2004.  
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Name ________________________________________ 
 
Address ______________________________________ 
 
City, State, ZIP ________________________________ 
 
Phone ________________________________________ 
 
E-mail address _________________________________ 

(e-mail will be used only for occasional notices of events 
 and not be shared with any other organizations.) 

Date_______________ 
 

Check for any membership option and/or contribution 
should be made out to: 

TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY 
and send to: 

Wilson Lutz, Membership Chair 
806 East Second Street Ext. 
North Manchester, IN 46962  
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JOIN TIPPECANOE AUDUBON NOW!  — 3 OPTIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 
1) Join Tippecanoe Audubon Society as “Friends of Tippecanoe” and have all your dues stay  here in our 

local area. Dues are  $25/yr. and 100% is tax-deductible since it is a  501(c)3 educational organization. 
2) Join National Audubon Society with automatic membership in the local chapter plus the beautiful Audu-

bon quarterly magazine. Dues are $35/yr. with only $4.50 returning to the local chapter, and because 
of the magazine only $31 of the $35 is tax-deductible. 

3) Join “Friends of Tippecanoe” & National Audubon Society for $25 + $35 = $60/yr. Of that $29.50 stays 
in our local area and $56 is tax-deductible.  

4) Contribution is Welcome too!       contribution $________  + membership $________ =  $________ 

Please sign me up as an Audubon member according to the circled options above. 

Chimney Swift: Bird of the Month        (continued from page 4) 

A Chimney Swift on the wing looks a little like a short 
stubby flying cigar.  It has long, narrow, scythe-shaped 
wings that do not bend at the wrist.  Its body is about five 
inches long, and its wingspan is about a foot.  It flies with 
shallow, rapid wing beats broken by short pauses.  When 
seen from below flying overhead, it looks entirely black, but 
its underside is actually dark gray and its upperside sooty 
black.   It has a short beak with a wide gape that enables it 
to scoop insects out of the air as it flies.  Its short stubby tail 
is stiff and spiny and is used as a prop when it clings to a 
vertical surface.  Its distinctive feet have four hook-like toes 
with claws well adapted for clinging to rough surfaces.  It 
flies from dawn to dusk making a high-pitched twittering 
song that can often be heard as it passes overhead.  On 
warm sunny days, pairs or small flocks may fly high over-
head, following the insects that rise on thermals, but on dull 
cloudy days when there are no thermals, they may fly close 
to the ground in their pursuit of insects.  Unlike bats Chim-
ney Swifts depend on the keen vision of their large eyes 
rather than echolocation to find insects.   

The Chimney Swift, Chaetura pelagica, belongs to the 
Swift Family, Apodidae, that includes 18 genera and 98 
species.  A majority of Swift species go by the English 
name Swift, but other English names for some species are 
Swiftlet, Needletail, and Spinetail.  In the western United 
States three other Swift species occur: Vaux's Swift, 
Chaetura vauxi; White-throated Swift, Aeronautes 
saxatalis; and Black Swift, Cypseloides niger.  Altogether in 
the Western Hemisphere 30 Swift species have been re-
corded by ornithologists, some occurring in the islands of 
the Caribbean, but the majority living in mainland Mexico, 
Central America, or South America.  One of the most wide-
spread is the Gray-rumped Swift, Chaetura cinereiventris, 
that ranges from Central America as far south as Para-
guay.  In the Eastern Hemisphere, 68 species have been 
recorded.  One of the most wide-ranging is the Common 
Swift, Apus apus, that nests all across northern Eurasia 
and moves south to southern Asia and Africa in the winter.  
Another species with an extensive range from India to 
South Africa is the Little Swift, Apus affinis.   

New Tippecanoe Audubon Board 
 The installation of the Board of Directors occurred at the April program meeting for a one year term. 
They are:   PRESIDENT - David Hicks,    VICE PRESIDENT - Steve Hammer,    SECRETARY - Connie Doud,        
TREASURER - Deb Hustin,    PROGRAM CHAIR - Steve Doud,    FIELD TRIP & PUBLICITY CHAIR - Paul Steffen, 
SANCTUARY & MEMBERSHIP CHAIR - Wilson Lutz, NEWSLETTER EDITOR - Parks Adams, DIRECTOR - David Eiler. 
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CHIMNEY SWIFT: BIRD OF THE MONTH 
By David Eiler 

In northern Indiana Chimney Swifts may be seen from 
early May till late September flying overhead in small 
flocks.  A distinctive characteristics is that they never perch 
except at night.  Instead they spend the entire day flying 
and catching insects as they go.  At dusk they dive into 
chimneys where they cling and sleep until dawn.  This be-
havior pattern is what gave them the name Chimney Swift.  
Before there were chimneys they used hollow trees.  As the 
forests of the eastern United States were cleared to make 
way for farms and towns, Chimney Swifts adapted by 
switching to chimneys, though some may still use hollow 
trees where available.  They sometimes also use other 
structures built by humans such as silos, sheds, open cis-
terns, or abandoned barns and houses.  Their ability to 
adapt to human structures enabled them to expand their 
range westward across the treeless prairies as settlers built 
houses and towns with chimneys.   

The breeding range of the Chimney Swift now extends 
across the United States from the Atlantic coast west 
across the prairie states nearly to the Rocky Mountains, 
and north into the southern edge of Canada.  In late sum-
mer they gather in large flocks in preparation for fall migra-
tion.  While migrating, they fly only during the day and roost 
overnight in hollow trees, chimneys, or other suitable struc-
tures.  At dusk, migrating Chimney Swifts fly about over a 
chimney until first one or two, then several, dive down into 

the chimney.  These are soon followed by dozens or even 
hundreds  that form a swirling funnel over the chimney be-
fore diving in.  Their southward migration route takes them 
straight across the Gulf of Mexico, then south through Cen-
tral America and on to the tropical lowland rainforests of 
eastern Peru.  There they spend the winter along river mar-
gins and forest edges.  They no doubt follow the same 
route in reverse when flying back north in the spring to their 
breeding range.   

A Chimney Swift pair builds a nest in the same hollow 
tree or chimney where they roost overnight.  Usually a 
chimney or hollow tree will be used by only one pair during 
the nesting season.  The cup-shaped nest is attached to 
the vertical interior of the chimney or hollow tree with saliva 
that hardens like glue to hold the nest together.  It is made 
of small twigs, stems, and evergreen needles that the birds 
pluck with their feet and transfer to their beaks while in 
flight.  The pair also copulates in the air.  The female lays 
four or five pure white eggs, about one every other day, 
that are incubated by both the male and the female, some-
times with both sitting on the nest together.  The eggs 
hatch in about three weeks or a little less.  The nestlings 
fledge in about two weeks and cling to the chimney wall 
below the nest where the parents feed them until they are 
able to fly.                   (continues on page 3) 
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Coming events 
June 2004 

PROGRAM, TUESDAY EVENING, JUNE 22, AT 7:30 PM AT THE BLUE LION COFEE HOUSE IN PIERCETON. 
 Bart Culver will show slides on a vist to Tortugero Nation Park in Costa Rica, which has one of the 
largest turtle nesting sites in the world,  and a side trip to a group of islands off the eastern coast of Panama 
called Bocas Del Toro. This visit occurred in October, 2003 as part of the International Meeting of The Na-
ture Conservancy. Bart is an Indiana Life Trustee of the organization. 

FIELD TRIP, SATURDAY, JUNE 26, AT 1:30 PM AT EDNA W. SPURGEON WOODLAND RESERVE.  
 This is the first nature preserve that ACRES acquired. Locally known as “The Knobs”, it was carved by 
the last glacier, which left low ridges of Kame. Ravines were carved into the Kame ridges by glacial melt-
water. The wild flower population is especially great and is “housed” in a climax forest of beech and sugar 
maple. This forest contains the second largest tulip tree in the state. 
 Directions: From Ligonier, IN, take SR 6 about 3 miles east to CR 600W and turn north about 3 miles 
to the preserve on the east side of the road. Meet in the Spurgeon parking area at 1:30. Bring mosquito repel-
lant or large flyswatter. 
ANNUAL PICNIC & FIELD TRIP, SUNDAY AFTERNOON, JULY 25, AT BART CULVER’S HOME EAST OF N. WEBSTER. 

 More information and directions in the June issue of Tippe-Topics. 

Membership Fee Increased by $5 
     As you may be aware, the goals and policies of 
National Audubon Society (NAS) have changed dra-
matically in the past few years.  At the national level, 
Audubon is emphasizing its role in public policy is- 
sues, particularly protection of publicly-owned lands, 
bird conservation and the Endangered Species Act. 
Also, NAS is shifting its priorities toward support of its 
major nature centers and state-level programs.  All of 
this is to the good, since it will mean increased public 
education and more visibility of conservation-oriented 
viewpoints. 
     These changes, while praiseworthy, cannot be 
made without expense.  Funds that go into one pro-
gram are no longer available for other activi-
ties.  Moreover, NAS, as well as its chapters, are sup-
ported primarily by donations.  In recent years, contri-
butions to organizations have dropped considera-
bly.  According to the Chronicle of Philanthropy, 
“Donations in 2002 declined 1.2 percent, after adjust-
ing for inflation, compared with an average annual 
gain of 12 percent during the previous five years.” 

 
     All of this affects Tippecanoe Audubon because 
NAS, which funded chapters for many years, is in the 
process of closing off their financial support.  In about 
a year, the Tippecanoe Audubon chapter will not re-
ceive any funding from NAS.  However, we still have 
a number of activities and missions that cost money: 
• Publication of the Tippe-Topics newsletter. 
• Maintenance and improvement of three sanctuar-
ies, which are open to the public. 
• Providing public programs and field trips. 
     Consequently, we created a way for members to 
support these activities as Friends of Tippecanoe 
Audubon.  The Friends program provides support to 
our chapter, but does not give membership at the na-
tional level. 
     The cost of membership in Friends of Tippecanoe 
Audubon has been $25 per year.  However, as NAS’s 
support dwindles toward zero, it is becoming increas-
ingly difficult to support our programs.  Consequently, 
the cost of membership in Friends will be in-
creased to $30.  If you have questions or comments, 
get in touch with me.   
 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER —  DAVID HICKS 
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JOIN TIPPECANOE AUDUBON NOW!  — 3 OPTIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 
1) Join Tippecanoe Audubon Society as “Friends of Tippecanoe” and have all your dues stay  here in our 

local area. Dues are  $30/yr. and 100% is tax-deductible since TAS is a  501(c)3 educational organiza-
tion. 

2) Join National Audubon Society with automatic membership in the local chapter plus the beautiful Audu-
bon quarterly magazine. Dues are $35/yr. with only $4.50 returning to the local chapter, and because 
of the magazine, only $31 of the $35 is tax-deductible. 

3) Join “Friends of Tippecanoe” & National Audubon Society for $30 + $35 = $65/yr. Of that, $34.50 stays 
in our local area and $61 is tax-deductible.  

Contributions are welcome too!       contribution $________  + membership $________ =  $________ 

Please sign me up as an Audubon member according to the circled options above. 

BOOM AND BUST  by Wilson B. Lutz 
Boom and bust!  That phrase could describe 

the history of a  gold mine, an  oil field, a cut and run 
logging operation, or a company whose once-popular  
product has become obsolete.  But it also applies to 
those northern rodents, the lemmings.  Lemmings 
are the classic example of an animal whose popula-
tions can build up to incredible numbers.  Then all of a 
sudden the population falls almost to the vanishing 
point. These brown, five to six inch long mouse-like 
animals live chiefly in northern Scandinavia. 

  Legend has it that when lemming populations 
build to a maximum, they march to the sea and de-
stroy themselves in a spectacle of mass annihila-
tion. Scientists have known for a long time that the 
mass suicide legend was all wrong. 

  New research has revealed what really hap-
pens, and it turns out that our feathered friends are 
intimately involved.  Carol K. Yoon, writing in a No-
vember issue of the New York Times, has described 
research extending over a fifteen year period cen-
tered on the life cycles of collared lemmings of north-
ern Greenland.  It seems that as the lemming popula-

tions build to very large numbers, due to their high  
fertility,  so do the populations of predators that feed 
on them.  

 The researchers, led by Dr. Olivier Gilg, a Fin-
nish ecologist, has found that the chief predators of 
lemmings are snowy owls, skuas, foxes, and stoats.  
The stoat is a weasel-like animal that develops a 
hearty taste for lemmings as the lemming population 
increases.  Stoats are also fast breeders. So just as 
the lemming population reaches a maximum, there is 
also a mass of hungry stoats to feed on them.  

 Snowy owls also feast on lemmings.  A fam-
ily of snowy owls can consume  some fifty lemmings 
in one day.  Thus, it turns out that as the lemming 
population reaches a maximum, the predator popula-
tion also reaches a maximum and is there to meet — 
and consume — the lemmings.   

The mystery is solved: the lemmings don't fall 
into  the ocean when they die   they feed the snowy 
owls, the skuas, the foxes, and the stoats.  In a word, 
they are recycled into other life forms.  It is another 
example of how nature prevents valuable nutrients 
from going to waste. 

When one tugs at a single thing in nature, he finds it attached to the rest of the world.  
-John Muir, naturalist, explorer, and writer (1838-1914) 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
 The Tippecanoe Audubon Society supports conservation and 
environmental education to promote appreciation, understanding, 
and preservation of birds, other wildlife, and diverse ecosystems for 
present and future generations. 

 If a man walks in the woods for love of them half of each day, he is in danger of being regarded 
as a loafer. But if he spends his days as a speculator, shearing off those woods and making the earth 
bald before her time, he is deemed an industrious and enterprising citizen.  
     -Henry David Thoreau, naturalist and author (1817-1862)  

RECENT BIRD SIGHTINGS 
   Mary Purcell of Wabash, IN reports, “From Hum-
mingbirds to Baltimore Orioles, I’ve seen so many 
species this spring I would hog the column listing 
them all. Special mentions: Purple Finches, Rose-
breasted Grosbeaks, Eastern Screech-Owl (grey), 
Yellow Warbler, the first successful Purple Martin 
colonies I’ve ever seen up close, and most signifi-
cantly, Rufous-sided Towhees.” 

New Friends of Tippecanoe Audubon,  
Welcome to three new members: 
Karen Whitacre of Tippecanoe, IN 
Mary Gretsinger of Cromwell, IN 

Cassandra Rish of North Manchester, IN 

Note: The BIRD OF THE MONTH by David Eiler will return next month with the Yellow Warbler. Ed. 
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Coming events 
July 2004 

Regular Tippecanoe Audubon Society (TAS) Events: 
   MONTHLY PROGRAM MEETING on 4th Tuesday at 7:30PM except December when Christmas Dinner.  
   Program Meetings are held at the Blue Lion Coffee House in Pierceton, Indiana. 
   MONTHLY BOARD MEETING on 2sd Tuesday at 7:15PM except December. TAS members are welcome. 
   Board Meetings are at Timbercrest Senior Living Community in North Manchester, Indiana. 
   MONTHLY FIELD TRIPS, the time and place to be announced. Everyone is Welcome. 

ANNUAL PICNIC & FIELD TRIP, SUNDAY AFTERNOON, JULY 25, AT 1:30 PM AT BART CULVER’S HOME. 
 The Tippecanoe Audubon Society number one event of the year takes place at the home of Cinda 
and Bart Culver in North Webster, IN. The Culvers annually host a wonderful get-together, picnic and field 
trip, all on their special “nature preserve”!   Bart will again lead a field trip over the woodland, wetland and  
reforestation fields of the old farm where they have lived for 28 years. 
 If you miss this event, you will hate yourself in the morning!  Bring meat of your choice, which you may 
“burn” to your own specifications on the grills. Eat with your fingers or drag in some dinner-ware.  Additionally, 
you may bring a dish to share. Drinks will be provided.  Not a part of the meal, but certainly a part of the day, 
is  the opportunity to swim in the cool and very wet pond. Also provided; good friends, interesting discussions 
and conversations, and lots of info to add to your knowledge of nature! 
 Directions: On SR 13, at south edge of N. Webster, take Backwater Rd. going east. Backwater be-
comes CR 600N. Watch for the Culver’s drive in woods on the right 200 yards before CR 1000E. The house 
is not visible from road. 

NOTE NO PROGRAM IN JULY. 
PROGRAM,TUESDAY EVENING AUGUST 24, AT 7:30 PM AT THE BLUE LION COFFEE HOUSE IN PIERCETON. 

 Shirley Needham, who recently moved to Rochester and is a federally-licensed wildlife rehabilitator, 
will show slides and talk about the (Chimney) Swift-Watch program. More in the next issue of Tippe-Topics. 

Renewal Reminder 
Please note the expiration date of your T.A.S. 

membership.  It is located above your name on the 
mailing label of this issue (and all recent issues) of 
Tippe-Topics.  

If the number reads 0401, 0402, 0403, 0404, or 
0405 it is time (actually past time) to renew your 
membership.  

For example: 0401 means the year 2004 and the 
month of January.  O405 means the year 2004 and 
the month of May. For your convenience, a member-
ship renewal form is located on page 3 in this news-
letter.       Wilson B. Lutz, Membership Chair. 

RECENT BIRD SIGHTINGS 
Lila O’Connell was birding southeast of Peru 

along the Missisinewa River on 5/28/2004. Saw a 
Blue Bird, an Eastern Kingbird, Barn Swallows, 
and others. 

Mary Purcell on 6/11/2004 saw a Northern 
Mockingbird, a pair of Blue-gray Gnatcatchers, 
and a Blue Grosbeak at her feeders in Wabash.  

(I talked with Mary. She lives in the city of Wa-
bash but has 5 acres of woods across the road. She 
has several kinds of feeders with 3 bird baths and 2 
small areas of artificial running water in her yard.  

According to David Eiler there has never been a 
Blue Grosbeak reported on a Spring Count. They 
are seen in western Indiana. Is this the first seen in 
the Tippecanoe Audubon area? ED.) 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
David Hicks, President 
Phone: 260-982-2471 

E-mail: djhicks@manchester.edu 
Tippecanoe Audubon Web Site 

www.tippeaudubon.org 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 The Tippecanoe Audubon Society supports conservation and 
environmental education to promote appreciation, understanding, 
and preservation of birds, other wildlife, and diverse ecosystems for 
present and future generations. 

Effect of West Nile Virus on Birds 
Audubon bird counts occur twice a year: in the last 

half of December, and on the second Saturday in 
May.  They are a great opportunity to get out in the 
field and practice your bird ID skills.  However, they 
also provide long-term data that can be used to as-
sess trends in bird population size.  

TAS has been compiling count data since 1975, 
and consequently we can evaluate the impact of 
changes in the environment on our local birds.  One 
of the most important factors affecting bird popula-
tions in recent years has been the advent of the West 
Nile virus.  Although rightly feared as a life-threaten- 
ing human disease, this viral infection is a potential 
disaster for bird populations, affecting a large propor-
tion of individuals and having a high death rate of 
those infected.  To what extent have local birds been 
affected by West Nile? 

In the US, this disease was first encountered in 

New York in 1999.  By 2002, West Nile had reached 
the Midwest, and considerable increases in bird 
deaths were reported in many areas.  The Cornell 
Laboratory of Ornithology reported that two of the 
most susceptible types of birds, chickadees and the 
American crow, had shown significant declines of 
74% and 70%, respectively, at bird feeders observed 
in their Feederwatch program.(http://birds.cornell.edu/
Publications/birdscope/Spring2003/TakingCount.html) 
It should be noted that the role of West Nile in these 
declines is still unclear, but the timing of the drops in 
number is certainly suspicious. 

Do our bird-count data indicate such a trend?  In 
order to answer this question, I calculated long-term 
averages for TAS count data from 1981-2001.  (The 
earliest counts had much smaller sample sizes than 
those after 1981.)  The results are shown in the table 
below.  The long term data are given as averages 
plus or minus 3 standard deviations.  Standard devia-
tions are a way of indicating year-to-year variation in 
counts; larger numbers indicate more variation. 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER —  DAVID HICKS 

 December 
1981-2001 

May  
1981-2001 

May 
2003 

Dec 
2003 

May 
2004 

Individuals 10888 ± 3952 9143 ± 2295 11465 6903 10357 

Species 55 ± 14 128 ± 12 150 52 144 

Chickadees 109 ± 58 33 ± 11 32 75 27 

American crow 310 ± 163 162 ± 63 102 220 102 

Comparison of recent December and May counts 
to the long-term averages indicate a mixed pic-
ture.  Overall, the numbers of individual birds and of 
species observed are within the range of normal 
variation.  Chickadee (black-capped and Carolina 
combined) counts also do not seem to indicate a sig-
nificant decline.  However, crow counts are on the low 
side, although still not completely out of the normal 
range.  

These data raise some questions: Are we on the 

verge of a major decline in the crow population?  If so, 
what changes in other populations will result from the 
loss of a large, omnivorous bird?  Will other suscepti-
ble bird species also decline?  Only continued moni-
toring of bird populations by TAS and other groups 
can answer these questions. 

Data from previous counts is available on the Inter-
net at: (http://users.manchester.edu/Facstaff/DJHicks/
tipauddata.htm) 

   Life consists not in holding good cards but in playing those you hold well.  
            --Josh Billings, columnist & humorist (1818-1885) 
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JOIN TIPPECANOE AUDUBON NOW!  — 3 OPTIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 
1) Join Tippecanoe Audubon Society as “Friends of Tippecanoe” and have all your dues stay  here in our 

local area. Dues are  $30/yr. and 100% is tax-deductible since TAS is a  501(c)3 educational organiza-
tion. 

2) Join National Audubon Society with automatic membership in the local chapter plus the beautiful Audu-
bon quarterly magazine. Dues are $35/yr. with only $4.50 returning to the local chapter, and because 
of the magazine, only $31 of the $35 is tax-deductible. 

3) Join “Friends of Tippecanoe” & National Audubon Society for $30 + $35 = $65/yr. Of that, $34.50 stays 
in our local area and $61 is tax-deductible.  

Please sign me up as an Audubon member according to the circled options above. 

Yellow Warbler: Bird of the Month        (continued from page 4) 
courting a female.  The most common nesting habitat 
is a marshy area with willows, but other common 
nesting habitats are brushy old fields, woodland 
edges, and riparian margins.  After mating, the female 
builds a nest using fine plant fibers and grass and 
lines it with plant down, hair, and fine grass.  The 
usual location is in the crotch of a tree or bush.  When 
the nest is complete, the female lays from three to six 
eggs that may be pale gray, blue, or green, with 
brown or gray speckling.  She then incubates the 
eggs, which hatch in eleven or twelve days.   

Brown-headed Cowbird females often lay eggs in 
Yellow Warbler nests.  However, unlike most Cowbird 
victims, the Yellow Warbler female builds a new nest 
on top of the old one and lays another set of eggs.  
Nests with as many as five or six layers have been 
found.  The male joins with the female in bringing food 
to the nestlings.  Yellow Warblers feed almost entirely 
on caterpillars, adult insects, and spiders, but some-
times eat a few berries.  The nestlings grow rapidly 
and fledge in ten to twelve days.  A Yellow Warbler 
pair does not raise a second brood.   

Wood Warblers belong to the family Parulidae that 
occurs only in the Western Hemisphere.  The family 

consists of 116 species divided into 24 genera.  The 
largest genus is Dendroica with 27 species, including 
the Yellow Warbler, Dendroica petechia.  The second 
largest genus is Basileuterus with 25 species.  The 
third largest is Myioborus with 12 species that all go 
by the English name Redstart.  

 All other genera have less than 10 species.  There 
are 12 genera that consist of only one species each.  
Sixty-five species are neotropical, which means that 
they spend the entire year in the New World tropics, 
and fifty-one are neotropical migrants, which means 
they migrate to the New World tropics for the winter 
and then head back north in the spring to nest.   

For migratory species, northward migration in the 
spring is timed so that nestlings are being raised just 
when insect populations are at their maximum.  How-
ever, global warming may be disturbing this synchro-
nization.  Insect emergence triggered by warm spring-
time temperatures is occurring earlier and earlier, but 
Warbler migration, triggered by hours of daylight, re-
mains unchanged.  This could mean that Warblers will 
not have an adequate food supply when their food 
needs are at a maximum. 

 

If you wish to make an apple pie truly from scratch, you must first invent the universe. -Carl Sagan 
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YELLOW WARBLER: BIRD OF THE MONTH 
By David Eiler 

Altogether thirty-six Wood Warbler species have 
been recorded in Indiana.  The great majority of these 
migrate through Indiana but nest further north in 
Michigan or Canada and rarely or never nest in Indi-
ana.  Of the twenty-one species recorded during the 
summer in northern Indiana, one is abundant, six are 
fairly common or locally common, five are uncommon, 
and nine are considered rare, extremely rare, or cas-
ual.  The Yellow Warbler is among those that are re-
garded as fairly common.  It nests throughout Indiana 
in suitable habitats.   

The Yellow Warbler is fittingly named, since it is 
bright yellow.  Adult males have rusty-red vertical 
streaking on the breast that females and juveniles 
lack.  The back, wings and tail have an olive cast that 
is hardly noticeable, dark edging on the wing feathers, 
and a dark tail with yellow feather edging.  At first 
glance one might confuse a Yellow Warbler with a 
Wilson's Warbler, but a Wilson's Warbler male has a 
black cap, and a Wilson's Warbler female is com-
pletely unmarked.  An inexperienced birder might also 
confuse a Yellow Warbler with an American Gold-
finch, but a Goldfinch male in breeding plumage has a 
black forehead, and both sexes have black wings with 

prominent white wing bars.   
The Yellow Warbler has a greater breeding range 

than any other Wood Warbler species.  It nests from 
Alaska east across Canada to Newfoundland as far 
north as the Arctic Circle, and south through the 
United States, Mexico, Caribbean, Central America, 
and northern South America as far south as Colom-
bia, western Ecuador, northern Peru, and the Galapa-
gos Islands in the Pacific Ocean west of Ecuador. 

Over this wide range it has diversified into thirty-
four named subspecies with many plumage variations 
and differing habitat preferences.  The subspecies 
that we see here in Indiana nests mainly in the central 
United States and south-central Canada.  During the 
winter, northern populations migrate south to Mexico, 
Central America, and northern South America, though 
a few may spend the winter in the warmer parts of 
Oregon, California and Arizona, and across the south-
ern edge of the country from Texas to South Carolina.   

In northern Indiana Yellow Warblers typically arrive 
in late April or early May.  Each male stakes out a 
nesting territory and begins   (continues on page 3)
courting a female.  The     most common nesting habi-
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Coming events 

Regular Tippecanoe Audubon Society (TAS) Events: 
   MONTHLY PROGRAM MEETING on 4th Tuesday at 7:30PM except December when Christmas Dinner.  
   Program Meetings are held at the Blue Lion Coffee House in Pierceton, Indiana. 
   MONTHLY BOARD MEETING on 2sd Tuesday at 7:15PM except December. TAS members are welcome. 
   Board Meetings are at Timbercrest Senior Living Community in North Manchester, Indiana. 
   MONTHLY FIELD TRIPS, the time and place to be announced. Everyone is Welcome. 

FIELD TRIP, SUNDAY, AUGUST 15, AT 1:30 PM AT GRIDER WOODS NEAR NORTH WEBSTER. 
 Our field trip is planned for Grider Woods, which is in the Tri County Fish & Game Area,  northeast of 
North Webster. There are 2 other areas we can visit within a few hundred yards. The focus here is plants and 
birds. This woods has a large colony of a plant called squaw root. It will be past it’s prime but still quite identi-
fiable. Bring your interest, your curiosity and your mosquito repellant. 
 Meet at 1:30 in the south parking lot of the Wawasee Junior High School, just south of Syracuse. The 
school is at the intersection of Hwy. 13 and county Rd. 1000 N. 

PROGRAM,TUESDAY EVENING AUGUST 24, AT 7:30 PM AT THE BLUE LION COFFEE HOUSE IN PIERCETON. 
 Shirley Needham, who recently moved to Rochester and is a federally-licensed wildlife rehabilitator, 
will show slides and speak on the (Chimney) Swift-Watch program. 
 Each year, millions of chimney swifts migrate from their breeding grounds in eastern North America to 
the Amazon basin where they spend the winter months.  During migration, chimney swifts spend the night in 
communal roosts.  Individual roost structures may host several thousand individuals at the same time or tens 
of thousands during the entire migration period.  Roost structures may be used by migrant swifts each year 
for decades.  Because so many individuals congregate in relatively few locations, the systematic loss of his-
toric roost structures may lead to consequences on a population level.  Currently, information needed to de-
velop conservation strategies for the protection of swift stopover areas is lacking.  Swift-Watch is a citizen-
based program designed to collect and compile information on the location of stopover areas used by swifts 
during migration.   

Audubon Hero Died Ninety-nine Years Ago 
By Wilson B. Lutz 

     Have you ever heard of Guy Bradley?  He died 
ninety-nine years ago this July, but no marker stands 
above his grave.  In 1964 the slab and bronze marker 
indicating his grave were washed away when storm-
driven winds lashed the southern tip of Florida near 
Cape Sable.  Persons who remember the marker say 
that it carried the following inscription: "Guy M. Brad-
ley, 1870-1905. Faithful unto death as game warden 
of Monroe County. He gave his life for the cause to 
which he was pledged."  
     In the early 1900s, the killing of birds for their 
plumes was still going full tilt.  In the hat-making trade, 
some feathers were worth more than an equivalent 
weight of gold. Appalled by the slaughter, the National 

Association of Audubon Societies had induced the 
Florida legislature to pass laws protecting the birds in 
that state.  
     Ironically, the state provided no money to put teeth 
into the law.  Audubon groups therefore responded by 
raising enough  money on their own to hire four 
"game wardens" one of whom was Guy Bradley.  He 
began his duties in 1902.  His territory was a group of 
rookeries that were home to a few remaining egrets 
and herons.  On July 8, 1905 Bradley observed  two 
brothers, named Smith, killing birds on Oyster Key at 
the southern tip of Florida.  In attempting to arrest 
them, Bradley was shot dead.  Somewhat later a sec-
ond warden, Columbus G. McLeod was also shot and 
killed.  
     The ensuing public        (continues on page 2)
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    Last month I wrote about the use of Audubon count 
data in examining trends in the abundance of bird 
species.  On a broader scale, long-term counts can 
give us a better understanding of the characteristics 
of our local bird life, or avifauna.  As an example, I 
have used data from  TAS May counts from 1975 

through 2001. 
     During this time period, we recorded a total of 
nearly 200,000 individual birds.  (The winter count is 
even greater: about 283,000 individuals during the 
same time period.)  But, while the cumulative number 
of individuals sighted increases every year, the num-
ber of species seen has been fairly stable for a num-
ber of years. See graph: 

     As of 2001, a total of 223 species had been seen.  
Since the late 80’s, counts have not added more than 
3 new species per year to the total, so this figure is 
unlikely to rise much further, barring the effects of en-
vironmental change on our avifauna. 
     Combining May and Christmas count data brings 
the TAS species list to a total of 242.  This is quite 
impressive, but rather low next to the total of 378 
given by Indiana Audubon for the entire state.    How-
ever, the state totals include all times of year and all 
geographic regions. 

The long-term data show that few species are ex-

tremely abundant, and few are extremely rare.  Of the 
223 species in the May count, only 9 were super-
abundant (5000 or more individuals counted) and 18 
were super-rare (represented by 1 or 2 individuals).     
Unsurprisingly, the five most abundant species were 
Red-winged Blackbird, House Sparrow, American 
Robin, European Starling and Common Grackle.  The 
rarest species (only 1 individual seen) were primarily 
those that are outside of their normal geographic 
range during the May count, such as Wilson’s Phala-
rope, Short-eared Owl, Black-necked Stilt, Baird’s 
Sandpiper, and Olive-sided Flycatcher. 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER —  DAVID HICKS 

(continued from page 1) indignation over these mur-
ders led New York state to pass laws barring the use 
of bird feathers in hat making.  With the loss of a mar-
ket for plumes and the courageous acts of persons 
like Bradley and McCleod,  the wholesale killing of 

birds for their feathers finally came to an end.  The 
satisfying resurgence of heron and egret populations 
is a direct result. So when people come to honoring 
national heroes, Audubon people have their own spe-
cial honorees.   



- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Name ________________________________________ 
 
Address ______________________________________ 
 
City, State, ZIP ________________________________ 
 
Phone ________________________________________ 
 
E-mail address _________________________________ 

(e-mail will be used only for occasional notices of events 
 and not be shared with any other organizations.) 

Date_______________ 
 

Your check for any membership option and/or  
contribution should be made out to: 

TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY 
and send to: 

Wilson Lutz, Membership Chair 
806 East Second Street Ext. 
North Manchester, IN 46962  

 TIPPE-TOPICS  August, 2004                Page 3 

JOIN TIPPECANOE AUDUBON NOW!  — 3 OPTIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 
1) Join Tippecanoe Audubon Society as “Friends of Tippecanoe” and have all your dues stay  here in our 

local area. Dues are  $30/yr. and 100% is tax-deductible since TAS is a  501(c)3 educational organiza-
tion. 

2) Join National Audubon Society with automatic membership in the local chapter plus the beautiful Audu-
bon quarterly magazine. Dues are $35/yr. with only $4.50 returning to the local chapter, and because 
of the magazine, only $31 of the $35 is tax-deductible. 

3) Join “Friends of Tippecanoe” & National Audubon Society for $30 + $35 = $65/yr. Of that, $34.50 stays 
in our local area and $61 is tax-deductible.  

Please sign me up as an Audubon member according to the circled options above. 

Common Grackle: Bird of the Month        (continued from page 4) 

Consequently, they were often shot by farmers and orchard 
growers.  However, they also eat insects, spiders, and 
larva, including pest insects and cutworms, and in this way 
benefit farmers.  Grackles even eat crayfish, frogs, and 
mice.  They are attracted to water, where they wade 
around, foraging for snails, crabs, crayfish, mussels, 
shrimp, tadpoles, and frogs.  They come readily to seed 
feeders where they crowd out smaller species.  Birders of-
ten consider Grackles pests because they vandalize the 
nests of other bird species eating eggs and defenseless 
nestlings. They may even raid other Common Grackle 
nests.   

Common Grackles often nest in colonies that may in-
clude as many as twenty or thirty pairs.  They are able to 
nest in a variety of habitats, including coniferous and de-
ciduous forests, cattail marshes, brushy fence rows and 
roadsides, and in towns and suburban areas where trees 
and shrubs are sufficiently numerous.  Nests are usually 
five to twenty feet above the ground, but may sometimes 
be as high as sixty feet.  The female takes ten or eleven 
days to build her nest which is bulky and loosely woven 
from a variety of materials such as weeds, grass, feathers, 
and lined with grass, feathers, and sometimes mud.  The 
nest is shaped like a bowl eight or nine inches high and six 
or seven inches wide.  Inside it may be only a little over 
four inches in diameter and a little less than four inches 
deep.  In mid-April the female lays four to six pale greenish 

eggs with dark brown blotches and speckles and incubates 
them without the help of the male.  The eggs hatch in 
eleven or twelve days, and fledglings leave the nest sixteen 
to twenty days after hatching.  Both male and female par-
ents bring them food consisting mostly of insects until they 
are ready to go off on their own.  A pair usually raises just 
one brood per year. 

The two closest relatives of the Common Grackle 
(Quiscalus quiscula) are the Boat-tailed Grackle (Quiscalus 
major), which lives along the Atlantic and Gulf Coasts, and 
the Great-tailed Grackle (Quiscalus mexicanus) a south-
western that ranges Central America as far north as Kan-
sas and west to southern California, and has recently ex-
panded its range as far north as southern Idaho.  Grackles 
belong to the exclusively Western Hemisphere family Icteri-
dae that includes a total of 97 species.  Eleven species be-
long to the genus Agelaius, including our Red-winged 
Blackbird (Agelaius phoenicus).  Seven belong to the ge-
nus Sturnella, including five species that go by the English 
name of Meadowlark.  Three that go by the name Cowbird 
belong to the genus Molothrus.  The largest genus by far is 
Icterus, that includes 26 species — all but one of which go 
by the English name Oriole.  The English name Oriole was 
given to the Baltimore Oriole by early British settlers in co-
lonial America because of its similarity to the unrelated 
Eurasian Oriole (Oriolus oriolus) that belongs to the East-
ern Hemisphere family Oriolidae.   

The bluebird carries the sky on his back.  -- Henry David Thoreau 
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COMMON GRACKLE: BIRD OF THE MONTH 
By David Eiler 

As its name implies, the Common Grackle is a common 
species that can be seen throughout the year in northeast-
ern Indiana, though it is much less common during the win-
ter.  Most years on Tippecanoe Audubon Society Christ-
mas Bird Counts only a few or none at all have been re-
corded, but in 2001 a surprising total of 80 was recorded.  
On spring bird counts Common Grackles are always one of 
the most abundant species.  Over eleven years from 1993 
to 2004 the average number of Common Grackles re-
corded on spring bird counts in Kosciusko County was 460.  
Records from northwestern Indiana show that Common 
Grackles reach their peak numbers during spring migration 
in late April and fall migration in early October.  During fall 
migration they may gather in flocks of thousands, often 
along with Red-winged Blackbirds and Brown-headed Cow-
birds that are closely related species. Such flocks may also 
include unrelated European Starlings that have similar hab-
its.   

Common Grackles are entirely black with no marks of 
any kind except for bright yellow eyes.  In the population 
found along the east coast and west to the Appalachians 
males have a purplish iridescence in sunlight that gave rise 
to an older name, Purple Grackle. The population occurring 
from the Appalachians west across the Great Plain to the 
Rocky Mountains has a bronzy iridescence that gave it the 
name Bronzed Grackle. Still another population limited to 

the south Atlantic coastal plain, Florida, and the Gulf states 
west to Texas, was called the Florida Grackle and is 
slightly smaller.  Juveniles of all populations are sooty-gray 
with no iridescence and dark eyes.  Common Grackles are 
about the same size as American Robins, though males 
have a longer tail.  In flight, especially in the spring males 
appear to have a keel-shaped tail that sticks straight out 
behind when they fly. Their flight is steady and straight with 
no undulations. They are poor songsters. Their song is 
fairly high in pitch and has been compared to a squeaky 
gate or rusty hinge.   

The nesting range of the Common Grackle extends 
from Alberta and the Rocky Mountains east across Canada 
to the Atlantic Ocean and south to the Gulf Coast.  In winter 
northern and western populations move south of the Great 
Lakes and east of the High Plains.  They do not go as far 
south as Mexico or the Caribbean.   

Common Grackles have a quite varied diet including 
both plant and animal material.  Seeds, berries, and fruit 
constitute an important part of their diet.  Because of their 
large populations and eating habits they often damage field 
crops and fruit orchards.  In late summer Common Grackle 
populations reach their maximum just when crops are rip-
ening.  In colonial days and during the nineteenth century, 
they often became so numerous that they caused great 
damage to crops.       (continues on page 3)              
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Coming events 
September 2004 

Regular Tippecanoe Audubon Society (TAS) Events: 
   MONTHLY PROGRAM MEETING on 4th Tuesday at 7:30PM except in December when is Xmas Dinner. 
   Program Meetings are held at the Blue Lion Coffee House in Pierceton, Indiana. 
   MONTHLY BOARD MEETING on 2sd Tuesday at 7:15PM except December. TAS members are welcome. 
   Board Meetings are at Timbercrest Senior Living Community in North Manchester, Indiana. 
   MONTHLY FIELD TRIPS, the time and place to be announced. Everyone is welcome. 

FIELD TRIP, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, AT 9 AM AT THE TAYLOR NATURE PRESERVE. 
 We will be doing some fall birding since migration will be underway. This is a grand time to be out, and 
the Taylor Nature Preserve is a grand place to be! “Taylor” is Tippecanoe Audubon’s first sanctuary, given to 
us by Herbert L. Taylor in 1990. It stretches along the Eel River for nearly 1/4 mile.  “Taylor”  is especially 
good for migration birding because many species follow river courses on their annual north/south flights. 
 Directions: From SR 13 north of North Manchester, take the marked turnoff into Liberty Mills.  Con-
tinue over the river and through town.  At the east edge of town, turn north on 4th St.  Bear right at the old 
schoolhouse and follow the road around a major bend to the Audubon signs at the entrance.  Follow the 
grassy lane in front of the pine trees to the parking area. 

PROGRAM, TUESDAY EVENING SEPTEMBER 28, AT 7:30 PM AT THE BLUE LION COFFEE HOUSE IN PIERCETON. 
 The program is entitled: Fall Wild Edible Plants and will be given by David Hicks, Associate Professor 
of Biology at Manchester College. His special emphasis is in botany and ecology.  
 A discussion of some locally available wild edible plants, illustrated by slides and accompanied by 
samples. 

RECENT BIRD SIGHTINGS 
     Lana Jarrett sends Greetings. “I was able to see 
a lot of magpies, jackdaws (crows), black-headed 
gulls, an oyster catcher and some coots.  I wasn't 
exactly bird watching, but I did keep my eyes open 
while vacationing in Great Britain and Ireland in 
July…”           

  RENEWAL RIMINDER 
 Our T.A.S. membership chair calls your atten-
tion to the fact that the expiration date of  T.A.S. 
memberships is now easier to read and interpret than 
before.  Take a look at your mailing label.  You may 
see something like the following: 
  Apr2004 
  JOHN AND JOANNE DOE 
  FALLS CREEK DR 
  PERU, IN 46970 
 The month is abbreviated and the year written 
out.  The heading, Apr2004, indicates that the mem-
bership expired during the month of April in the cur-
rent year, 2004.  It is therefore  time to send in a 
$30.00 renewal check or better still, utilize one of the 
higher  membership categories.  If you see a problem 
with  the expiration date on your mailing label, please 
contact Wilson Lutz at  mwlutz@kconline.com or at 
(260-982-6754). 

     “Until we extend the circle of our compassion 
to all  living  things, we  will  not  ourselves  find 
peace.”                   - Dr. Albert Schweitzer  

BIRDING is: 
Your lifetime ticket to the theater of nature. 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
David Hicks, President 
Phone: 260-982-2471 

E-mail: djhicks@manchester.edu 
Tippecanoe Audubon Web Site 

www.tippeaudubon.org 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 The Tippecanoe Audubon Society supports conservation and 
environmental education to promote appreciation, understanding, 
and preservation of birds, other wildlife, and diverse ecosystems for 
present and future generations. 

 Papers in scientific journals typically deal with 
topics that most of us find abstract, described in terms 
that are unintelligible to the general reader.  However, 
some journals print articles of wider interest.  A case 
in point is Conservation Biology, which regularly in-
cludes editorials and opinion pieces. 
            In a recent issue (December, 2003), Conser-
vation Biology published several articles on the possi-
bility of an environmental amendment to the US Con-
stitution.  Although the notion of enshrining environ-
mental protection in the Constitution may seem ex-
treme, it is not as unprecedented as it may seem. 
Three (unsuccessful) attempts were made to so 
amend the Constitution between 1967 and 1970, and 
at least four states currently have such provisions in 
their constitutions.  For example, article XI of the Illi-
nois constitution states in part: “The public policy of 
the State and the duty of each person is to provide 

and maintain a healthful environment for the benefit of 
this and future generations.  The General Assembly 
shall provide by law for the implementation and en-
forcement of this public policy…” 
            The environmental clauses of state constitu-
tions have faced legal tests in Montana and Hawaii, 
and have been upheld to the level of the respective 
state supreme courts.  However, no case has reached 
the U.S. Supreme Court. 
            Should we take it a step further?  Should the 
U.S. Constitution be amended to protect the environ-
ment?  Would such a step provide more protection 
than do current environmental laws such as the En-
dangered Species Act, Clean Water Act, etc?  If noth-
ing else, an amendment would be more difficult to 
undo.  If an amendment is justified, what form should 
it take?  Should it be couched in terms of conserving 
the environment for future human generations, or in 
terms of preserving biodiversity for its own sake? 

(Sounds as if David is asking for feedback -Ed) 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER —  DAVID HICKS 

 Tippecanoe Audubon Board 
 The installation of the Board of Directors occurred at the April program meeting for a one year term. 
They are:   PRESIDENT - David Hicks,    VICE PRESIDENT - Steve Hammer,    SECRETARY - Connie Doud,        
TREASURER - Deb Hustin,    PROGRAM CHAIR - Steve Doud,    FIELD TRIP & PUBLICITY CHAIR - Paul Steffen, 
SANCTUARY & MEMBERSHIP CHAIR - Wilson Lutz, NEWSLETTER EDITOR - Parks Adams, DIRECTOR - David Eiler. 

  Administration Looks to Eliminate Protections                
for Roadless Areas In National Forests 
 
Washington, DC, Monday, August 9, 2004  
 In a move widely condemned by conservationists, 
sportsmen's associations, and outdoor recreation groups, 
the Bush Administration announced plans July 12 to elimi-
nate the Clinton-era Roadless Area Conservation Rule lim-
iting logging and development in 58.5 million acres of na-
tional forest.  Audubon is calling on Americans who care 
about the environment to let the Administration know how 
they feel during the public comment period ending Septem-
ber 14. They can take action at   www.capitolconnect. 

com/audubon/summary.asp?subject=336. 
 "The implementation of the Roadless Rule had 
more Americans commenting on it and supporting it than 
any other federal rule in U.S. history. Yet, the administra-
tion has ignored the public's clearly expressed desire to 
protect the last untouched areas of our national forests," 
said Bob Perciasepe, Audubon's chief operating officer. 
"We urge those Americans who care about the fate of our 
nation's forests to once again let the government know how 
you feel during this public comment period." 
 For more information, please visit  www.audubon. 
org/news/pressreleases/Take Action Roadless.html. 
 

In the end, our society will be defined not only by what we create but what we refuse to destroy.  John C, Sawhill, President of The Nature Conservancy 
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E-mail address _________________________________ 
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Date_______________ 
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contribution should be made out to: 
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and send to: 

Wilson Lutz, Membership Chair 
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North Manchester, IN 46962  

 TIPPE-TOPICS      September, 2004                Page 3 

JOIN TIPPECANOE AUDUBON NOW!  — 3 OPTIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 
1) Join Tippecanoe Audubon Society as “Friends of Tippecanoe” and have all your dues stay  here in our 

local area. Dues are  $30/yr. and 100% is tax-deductible since TAS is a  501(c)3 educational organiza-
tion. 

2) Join National Audubon Society with automatic membership in the local chapter plus the beautiful Audu-
bon quarterly magazine. Dues are $35/yr. with only $4.50 returning to the local chapter, and because 
of the magazine, only $31 of the $35 is tax-deductible. 

3) Join “Friends of Tippecanoe” & National Audubon Society for $30 + $35 = $65/yr. Of that, $34.50 stays 
in our local area and $61 is tax-deductible.  

Please sign me up as an Audubon member according to the circled options above. 

Red-eyed Vireo: Bird of the Month        (continued from page 4) 

with mature trees, in farm woodlots, and in national forests, 
state forests, and natural areas of any kind where there are 
trees.   

Red-eyed Vireos forage for insects, larvae, spiders, and 
the like, in trees and shrubs, moving more deliberately than 
do foraging Warblers.  Even while singing continuously, 
they usually manage to grab something between nearly 
every phrase.  In late summer they also eat berries and 
small fruit of many kinds such as elderberry, blackberry, 
sumac, and dogwood.   

Red-eyed Vireos migrating north in the spring begin ar-
riving in northern Indiana in late April and early May with 
numbers peaking in mid-May.  Many move through the 
state to nesting areas further north while others stop to nest 
in Indiana.  Males arrive first and set up territories to attract 
females.  The male courts the female mainly by chasing 
her, but also by fanning his tail, swaying his head back and 
forth, and singing.  The nest is built by the female with little 
or no help from the male who is busy guarding their terri-
tory.  The nest is usually suspended from a horizontal fork 
near the outer end of a bough, usually only five to ten feet 
above the ground, though sometimes as high as forty or 
fifty feet.  The nest is a cup about two inches deep and 
three inches across made of grass, strips of bark, and root-
lets, and covered on the outside with spider webs and   

lichens.   
A few days after the nest is finished the female lays 

from three to five eggs that are white with fine dark brown 
speckling.  She incubates them without the help of the male 
who guards their territory against encroachment by nearby 
males.  Many nests are parasitized by Brown-headed Cow-
bird females, often before the Vireo female has laid her first 
egg.  In some cases the Vireos will then abandon the nest 
and build another one, sometimes on top of the same nest 
with the Cowbird egg still in it.  If the female Vireo does 
brood the nest, the Cowbird egg hatches first and takes 
most of the food brought by the Vireo parents.  However, a 
majority of Red-eyed Vireo pairs manage to avoid Cowbird 
predation and succeed in raising a brood.  The female incu-
bates the eggs, which hatch in about ten to fourteen days.  
Both parents feed the nestlings until they fledge — about 
ten or twelve days after hatching.  Thus nestlings are usu-
ally on the wing by about mid-June or a little later.   

Red-eyed Vireos begin their southward migration in late 
August or the first half of September, but some that nested 
further north may pass through Indiana as late as October.  
During migration they fly only at night.  Their migration 
route is primarily through eastern Mexico and Central 
America.  Most continue on south to the Amazon basin 
where they spend the winter.   

 “If everyone lived like Americans...then you’d need three planet Earths...to sustain that level of 
consumption.”                               Peter Raven; botanist and conservationist 
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RED-EYED VIREO: BIRD OF THE MONTH 
By David Eiler 

Vireos resemble Wood Warblers in size, appearance, 
and behavior.  For this reason the two groups were long 
thought to be closely related, and Vireos were placed just 
before Warblers in most field guides.  However, modern 
DNA research has shown instead that Vireos are closely 
related to Crows and Jays.  The Crow Family, Corvidae, 
and the Vireo Family, Vireonidae, both originated in Austra-
lia and spread from there north and west across Eurasia 
and on to North America.  As a result, members of the 
Crow Family now inhabit every continent except Antarctica, 
but the Vireo Family died out long ago in the Eastern Hemi-
sphere and now occurs only in the Western Hemisphere.   

The Red-eyed Vireo has long been considered one of 
the most abundant forest-dwelling bird species in eastern 
North America.  However most birders hear it much more 
often than they see it.  In fact almost the only way to see 
one is to hear the male as he sings monotonously and al-
most continually from a perch high in the canopy.  If you 
look long enough you may eventually spot him through 
your binoculars.  His song consists of short quick phrases 
that can be paraphrased "where-are-you" and "here-I-am" 
repeated over and over again.  One ornithologist listened to 
a Red-eyed Vireo all day long counting his songs and 
found that he repeated his song more than twenty-two 
thousand times between dawn and dusk.   

A Red-eyed Vireo is about six inches long, slightly 

shorter than a House Sparrow.  Males and females have 
identical dull plumage with no wing bars and almost no 
other distinctive field marks.  They are grayish or olive-
green above and whitish below.  If you are fortunate 
enough to get a close look at one you will see that it has a 
gray cap, a white line over the eye and a dark line through 
the eye.  It gets its name from the reddish color of the iris 
which is visible only at close range.  This is almost the only 
field mark that distinguishes it from two near relatives, the 
Philadelphia Vireo and the Warbling Vireo, and from the 
look-alike Tennessee Warbler.  Vireos have slightly hooked 
beaks that are slightly heavier than the beaks of most War-
bler species.  Hearing its distinctive song is the best way to 
identify it with certainty.   

Red-eyed Vireos have a nesting range that extends 
from northwestern Canada south to Washington and Idaho, 
and on east south of Hudson Bay to the Atlantic, and south 
to the Gulf coast east of the Rocky Mountains.  Since it re-
quires habitats with trees, its presence within this large 
area is spotty, especially in the Great Plains where it can 
survive  along wooded streams and in towns with shade 
trees.  In midwestern and eastern woodlands it used to be 
abundant everywhere, but its numbers declined wherever 
forests were cleared and the land converted to agriculture.  
It continues to survive in towns and suburbs where there 
are parks and residential areas   (continues on page 3)  
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Coming events 
October 2004 

Regular Tippecanoe Audubon Society (TAS) Events: 
   MONTHLY PROGRAM MEETING on 4th Tuesday at 7:30PM except in December (Christmas Dinner).  
         Program meetings are held at the Blue Lion Coffee House in Pierceton, Indiana. 
   MONTHLY BOARD MEETING on 2sd Tuesday at 7:15PM except December. TAS members are welcome. 
         Board meetings are at Timbercrest Senior Living Community in North Manchester, Indiana. 
   MONTHLY FIELD TRIPS, the time and place to be announced. Everyone is welcome. 

FIELD TRIP: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9, AT 9 AM AT THE FLORY GEMMER WOODS. 
 You will visit a very special sanctuary, The Flory-Gemmer Woods. We have watched the varied 
habitat change dramatically. There are hundreds of yards of “edge” where woods meets open grassland, 
home to a higher number of species than either woods or grass. I flushed a woodcock, yellowthroat warblers 
with “raccoon masks”, catbirds, robins, jays, and song sparrows. I walked over a bumblebee nest too!  
 The trail system is extensive, and all are freshly mowed for your pleasure. We are in the thick of fall 
bird migration right now, and there will be some fall wild flowers that come complete with a botanist to help 
you identify them. There will also be some beautiful fall color developing!  Bring your camera and interest. 
Join us for a beautiful day ! !   This is a must-visit sanctuary ! ! !  
  Directions: From SR 13 north of North Manchester, take the marked turnoff into Liberty Mills. Go east 
through Liberty Mills and continue east 1.6 mi. (the road  winds a bit) to CR 500 E. Turn north and go 1/4 mi. 
to the sanctuary on the left. — Paul Steffen 

PROGRAM: TUESDAY EVENING OCTOBER 26, AT 7:30 PM AT THE BLUE LION COFFEE HOUSE IN PIERCETON. 
 The presentation is entitled: "It Came from the Sinkhole: A Glimpse of Indiana's Wildlife Before 
the Ice Age" by Dr. James Farlow, professor of geology at IPFW. He will talk about the work IPFW and the 
Indiana State Museum have done to collect and document a 5 million year old fossil assemblage from the 
Pipe Creek Sinkhole in Grant County.  Also, he will summarize the kinds of plant and animal fossils they have 
found and reconstruct the ecological community and the landscape in which it lived. 

SAVE TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14TH, FOR ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER & SLIDE FEST! 
SAVE  SATURDAY, JANUARY 1ST, FOR THE WINTER BIRD COUNT! 

  The Emerald Ash Borer , a summary taken from 
the DNR NEWS of 9/15/2004.  
      No new infestations have been found. The only 
confirmed Indiana sightings of the invasive metallic-
green  beetle continue to be at a campground near 
Fremont in Steuben County  and near a sawmill east 
of Shipshewana in LaGrange County. To prevent the 
emerald ash borer from  spreading, foresters, govern-
ment officials and scientists have agreed  on a policy 
of cutting and burning all ash trees within 1/2 mile of 
an infected tree. 
      Native to Asia, the insect came to the United 

States several years ago in packing material that ar-
rived in port at Detroit. It has destroyed  millions of 
ash trees in southern Michigan. The emerald ash 
borer typically attacks the tops of ash trees first.  Its 
larvae chomp S-shaped tunnels as they feed on the 
living tissue  under a tree's bark, cutting off the tree's 
supply of nutrients and  water. Healthy ash trees can 
starve to death in two to three years. 
      DNR officials believe both Indiana infestations in-
volve  wood brought to Indiana from Michigan. In 
Shipshewana,  logs containing emerald ash borer  
probably were hauled to the sawmill there and  the 
emerald ash borer rode into     (continue on page 3)
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
David Hicks, President 
Phone: 260-982-2471 

E-mail: djhicks@manchester.edu 
Tippecanoe Audubon Web Site 

www.tippeaudubon.org 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 The Tippecanoe Audubon Society supports conservation and 
environmental education to promote appreciation, understanding, 
and preservation of birds, other wildlife, and diverse ecosystems for 
present and future generations. 

 This year marks Tippecanoe Audubon’s 30th 
anniversary.  One of our major accomplishments is 
something that seemed out of reach for the first half of 
the chapter’s existence: we own three nature pre-
serves. 
          If you are not familiar with TAS’s nature sanctu-
aries, each has unique features, and all are well worth 
repeated visits. 
 The earliest of our current preserves to be ac-
quired is the Herb Taylor Sanctuary, northeast of Lib-
erty Mills. The upland and river bank support several 
natural communities.  This is a good spot for spring 
birding, because the height of the bluffs  allows a 
good line of sight into the treetops, making warblers 
and other migrants a little less elusive.   
 The Flory-Gemmer Woods and the Marsh are 
east of Liberty Mills, so a combined trip to all three is 

simple to do. The Woods comprises two distinct ar-
eas: a forested section and a rapidly reforesting old 
field.  Although this site has experienced more distur-
bance at the hands of humans than has Taylor, the 
contrast between the forest and the field adds to its 
diversity.  The Marsh was a pond in years past, ac-
cording to the early survey records.  Now it is a wet-
land mostly occupied by a dense stand of cattails. 
This is a good site in the spring, also, where one can 
see or hear bitterns and soras.  Although I’ve men-
tioned some of the natural events of spring, a visit to 
these sites any time of year is rewarding. 
          If you visit one of our preserves, give some si-
lent (or, preferably, otherwise!) thanks to Wilson Lutz 
and Paul Steffen, who have done a great job of main-
taining signs, parking areas and trails.  Wilson is the 
current sanctuary committee chair and Paul is past 
chair and past president. Both have spent many hours 
ensuring that all of the sites are pleasant to visit. 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER —  DAVID HICKS 

Welcome to 38 new members to 
Tippecanoe Audubon in the last 6 months! 

Mary Camden of Pierceton, IN 
Elesa Clark of Columbia City, IN 

David Cox of Plymouth, IN 
Marilyn Day of Plymouth, IN 
W. Duncan of Ventura, CA 

Marilyn Forsythe of Bremen, IN 
Dr. Frounfelter of Rochester, IN 

Nancy Grissom of Columbia City, IN 
H. Harper of Cromwell, IN 

Mark Hohulin of Bremen, IN 
Ruth Johnston of Plymouth, IN  

Sherman Kneller of Columbia City, IN 
Don Langlo of Columbia City, IN 

M. Leasure of Kewanna, IN 
Maredene Lehman of Pierceton, IN 

Regina Meyer of Milford, IN 
Ronald Nicksic of Leesburg,IN 

Virginia Peterson of Plymouth, IN 

Fern Reimers of Columbia City, IN 
Diana & Robert Ritchey of Kimmell, IN 

Joyce Selvey of Syracuse, IN 
Bill Stath of Syracuse, IN 

Phyllis Turner of Syracuse, IN  
Carolyn Urschel of Urbana, IN 

Ned Vogel of Warsaw, IN 
Helen Wallace of Warsaw, IN 
Seward Guy of Warsaw, IN 

Patricia Miller of La Fontaine, IN 
Jill Olson of Plymouth, IN 

Janet & Richard Davis of Syracuse, IN 
Lola Wagoner of North Manchester, IN 

Darrell Grisamer of Syracuse, IN 
Becky Lemert of Plymouth, IN  

Betty Tuvell of Ligonier, IN 
Florence Baker of Warsaw, IN 

Mary Ellen Frost of North Webster, IN 
Edward Fredericks of Donaldson, IN 

Mrs. Sanders of Mentone, IN 

 "God has cared for these trees, saved them from drought, disease, avalanches, and a  
thousand straining leveling tempests and floods; but he cannot save them from fools.  

Only Uncle Sam can do that." - John Muir 
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JOIN TIPPECANOE AUDUBON NOW!  — 3 OPTIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 
1) Join Tippecanoe Audubon Society as “Friends of Tippecanoe” and have all your dues stay  here in our 

local area. Dues are  $30/yr. and 100% is tax-deductible since TAS is a  501(c)3 educational organiza-
tion. 

2) Join National Audubon Society with automatic membership in the local chapter plus the beautiful Audu-
bon quarterly magazine. Dues are $35/yr. with only $4.50 returning to the local chapter, and because 
of the magazine, only $31 of the $35 is tax-deductible. 

3) Join “Friends of Tippecanoe” & National Audubon Society for $30 + $35 = $65/yr. Of that, $34.50 stays 
in our local area and $61 is tax-deductible.  

Please sign me up as an Audubon member according to the circled options above. 

Horned Lark: Bird of the Month        (continued from page 4) 
where to look.  The female lays from three to five grayish or 
greenish eggs with brown speckling and incubates them 
with no help from the male.  If an intruder comes too close, 
she sneaks away before she can be seen and waits till the 
coast is clear.  Because the nest is so hard to see, the 
eggs are seldom destroyed by predators.  The nest preda-
tors that most often find Horned Lark nests are skunks, rac-
coons, and domestic cats.  Brown-headed Cowbird females 
may also threaten the success of a nest by laying an egg in 
the nest.  This tricks the female Horned Lark into raising a 
baby Cowbird that displaces the Horned Lark nestlings.  
Horned Lark eggs hatch in about eleven days after they are 
laid.  If the eggs or nestlings are destroyed by a heavy 
snow or hard freeze, she soon makes a second attempt.  
Later in the season she usually raises a second brood, and 
sometimes even a third.   

Horned Larks forage on the ground, but they do not hop 
as most small birds do.  Instead they run this way and that, 
picking up seeds and insects as they go.  They may jump 
to grab seeds on standing plants, or they may push tall 
plants to the ground so they can get at the seeds.  A large 
flock of Horned Larks can get rid of a great many insects 
and weed seeds.  They will come to platform feeders set up 

out in the country.  They never enter towns or residential 
areas.   

The Horned Lark, Eremo alpestris, is the only member 
of the Lark Family, Alaudidae, occurring the Western Hemi-
sphere.  All other members of the family occur only in the 
Eastern Hemisphere, and all go by the English name Lark.  
Altogether, the Lark Family has a total of ninety-one spe-
cies classified into twenty-one genera.  Thirty-seven spe-
cies occur only in Africa.  The Lark species with the second 
greatest range after the Horned Lark, is the Crested Lark, 
Galerida cristata, that has thirty-five subspecies and occurs 
across Eurasia from the Atlantic to the Pacific and south as 
far as central Africa   Another species with an extensive 
range is the Sky Lark, Alauda arvensis, that is found the full 
length of Eurasia from the Atlantic to the Pacific.  The only 
Lark species occurring in Australia is the Australasian 
Bushlark, Mirafra javanica, that ranges from Australia north 
through the East Indies, southeastern Asia, and southern 
China.  The Horned Lark and other members of the Lark 
Family have no relationship to Meadowlarks that belong to 
the Icteridae Family which includes only Western Hemi-
sphere species such as Blackbirds, Grackles, Cowbirds, 
Orioles, Caciques, and Oropendolas.   

(Ash Borer continue from page 1) the campground  
near Fremont on firewood. A combined total of about 
20,000 ash trees probably will be removed  from the 
two sites. In most cases, the felled trees will be 
chipped up and burned.  

      Prevention tips:  Don't move any firewood or 
logs to Indiana from Michigan.  If you go camping, buy 
firewood near the campground or state park  where 
you are staying, and don't bring any home.  



Tippecanoe Audubon Society, Inc. 
c/o Wilson Lutz, Membership Chair 

806 East Second Street Ext.  
North Manchester, IN 46962 

Non-Profit Organization 
U. S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
North Manchester, IN 46962 

Permit No. 174 

TIPPE-TOPICS               October, 2004 
Parks M. Adams, Editor 

Phone: 260-982-6083; E-mail: pmadams@hoosierlink.net 

HORNED LARK: BIRD OF THE MONTH 
By David Eiler 

Horned Larks occur all across North America and Eura-
sia as far north as the Arctic Circle and as far south as the 
Tropic of Cancer.  There are forty-one named subspecies: 
twenty-seven in the Western Hemisphere, and fourteen in 
the Eastern Hemisphere.  Several of these may occur in 
Indiana at one time or another during the year.  Horned 
Larks are present throughout the year in Indiana and nest 
throughout the state in suitable habitats, but they are much 
more numerous during the winter when large flocks may 
sometimes be seen in corn and grain stubble fields.  When 
there is snow cover, they often gather along roadsides for-
aging for weed seeds.  In severe winters when there is 
deep snow, flocks of Horned Larks may be joined by two 
northern species, Snow Buntings and Lapland Longspurs 
that have been forced to move further south than usual.   

A Horned Lark cannot easily be confused with any other 
species if you can get a good look at one.  However, it 
blends in so well with the grays and browns of a harvested 
or plowed field in winter that it can be hard to see unless 
you see a flock land.  Horned Larks are about 7¼ inches 
long with a wing span of about 12 inches.  The female is a 
little smaller than the male.  Through binoculars you can 
see the slightly mottled gray-brown back, the moderately 
long tail that has black side feathers bordered by white 
feathers, the black upper breast band, the yellow throat 
bordered by black on the sides of the neck, the yellow or 

white eyebrow line, the black line along the sides and front 
of the crown with the two black tufts that give it the name 
Horned Lark.  If the eyebrow line is white, you are looking 
at a member of the Prairie Race; if it is yellow, you are see-
ing a member of the Northern Race.  The two races often 
occur together during the winter.  On the hind toe there is a 
long claw or spur that points backwards.  This is probably 
the basis for the name of the flower called a Larkspur.   

The nesting process begins as early as January when 
the male establishes a territory.  He then engages in a 
courtship flight to attract a mate.  He ascends several hun-
dred feet into the air where he sings a high-pitched tinkling 
song while flying in circles.  He then stops singing and 
dives head first with closed wings, and pulls out of the dive 
just in time to avoid crashing into the ground.  By late Feb-
ruary or early March, even if there is still snow on the 
ground, the female builds her nest on the sunny side of a 
clod of dirt, a clump of grass or weeds, or a corn stalk stub, 
thus enabling it to receive a slight amount of warmth and 
giving it a little protection from cold north winds.  She 
scratches out a cup-shaped hollow in the ground and lines 
one side of it with small pebbles and the other side with 
dead grass.  The nest is about 1½ inches deep with an in-
side diameter of about 2½ inches.  Even though the nest is 
in plain view, it blends in with its surroundings so well that 
is difficult to see, even if you know (continues on page 3) 
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Coming events 
November 2004 

Regular Tippecanoe Audubon Society (TAS) Events: 
   MONTHLY PROGRAM MEETING on 4th Tuesday at 7:30PM except in December (Christmas Dinner).  
          Program meetings are held at the Blue Lion Coffee House in Pierceton, Indiana. 
   MONTHLY BOARD MEETING on 2sd Tuesday at 7:15PM except December. TAS members are welcome. 
          Board meetings are at Timbercrest Senior Living Community in North Manchester, Indiana. 
   MONTHLY FIELD TRIPS, the time and place to be announced. Everyone is welcome. 

FIELD TRIP: SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13, AT 9 AM AT N. MANCHESTER ON OXBOW OF THE EEL RIVER. 
 East of N.Manchester is a wonderful sanctuary on an oxbow of the Eel River. The owners, Gary 
Eberly (of Manchester Greenhouse) and his brothers, have graciously granted us permission to conduct an 
Audubon field trip in this beautiful area. The long wooded trail, which “edges” the oxbow over both low and 
high ground areas, provides views of the shallow backwater of the oxbow. The backwater is quite large and 
hosts a large number of ducks. There is even a small Great Blue Heron rookery there. 
  We anticipate migrating ducks, warblers and other song bird species. We will also get to see the ab-
solutely beautiful cabin the Eberly brothers have built, almost entirely of recycled lumber! 
  Location: East of  N. Manchester on SR 114, to the fire station, and north to the first right hand jog.  
Ahead of you is a pond. Turn left into the field and take the lane over the hill (heading west) to the woods. 

PROGRAM: TUESDAY EVENING, NOVEMBER 16, AT 7:30 PM AT THE BLUE LION COFFEE HOUSE IN PIERCETON. 
 Neil Case, well-known writer and birdwatcher, will provide an informative slide show and presenta-
tion on the state of the National Wildlife Refuges based on many years of experience, bird watching, and 
nature study.  Included will be personal notes on volunteer stays at several refuges including Bosque del 
Apache AZ, St. Marks FL, Salton Sea CA, Mattanuskeet NC, Anahuac TX, Sabine LA, Cibola AZ, and Rice 
Lake MN.     Please note the Date Change for the program !!! 

SAVE TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14TH, FOR ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER & SLIDE FEST! 
SAVE  SATURDAY, JANUARY 1ST, FOR THE WINTER BIRD COUNT! 

“STATE OF THE BIRDS” 
 …. Appearing in the October issue of Audubon 
Magazine, “The State of the Birds” paints a disturbing 
picture.  Almost 30% of America’s bird species are in 
“significant decline,” a situation that signals seriously 
degraded environmental conditions in the habitats 
these birds call home. 
     ...In particular, a disturbing 70 percent of grassland 
species; 36 percent of shrub-land bird species; 25 
percent of forest bird species; 13 percent of wetland 
species; and 23 percent of bird species in urban ar-
eas are showing “statistically significant declines.” 
     ...Audubon’s President John Flicker sees a clear 
message in this report.  “Like the canary in the coal 
mine warning the miner of danger ahead, our birds 

are an indicator of environmental and human health,” 
he said.  “Birds signal that we are at risk next.” 
       ...“According to the U.S. Forest Service, 70 mil-
lion Americans - one-third of all adults in this country - 
call themselves birdwatchers.  The U.S. Fish & Wild-
life Service notes that they contribute at least $32 bil-
lion in retail sales, $85 billion in overall economic out-
put, and $13 billion in state and federal taxes, creating 
863,406 jobs,” continued Flicker.  “Birds also contrib-
ute to the bottom line in more subtle ways, providing 
free pest and weed control, distributing seeds, and 
pollinating flowers and crops…”  
    A digest of the report was published in the October 
Audubon magazine and a further analysis is available 
on the  website, www.adubon.org/bird/stateofthebirds. 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
David Hicks, President 
Phone: 260-982-2471 

E-mail: djhicks@manchester.edu 
Tippecanoe Audubon Web Site 

www.tippeaudubon.org 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 The Tippecanoe Audubon Society supports conservation and 
environmental education to promote appreciation, understanding, 
and preservation of birds, other wildlife, and diverse ecosystems for 
present and future generations. 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER —  DAVID HICKS  
 
 The songs and calls of birds are among the 
most commonly heard sounds in the natural world.  
But commonplace as bird sounds may be, they con-
vey information not meant for human ears, and some-
times hardly perceptible by us. 
 A good example of a bird-song communication 
system that is simple but subtle, is the 2-note song of 
the black-capped chickadee, often put into syllables 
as fee-bee.  The more commonly heard vocalization 
of this species is the chick-a-dee call, used by mem-
bers of a flock or family to keep in touch with each 
other.  The fee-bee song, on the other hand, is used 
by males to establish territories and to attract females. 
 Although the song is very simple, it has been 
studied by numerous ornithologists in the field and 
lab.  One of the techniques used to understand ani-
mal vocalizations is a graph called a sonogram or 
sound spectrogram.  (Some bird guides, such as 
Golden, illustrate bird vocalizations with sonograms.)   
In a sonogram, the horizontal axis is time, and the 
vertical axis is pitch, or frequency (higher values indi-
cate higher pitches).  The markings on the sonogram 
indicate how pitch changes over time.  
  A sonogram illustrating two fee-bee songs of 
the Carolina chickadee is shown below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One interesting fact gleaned from the sonogram is 
that the fee note is not a constant pitch; there is a 
smooth drop, or glissando, from an initial high pitch to 
a lower note.  In musical terms, the start and finish of 
the fee are about one semitone apart; i.e. they are in 
the same relationship as two adjacent piano keys.  
After the fee note, there is an abrupt drop of about a 
semitone to the bee note.  
 Researchers have used computerized sound-
processing to change the structure of the normal song 
in various ways.  The significance of the altered song 
is then determined by observing territorial responses 
of males or mating responses of females.  Males and 
females respond to different aspects of the song.  
Males do not show as strong territorial behavior if the 
altered song has a reduced glissando.  However, if 
the change in pitch between fee and bee is signifi-
cantly changed, males still view the song as a signifi-
cant threat from another member of their species.  In 
contrast, females are less interested in mating if ex-
posed to songs in which either the glissando or the 
drop from the fee to the bee is altered. 
 One surprise about perception of the song by 
other chickadees is that only the relative pitches of 
the notes matter.  Shifting the pitch of the entire song 
up or down does not change the behavior of the bird 
hearing the shifted notes.  In fact, individual males 
can and do sing their songs at a variety of different 
pitches. 
 Although the fee-bee song seems extremely 
simple to our ears, there are obviously some subtle-
ties in it to which the human ear is not very sensitive. 

Songs and calls of a variety of birds, including 
the black-capped chickadee, can be heard via Inter-
net at: www.mbr-pwrc.usgs.gov/id/songlist.html 

Information on chickadee communication 
comes from Ronald Weisman and Laurene Ratcliffe.  
Relative pitch and the song of black-capped chicka-
dees.  American Scientist, Nov-Dec 04, pp. 532-9. 

RECENT BIRD SIGHTINGS 
     Mary Purcell reports recent sightings at her 
feeders: Red-breasted Nuthatch, Red-headed 
Woodpecker, flocks of Pine Siskins, a Yellow-
throated Vireo, and a female American Redstart. 

   The dramatic threat of ecological breakdown is 
teaching us the extent to which greed and self-
ishness…are contrary to the order of creation. 
   – Pope John Paul II 
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Name ________________________________________ 
 
Address ______________________________________ 
 
City, State, ZIP ________________________________ 
 
Phone ________________________________________ 
 
E-mail address _________________________________ 

(e-mail will be used only for occasional notices of events 
 and not be shared with any other organizations.) 

Date_______________ 
 

Your check for any membership option and/or  
contribution should be made out to: 

TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY 
and send to: 

Wilson Lutz, Membership Chair 
806 East Second Street Ext. 
North Manchester, IN 46962  
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JOIN TIPPECANOE AUDUBON NOW!  — 3 OPTIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 
1) Join Tippecanoe Audubon Society as “Friends of Tippecanoe” and have all your dues stay  here in our 

local area. Dues are  $30/yr. and 100% is tax-deductible, since TAS is a  501(c)3 educational organi-
zation. 

2) Join National Audubon Society with automatic membership in the local chapter plus the beautiful Audu-
bon quarterly magazine. Dues are $35/yr. with only $4.50 returning to the local chapter, and because 
of the magazine, only $31 of the $35 is tax-deductible. 

3) Join “Friends of Tippecanoe” & National Audubon Society for $30 + $35 = $65/yr. Of that, $34.50 stays 
in our local area and $61 is tax-deductible.  

Please sign me up as an Audubon member according to the circled options above. 

House Sparrow: Bird of the Month        (continued from page 4) 
Thus they can spread over large areas in just a few dec-
ades.   

Early efforts to combat House Sparrows through trap-
ping and poisoning were unsuccessful and often harmed to 
native songbirds.  Since they are a non-native introduced 
species they are not protected by law and can be killed and 
their nests destroyed.  But attempts to reduce their num-
bers have failed.  House Sparrow populations began to 
decline somewhat when automobiles replaced horses and 
buggies for transportation, and tractors replaced horses on 
farms, thus diminishing horse manure as a major food 
source.  In recent years House Sparrow populations have 
declined further.  One reason for their decline may be 
tighter grain storage facilities on farms.  Furthermore large 
acreages of small grains, especially wheat, oats, and bar-
ley, which House Sparrows love, have been replaced by 
corn and soybeans which are eaten less readily by House 
Sparrows.  Still another reason may be competition for food 
with House Finches after they became abundant in the 
eastern half of the country in the last two decades of the 
twentieth century.  However, House Sparrows love bird 
feeders and bird baths where they behave aggressively 
towards other small species, often driving them away.   

House Sparrows are so familiar they hardly need to be 
described.  They are about the same size as native North 
American Sparrows such as the Song Sparrow, but they 
have a heavier build, shorter legs, shorter tails, and thicker 
bills than native Sparrow species.  During the breeding 
season the adult male has a brown back and wings with 
black streaking, a white wing patch, white cheeks, black 

lores, a gray cap, and a black throat.  During the nonbreed-
ing season the black on the throat expands down across 
the upper breast as a bib, because the feathers in this area 
are black with pale tips when fresh, but the pale tips gradu-
ally wear away exposing the black.  The female has buffy 
and black streaking on the back and wings, a pale gray cap 
and cheek, a buffy band through the eye, and is pale gray 
below with no markings of any kind.  House Sparrows 
make a variety of chirping and twittering noises.  A large 
flock in a bush or around a farm building can be quite 
noisy.  In fact, you may hear them before you see them.   

House Sparrows multiply rapidly.  They begin nest 
building in late winter and raise three or four broods a year.  
Nests are often placed on buildings in such places as eve 
troughs, behind down spouts, or other nooks and crannies.  
They take over Purple Martin Houses and Bluebird nest 
boxes, and even Wren houses if they have holes large 
enough for them to enter.  They may also build nests in 
shrubs, or even they take over nests of other bird species 
such as Cliff Swallows.  Several pairs may nest in the same 
area forming loose colonies.  The male and female work 
together in building the nest which is a large ball of grass, 
weeds, and trash, lined with feathers, with the entrance 
hole on one side.  The usual number of eggs is five, but 
may be anywhere from three to seven.  The eggs are white 
or greenish-white with brown spots and speckles.  They are 
incubated primarily by the female and hatch in twelve or 
thirteen days.  Both parents feed the nestling by regurgita-
tion.  They fledge in about two weeks.   
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HOUSE SPARROW: BIRD OF THE MONTH 
By David Eiler 

The House Sparrow is probably the most numerous and 
wide-ranging bird species in the world.  It now occurs on 
every continent except Antarctica.  House Sparrows may 
have first evolved in the area of the Mediterranean Sea 
where they began to associate closely with humans.  From 
there they spread north and east throughout Eurasia, and 
south into northern Africa, always in association with hu-
mans. 

 They were first introduced into the United States in 
1851 when eight pairs were released in New York City by 
the Brooklyn Institute for the purpose of controlling moth 
larvae that were damaging trees in Central Park.  Another 
reason for introducing them to the United states was that 
European immigrants missed the friendly birds they had 
been familiar with in their homelands.  Still another motive 
for the introduction was the hope that House Sparrows 
would help control agricultural insect pests.  There were 
several other introductions from Europe during the next 
twenty years.  They were introduced to Portland, Maine, in 
1854, to Boston in 1858, to New Haven, Connecticut, in 
1867.  Efforts to help them spread from one community to 
another were highly successful.  During this same period a 
thousand were released in Cincinnati.  House Sparrows 
were also introduced into Salt Lake City and San Francisco 
in 1873-1874 helping them to spread from coast to coast.  
They expanded their range northward into Canada, and 

southward through Mexico, Central America, and eventu-
ally all the way to the southern tip of South America, though 
they are unable to live in tropical rainforests or deserts.  It 
has been estimated that total House Sparrow population in 
the United States may be as many as one hundred million 
or more individual birds.   

 Within twenty years after they were first introduced it 
became obvious that they were pests.  They readily 
adapted to urban habitats where they thrived on garbage 
and grain in horse manure, and where their nests and drop-
pings were a nuisance.  They also thrived in rural areas 
living around farm buildings where nesting sites were read-
ily available and food abundant.  They eat weed seeds and 
some insects.  They also nip buds on fruit trees.  However, 
they feed primarily on grain, both in fields and in bins.  As 
their range and numbers grew, House Sparrows caused 
more and more damage to agricultural crops and fruit trees.  
They also competed with native bird species for nest sites, 
territories, and food, and caused their populations to de-
cline.  They are nonmigratory and present the year around.  
Individual birds seldom move more than a few miles from 
where they hatched, and foraging flocks usually range no 
further than a mile or two from the farm buildings where the 
reside.  However, population pressure from their high rate 
of reproduction may force some to move further in order to 
establish territories.          (continues on page 3) 
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Coming events 
December 2004 

Regular Tippecanoe Audubon Society (TAS) Events: 
   MONTHLY PROGRAM MEETING on 4th Tuesday at 7:30PM except in December (Christmas Dinner).  
          Program meetings are held at the Blue Lion Coffee House in Pierceton, Indiana. 
   MONTHLY BOARD MEETING on 2sd Tuesday at 7:15PM except December. TAS members are welcome. 
          Board meetings are at Timbercrest Senior Living Community in North Manchester, Indiana. 
   MONTHLY FIELD TRIPS, the time and place to be announced. Everyone is welcome. 

AUDUBON CHRISTMAS DINNER, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14, AT 6 PM AT THE BLUE LION COFFEE HOUSE. 
 The Blue Lion is in Pierceton, IN, located one block west of SR 13.  

 Please bring your slides, pictures, and art work done in 2004 for sharing after dinner. A projector and 
screen will be provided. Dinner includes a selection of quiches, soups, deserts, and beverage. Cost is $12.75, 
which includes tax and tip. Please bring cash or check made out to the Blue Lion.  
 Reservations must be received by Friday the 10th! To make reservations email David Hicks at 
djhicks@manchester.edu or phone 260-982-2471 or 982-5309.  

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT, SATURDAY, JANUARY 1, DAWN TIL DUSK IN NORTHEASTERN KOSCIUSKO COUNTY. 
 Teams of two or three people will be assigned to designated areas of the 15-mile count circle. Each 
team will have a car with at least one experienced birder to serve as leader and to ensure that identifications 
are accurate. Each team will also have a recorder, who need not be an experienced birder, to record the 
numbers of every species seen. Both experienced and inexperienced birders are needed to help with the 
count.  To join the count contact: Dave Eiler at 260-982-2726, by e-mail at dleiler@earthlink.net, or send him 
a note at 301 Hickory Lane, N. Manchester, IN 46962. Names of participants are needed by December 
21st.   
 Participants are asked to meet at 6:30AM for breakfast at Hardee’s Restaurant located in Warsaw on 
the south side of US-30. At that time each team will receive a packet of material with instructions, map, and 
forms for recording data. Teams will spend the day counting birds in their assigned areas, taking breaks as 
needed. Team leaders are asked to collect a $5 fee from each team member that must be sent to National 
Audubon to help pay the costs of publishing the results of all 2004 Christmas bird counts.  
 The count will conclude with a supper and count compilation, starting a 5:00, at the home of Dave & 
Ruth Eiler at 301 Hickory Lane in the Timbercrest Neighborhood of Homes, behind the main Timbercrest 
building. Take SR 13 south, turn right on East Street, which is the 1st main intersection as you enter North 
Manchester. (There is a horse farm just before the intersection on the right and past the intersection on the 
left is Manchester College.) Go north approx. 1/4 mile and take the 2nd entrance into Timbercrest. Each team 
leader should bring all count forms and fill them out ready to turn in. Other count participants are welcome. 

ATTENTION ALL SNOW-BIRDS: 
 Experience tells us that a substantial number of T.A.S. members will go to Florida or some other 
warm clime for the winter. Experience also tells us that they will not let us know ahead of time. This means 
that the newsletters that we send out at some expense may not reach the intended destination and that the 
T.A.S. will have to pay a substantial returned mail fee. So if you are one of this years' snowbirds, please send 
us your forwarding address.  It will help keep your mail coming and our expenses down.  Thank you!! 

Wilson B. Lutz, Membership chair, mwlutz@kconline.com  or  (260)-982-6754 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
David Hicks, President 
Phone: 260-982-2471 

E-mail: djhicks@manchester.edu 
Tippecanoe Audubon Web Site 

www.tippeaudubon.org 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 The Tippecanoe Audubon Society supports conservation and 
environmental education to promote appreciation, understanding, 
and preservation of birds, other wildlife, and diverse ecosystems for 
present and future generations. 

   A summary of the October Audubon program, “It 
Came from the Sinkhole- A Glimpse of Indiana’s 
Wildlife Before the Ice Age.”    
    The campus of Manchester College sits on the lip 
of the 150-foot-deep gorge of the Teays River valley.  
If you live in or have visited North Manchester, you 
may be surprised that you’ve missed encountering 
such a large, obvious geographical feature.  However, 
the gorge is buried under many feet of material de-
posited by glaciers during the last 2 million years.  
The bedrock that forms the floor of the river valley is 
much older, dating back to the Silurian (410-440 mil-
lion years ago).  Until recently, geologists were not 
aware that there were any fossil records in our region 
of the intervening period.  It was assumed that the 
glaciers scraped the older bedrock surface clean be-
fore covering it up. 
    However, a discovery made about a decade ago 
indicates that this assumption is incorrect.  Workers at 
the Pipe Creek quarry near Swayzee, IN, uncovered a 
sinkhole, a pit eroded in the limestone.  A team of re-
searchers, including Dr. James Farlow from Indiana-
Purdue Fort Wayne, has been investigating the mate-
rial found in the sinkhole.  They found that the pit con-
tained fossil remains of a multitude of organisms.  
Comparison to other sites indicated that the fossils 
are about 5 million years old, clearly predating the Ice 
Ages but nowhere near as old as fossils found in the 
Silurian limestone.  Remains of this age are quite 
scarce in our part of the country; the next finds of 
comparable age are many hundreds of miles to the 
south and west. 
    The sinkhole was a cave at one time, similar to 
those found in the limestone terrain of southern Indi-
ana. Eventually, collapse of the roof produced a pit in 
which sediments and plant and animal remains accu-
mulated.  Excavations at the bottom of the sinkhole 
reveal a passage through which water slowly drained.  
Glacially-deposited materials then filled the sinkhole, 
protecting the accumulation within the pit.  The site is 
about an acre in area, and the sinkhole walls about 30 

feet high. 
    Sifting of the materials in the sinkhole has yielded 
remains of many types of organisms.  The most abun-
dant vertebrate animals are frogs and pond turtles; 
this, combined with the remains of aquatic plants and 
lots of tiny snails and clams, indicates that the site 
was a wetland.  The presence of animals associated 
with open environments, such as badgers and tor-
toises, indicates that the wetland was probably sur-
rounded by grasslands or by patchy forests. 
    The animal remains have been best studied so far, 
and include a mixture of living and extinct species.  
Among the species still known in our area are several 
species of frogs such as leopard frogs, and snakes 
such as racers and milk snakes.  However, the mam-
mals are mostly extinct species.  Among them are a 
number of now-extinct shrews and mouse-sized ro-
dents.  Weasels, rabbits, beavers, squirrels, and 
badgers are among the larger mammals found.  The 
most spectacular extinct mammals include a big cat 
(similar to a cougar in size), peccaries, dogs, bears, 
camels, and even a rhinoceros!  One of the biggest 
surprises about the larger mammals is that no horses 
have been found.  Although extinct in North America 
in recent times (geologically speaking) native horse 
species were abundant at the time when the sinkhole 
fossils were deposited. 
    For a few years, the Pipe Creek site was unique as 
the only site of its time period in the interior of the 
eastern half of North America.  A fossil find of similar 
age was discovered in the Appalachians of Tennes-
see in 2000.  Although there are some similarities to 
the Indiana site, there are some intriguing differences, 
too.  For example, the Tennessee site has tapirs, ele-
phants and crocodiles, none of which have been 
found in Pipe Creek. 
 
For more information see: James O. Farlow and oth-
ers.  The Pipe Creek Sinkhole biota, a diverse late 
Tertiary continental fossil assemblage from Grant 
County, Indiana.  The American Midland Naturalist, 
volume: 145, pages: 367-378 and  the website:  
www.Angelfire.com/in4/earthpages/pipecreek 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER —  DAVID HICKS 

 The world has been created for everyone’s use, but you few rich are trying to keep it for yourselves. For not 
merely the possession of the earth, but the very sky, the air, and the sea are claimed for the use of the rich few….The 
earth belongs to all, not just to the rich. -  St. Ambrose of Milan (340-397) 
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Name ________________________________________ 
 
Address ______________________________________ 
 
City, State, ZIP ________________________________ 
 
Phone ________________________________________ 
 
E-mail address _________________________________ 

(e-mail will be used only for occasional notices of events 
 and not be shared with any other organizations.) 

Date_______________ 
 

Your check for any membership option and/or  
contribution should be made out to: 

TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY 
and send to: 

Wilson Lutz, Membership Chair 
806 East Second Street Ext. 
North Manchester, IN 46962  
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JOIN TIPPECANOE AUDUBON NOW!  — 3 OPTIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 
1) Join Tippecanoe Audubon Society as “Friends of Tippecanoe” and have all your dues stay  here in our 

local area. Dues are  $30/yr. and 100% is tax-deductible, since TAS is a  501(c)3 educational organi-
zation. 

2) Join National Audubon Society with automatic membership in the local chapter plus the beautiful Audu-
bon quarterly magazine. Dues are $35/yr. with only $4.50 returning to the local chapter, and because 
of the magazine, only $31 of the $35 is tax-deductible. 

3) Join “Friends of Tippecanoe” & National Audubon Society for $30 + $35 = $65/yr. Of that, $34.50 stays 
in our local area and $61 is tax-deductible.  

Please sign me up as an Audubon member according to the circled options above. 

Cackling Goose: Bird of the Month        (continued from page 4) 
onto several of the Aleutian Islands where it formerly 
nested.  It was put on the endangered species list in 1973.  
This led to conservation efforts, including stocking on is-
lands where there were no foxes.  This enabled its num-
bers to increase to over 7000 by 1991 when its status was 
changed from endangered to threatened.  It was removed 
entirely from the list in 2001.  Subspecies minima, the 
Cackling Goose, nests in western Alaska on the Yukon 
Delta and migrates south to the west coast of Oregon and 
the Central Valley of California.  It migrates north in the 
spring along the Pacific coast, makes a stopover in the 
marshes of the Cook Inlet on the west side of the Kenai 
Peninsula in Alaska, and then continues north across the 
Alaska Range to its nesting grounds.  Subspecies hutchin-
sii, Richardson's Goose, nests in the Canadian Arctic and 
migrates south through the Great Plains to New Mexico, 

Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, and northern Mexico.  Although 
Indiana is east of its main migration route, this is the sub-
species that can occur in our area on migration.   

The Cackling Goose, subspecies minima, nests along 
the edges of ponds or streams.  The Aleutian Cackling 
Goose, subspecies leucopareia, nests on rocky slopes be-
tween the sea coast and coastal cliffs.  Richardson's Cack-
ling Goose, subspecies hutchinsii, forms nesting colonies 
that may include several hundred pairs on cliff ledges and 
steep rocky slopes.  Cackling Geese, like Canada Geese, 
feed entirely on plant material.  Their preferred diet in-
cludes grasses, sedges, seeds, and berries during the 
summer.  On their wintering grounds they feed primarily on 
grain in agricultural areas.  Cackling Geese honk like Can-
ada Geese, but may also give a higher pitched cackling call 
that gave it the name it goes by.   

 The Audubon Christmas Bird Count dates to 1900, when Frank Chapman, the editor of Bird-
Lore [later renamed Audubon], proposed it as an alternative to the “side-hunt,” an American holiday tradition 
in which celebrants went to the woods with their shotguns to see how many unsuspecting creatures they 
could blow away in an afternoon. Fortunately for millions of birds, as well as birdwatchers. The humane tradi-
tion caught on. Every year since, wildlife enthusiasts have dedicated one full day between mid-December and 
early January to counting, not creaming, the birds in their sights.  
 Since the first 27 people took to the field, the number of Christmas Bird Count participants has grown 
to more than 50,000 annually, hailing from all 50 states as well as 24 countries and island territories. 
       ( quote from Audubon November- December, 2004 issue) 
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CACKLING GOOSE: BIRD OF THE MONTH 
By David Eiler 

Ornithologists have traditionally recognized anywhere 
from eight to twelve Canada Goose subspecies.  Three of 
these subspecies are noticeably smaller than the others.  In 
the National Geographic Field Guide to the Birds of North 
America these three subspecies are shown and described 
under the names Richardson's Goose (hutchinsii), Cackling 
Goose (minima), and Aleutian Goose (leucopareia).  (The 
Sibley Guide to Birds uses the same three English names 
for these subspecies but does not give the Latin name.  
According to Sibley the three small species are from 25 to 
27 inches long, have wing spans of 43 to 48 inches, and 
weigh from 3.5 to 5.0 pounds.  In contrast, the larger sub-
species are from 36 to 45 inches long, have wing spans of 
53 to 60 inches, and weigh from 6.0 to 9.8 pounds.  The 
three small subspecies have now been grouped together 
by ornithologists under the new species name Cackling 
Goose (Branta hutchinsii).  A fourth Cackling Goose sub-
species, the Bering Goose (asiatica), is extinct.  The rest of 
the subspecies retain the old species name Canada Goose 
(Branta canadensis).   

New field guides and revised editions of current field 
guides will no doubt present the Cackling Goose as a sepa-
rate species alongside the Canada Goose.  Until such field 
guides become available, several Internet web sites pro-
vide descriptions and illustrations of the Cackling Goose in 
comparison to the Canada Goose.  Information for this arti-

cle came from such web sites.  Some photos show flocks 
of Canada Geese and Cackling Geese together.  The size 
difference is obvious.  Since one Cackling Goose subspe-
cies migrates through Indiana, we should be watching for it.  
The best way to do this is to look closely at flocks of Can-
ada Geese at rest on ponds or lakes.  Individuals that are 
noticeably smaller than the rest of the flock, not much big-
ger than a Mallard, are probably Cackling Geese.  There 
are also other differences.  A Cackling Goose has a shorter 
and more stubby beak, a shorter and more squarish head, 
and a steeper forehead.  The back is also more gray with a 
slightly silvery look.  Some Cackling Geese have a distinc-
tive stripe under the chin, separating the white cheek 
patches.  It may not be possible to identify some individuals 
with certainty, since the two species probably hybridize to 
some extent.   
     The three Cackling Goose subspecies have different 
ranges and different migration patterns that are indicated in 
a general way on the maps in the Sibley guide.  More de-
tailed information is given on several recent web sites.  
Subspecies leucopareia, the Aleutian Cackling Goose, 
nests on the Aleutian Islands of Alaska and migrates south 
across the Gulf of Alaska and along the Pacific Coast to its 
wintering grounds in the Central Valley of California.  Unfor-
tunately, its population had been reduced to under 800 by 
the introduction of foxes for fur farming (continue on pg 3) 
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