
 

TIPPE-TOPICS  

NEWSLETTER OF THE TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY 
Cass, Fulton, Kosciusko, Marshall, Miami, Noble, Wabash, Whitley Counties, Indiana 

Volume XXVIX, Numbers 1-2, January-February 2003 
OUR MISSION 

THE MISSION OF THE TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY 
IS ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION AND THE 
PROTECTION OF THE AIR, LANDS, AND WATERS UPON 
WHICH ALL BIRD, PLANT, ANIMAL, AND HUMAN LIFE 
DEPENDS.   

 C O M I N G  E V E N T S   
F E B R U A R Y  2 0 0 3  

FIELD TRIP, SUNDAY AFTERNOON, FEBRUARY 23, 1:30PM  -  CONSERVATION PROJECTS BY THE EEL RIVER 
Field trip leader Dave Hicks will take us to the forty-acre Croner property south of North Manchester where two 
conservation projects are being conducted with leaf mulching and conservation tree planting in a large open area and 
along a strip of riverside forest.  The property is located near North Manchester on the east of SR-13 about a quarter 
mile north of the Eel River bridge.  From the stop light at the intersection of SR-13 and SR-114 at the southwest 
corner of North Manchester go south about a quarter mile on SR-13 to a house on the east side of the highway.  On 
the south side of the house by a large pile of mulch is a flat gravelly scraped area large enough to accommodate 
several vehicles.  If the ground is firm, park near the mulch pile.  If the ground is too soft, park carefully on the wide 
paved shoulder of the highway making sure you are out of the driving lane.  Dress warmly.   

PROGRAM, TUESDAY EVENING, FEBRUARY 25, 7:30PM  -  VIDEO, "BIRDING IN SOUTHEAST ARIZONA" 
AT THE BLUE LION COFFEE HOUSE IN PIERCETON.  Steve Doud will present a video showing eighty-nine species 
of birds, most of which you are not likely to see in Indiana, including fourteen Hummingbird species, the Elegant 
Trogon, and the Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher, just to name a few.  Relax with us and forget the cold and snow while 
enjoying a cup of hot drink from Dave Taylor's kitchen and beautiful birds from warm southeastern Arizona.   

EDITOR'S FAREWELL:  I began editing Tippe-Topics in the spring of 1992.  For years I enjoyed it, but now it has 
become a chore.  So I take great pleasure in welcoming Jim Townsend who will take over as editor with the March 
issue.  We can look forward to many creative innovations from him.  -  Dave Eiler, Retiring Editor 

HOUSE SPARROWS DISAPPEARING FROM EUROPEAN CITIES 
By David L. Eiler, Newsletter Editor 

In the December 27 issue of the Christian Science Monitor 
there was a noteworthy article entitled "The puzzling case of 
Europe's vanishing sparrows".  According to the article, House 
Sparrows have been disappearing from many European cities.  
The amount of decline varies from city to city.  Their numbers 
have decreased drastically in London, and Amsterdam, and less 
drastically in Paris.  They have completely disappeared from the 
port city of Hamburg in northern Germany.   

House Sparrows are an introduced species in the United 
States and are often so abundant that they become pests.  But in 
Europe where House Sparrows are native, they are not viewed as 
pests.  Instead most city dwellers enjoy them.  Therefore the 
rapid decline in House Sparrow populations has become a 
matter of general public concern.  Though the concern has been 
growing, the cause or causes for the decline are not obvious.  So 
ornithologists have been carrying out research on the problem, 
but with no definitive results.   

Several possible causes for the decline are being studied.  
One study found that cats may catch as many as a quarter of all 

House Sparrows in cities.  Another possible cause under 
investigation is the clearing and development of weedy inner 
city wastelands where House Sparrows forage and nest.  Still 
another possible cause may be fumes from unleaded gasoline 
and diesel fuel.  Also being looked at is the growth of 
industrialized agriculture which has wiped out much of the wild 
plant life that produced seeds eaten by House Sparrows.   

The House Sparrow (Passer domesticus) belongs to the 
Eastern Hemisphere Passeridae Family, Old World Sparrows.  
Its native range extends all across Eurasia and south into 
northern Africa, the Middle East and India.  Though never 
domesticated, it has a special affinity for humans who have 
helped it spread to such faraway places as North America, 
Australia, South Africa, and the Hawaiian Islands.   

A close relative of the House Sparrow is the Eurasian Tree 
Sparrow (Passer montanus) that was introduced into the Saint 
Louis area and has spread locally in Missouri and adjacent 
Illinois.  Other members of the Passer genus are found in Africa, 
the Middle East, southeast Asia, and far eastern Asia.   

 

TINY FLORIDA BUTTERFLY ON VERGE OF EXTINCTION 
By David L. Eiler, Newsletter Editor 

A beautiful little butterfly called the Miami Blue was once 
common throughout most of the Florida peninsula.  The last 
known colony of this butterfly in the whole world is just barely 
surviving beside an old railroad trestle in Bahia Honda State 
Park in the Florida Keys.   

It has long been rare and was first described scientifically 
only in 1943.  It will likely be declared an endangered species so 
that the colony may be given further protection.  A plan is under 
way to rear it artificially so that other colonies may be 
established to increase its chances of survival.   

 

 



 

 

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS IN TIPPECANOE AUDUBON TERRITORY 
By David L. Eiler, Bird Count Compiler 

Among the more than 1500 Christmas 
Bird Counts authorized by the National 
Audubon Society three were conducted in 
Tippecanoe Audubon Society territory.  
The results are put on the Internet by the 
Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology and 
may be found at www.birdsource.org.  
They are also published jointly by the 
National Audubon Society and the 
American Birding Association in a special 
issue of North American Birds.  Each 
participant is assessed a $5 fee that helps 
pay for publication costs.  Christmas Bird 

Counts in Indiana are also published by 
the Indiana Audubon Society in the 
Indiana Audubon Quarterly.   

The eighteen people who took part in 
the Kosciusko County count sponsored by 
the Tippecanoe Audubon Society and 
organized by Dave Eiler were Parks 
Adams, Vernon Campbell, John 
Chapman, Connie Doud, Steve Doud, 
Morris Duffey, Dave Eiler, Dave Hicks, 
Deb Hustin, Tom Leggett, Mary Lutz, 
Wilson Lutz, Lila O'Connell, Conrad 
Snavely, Lauren Townsend, Jim 

Townsend.  Counting at feeders were 
Barbara Boerger and Dave Eckholm.  
Tom Leggett of Argos organized two 
counts.  The seven people who took part 
in the Plymouth Count were Edith Enos, 
Matt Enos, Jean Green, Margaret 
Jurkewicz, Seth Keller, Tom Leggett, and 
Leon Pentelow.  The six people who took 
part in the Rochester count were Suzanne 
Belcher, Tom Leggett, Billie Rakestraw, 
Sandy Sawyer, Violet Seriwert, and Jarod 
Zartman.   
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DEC 28  
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 SP E C I E S  KOSCIUSKO 
DEC 28  

PLYMOUTH 
DEC 21 

ROCHESTER 
JAN 1 

COMMON  LOON 1 1   HAIRY WOODPECKER 8 3 6 
GREAT BLUE HERON 3 1 2  NORTHERN FLICKER 20  4 
TUNDRA SWAN 3    PILEATED WOODPECKER   1 
MUTE SWAN 29 1 5  HORNED LARK 1251 1 6 
SNOW GOOSE (blue form) 1    BLUE JAY 69 32 27 
SNOW GOOSE (white form) 4    AMERICAN CROW 105 61 121 
CANADA GOOSE 1505 976 784  BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEE 60 13 19 
WOOD DUCK 4  3  CAROLINA CHICKADEE 1  1 
GADWALL 1    TUFTED TITMOUSE 58 15 19 
MALLARD 997 37 236  RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH 2   

MALLARD HYBRID 9    WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH 56 17 24 
AMERICAN BLACK DUCK 3    BROWN CREEPER 2 1 2 
REDHEAD 1 1   CAROLINA WREN 7 1 1 
NORTHERN PINTAIL 1    GOLDEN-CROWNED KINGLET 6 2 1 
GADWALL 1    EASTERN BLUEBIRD 44 27 25 
RING-NECKED DUCK  43   AMERICAN ROBIN 12  16 
LESSER SCAUP  1   GRAY CATBIRD   1 
GREATER SCAUP 6    NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRD   1 
COMMON GOLDENEYE 17 1   CEDAR WAXWING 30  3 
BUFFLEHEAD 52 79   EUROPEAN STARLING 549 435 61 
HOODED MERGANSER 10    NORTHERN CARDINAL 172 94 43 
COMMON MERGANSER 8 2   AMERICAN TREE SPARROW 400 46 76 
RED-BREASTED MERGANSER 1    FIELD SPARROW 2 1  
NORTHERN HARRIER 2    SONG SPARROW 26 3 8 
SHARP-SHINNED HAWK   1  SWAMP SPARROW 1 1  
COOPER'S HAWK 7  1  WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW 1   
RED-SHOULDERED HAWK   1  WHITE-THROATED SPARROW  1  
RED-TAILED HAWK 23 4 12  DARK-EYED JUNCO 713 140 100 
ROUGH-LEGGED HAWK 1 3 3  LAPLAND LONGSPUR 24   
AMERICAN KESTREL 13 5 10  SNOW BUNTING 43   
AMERICAN COOT 72 55 8  RED-WINGED BLACKBIRD 1   
RING-BILLED GULL  66 42 12  BROWN-HEADED COWBIRD  10  
HERRING GULL 2    EASTERN MEADOWLARK 1 2  
ROCK DOVE 179 87 84  PURPLE FINCH  13 13 
MOURNING DOVE 326 21 4  HOUSE FINCH 170 68 96 
BELTED KINGFISHER   1  COMMON REDPOLL 7   
GREAT HORNED OWL 1    PINE SISKIN  3 1 
RED-HEADED WOODPECKER 1    AMERICAN GOLDFINCH 147 62 74 
RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER 45 20 17  HOUSE SPARROW 1228 559 153 

YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER 1    TOTAL INDIVIDUALS 8671 3003 2106 

DOWNY WOODPECKER 59 12 19  TOTAL SPECIES  65 46 46 
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HOODED MERGANSER: BIRD OF THE MONTH 
By David L.  Ei ler  

Mergansers have distinctive slender beaks 
equipped with sawtooth edges that help them 
catch small fish, tadpoles, crayfish, and aquatic 
insects.  They dive and swim under water to catch 
prey.   

Of the three Mergansers species occurring in Indiana, the 
Hooded Merganser is probably seen most frequently.  Males 
and females differ greatly in appearance from one another.  
The handsome male has a black head with a yellow eye and a 
white fan-shaped crest or hood rimmed with black that he 
can raise or lower.  His breast is white with a pair of black 
vertical bars on each side.  His back is black and his sides 
brown.  His black wings have white patches that show up 
when he flies.  The more plain female has a brown eye and is 
brownish overall.  Her reddish crest flares from the back of 
the darker head.  The back is nearly black and the sides 
lighter.  Her dark wings also have white patches that show up 
when she flies.  Both have beaks that are slender and 
moderately long.   

Field guide range maps show what appear to be two 
separate populations.  The western population has a nesting 
range that extends along the Pacific coast of southeastern 
Alaska, British Colombia, Washington, and Oregon and 
inland through the southern half of British Colombia, the 
southwestern quarter of Alberta, western Montana, 
Washington, and northern Oregon.  The wintering range 
appears to be northern California, southern Idaho, and the 
western edge of Arizona along the Colorado River.  The 
eastern population extends from the southern half of 
Manitoba eastward across southern Ontario, southern 
Quebec, and New Brunswick, and south through much of the 

eastern United States.  The winter range extends 
from northern and eastern Texas through 
Arkansas, Louisiana, and on eastward along the 
Gulf of Mexico and Atlantic Ocean as far north as 
New England.   

Hooded Mergansers nest in tree cavities ten to fifteen feet 
above the ground near water.  The female lines the nest with 
down and lays ten or twelve eggs that take about a month to 
hatch.  The male leaves and does not assist the female in 
brooding or caring for the young.   

Besides the Hooded Merganser (Lophodytes cucullatus), 
two other Merganser species pass through Indiana on 
migration.  The Common Merganser (Mergus merganser) 
nests in southern Canada and the northern edge of the United 
States and winters throughout much of the United States.  It 
also nests in northern Eurasia and winters in southern Europe 
and southern Asia.  It is called the Goosander in Great 
Britain where it can be seen during the winter.  The Red-
breasted Merganser (Mergus serrator) nests in Canada and 
northern Eurasia and winters along the coasts of the United 
States and northern Mexico and from Great Britain eastward 
across southern Eurasia.  The Brazilian Merganser (Mergus 
octosetaceus) lives in south-central South America and does 
not migrate.  In the Eastern Hemisphere the Scaly-sided 
Merganser (Mergus squamatus) nests in far southeastern 
Siberia and migrates to southern China for the winter.  Also 
considered a Merganser is the Smew (Mergellus albellus) 
that nests in northern Eurasia and winters in southern 
England, southern Europe, North Africa, India, and eastern 
China.  Mergansers are Ducks belonging to the Anatidae, a 
family that includes Ducks, Geese, and Swans.   
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  Another big problem 
caused by dredging and 
cleaning is that it effec-
tively kills most of the life 
in the “drain.”  These 
“drains” are the breeding 
grounds for all sorts of 
wildlife.  Mammals such 
as muskrats, mink, rac-
coons, deer,   Continued 
on page 5 
   
 

When is a Stream or Creek, a Drain? 

ACTIVE  OR PROACTIVE? 

  Another way to ask the 
question is, “Are there 
any streams or Creeks in 
your County?”   The an-
swer is probably a re-
sounding NO.    
  Why not?, you might 
ask.  The reason is that in 
most cases they are a 
“DRAIN.”   Your County 
Surveyor will tell you 
that all ground every-
where “drains” to some-
place else.   Therefore, 
all running bodies of wa-
ter in the state are either 
rivers or “drains.”    
  Why is this important?  
It is important because 
local farmers literally 
control the area drainage 
boards which decide 
where and when “drains” 
are to be dredged.    
  Recently some local 
area property owners 
decided to dredge and 
clean the banks of the 
Yellow River running 
through Marshall County.   
They wanted a 120 foot 

right of way cleared of all 
brush and trees and the 
banks literally denuded.    
  Three or 4 local resi-
dents objected to such a 
wide right of way being 
cleared and succeeded in 
getting them to cut that 
down to 30’ each side of 
the river.   
  Now you might ask 
yourself, “What is wrong 
with that?” 
  There are quite a num-
ber of things wrong with 
dredging and clearing 
along streams and rivers.  
In the first place, it makes 
the banks much more 
likely to erode.   This in  
itself makes the dredging 
seem rather redundant.    
Secondly, the dirt thrown 
up on the banks makes 
the stream (maybe I 
should say “drain”) less 
likely to naturally drain 
the land it runs through 
turning it into what could 
be effectively called an 
open sewer. 

  The Board meetings are 
open for you and this is 
where the real action is.  
This is where you learn 
what is going on. 

  Put out fires or prevent 
fires?  That’s the differ-
ence!  We can either run 
around after some eco-
logical disaster in our 
midst occurs OR we can 
seek to identify possible 
problems and prevent 

them from happening.    
  The best way is by edu-
cating ourselves of the 
possible problems and 
our children and then in 
trying to educate others 
of the problem.   
    

Want to be  Proactive 

Be a County Rep 
• Write for  Topics  

• Volunteer 

• Go on Field Tr ips  

• Attend programs 

• Keep informed 

• Meet ot her members  

• Know your officers  

• Tell the of ficers  about what is  going on 

• Attend the  Retreat 

Inside  this issue: 

Contacts and sightings.   2 

Bob Kerns Heron colony  2 

 2 

 3 

Retreat (No, not run 
and hide!) 

4 

President’s Ramblings 
(slightly incoherent) 

5 

When is a stream— 
Continued  
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  He was the founder of 
Jas. Townsend & Son in 
Pierceton and he has ex-
perience in preparing 
both commercial and 
organizational publica-
tions.  So, thanks to 
David for a job well done 
and our best wishes go 
to Jim in his new role as 
editor of Tippe Topics. 
     Wilson Lutz 

David Eiler,  Editor Resigns 

ACTIVE  OR PROACTIVE? 

     
  For eleven years, David 
Eiler has been the one 
who faithfully edited the 
Tippecanoe Audubon 
Society newsletter, Tippe 
Topics. Research con-
ducted by the Historian, 
Ferne Baldwin,shows that 
David became editor of 
Tippe-Topics in January 
1992.  He took over the 
position from the previ-
ous editor, Maxine 
Trowbridge. 
  It was David who for 
the last eleven years 
begged, cajoled, be-
seeched and pleaded for 
material from the rest of 
us that made the news-
letter come alive.  With 
his trusty computer as an 
aid, David combined such 
features as the monthly 
Calendar of events, Mis-
sion Statement, Logo, 
Bird counts, President’s 
columns, Bird of the 
month articles, etc. into a 
four page monthly publi-

cation. David once told 
me that he got the most 
pleasure from writing his 
“Bird of the Month” arti-
cles.  These were short, 
informative essays on the 
life of a particular bird.  
He did all of the research 
for each article.  The 
birds he chose ranged 
from turkeys to titmice 
and warblers to wood-
peckers. 
  David not only edited 
the newsletter, but as-
sumed the task of distri-
bution as well.  This in-
volves attaching labels, 
sorting by zip, weighing 
and bundling, and mailing 
them.  He was usually 
assisted by his wife Ruth 
who also merits our 
gratitude.   
  David has handed over 
the editor’s reins to 
James Townsend.  Jim is a 
former President of TAS 
who brings a wealth of 
experience to the job.   
 

of the problem.   
    
  The Board meetings are 
open for you and this is 
where the real action is.  
This is where you learn 
what is going on. 

  Put out fires or prevent 
fires?  That’s the differ-
ence!  We can either run 
around after some eco-
logical disaster in our 
midst occurs OR we can 
seek to identify possible 

problems and prevent 
them from happening.    
  The best way is by edu-
cating ourselves and our 
children of the possible 
problems  and then in 
trying to educate others 

HERON COLONY FIELD 
TRIP!!!  DO NOT MISS THIS 
ONE 

SUNDAY, March 30, 1:30pm.  
Meet on the West end of the 
entrance drive to Petro’s car 
dealership on SR15 North of 
Warsaw. 

Wear Warm clothes and wear 
BOOTS.  This is along the river 
and wet this time of year. 

  This is our 28th year of visiting 
the colony.  Our most popular 
field trip by far.   DON’T MISS 
IT!!! 

Inside this issue: 

Contacts and sightings. 
List of the guilty   

2 

Bob Kerns Heron colony  2 

Home Sanctuaries 
You and Computers 
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Retreat– Planning for 
the future 
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Membership matters 6 

President’s Column 
 When is a Stream— 
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Tippecanoe Audubon Society Officers 
 

Contact Information 

President: 

Paul Steffen 

Vice President 

JoAnne Mock 

Treasurer 

Deborah Hustin 

Secretary 

Connie Doud 

Director and Webmaster 

Greg Clark 

Director and Field Trip Chmn 

David Hicks 

Sanctuary Chmn 

Wilson Lutz 

Newsletter Editor & Membership Chmn 

James L. Townsend 

Program Chmn 

Steve Doud 

Publicity 

Rosel Egolf 

Historian 

Ferne Baldwin 

Paul Steffen, President 

Phone: 574-658-4505 

E-mail:  ecoexpo@mchsi.com 

Membership or Newsletter 

James L. Townsend 

260-839-5203 

E-mail: jimvjmc@kconline.com 

Bob Kern of Rochester reports that his property just west of Rochester has 
a colony of Great Blue Herons on it.   The picture shows a number of nests 
and nesting birds.   

Connie Doud reports that she and her husband, Steve, saw 3 Bald Eagles 
along US 24 between Wabash and Peru recently. 

Linda Bell of Bourbon writes: “ I just saw my first Robin in my front yeard 
today!”  She also says she has a Carolina wren and downy woodpeckers at 
her feeders. 
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Photo provided by Bob Kern. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

 

The Tippecanoe Audubon Society supports conservation  

and environmental education to promote appreciation,  

understanding, and preservation of birds, other wildlife, 

 and diverse ecosystems for present and future generations. 
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Your Backyard Bird Sanctuary! 

 
Computers and YOU! 
 

contact Wilson Lutz at 260-
982-6754 or at e-mail 
address 
wlutz@ctlnet.com. 
Each sign that you order 
may cost about  $4.00.  
The cost will depend on 
the number ordered by 
the chapter.  
The signs will be the same 
as the one pictured 
 
 
Please reply before May 1. 
         

 

 

Most of we Audubon peo-
ple like to make the home 
territory as hospitable to 
birds as we can.   We may 
plant trees and shrubs 
that provide fruits that birds 
like. We put up feeders and 
bird houses; we provide 
bird baths, etc.  We may 
even leave  a few dead 
trees standing for the 
woodpeckers.  Some per-
sons like to do a bit 
more and actually designate 
publicly the fact that their 
backyard is a bird sanctu-
ary.  Here the Tippecanoe 
Audubon Society can 

help.  We have recently lo-
cated a sign maker who can 
provide us  with 
attractive orange, black, and 
white signs that indicate that 
our properties are de facto 
wildlife preserves   and are 
identical to a  sign that we 
provided many years 
ago.  Furthermore, we believe 
that we can provide these 
signs at reasonable cost.  Be-
fore we place our order, 
however, we would like to 
gain some idea as to how 
many  
we should buy.   If you have 
an interest in this idea, please 

of  Lake Shafer and re-
ported  on IN-BIRD can 
be yours within minutes 
so you can drive over 
and pick up a life list bird. 

  Getting on line and op-
erating a computer can 
open many doors for you 
that you don’t even 
know exist.   Computers 
can be bought used 
nearly as cheaply as get-
ting a new telephone.  It 
doesn’t take a lot of 
technically savvy either.  
It does help to be able to 
type though.  There are 
internet providers every-
where that are easy to 
contact and use.   You 
can sign up free to use e-
mail on a lot of them too. 

  Need help or got a 
question?  Ask any TAS 
officer. 

  At the bottom of this 
page is an Internet Ad-
dress for the Tippecanoe 
Audubon Society.  You 
can go there for current 
information about Pro-
grams, Field trips, contact 
information and almost 
anything about the chap-
ter.   But if you are like 
many others, you probably 
say “why bother.  I hate 
computers.”   That may be 
true, but today is not 1870 
or even 1970.  It is 2003 
and we no longer drive 
buggies or are afraid to 
make phone calls.  Today 
the preferred method of 
communication is elec-
tronically via e-mail.   To-
day over half of us have e-
mail capabilities and use it 
every day.  How else can I 
ask how my grandson’s 
cold is today and get an 
answer in less than a day 

and for FREE?  How else 
can you keep in touch 
every day with a  close 
friend or relative in a far 
off state or country?   

  Let’s face it. We don’t 
write letters much any-
more and we still need 
to keep in touch.  

  You will also notice that 
any time you need to get 
in touch with an officer 
of the Audubon Society 
that we all have e-mail 
addresses.  Not only can 
you write me and have 
your words read that 
day, but you can also 
send and receive PIC-
TURES! That smile on 
your granddaughters face 
after hitting a home run 
at the Little League game 
that day can be yours 
that evening!  The rare 
bird seen along the shore 

Page 3 

Check out “Without 
Bricks” for Field 
Guides, Bird books, 
bird song tapes and 
cd’s and all sorts of 
stuff for birding.  Go 
to 
Www.withoutbricks.c
om/tippestore  (all 
one word, no spaces) 
 
Proceeds from your 
purchases go to the 
Tippecanoe Audubon  
Society for local 
projects. 

TippeTopics                                      Volume 29  Issue 2 
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RETREAT:  A time to plan for the coming year and for the future 

“Without Bricks”    www.withoutbricks.com/tippestore 

March Bird Song Program 

meeting with a lunch break 
and a morning and afternoon 
short break. 
The retreat will be at the 
home of Suzy and Jim Town-
send at 6331 S 300 E in Kos-
ciusko County.  Space is lim-
ited so call or e-mail ahead 
and let us know you are 
coming.  The phone number 
is 260-839-5203 or e-mail 
jimvjmc@kconline.com 
  The date is Saturday , 
March 22 starting at 9:00 
 

plan what our goals are 
for the year.    
 Also on the agenda is the 
next years budget. Due to 
changes in our member-
ship and the new “Friends 
of Tippecanoe Audubon” 
memberships, there will 
be a lot of discussion 
about that. 
This year we are inviting 
members who have an 
interest in a topic to come 
and voice their opinions 
and help us to plan for the 
coming year.     
This will be an all day 

calls and songs, tips, mne-
monics, and "things to listen 
for" this spring. 
The program will be led by 
Gregory Clark and Steve 
Doud. 
 
This program will be 
March 25, 7:15, at the 
Blue Lion Coffeehouse in 
Pierceton. 

Many birds are more often 
heard than seen. Depending 
on conditions, you may 
never be able to see that 
songster singing that lovely 
spring song you're 
enjoying, but, with a good 
start on the basics and 
some practice, you can 
learn to identify it without 
seeing it.  Other birds are 
relatively easily 

seen, but matching the song 
to the bird can add to your 
overall avian 
appreciation and your "total 
bird experience."   The 
Audubon Program for 
March will provide back-
ground and practical advice 
for Identifying Birds by 
Song and Call..  The pro-
gram will feature an audio-
visual presentation on 

and other stuff you need 
AND help the Audubon 
Society at the same time.  
Sort of a win, win, win 
situation for all of us. 

  Purchases can only be 
made via credit card and 
over the internet.   

  I’ve already bought 
some books that way. 

             Jim Townsend 

 
   Intriguing name, isn’t it?  
What it is is a place to go 
on the internet to pur-
chase items of interest to 
birders like books, Field 
Guides of all kinds, bird 
houses, bat houses, and 
(just in time for this 
months program) bird 
call tapes and cd’s.   

  The prices are dis-

counted on most items 
too, so you can save a 
few bucks too.  One of 
the main things about 
this is that a part of the 
proceeds from sales 
through the connection 
above go to the Tippeca-
noe Audubon Society 
treasury.  So you can 
save a few bucks, get the 
books and field guides 
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“A failure to plan, is a 
plan to fail.” 
 
  I don’t know who 
the author of these 
wise words was, but 
they are ones we 
should all remember. 
  The Board and 
those at the retreat 
have the opportunity 
to set us on the road 
to success. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark that calendar for 
March 25 and join us a 
bit early for one of the 
Blue Lion Cinnamon Rolls.   
They are “to die for” 
delicious.  Hey come even 
earlier and join us for a 
great croissant sandwich. 
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Every year the Officers 
of the Tippecanoe Audu-
bon Society gather to 
discuss the coming years 
projects and other busi-
ness.  The content varies 
from year to year and 
almost every year we 
spend some time brain-
storming various ideas.  
It is also a time when the 
newly nominated officers 
get a chance to speak 
their voice about what 
they perceive as areas 
we should consider. 
Generally, we just try to 
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Have You Been Here 
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By Paul E. Steffen    President 
 
It’s called Pisgah Marsh and it offers you a very rewarding 
hike on an easy trail over the rolling terrain. 
 
The total area is roughly 200 acres but not all of it is accessible. 
The trail takes you up over the top of a 12,000-year-old esker. 
An esker is a ridge of gravely soil that was deposited by a 
“river” of melt water flowing beneath the melting glassier some 
12 to 15,000 yr. ago. The water carried with it the soil and rock 
that the glassier pushed down here from Canada. The melt wa-
ter deposited this alluvial soil as the water flowed through the 
ice tunnel under the glacier and left a ridge or “esker”, which 
now hosts a hardwood stand of mostly oak and beech. 
 
The trail over the top of the esker, gives you a view of a very 
large and healthy marsh on the east side. From here you can 
see waterfowl whenever the water is open. In just a few days 
now, great blue herons be hunting there too. The trail ends at a 
large beaver pond, a beaver dam and an active beaver lodge. 
You will also enjoy a great view of the marsh and beaver pond, 
from the high ground at the south of the pond. 
 
As spring progress, there will be an abundance of yellow war-
blers, marsh wrens, rails and green backed herons. But the real 
bonus is the pair of nesting sandhill cranes which have called 
this marsh home each summer for quite a number of years. It’s 
one of the very few places in Indiana where the sandhill cranes 
still nest. 

Directions:  Go North of Pierceton on SR 13 to the Flowing 
well.  Turn just South of the Flowing Well on County Road 350 
N and go about 2 1/2 miles to the small parking lot on the 
North side of the road.  This road is partly gravel, but the trip 
is well worth it.  This is where part of the money from the envi-
ronmental license plates we buy goes. 

For further information contact Paul Steffen at 574-658-4504  
or e-mail  ecoexpo@mchsi.com 
 
 
 
 
    

 

FIELD TRIPS COMING UP 

Watch for an announcement in the next newsletter for 
trips to the Heron Colony North of Warsaw.   We may 
also be scheduling one for near Rochester too….   Keep in 
touch! 

APRIL 19, Sunday, 10 am   Edna Spurgeon 
Woods near Ligonier.  An Acres owned property 
with varied topography and good for spring birding.  
Notable for its large trees, it illustrates some of the 
problems of managing isolated nature preserves.    

Directions:  From US 6, US 33 and SR 5, go East on 6 for 
about 2.5 miles.  Turn North (left) on CR 600W and go 2.2 
miles crossing the river and RR track.  Parking and the 
preserve are on the East (right) side of the road.   Be alert 
for Amish buggies in this area.  They attack without  
warning! (Just kidding. Ed.) 

Do you have an idea for a Field 
Trip or Program?   
  We are always looking for places to go or pro-
grams of Interest.  If you know of a place that 
you think would be of interest to other people in 
our territory, Please contact David Hicks for 
Field Trips or Steve Doud for Programs.  
  David Hicks may be contacted by phone at 260-
982-2471 or by e-mail at 
djhicks@manchester.edu 
  Steve Doud may be contacted by phone at 260-
833—7793 or by  e-mail at ced@netusa1.net 
 

  It is difficult coming up with new ideas for pro-
grams and field trips and both these guys would 
be delighted to hear of some new ideas. 
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When Are Streams, Rivers and Creeks 
NOT Streams, Rivers and Creeks? 
  The answer to that is 
when they are in Indiana! 
We no longer have any 
streams or creeks and 
even some rivers have a 
different legal designa-
tion.  They are now 
“DRAINS.” 
  At one time the North   
West part of the state 
was swamp. That is, until 
it was drained.  It was 
the thing to do back in 
the 19th century. It was 
felt that anything that 
could be drained, should 
be because it was “waste 
land.”  You couldn’t 
grow crops on it so it 

was wasted. 
  We still have the “drain 
it all” mentality with us 
and there is almost no 
running water in the 
state that hasn’t been 
molested by dredging or 
channelizing.   In fact, we 
pride our selves on it. 
that is, some do. 
  There is nothing much 
more destructive than 
the “cleaning out” of our 
streams.  It removes all 
vegetation from the 
banks, makes them steep 
and subject to erosion 
and totally destroys them 
for the wildlife and turns 

 

 
 

them into what amounts 
to open sewers. 
  Many forms of wildlife 
and fish depend on these 
bodies of water for their 
livelihood.  Even some 
forms of mussel use 
streams  for part of their 
life cycle.   
  Is there something we 
can do to alleviate this 
situation?  Could some 
of us get on the Drainage 
Boards in our  area?   
  The best way to change 
the situation is from 
within the system. 
 

6331 S 300 E 
Warsaw IN 46580 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

We are on the web  

Ww.w.tippeaudubon.com 

Tippecanoe Audubon 
Society 

  Sometimes the only way to 
initiate change is from within 
the system by becoming part 
of the system.  Being a mem-
ber of a Board which has 
operated for many years  in 
an improper manner may be 
difficult, but it can be done.   
  Maybe the channelizing of 
the Eel River in Whitley 
County and Yellow River in 
Marshall county can be 
changed for the better.  
Maybe we can stop the   
irresponsible dredging of 
our streams. 
  Can we be part of the   
solution?                JLT 

    Non-Profit Organization 

          U. S. Postage 
                 Paid 
 North Manchester, IN 46962 
             Permit No. 174 
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Look Under the Hood . . .                                  
By Paul Steffen 

The power plant that drives the Tippecanoe Audubon So-
ciety is actually a 12 cylinder engine and each cylinder is 
controlled by it’s own super-computer ~ a human mind! 
 
   The Program Chairman works throughout the year, lo-
cating and arranging programs for each month and making 
sure the programs arrive on the appointed date. Steven 
Doud, our program chair has brought in speakers with 
programs from as far away as Kokomo, Ind., New York 
and even Australia! 
 
The field trip chairman is planning and plotting new loca-
tions each month. David Hicks never fails to find interest-
ing locations and he never fails to introduce you to the 
interesting things that make a field trip more than a little      
fascinating! 
 
   James Townsend the editor of this newsletter has a huge 
job, a job that really should be handled by 2 or 3 persons 
each month. There are articles to write, dates to verify and 
include with the events, updating the mailing list and mem-
bership, AND spelling everyone’s name correctly! Fortu-
nately, Jim can spell, which is more than anyone will say for 
me. Once all of the copy is ready for the newsletter, it has 
to be arranged to fit the pages and then printed. Finally the 
address labels are printed and affixed. 
 
   By the way, Jim will soon include in the newsletter, a 
questionnaire that will provide you the opportunity to let 
us know what you do and don’t like about the newsletter 
and how we can make it better. We want your input be-
cause the newsletter is really for you ~ not for the editor 
or the president  or the historian, so we can do a much 
better job when we know what is important to you. 
 
   We have a treasurer, Deb Hustin, and you know what 
good treasurers do? Hide money!  <;-) Our budget is over 
$2,500.00 a year and we need the support of many donors 
to publish this newsletter, to keep the sanctuaries open to 
you and the communities and to provide a wide variety of 
programs each year. The Herbert Taylor sanctuary is used 
by the Manchester College biology department for re-
search projects. So your gifts of money for operating ex-
penses are reaching far beyond the chapter itself. 
 
   There is always something to do at the sanctuaries, par-
ticularly at the Herbert Taylor Sanctuary on the Eel River 
near Liberty Mills and at the Gemmer Woods sanctuary a 
mile farther east. This usually isn’t hard work but it needs 
to be done on a timely basis and for that, Wilson Lutz, 
who is in charge to the sanctuaries, needs some help. This . 

Is where you might come in.  Our Chapter func-
tions successfully because people like you volun-
teer time or dollars or equipment.  In addition to 
your help,, we occasionally need a pickup truck at 
one of the sanctuaries.  It would be especially help-
ful to know who can provide one on occasion.  
These are usually weekend events and the next 
date is March 15 starting at 9:00am at the Taylor 
sanctuary.  For details contact Wilson Lutz. 
 
  I certainly have not discussed all 12 “cylinders” in 
this engine, but you get the idea.  There are a few 
dedicated people behind the scenes who are look-
ing to the future and the long range benefits to 
each of us for the preservation of wildlife habitat 
and the educational value of providing exposure to 
wild places for not only wildlife, but for us too.  
Places where we can study and/or just absorb the 
rejuvenating qualities of nature. 
 
  What we need to do this year is add a second 
“12 cylinder engine” to the system that powers 
this fine Audubon chapter so that we can have a 
greater impact on the environmental quality of our 
communities.  One of the toughest issues we have 
to deal with is the dredging of our creeks and riv-
ers.  It’s an issue that touches every one of us ei-
ther directly or indirectly and we need you to help 
to locate these environmental disasters and so that 
we can apply pressure at the proper (and most 
tender) point. 
 
  Please feel free to contact me and tell me how 
you see yourself being involved. 
                  Paul Steffen, President 

                   1-574-658-4504 

                    ecoexpo@mchsi.com 
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Membership Matters 
   Recently you received a letter and membership 
application from the Tippecanoe Audubon Society 
for a special membership in the “FRIENDS OF    
TIPPECANOE AUDUBON”.   This is something 
new for us in that we have never in the past re-
quested a special membership just for the chapter.  
However, over the years our expenses have in-
creased with our commitment to preserving our 
environment and the birds of our area.   
  We now have roughly 75 acres of sanctuaries and 
we occasionally need to spend something to keep 
them up so you can use them.  In fact, we have 
one 20 acres sanctuary in Syracuse that desper-
ately needs some help so it can be used and up 
until now, we have not had the funds.  That is not 
 nearly all of it though.   
  Tippecanoe Audubon is looking into the possibil-
ity of acquiring part of the Tippecanoe River North 
of Warsaw and working with current land owners 
to protect the entire stretch of the river from US 
30 North to State Road 15.  This is a massive pro-
ject and we are working with other organizations 
to accomplish that goal. 
 
 EDUCATION 

  For quite a number of years we have had a pro-
gram in area schools called Audubon Adventures.  
Some schools in every county we cover have  

         Friends of Tippecanoe Audubon  Membership Application 
Name:__________________________________________         Make your check out to: 
                                                                                                         Tippecanoe Audubon Society 
Address:________________________________________           in the amount of  $25.00 for 1 year 
                                                    
City:____________________________ST___  ZIP_______          Mail to: 
                                                                                                           Tippecanoe Audubon Society 
Phone: _________________________                                            James L. Townsend 
                                                                                                            6331 S 300 E 
E-mail:_________________________________________              Warsaw IN 46580 
               ( this is important!) 

Used this program.   At one time we had 105 class-
rooms and about 25 home school users of this fine 
program.   Unfortunately, this past year we had to 
stop promoting its use due to lack of funds.  We 
intend to re-introduce this program back into the 
schools as soon as we can.   At a cost of only $35 
per classroom, it is well worth the cost and it has 
been used very effectively by a number of schools, 
especially the Leesburg Elementary School.   
 
 PROGRAMS 

  Many of our programs and speakers come from 
outside our area.  There are times when in order to 
get a speaker to drive, say from Indianapolis, we 
need to reimburse them for mileage and possibly 
pay a small speaker fee.   Most speakers don't’ 
charge  or return the checks to us, but it is still nice 
to be able to offer something for their trouble.. 
 
 OUR OVERHEAD! 

  Our meeting site has been graciously donated by 
David Taylor, owner of the Blue Lion.  We pay no 
rent and we don’t pay our officers either.   So you 
can see our overhead is minimal.  Other than a lock 
box and a few small such bills ALL our dues goes to 
projects right here in our 8 county area.   Look for 
an expanded newsletter and even greater things to 
come from membership in “Friends of Tippecanoe 
Audubon.” 
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cleaning is that it effec-
tively kills most of the life 
in the “drain.”  These 
“drains” are the breeding 
grounds for all sorts of 
wildlife.  Mammals such 
as muskrats, mink, rac-
coons, deer,   Continued 
on page 5 
   
 

When is a Stream or Creek, a Drain? 
  Another way to ask the 
question is, “Are there 
any streams or Creeks in 
your County?”   The an-
swer is probably a re-
sounding NO.    
  Why not?, you might 
ask.  The reason is that in 
most cases they are a 
“DRAIN.”   Your County 
Surveyor will tell you 
that all ground every-
where “drains” to some-
place else.   Therefore, 
all running bodies of wa-
ter in the state are either 
rivers or “drains.”    
  Why is this important?  
It is important because 
local farmers literally 
control the area drainage 
boards which decide 
where and when “drains” 
are to be dredged.    
  Recently some local 
area property owners 
decided to dredge and 
clean the banks of the 
Yellow River running 
through Marshall County.   
They wanted a 120 foot 
right of way cleared of all 
brush and trees and the 

banks literally denuded.    
  Three or 4 local resi-
dents objected to such a 
wide right of way being 
cleared and succeeded in 
getting them to cut that 
down to 30’ each side of 
the river.   
  Now you might ask 
yourself, “What is wrong 
with that?” 
  There are quite a num-
ber of things wrong with 
dredging and clearing 
along streams and rivers.  
In the first place, it makes 
the banks much more 
likely to erode.   This in  
itself makes the dredging 
seem rather redundant.    
Secondly, the dirt thrown 
up on the banks makes 
the stream (maybe I 
should say “drain”) less 
likely to naturally drain 
the land it runs through 
turning it into what could 
be effectively called an 
open sewer. 
  Another big problem 
caused by dredging and 

Want to be  Proactive 
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yes; the sora rails who 
come out of the cattails in 
the evening and run about 
in the shallow water 
searching for food. There 
will be yellow warblers 
there too and an occa-
sional green backed 
heron. Killdeer nest on 
the hillside around the 
marsh. Have you ever 
seen a killdeer nest?  
You will find three eggs 
or occasionally 4 all with 
the small ends pointed to 
the center of the nest.  If 
you point one of them 
out and return in a couple 
of hours, you will find 
them all pointing in again.  
At first glance the Gem-
mer Marsh seems without 
life, but just sit a while 
and it comes alive. 
Continued on Page 3 

Why We Are Proud of Audubon 
Paul Steffen, President 

TAS was organized 28 
years ago and today we 
have 350 members and 75 
acres of sanctuaries. That 
is something to be proud 
of. The people in Tippeca-
noe Audubon are forward 
thinking people with a 
vision for the future. 
From the very first days 
of TAS, we have been 
concerned for the future 
of the big Great Blue 
Heron rookery on the 
Tippecanoe River. We 
have been, and continue 
to be concerned about 
the balance of species in 
the environment. For ex-
ample, the white tailed 
deer population in Indiana 
is way out of balance with 
the rest of the natural 
community. The result is 
the deer are eating some 
of our wildflowers into 
extinction, such as the 
trilliums. Therefore, we 
did something very rare 
for an Audubon chapter. 
We permitted limited 
deer hunting on 2 of our 
sanctuaries. This is a bold 
and controversial move 
for an environmental or-
ganization committed to 
the protection of native 
species. But that is the 
very reason we chose to 
allow hunting. The prob-
lem is that there are no 
longer natural predators 

to keep the deer popula-
tions under control and it’s 
our fault. Therefore, we are 
the ones to correct it. It’s 
not our preferred option 
but it’s the only option 
open to us at the moment.  
 
Our sanctuaries offer a vari-
ety of habitat from almost 
1/4 mile of river edge 
woodland in the Taylor pre-
serve, to the Gemmer 
properties with woodland 
old-field and wetland. Three 
of these properties are lo-
cated within a mile of each 
other and the 4th is located 
in the town of Syracuse. All 
are open year around to 
visitors and your neighbors 
too. In fact, bring them 
along to share the pleasure 
with you! 
 
The Gemmer Marsh will be 
coming alive with redwings 
in just 2 weeks, followed 
quickly by many species of 
ducks,  Virginia rails, and 
best of all, the American 
Bittern! This is a large bird 
(the size of a chicken) who 
has a call which sounds like 
an old pitcher pump when 
it’s loosing its prime. If you 
are my age, you know the 
sound. Next come the barn 
swallows, more than 100 of 
them and tree swallows. 
There is a bluebird house at 
the Gemmer Marsh that is 
occupied every summer by 
a pair of tree swallows. Ah    

APRIL FIELD TRIP 

This month we will visit 
the Edna Spurgeon 
woods near Ligonier. A 
good site for spring bird-
ing and also a great dis-
play of spring wildflow-
ers. Saturday, April 19, 
10am.  From US 6, 2.5 
miles East of SR 5 & 33, 
take CR 600 W North 
about 2.2 miles.   
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Tippecanoe Audubon Society Officers 
 

Contact Information 

President: 

Paul Steffen 

Vice President 

JoAnne Mock 

Treasurer 

Deborah Hustin 

Secretary 

Connie Doud 

Director and Webmaster 

Greg Clark 

Director and Field Trip Chmn 

David Hicks 

Sanctuary Chmn 

Wilson Lutz 

Newsletter Editor & Membership Chmn 

James L. Townsend 

Program Chmn 

Steve Doud 

Publicity 

Rosel Egolf 

Historian 

Ferne Baldwin 

Paul Steffen, President 

Phone: 574-658-4505 

E-mail:  ecoexpo@mchsi.com 

Membership or Newsletter 

James L. Townsend 

260-839-5203 

E-mail: jimvjmc@kconline.com 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

 

The mission of the Tippecanoe Audubon Society is    

environmental education and the protection of the air,  

lands, and waters upon which all bird, plant, animal and  

human life depend. 

Wild life sightings recently: 
Recently lots of Robins in migration have been seen as 
well as a flock of Turkey Vultures seen by Irene Dome 
of Winona Lake about March 15 (Hinckley Ohio, eat 
your heart out! Ed.) 
 Suzy Townsend observed a Red Tail Hawk swoop 
down and proceed to eat a small animal in her back 
yard.  Also, she saw an albino Finch that was either a 
house finch or Purple Finch.  One was also seen near 
Peru a few days earlier.  The same one perhaps? 
  Joel Robbins near Syracuse has observed a lone fe-
male wild Turkey near Logan Scout Camp.  He be-
lieves it is half of a pair that lived in the area last year. 
  25 deer were observed in a 15 acre field near Sidney 
about 2 weeks ago and other herds have been seen 
since.  Think what a herd like this can do to a small 
woods or your garden! 
  Male Redwing Blackbirds are picking nest sites. 
  Bluebirds are now looking for nesting sites.   Get 
those bluebird boxes up now! 
  Connie Doud reports that Phoebe’s have been seen at 
their farm near Roann 
  The Board of Director went by a pond near Pierceton 
on the way to lunch and saw a large flock of Ring 
Necked Ducks March 22 along with lots of other ducks 
and  Canada Geese.  ( The secret location is on 
CR400E between 400S and 450S.  Don’t tell anyone!) 
(Do you have a Favorite birding spot?  Let me know.  I 
won’t tell a soul.  Well, maybe just one person.  Ed.) 
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Let’s get together!  Rochester, Peru, Wabash, 
Plymouth, Syracuse, Columbia City, Ligonier 

 
WHY (from page 1) 
 

far different than what is 
of interest in Rochester or 
Peru and we all need to 
know. 

   If you live in one of the 
towns listed above or very 
close to one of them, we 
would like to know if you 
could host a small group 
some evening in your 
home.  If you feel this is 
something you would like 
to do, please contact Paul 
Steffen and discuss a time 
and date. 

  A few years ago at a 
retreat, the Board de-
cided that we would like 
to take TAS activities to 
other communities be-
sides Warsaw and North 
Manchester.  In fact, we 
decided that 4 times a 
year we would have a 
program somewhere 
other than those two 
places.  We did it about 
3 times and it was essen-
tially not feasible.  We 
had one program in Ply-
mouth where most of 
the Board attended and 

only one other member 
from the area came.  This 
is not what we expected 
and that was the last time.   

  We still think it is a good 
idea, but what we have in 
mind this time is not a full 
blown program, but in-
stead, small gatherings of a 
couple of the officers and 
maybe 6 to 10 members 
from the area.  The Board 
needs to know what your 
local needs are, no matter 
where you live.  What is a 
problem or what may be 
needed in Ligonier may be 

  To change these antiquated laws that are 
deeply entrenched would not be easy, but 
there is one way to begin. Many State 
Senators and Representatives send out 
annual questionnaires asking taxpayers to 
answer a series of questions as to their 
views on current issues confronting the 
state legislature.   Furthermore, there is 
often space for you to add items that are 
of particular interest to you. 
  Do not throw away your questionnaire 
or let it get buried under the piles on your 
desk.  Fill it out as best you can and use 
those extra comment blanks to raise the 
awareness of your legislator about reform-
ing drainage laws.  If there are no blanks 
available for comments, add a page of your 
own.  If enough of us want change, there 
will be change.   
 
(Editors note:  This is one way to really 
make your vote count.  Legislators count 
one written letter as about equal to ten 
votes.  Just think what 100 letters would 
do on this subject!  This is something long 
overdue to be taken up by our representa-
tives.) 

      Several visits to the 
marsh will result in your 
seeing several species un-
named here and you don’t 
even have to leave your 
car.  The marsh is on the 
North side of the road 
and you can sit and ob-
serve without having to 
look into the sun. 
   Just about a mile to the 
West along the Eel river 
you will find the Herbert 
Taylor  preserve.  It too is 
alive with activity  and 
spring flowers. We have 
observed mink along the 
river there as well as 
other wildlife and birds. 
   You are always welcome 
to visit the preserves and 
take some guests, if you 
wish.  All we ask is that 
you take nothing but pic-
tures and leave nothing 
but footprints. 
   
 

THROW YOUR WEIGHT AROUND 

                      Wilson B. Lutz 

  The March Tippe Topics edited by our 
new editor, James Townsend, carried 
several engaging articles.  He and TAS 
President, Paul Steffen, both called atten-
tion to the environmental damage that 
can be done when waterways are 
dredged.  There was even a hint as to 
what we might be able to do about the 
problem (get appointed to the drainage 
board.) I would like to add another hint.  
Our state drainage laws are a relic of 
conditions that were present in our 
state a very long time ago when wet-
lands were abundant and farm land was 
needed. Drainage laws were enacted at 
the state level which gave almost dicta-
torial authority to drain wetlands and 
create new tillable land.  It just might be 
now that we are in this year of 2003, 
that these laws should be updated.   
  Why not revise the drainage laws to 
account for the fact that wetlands are 
now a vanishing commodity  in our 
state?   

Page 3 

Check out “Without 
Bricks” for Field 
Guides, Bird books, 
bird song tapes and 
cd’s and all sorts of 
stuff for birding.  Go 
to 
Www.withoutbricks.c
om/tippestore  (all 
one word, no spaces) 
 
Proceeds from your 
purchases go to the 
Tippecanoe Audubon  
Society for local 
projects. 
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RETREAT:  A time to plan for the coming year and for the future 

TREASURERS REPORT: 

  Deb Hustin reported that our income for the past few 
months has jumped dramatically due to the response to 
the “Friends of Tippecanoe Audubon” memberships 
coming in. So far, we have received more than our re-
ceipts from National Audubon and more are expected.  
The National Audubon part of our income is going to be 
approximately 1/2 this year of what it has been in the 
past and will be phased out completely in the next couple 
of years.  Anyone wishing a copy of the full report of in-
come and expenses may have one by contacting Deb.  
The treasury now stands at: 
General Fund                $5440 
Sanctuary Fund                1516 
Education Fund                 110 
Trans America Fund        1637 
  The proposed budget and 2002 budgets are here for 
comparison. 
                                  2002                               2003 
INCOME 
From prior year           5988                              5967 
Donations                    1189                             1400 
Friends memberships      400                              2500 
Interest                          181                                200 
NAS membership             35                                   0 
NAS Dues Split             1266                               600 
Misc.                              158                                  0 
                                  _________________________ 
Totals                        $9218                           10,667 
EXPENDATURES 
To Next Year             $5967                            $7475 
Bird Counts                   124                                100 
State Report                    10                                  10 
Drain  Assessment            10                                 10 
Fund Raising                    100                               200 
Insurance                        229                               229 
Lock Box                          20                                20 
NAS memberships           105                                  0 
Program fees                   250                               250 
Sign costs                        706                                  0 
Newsletter costs            1575                             2000 
Website costs                    12                              100 
Bird Banding workshop     100                              100 
Photocopying                     38                                75 
                               __________________________ 
TOTALS                    $9218                           $10,667 
(Report continued on page 7)                        
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  The annual Retreat is history for another year.  The 
Board of Directors met for the day at the Townsend 
Cat Ranch and went through the agenda of topics we 
needed to discuss.  We had plenty of representation 
from the Warsaw,/North Manchester/Columbia City 
area, but sadly no one was there to represent other 
communities.   
  SANCTUARIES:  
 Wilson Lutz reported that 10 people were at the Tay-
lor Sanctuary on “Fun” day and helped with some 
needed repairs, such as fixing the door on the out-
house so you could get in!  Upkeep is something we 
have to continue to work on.  Later on this spring as 
more plants come up, pulling Garlic Mustard plants will 
be a priority.  This is a very noxious weed that crowds 
out native plants and has almost no redeeming quali-
ties. (Be on the lookout for Purple Loosestrife too.  It 
is a beautiful plant that takes over and does the same 
thing making areas unfit for native animals and plants.  
Ed.) 
  We have a list of needed item which maybe some of 
you have and might wish to donate for use in the sanc-
tuary.  We need the following items: 
  Small two wheeled utility trailer to move the mower 
from place to place. 
  A mailbox for sanctuary maps and brochures 
  A few steel fence posts 
  A gallon of Roundup weed killer 
  small sprayer for the Roundup 
  Treated lumber for a new “Marsh” sign 
There will be another clean up day at the Flory-
Gemmer woods sanctuary to root out multi-flora rose 
bushes.  For that we will need a tractor and manure 
loader.  We might also use another method.   
  Comments were made about the Syracuse Sanctuary 
and it is hoped that maybe some members in that area 
will take an interest and scout out the possibilities of 
doing something to make it more accessible for school 
use and field trips.  Unfortunately, it is so wet in places 
and there is almost no place to walk in on it. 
  The “Backyard Sanctuary” project hasn’t gotten un-
derway yet, but sign price quotes put the cost of signs 
at $5.50 each.  These will be similar to ones we used 
years ago.   (See  page 7 for information) 
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Have You Been Here? 
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TULIP CREEK NATURE CENTER near Ligonier 

 

  A budding new nature center near Ligonier that was once a 
family farm and pasture is one of the prizes we have yet to 
explore.  Mike Slabaugh, Will Slabaugh and hired hand, Lacy 
Stayner have been working for the past five years to change a 
family farm into a nature center with lots of woodlands and 
marsh into a place where school groups and people can go to 
see what can and is being done to preserve our land.  Mike’s 
father put an electric fence down through the middle of their 
woods and let half of it grow up naturally and this has been 
expanded with Mike’s purchase of a marsh near the farm.  
     
  Mike Slabaugh is a chemistry professor at Weber State in 
Utah and can only visit occasionally, so he hired Lacy Stayner 
part time to help preserve and rebuild the land.  Lacy is a mas-
ter gardener and previously worked at the Gene Stratton Por-
ter State Historic Site.  Lacy says there are a lot of wild flow-
ers including gentian, marsh marigolds, may apples, lady slip-
pers and many others along with a good stand of native trees.  
Mike has spent about 3 years putting in narrow trails that give 
hikers a unique experience. 
 
  A fence surrounds the main 50 acres site in order to keep 
deer out.  After suffering a lot of deer caused tree damage, 
they finally decided that fencing was the only way to preserve 
and protect young trees.  However, there are lots of other 
animals like rabbits, squirrels, skinks, raccoons and other small 
animals that make Tulip Creek Nature Center their home.  
They have also erected about 60 bird houses for mainly blue-
birds, wrens and flickers.  
 
  Currently, they are working to get the center ready for a 
public attraction, but right now it is open primarily for group 
tours and school groups.  Although Slabaugh has been work-
ing on this project for four years, it is just in its beginning 
stages.  He is also seeking local volunteers who would like to 
look after the bluebird housed. 
 
  If you  or some friends would like to lend a hand to a 
neighbor, call or contact Lacy Stayner at 260-894-3914 or e-
mail  wildflowerprincess@hotmail.com. 
  The center is located at 9591 N 900 W which is West of 
State Road 5 on County Road 900 North to CR 900 West 
and then North a short way on the left side. 

COMING FIELD TRIPS 

Sunday May 4, 1:30 pm  Herb Taylor Sanctuary 
just North of Liberty Mills.   DIRECTIONS:  From 
State Road 13 go East through Liberty Mills. At 
the East edge of town, turn North on 4th Street.  
As you approach the old brick school, turn 
Northeast.  The road shortly turns North again 
and then to the East.  Instead of turning East go 
straight ahead at the brown and yellow Audubon 
Sign. Then left again down the grassy drive just 
South of the trees. 
  The Taylor Sanctuary overlooks Eel River and 
has several nice trails with varied topography.  
The wild flowers should be out in all their spring 
splendor and since bird migrations are in full 
swing, we should see some spring warblers and 
other  migrants.  It will be a nice time to come 
and meet some of your fellow members and look 
over one of our fine sanctuaries.  There will be a 
number of good birders to help with bird identifi-
cation as well as Dr. David Hicks, botanist, to as-
sist with flower and plant identification. 
   
 

Do you have an idea for a Field 
Trip or Program?   
  We are always looking for places to go or pro-
grams of Interest.  If you know of a place that 
you think would be of interest to other people in 
our territory, Please contact David Hicks for 
Field Trips or Steve Doud for Programs.  
  David Hicks may be contacted by phone at 260-
982-2471 or by e-mail at 
djhicks@manchester.edu 
  Steve Doud may be contacted by phone at 260-
833—7793 or by  e-mail at ced@netusa1.net 
 

  It is difficult coming up with new ideas for pro-
grams and field trips and both these guys would 
be delighted to hear of some new ideas. 
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Now you can join the Tippecanoe Audubon Society and become a Chapter member as a “Friend of Tippecanoe    
Audubon Society” and have all your dues stay right here in our local area.  Your dues are 100% tax deductable since 
we are a 501 c 3 Federal Tax exempt educational organization.  Dues are $25 per year renewable annually. 
  TAS is the only organization in the area for the sole purpose of educating about birds and the environment and to do 
what we can to protect our dwindling and endangered local resources, wetlands and wildlife of all kinds. 

  The past couple of years have seen a lot of changes in 
the NAS.  Most noticeably, the Audubon Magazine has 
gone from bi-monthly to a quarterly.  What has not 
been noticed is the changing roles of NAS and the 
chapters, of which, Tippecanoe Audubon Society is 
one.  Without the NAS, we would not exist.  In fact 
for the past 25 years since TAS was formed, the NAS 
has been our main source of income.  That is changing. 
  Starting with this year, the NAS will be cutting the 
funds they send to Chapters.  Over the next couple of 
years it will gradually end completely and we will have 
to survive on our own funding efforts.  We are not 
sure what this means to the ties we have always had 
with the National organization. In the past, we have 
depended on the NAS to do all the recruiting too. 
Now we are going to have to do that ourselves it 
seems.  What this implies we do not know.  It may 
mean that more of our resources have to go to this 
effort where in the past we have had no expenses for 
recruiting or fund raising.  This is why we had to insti-
tute a Chapter Only membership we titled “Friends of 
Tippecanoe Audubon” and sent out the letters you all 
received.  It was either that or cease to exist as a chap-

ter. 

  We urge all members of the National Audubon Society 
to join us as members of “Friends of Tippecanoe Audu-
bon”.  AND we urge all members of “Friends” to either 
join or remain members of NAS.  However, do  not send 
us your NAS renewals or applications for new member-
ship.  We can handle them, but it is better to deal directly 
with them. 
  Your membership in “Friends of Tippecanoe Audubon” 
will give you full membership in our local chapter with the 
only exception being that unless you are also a member of 
National, you cannot be President, Vice President, Secre-
tary or Treasurer.  You can serve on any committee or be 
a Director.  This is according to our charter with NAS. 
The whole system is in a state of flux and is changing with 
both the Tippecanoe Audubon Society and the National 
Audubon Society.  
  It is sort of like a Father– Son relationship.  We are not 
fully dependent nor are we fully independent, but things 
are headed that direction.  If you have any questions, I will 
be pleased to answer them as best I can.   
         Jim Townsend (with the membership hat on) 

National Audubon Society and Tippecanoe Audubon Society 
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Mail to: 
             Tippecanoe Audubon Society 
              James Townsend, Membership 
              6331 S 300 E 
              Warsaw IN 46580 
 
 
 

Join friends of Tippecanoe Audubon  now! 

Name 

Address 

  —————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 
 YES— Sign me up as a member of Friends of Tippecanoe Audubon.  Enclosed is  my check made out to: 
 TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY in the amount of $25.00. 
 I wish to make an additional donation in the amount of $______ for ___________________________. 

City, State, ZIP 

E-mail address (this is important) 

Phone 
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Retreat Report continued 

Inside Story Headline 

FIELD TRIPS: 

  David Hicks report that Field Trips are planned for the 
following dates: 
March 30 Heron Rookery 1:30  Meet between Petro car 
dealerships. 
April 19  Spurgeon Woods near Ligonier Saturday  10AM 

May 4  Taylor Sanctuary near Liberty Mills, Sunday after-
noon 
May 10 All day “Big Day in May” Bird count.  Contact 
David Eiler. 
June 22 Bird banding at Wildwood, East of Silver Lake with 
Jim Meyers Most of the day. 
July (Date undecided) Annual picnic at Culver’s near North 
Webster. 
August  Undecided 

  David Reported that Last years Field Trip to the Heron 
Rookery was the best attended with over 65 people going. 
He is soliciting ideas for different places to go in the com-
ing year. Anyone with a suggestion get hold of Dave. 
PROGRAMS: 

  Connie Doud reports that the next program will be 
Sarah Sweeten with a talk and show about Australia.   This 
will be April 22 at the Blue Lion in Pierceton.    
  May 15 (note the special date) Thursday evening 7:00 
there will be a Special program at Asherwood Nature 
Center South of Wabash and East of Peru.   The June Pro-
gram is undecided and there will be no program in July, as 
the Picnic at the Culver’s will take its place. 
WEB PAGES 

  There was a lot of discussion about the access to the 
web pages for updates and additions.  It was decided to  
acquire some new software to make it more accessible by 
certain officers to add to or change some of the postings 
to keep the pages more up to date.  At present, it is very 
difficult for the webmaster to update things as needed due 
to his heavy teaching schedule. 

Comments were made that we have had roughly 300 
hits on the web pages since last January.  While some 
felt this was a large amount, it is less than 1 hit per 
member per year, which is not very much traffic.  It 
was felt that keeping it more up to date will improve 
its use.   
HERON COLONY REPORT: 

  Due to problems caused by the death of one of the 
owners of the colony and surrounding land, nothing 
can be done until after July.  Therefore, nothing can be 
reported at this time. 
NOMINATIONS FOR OFFICERS (to be elected this 
month and installed in April): 
President: Paul Steffen 

Vice President: David Eiler 

Treasurer: Deborah Hustin 

Secretary:Constance Doud 

Director:  Wilson Lutz, Steve Hammer, Parks Adams, 
David Hicks, and Rosel  Egolf. 
  There will be nominations accepted from the floor at 
the March 25 Program and the elections will take place 
at that time. 
RETREAT ADJOURNED 
 
REMINDER TO EVERYONE: 
Board of Directors meetings are held on the second 
Tuesday every month, unless announced otherwise, at 
the Blue Lion Coffee House in Pierceton at 7:15.  
Members are  welcome.   
Programs are held the 4th Tuesday evening at 7:15 at 
the Blue Lion and the Public is invited in addition to all 
members.  At the programs we have a short time be-
fore the program of the evening for wild life sightings 
and very short committee reports.   With the excep-
tion of the March elections, no business is transacted 
at the Program meetings. 
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Bird of the Month, Green Winged Teal 
By David Eiler 
 
  A good way to look for them is to drive along country 
roads past field ponds and shallow lakes where they 
may be feeding or resting.  Seen from the side, the male 
can be recognized by his distinctive head color pattern, 
brown with a  wide green band starting at the eye, ex-
tending back along the side of the head and curving 
down along the side of the neck.  There is a vertical 
white bar on the side in front of the wing and there is a 
yellow patch on the side just in front of the tail.    The 
term “green winged” comes from a green horizontal 
bar in the wing called the speculum, which is the Latin 
word for mirror.  The female is rather plain mottled 
brown with only the green wing patch.  They occur 
around the Northern Hemisphere with slightly different 
color patterns. 
  In North America the breeding range of the Green-
wing Teal extends from Alaska eastward across Canada 
and South in the United States from Washington and 
Oregon, east to the Great Lakes and further South in 
the Rocky Mountains as far as Colorado.   

  In their nesting range they live in or near marshy areas 
and in wetlands.  They forage on water plant seeds, in-
sects, crustaceans, mollusks and tadpoles.  They “up 
end” to filter food through their bills beneath the water.   
  Teal usually form pairs during Northward migration 
and are ready to mate when they arrive at a suitable 
nesting site.  After mating, the female builds a nest in a 
grassy or brushy area, often some distance from water.  
She lines the nest with down and may lay anywhere 
from six to eighteen eggs, though the usual number is 
from ten to twelve which are creamy white to buff to 
pale green.  Incubation lasts about three weeks.  The 
newly hatched ducklings are able to leave the nest in 
just a few hours.  They stay with the female who looks 
after them till they fledge in about five weeks.  How-
ever, they must find their own food from the start since 
she does not feed them. 
  Normally, they are seen in pairs and not in flocks.    
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         Friends of Tippecanoe Audubon  Membership Application 
Name:__________________________________________         Make your check out to: 

                                                                                                         Tippecanoe Audubon Society 

Address:________________________________________           in the amount of  $25.00 for 1 year 

                                                    

City:____________________________ST___  ZIP_______          Mail to: 

                                                                                                           Tippecanoe Audubon Society 

Phone: _________________________                                            James L. Townsend 

                                                                                                            6331 S 300 E 

E-mail:_________________________________________              Warsaw IN 46580 

               ( this is important!) 
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Tippec ano e A udu bo n S ociety 

When is a Stream or Creek, a Drain? 

ACTIVE  OR PROACTIVE? 

  Another way to ask the 
question is, “Are there 
any streams or Creeks in 
your County?”   The an-
swer is probably a re-
sounding NO.    
  Why not?, you might 
ask.  The reason is that in 
most cases they are a 
“DRAIN.”   Your County 
Surveyor will tell you 
that all ground every-
where “drains” to some-
place else.   Therefore, 
all running bodies of wa-
ter in the state are either 
rivers or “drains.”    
  Why is this important?  
It is important because 
local farmers literally 
control the area drainage 
boards which decide 
where and when “drains” 
are to be dredged.    
  Recently some local 
area property owners 
decided to dredge and 
clean the banks of the 
Yellow River running 
through Marshall County.   
They wanted a 120 foot  

rock formations.    

  About six years ago I purchased a satel-
lite dish from a friend with the intent of 
setting it up, but I never quite got all the 
necessary parts of the mechanism and it 
has been in the back of our house for all 
this time.  Our dish was a larger ten foot 
model and is quite heavy.  I decided to 
put it outside our walkout basement 
about 20 feet from our bird feeders.  
There we can watch the birds and any 
activity around the pool.  Eventually it will 
have a pump and waterfall and stones so 
the birds can get a drink and bathe.  It 
should also become home for frogs and 
we may even put in some small fish. 
   One of the advantages of using a satel-
lite dish as your pond form is that when it 
freezes in the winter, the ice does not 
have any vertical sides to push against and 
your pond will not break as some vertical 
sided ponds might.   Also, it should be 
much safer with small children around in 
that they should easily be able to walk 
out if they accidentally fall in. 
   See the pictures of these ponds on page 
4 of this issue. 
              Jim Townsend 

  The Board meetings are o   Put out fires or prevent 
fires?  That’s the differ-
ence!  We can either run 
around after some eco-
logical disaster in our 
midst occurs OR we can 
seek to identify possible 
problems and prevent 

them from happening.    
  The best way is by edu-
cating ourselves of the 
possible problems and 
our children and then in 
trying to educate others 
of the problem.   
    

Want to be  Proactive 

Be a County Rep 
• Write for  Topics  

• Volunteer 

• Go on Field Tr ips  

• Attend programs  

• Keep informed 

• Meet ot her members  

• Know your officers  

• Tell the of ficers  about what is  going on 

• Attend the  Retreat 

Inside  this issue: 
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Retreat (No, not run 
and hide!) 

4 

President’s Ramblings 
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When is a stream— 
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Society 

What Do You Do With a Satellite Dish? 

July events 

  A few years ago there were a lot of 
large satellite dishes sold that are now 
almost totally obsolete.  The question is 
“What do you do with them?”   
   The Board had a meeting at the home 
of  Karen Heinzman.  One addition to 
her backyard garden was a round pool 
about 8 feet in diameter.  It was a dis-
carded TV satellite dish that was set into 
the ground and landscaped around the 
edges making a great bird bath or pool.   
  The idea was something she saw in a 
magazine and then she used the idea. 
  I recently visited her house and discov-
ered that she was in the process of having 
the “pond” renovated with a waterfall 
and pump to circulate the water. 
   The dish that Karen used was an eight 
foot in diameter, solid dish with a black 
rubber liner.  If you have a “mesh” dish, 
instead of a solid dish, you can still do this 
by digging   the depression in the ground 
and either lining it with a rubber pond 
liner or using the mesh as a form for a 
coating of concrete.   Before putting a 
dish in the ground, it is best to line the 
hole with a layer of sand 2 to 4 inches 
thick to totally support the structure. 
  Water gardens are all the rage these 
days and you can go all out with foun-
tains, waterfalls and all sorts of plants and  

  No July Program or other 
Field trips, but don’t let that 
stop you from visiting some 
of the many natural places 
nearby like Mt. Pisgah, Tri-
County game preserve or 
Menominee Marsh. 

July 8, 7:15 Board of Di-
rectors meeting at the 
Blue Lion Coffeehouse in 
Pierceton.  All are wel-
come to come and see 
how the organization is 
run. 

 July 20, 12:45 ANNUAL 
PICNIC and Field Trip to 
Bart Culver’s East of 
North Webster.  For 
directions call Paul 
Steffen at 574-658-4504 
or ecoexpo@mchsi.com 
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Tippecanoe Audubon Society Officers 
 

Contact Information 

President: and webmaster 
Paul Steffen 

Vice President 
David Eiler 

Treasurer 
Deb Hustin 

Secretary 
Connie Doud 

Director  
Steve Hammer 

Director and Field Trip Chair 
David Hicks 

Director and Sanctuary Chair  
Wilson Lutz 

Newsletter Editor & Membership Chair 
James L. Townsend 

Program Chair 
Steve Doud 

Director and Publicity 
Rosel Egolf 

Historian 
Ferne Baldwin 

Paul Steffen, President 

Phone: 574-658-4505 

E-mail:  ecoexpo@mchsi.com 

Membership or Newsletter 

James L. Townsend 

260-839-5203 

E-mail: jimvjmc@kconline.com 

TIPPE TOPICS:  The changes over the years. 

Back in the early days of the chapter, TT was photocopied and stapled to-
gether.  With the coming of good home computers, we have progressed 
quite a bit with good software and increased computer skills.   Every time we 
change editors, the newsletter changes because our software changes and the 
skills of the editors are different.   I hope you look upon this as a “work in 
progress” and not as a final, cast in stone, publication.  I will change things 
from time to time, hopefully for the better.  Bear with me through time and 
send me your sightings and comments.    Jim Townsend 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

 

The Tippecanoe Audubon Society supports conservation  

and environmental education to promote appreciation,  

understanding, and preservation of birds, other wildlife, 

 and diverse ecosystems for present and future generations. 

SIGHTINGS 
INDIGO BUNTING seen on the feeder by Linda Bell plus 
ORIOLES and a ROBIN eating at a suet feeder and popcorn 
on the ground. 
Arlene Kindy, who lives right beside the Marsh Sanctuary 
East of Liberty Mills, has nesting WARBLING VIREO’s and 
also INDIGO BUNTINGS, WILSON’S WARBLER, WOOD 
THRUSH and VEERY’S.   This is very close to the Flory –
Gemmer Marsh, so when you visit there, keep your eyes 
open.  The Marsh has various RAILS, CANADA GEESE, 
hundreds of REDWING  BLACKBIRDS, BITTERNS and a 
lot of other bird life– but you have to sit and be patient when 
watching from the road. 
Near Argos, Gene Ramsby reports seeing INDIGO BUN-
TINGS along with GOLDFINCHES on his feeder in a very 
colorful display, in addition to a pair of ORCHARD ORI-
OLES, a pair of ROSE BREASTED GROSBEAKS, BALTI-
MORE ORIOLES and BROWN THRASHERS.  He also be-
lieves he has SCARLET TANAGERS, but hasn’t made a 
really positive identification of the female yet. 
LOOK FOR juvenile birds this time of year.  They may look 
full grown, but still display the baby bird act where they drop 
their wings, hold their beaks open and display that “Feed me, 
feed me mommy” act that they used in the nest.  We have 
seen this by nearly full grown CARDINALS near our feeder. 
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State Park Deer Herd Reduction Sought 
License.  The DNR staff will 
choose the participants by a ran-
dom drawing from the pool of ap-
plicants.  Hunters who have com-
pleted the Indiana Hunter Educa-
tion Course will be given prefer-
ence in firearm hunts.  Archers 
who have completed the Interna-
tional Bowhunter Education Pro-
gram will be given preference at 
the Clifty Falls and Ft. Harrison 
Deer herd reduction hunts. 
   The facilities will be closed to the 
public on the days of the hunts 
and hunters will be allowed in the 
parks between 7:30 am and 4 pm 
local time. 
  Applications for the herd reduc-
tion are currently available at all 
state parks and places where 
hunting licenses are sold. 
*************************************** 
TIPPECANOE AUDUBON VIEWS 
On Hunting deer. 
   It is a fact that deer herds in our 
area have been increasing at a 
very rapid rate over the past 25 or 
30 years.  It is not extremely un-
common to see herds of 20 to 40 
deer during the breeding season.  
While this is a beautiful sight and 
many of us are not hunters, the 
fact remains that the deer herds 
outside our state parks are also 
very destructive.  Browse lines in 
some forests are a fact of life.   
  Last year we opened the Flory-
Gemmer woods and Taylor Sanc-
tuaries to hunting.  This was by 
invitation only and through the Lib-
erty Mills Isaac Walton League.   
We think there was one deer 
taken.  Due to the very limited 
method we use, we are planning 
on continuing this practice as it 
has very low impact.  Your com-
ments are welcome. 

  The applications are now avail-
able for hunters to participate in 
the controlled deer herd reduc-
tion hunts in 20 Indiana State 
Parks and one nature preserve.  
These special herd reduction 
hunts will take place Nov. 17, 18 
and Dec. 1 and 2.  
   “Without population controls, 
the size of the deer herd in a 
state park can double in only two 
years,” said DNR Director John 
Goss.  “Too many deer can strip 
the park of important vegetation, 
leaving deer and other animals 
with poor habitat and not enough 
food.” 
  “At Fort Harrison State Park in 
Indianapolis, new housing and 
business developments have 
pushed the deer into a smaller 
and smaller space.  The main 
primary predators of deer there 
are Fords and Chevys.  That just 
isn’t acceptable and we need to 
reduce the number of deer in the 
park to a level that is more con-
sistant with the park’s ecosys-
tem.” 
  DNR Biologist, Jim Mitchell 
writes, “As we continue long term 
vegetative monitoring, we may 
find that although a reduction 
every other year may balance 
the ecosystem in some parks, 
the vegetation in other parks 
may not be adequately protected 
unless reductions are more fre-
quent that every other year.” 
   The DNR first began to reduce 
the size of the deer herds occu-
pying Indiana’s State Parks in 
1993 with a one day reduction at 
Brown County State Park. An 
obvious browse line had devel-
oped with deer feeding on vege-
tation from the ground to as high 

as they could reach. 
  In 1994, the Indiana General 
Assembly passed legislation 
mandating the director of the 
DNR to order a hunt in a state 
park when, in the opinion of a bi-
ologist, a species of wild animal 
would damage the ecosystem of 
that park.  Deer reductions have 
been conducted as needed at 18 
of the 22 state parks since 1995.  
Reductions will take place at Ft. 
Harrison and Summit Lake state 
parks for the first time this year. 
   The DNR recruited Dr. George 
Parker, a Purdue University forest 
ecologist, to develop a program 
that would scientifically measure 
the damage to the parks and a 
formula to determine a schedule 
for the deer herd reductions.  
With data collected by DNR biolo-
gists and naturalists in the state 
parks, Dr. Parker’s program has 
been used each year to deter-
mine the need for a reduction in 
each park. 
  “Dr. Parker’s approach to the 
damage in the parks has pro-
vided us with a scientific and suc-
cessful way to target specific 
properties each year based solely 
on need,” Goss said.  “Since the 
reductions began in 1993, visitors 
are seeing a rebirth in the state 
park forests.  Shrubs, tree sap-
lings, and wildflowers that were 
missing in many state parks for 
more than a decade are back. 
  For more information on this 
herd reduction is available at the 
DNR Web Site at: http://
www.in.gov/dnr/public/index.htm 
  To participate in these hunts, 
applicants must be Indiana resi-
dents, at least 18 years old and 
hold a valid resident deer hunting  
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Satellite Dish Ponds 
 

 

Finally the dish is in the hole and back filling on the 
downhill side is in the process of being done.   Final 
plans are yet to be made, but the basic digging and fit-
ting are done.  Eventually it will have a small fountain or 
waterfall with a rock path around the perimeter.  
Maybe before summer is over, it will be finished. 
                                        Jim Townsend 

 Getting the site level and starting the digging to 
match the underside of the satellite dish.                                

The dish is a 3 part item and with the sides 
off for lightness so it can be lifted out of the 
hole easily while fitting and digging.                       

Page 4 July                  

Karen Heinzman’s Satellite Dish pond in a 
state of transition.  Made up concrete rocks 
and waterfall are being added at this time. 

This is the same pond a couple of weeks later.  The rocks 
are all made specially for this pond and are actually all one 
piece of concrete.  The bottom is a layer of concrete also. 
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Area Reports 
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Marshall County,  reported by Tom Leggett 
   On the May count 5 people participated.  Jean Green, 
Leon Pentelow, Margaret Jurkewicz, Seth Keller and Tom 
Leggett.  Some of the highlights of the count were: 1 
American Bittern, 1 Green Heron, 2 Yellow Crowned 
Night Herons, 2 Broad Winged Hawks, a Dunlin, Sedge 
Wren and Mocking bird.  Shore birds were seen in fair 
numbers also.  All local woodpeckers except for Yellow 
Bellied Sapsuckers were seen as well as a Rusty Blackbird 
and Purple Finch. 
   The total number of species seen was 115 with a total 
of 5311 individual birds. 
HERON COLONY RELOCATED NEAR PLYMOUTH 
   A small heron colony of about 18 nests was located on 
state owned land near the Oakhill Extension.  It was right 
next to a busy bypass type of road.  Since that has hap-
pened, the herons have relocated their colony a bit fur-
ther back from the road in some Sycamore trees, a favor-
ite tree of Herons. 
   Tom Leggett reported this to the DNR and had it regis-
tered so that it can be protected somewhat from further 
close by development.  If you discover a small Heron col-
ony, report it to the DNR and register it with the state.  
John Castrale is the person to contact. 
SIGHTING: 
   A Great Egret was seen on a pond at US 31 and CR 13 
in Marshall County on the 13th and 14th of June.  An-
other rare sighting was a male Summer Tanager in spring 
plumage.  Also seen were two Geese that are cross hy-
brids between a Greater White Fronted Goose and Can-
ada Goose. 
 
KOSCIUSKO County,  Jim Townsend 
   A Bat count  was held one evening at a barn at 600 S 
and 300 E in Kosciusko County.  Just before dark 65 Bats 
flew out into the open.  This is an increase of about 30 
Bats from last year from this same barn. 
 
  There were no reports from Fulton, Whitley, Noble, 
Miami or Wabash Counties. 
  If you live in one of those areas, please contact me by 
phone (260-839-5203) or by e-mail   ( 
jimvjmc@kconline.com ) if you have any wildlife sightings 
or have any news to share about possible environmental 
problems.   We need to share our concerns.  Jim Town-
send 

Do you have an idea for a Field 
Trip or Program?   
  We are always looking for places to go or pro-
grams of Interest.  If you know of a place that 
you think would be of interest to other people in 
our territory, Please contact David Hicks for 
Field Trips or Steve Doud for Programs.  
  David Hicks may be contacted by phone at 260-
982-2471 or by e-mail at 
djhicks@manchester.edu 
  Steve Doud may be contacted by phone at 260-
833—7793 or by  e-mail at ced@netusa1.net 
 

  It is difficult coming up with new ideas for pro-
grams and field trips and both these guys would 
be delighted to hear of some new ideas. 

Do Birds Have a Sense of Humor?    Wilson Lutz 

   The short answer is:  How could we ever know?  
At the very least, we can say that birds do funny 
things in people terms.  Gymnastics of Chicadees 
are an example.  Tufted Titmice have been known 
to acquire nesting material by plucking tufts of 
hair out of people’s heads as they were lounging in 
the back yard.  California Condors provide a few 
examples.  At the edge of extinction a few years 
ago, the population has rebounded due to captive 
breeding.  The problem has been that young birds 
produced in that manner become imprinted with 
human traits and lack the skills to survive in the 
wild. 

   A pair recently released managed to work their 
way through a screen door into a private home and 
were found sitting on the living room sofa.  Keep in 
mind that these are BIG birds with  a ten foot 
wing span.  Some have taken to lunging at hikers 
and untying their shoes and taking the shoe 
strings!    (Much of this was derived from an article in the 
New York Times by Sandra Blakeslee dated 6/3/03) 
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Check out “Without 
Bricks” for Field 
Guides, Bird books, 
bird song tapes and 
cd’s and all sorts of 
stuff for birding.  Go 
to 
Www.withoutbricks.c
om/tippestore  (all 
one word, no spaces) 
 
Proceeds from your 
purchases go to the 
Tippecanoe Audubon  
Society for local 
projects. 

 
 

  
 

RETU RN SE RVICE REQUES TED 

Tippecanoe Audubon 
Society 

   

 
Now you can join the Tippecanoe Audubon Society and become a Chapter member as a “Friend of Tippecanoe    
Audubon Society” and have all your dues stay right here in our local area.  Your dues are 100% tax deductible since we 
are a 501 c 3 Federal Tax exempt educational organization.  Dues are $25 per year renewable annually. 
  TAS is the only organization in the area for the sole purpose of educating about birds and the environment and to do 
what we can to protect our dwindling and endangered local resources, wetlands and wildlife of all kinds. 

   The internet is full of various sites you can connect 
to concerning Birds, the environment, nature and virtu-
ally anything you can imagine concerning anything un-
der the sun.   I know many of us have not yet gotten a 
cheap computer and tried searching the internet for 
things like this 

    Some sites you may want to try are 
www.audubon.org  This is the National Audubon Soci-
ety.  Another is www.tippeaudubon.org  That is US!  
We have a web site.   If you go to one of the search 
engines on the web, like Yahoo.com, Google.com or 
Search.com , you will come up with hundreds of places 
you can check into.  In fact, there is probably no way 
you can search all the places you can find. There. 

   If you are deep into birding, try Inbird.  If you really 
want to raise your lifetime bird count, Inbird will help 
you do it. 

 If you are really into computer stuff, contact 
Paul Steffen about helping with our web page.  His ad-
dress is  ecoexpo@mchsi.com. 

On The Web! 
 

 

July                  

 Tippecanoe Audubon Society              James Townsend, Membership 
              6331 S 300 E 
              Warsaw IN 46580 
 
 
 
 
6331 S 300 E 
Warsaw IN 46580 
 

Join friends of Tippecanoe Audubon  now! 

Name 

Address 

  —————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

 YES— Sign me up as a member of Friends of Tippecanoe Audubon.  Enclosed is  my check made out to: 

 TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY in the amount of $25.00. 

City, State, ZIP 

E-mail address (this is important) 

Phone 
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Semipalmated Plover (from page 8) 

   Semipalmated Plovers nest in Alaska and Northern Can-
ada on gravel bars along rivers and ponds.  The nest con-
sists of a slight depression scratched in the gravel and lined 
with pieces of shell, small leaves and other small fragments 
of vegetation.  There are usually four eggs and the male 
and female take turns incubating the eggs, which usually 
take just over 3 weeks to hatch.  The young are precocial, 
which means they are able to run about soon after hatch-
ing.  They find their own food, but are watched over by 
the parents and in about four more weeks are able to fly. 

   The main northward migration of Semipalmated Plovers 
across the United States takes place in May.  The main 
Southward migration is in August.  They spend winter 
along both Atlantic and Pacific coasts from the United 
States Southward to Southern South America.  During mi-
gration they can often be seen on sandy beaches and on 
inland mud flats and pond edges.  In Indiana they are most 
often seen during May and in August and September.  They 
seem to be declining in numbers due mostly to the de-
struction of their coastal habitats by human activities such 
as housing developments and beach buggies.  
   The Semipalmated Plover, Charidrius semipalmatus, be-
longs to the Plover and Lapwing family. Charadriidae, that 
includes sixty six species worldwide.  Thirty of these be-
long to the Charidrius genus.  Most members of this genus 
go by the English name of Plover, but two Eastern Hemi-
sphere species go by the name Dotterel.  Another world-
wide genus is Pluvialis that includes four species, the Black 
Bellied Plover and three Golden Plover species.  The 
Vanellus genus includes twenty four species, twenty one of 
which occur on in the Eastern Hemisphere and the other 
three only in South America. 

Sanctuary Signs 

   Some years ago, the Tippecanoe Audubon Soci-
ety established a private sanctuary Program.  We 
purchased quite a number of metal signs which a 
person could put up on their property to show 
that their property was a wildlife sanctuary that 
was registered with the Tippecanoe Audubon So-
ciety.   It was fairly popular and some of these 
signs are still on some properties around the area. 
    We are considering getting more of these signs 
made for sale at cost to anyone who wishes to 
establish or designate part of their property as a 
sanctuary.  The design will be like the picture be-
low and will have an orange background with 
black letters and the logo in the corner will have a 
white background.  We do not have a firm price 
for these signs, but expect it to be in the 
neighborhood of $6 each. 
   If you have any interest in establishing or desig-
nating part of your property as a sanctuary, please 
contact Wilson Lutz at 260-982-6754 or by e-mail 
at: 
mwlutz@kconline.com as soon as possible.   

    We will only have enough of these made to 
satisfy the current demand and will not get extra 
signs made. 

(Picture from the Peterson Field Guide to the Birds) 
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Bird of the Month: Semipalmated Plover  David Eiler 

 
  At first glance a Semipalmated Plover 
looks like a miniature Killdeer which is 
also a plover.  Instead of the two black  
bands of a Killdeer, a Semipalmated 
Plover has only one that and it is nar-
row on the back part of the neck.  
Also a Killdeer has a bright orange 
lower rump that stands out in flight 
and the Plover has a dark gray back. 
Both species have pure white under-
parts.   Like the Killdeer, the Plover 
has a whiter forehead and contrasting 
dark head band. 
   A bird that has a dark back and light 
underparts is said to have counter-
shading.  Many bird families have 
evolved this kind of color pattern 
which helps to conceal them from 
predators.  A light underside makes 

them less visible when viewed from 
the ground and the dark upperside 
makes them less visible when 
viewed from above against a back-
ground of sand and dirt. 
   The Semipalmated Plover is one 
of four very similar small North 
American Plover species.  Wilson’s 
Plover, the Piping Plover and the 
Snowy Plover. Semipalmated Plov-
ers and Piping Plovers in breeding 
plumage have yellow beaks with a 
black tip, but in winter are mostly 
black.  The black breast band in 
these two species is narrower than 
that of the Wilson’s Plover and of-
ten does not extend around the 
neck.  It may appear wider or nar-
rower depending on how erect the 

bird is standing.  The Snowy 
Plover has only a partial black 
band that never extends around 
the front of the neck.  Its beak is 
entirely black, but much small 
than the beak of a Wilson’s 
Plover. 
   Leg color can also help in iden-
tifying these four species.  Semi-
palmated and Piping Plovers have 
yellow legs in breeding plumage 
that becomes darker in other sea-
sons.  Wilson’s Plovers have dark 
pinkish gray legs and Snowy Plov-
ers have black legs in all seasons.   
  The name Semipalmated refers 
to the partial webbing between 
the toes. 
 Continued on Page 7 
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Tippec ano e A udu bo n S ociety 

When is a Stream or Creek, a Drain? 

ACTIVE  OR PROACTIVE? 

   Zebra mussels, bighead carp, lamprey, 
purple loosestrife and white perch among 
other imported wildlife and plants have 
cost us Hoosiers millions of dollars each 
year in control measures and lost natural 
resource value.  In April a group of DNR 
biologists, university researchers, industry 
leaders and conservation and environ-
mental groups met to begin developing a 
long term Aquatic Nuisance Species 
(ANS) management plan for Indiana. 
   Once finalized, the plan will be used as 
a road map for guiding nuisance control 
efforts and enable Indiana to apply for 
federal funding of around $100,000 per 
year to support control projects.  The 
Indiana State legislature also recently ap-
proved and increase in the Lake And 
River Enhancement (LARE) boater fee to 
generate about $1.1 Million annually for 
sediment removal and control of nuisance 
plants and fish in Indiana waters. 
   The most recent meeting was held July 
29 (too late for our participation) at Fort 
Harrison State Park near Indianapolis. 
   For a copy of the plan, you can go to 
http://www.invasivespecies.IN.gov  or you 
can call Gwen White at 317-931-0908 at 
the DNR. 
     Editors Comments: 
   Many of us do not know the impact 
that some of the above mentioned spe-

cies have had on our immediate area.  
Probably the one with the most recent 
publicity has been the zebra mussel.  
They are here!  Zebra mussels are in our 
lakes, having been inadvertently brought 
here by boaters that have used the Great 
Lakes and brought them here on their 
boat hulls.  These little creatures are OK 
in small numbers, but without natural 
limiting forces, they multiply worse than 
fleas.  They virtually crowd out native 
species and plug up all sorts of water sys-
tems like the cooling pipes for power 
plants, water plant intakes and other 
things. 
   Purple loosestrife is a non-native plant 
that was imported for use in flower gar-
dens, but it has been released to the wild 
and in some areas has crowded out many 
native species.  It has little food value for 
native animals and spreads with almost 
alarming speed.  You can find it around 
waterways in the Warsaw area and I am 
sure other surrounding counties. 
   Our area is also being invaded by Gypsy 
Moths.  They have denuded Pennsylvania 
forests and almost wiped out White Oak 
trees in the entire North East.  This ef-
fort by the DNR is just a first step in the 
control of these and many other plant 
and wildlife pests in Indiana. 
                                      JT 

  The Board meetings are 
open for you and this is 
where the real action is.  
This is where you learn 
what is going on. 

  Put out fires or prevent 
fires?  That’s the differ-
ence!  We can either run 
around after some eco-
logical disaster in our 
midst occurs OR we can 
seek to identify possible 
problems and prevent 

them from happening.    
  The best way is by edu-
cating ourselves of the 
possible problems and 
our children and then in 
trying to educate others 
of the problem.   
    

Want to be  Proactive 

Be a County Rep 
• Write for  Topics  

• Volunteer 

• Go on Field Tr ips  

• Attend programs  

• Keep informed 

• Meet ot her members  

• Know your officers  

• Tell the of ficers  about what is  going on 

• Attend the  Retreat 

Inside  this issue: 

Contacts and sightings.   2 

Bob Kerns Heron colony  2 

 2 

 3 

Retreat (No, not run 
and hide!) 

4 

President’s Ramblings 
(slightly incoherent) 

5 

When is a stream— 
Continued  

5 
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Tippecanoe Audubon 
Society 

DNR to Draft Invasive Species Plan 

August Events 
August 26, Tuesday, 7:30pm 

Monthly Nature Program. 

   See Page 7 for details… 

ESPECIALLY FOR YOU! 

August 10, Sunday, 
1:30pm.  Field Trip to the 
Judy Brown State Nature 
Preserve near Rochester. 
Details inside.     Page 3                          
Sept 13, Saturday.  Trip 
to J-P –think CRANES! 

August 12, Tuesday 7:15 
pm  Board of Directors 
meeting at the Blue Lion 
in Pierceton.  This is the 
monthly business meeting 
and members are invited.    

What?  You have never 
been to Bolivia or Bra-
zil!!  I thought everyone 
had been, but I guess I’m 
wrong.  If you want to 
see what you are miss-
ing, come to the pro-
gram the 4th Tuesday of 
August at the Blue Lion 
in Pierceton. 
   Kick off your shoes, 
meet your friends and 
have a great cup of cof-
fee with us.  Eric’s cinna-
mon rolls are to die for! 

Inside 
this issue: 

Contacts and sightings. 
List of the  Officers 

2 

Osprey’s on the Loose! 2 

Bird Hotels 
Shorebird Survey 

3 

Passing of a Great Man 
 
Skeeter Dope 

4 

Is It Your Turn? 5 

Vulture Killing! 
DoD Request  Exemp-
tion from Laws!  

6 
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Tippecanoe Audubon Society Officers 
 

Contact Information 

President:  
Paul Steffen 

Vice President 
David Eiler 

Treasurer 
Deb Hustin 

Secretary 
Connie Doud 

Director  
Steve Hammer 

Director and Field Trip Chair 
David Hicks 

Director and Sanctuary Chair  
Wilson Lutz 

Newsletter Editor & Membership Chair 
James L. Townsend 

Program Chair 
Steve Doud 

Director and Publicity 
Rosel Egolf 

Historian                       Webmaster 
Ferne Baldwin       Greg Clark 

Paul Steffen, President 

Phone: 574-658-4504 

E-mail:  ecoexpo@mchsi.com 

Membership or Newsletter 

James L. Townsend 

260-839-5203 

E-mail: jimvjmc@kconline.com 
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Check out “Without Bricks” for Field Guides, Bird books, 
bird song tapes and cd’s and all sorts of stuff for birding.  
Go to 
Www.withoutbricks.com/tippestore  (all one word, no 
spaces) 
 
Proceeds from your purchases go to the Tippecanoe 
Audubon  Society for local projects. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

 

The Tippecanoe Audubon Society supports conservation  

and environmental education to promote appreciation,  

understanding, and preservation of birds, other wildlife, 

 and diverse ecosystems for present and future generations. 

Sightings: 
Linda Beidelman of near Peru reports that she has had a 
pair of Pileated Woodpeckers nearby and the mother has 
brought 2 babies to her feeder. 
Steve and Lila Hammer of North Manchester observed a 
nesting pair of Prothonotary Warblers with their young at 
Robinson Lake Northeast of Pierceton about July 2. 
Tom Leggett of Argos added Violet Green Swallows and 
some others to his life list on a trip to Colorado recently. 
David and Ruth Eiler also traveled out of the area to Idaho 
and saw many Western birds not usually seen around here 
to add to their lists.  
Jim and Suzy Townsend, of near Sidney, saw a nest of eggs 
of an Orchard Oriole at the home of their daughter, Cindy 
Paeth, near Veedersburg IN. 
Be on the lookout for young Osprey’s in the Tri-
CountyFish and Wildlife Area.  They have been sprayed 
with different colors of paint for identification and should 
be flying now.  They fly with a distinctive “M” shape and 
have a largly white breast and underwing coloration.  
There have been 16 released in the area by the DNR and 
they hope to release about 64 more at other sites in the 
next two years. 
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Bird Hotels Created in SE Asia        Wilson Lutz 

International Shorebird Survey, 
Tom Leggett, Marshall County 

   Picture in your mind a three story brick office build-
ing. Now chase out the human occupants and make it 
more hospitable to birds.  Now picture yourself making 
a lot more money on the building than you did before.  
Weird?  Impossible?  This sort of thing is actually hap-
pening in Thailand.  The reason is that a population of 
swifts in that part of the world recently discovered that 
instead of nesting n their usual caves and caverns, that 
they could nest more conveniently in human con-
structed surroundings.  These swifts by the way, seem 
to be closely related to our chimney swifts. 
   The financial aspect arises from the fact that these are 
the birds whose nests are in great demand to make 
”Bird’s Nest Soup,” a well known delicacy in oriental 
cookery.  In fact, the demand for nests is so great that 
premium edible nests can fetch more than $1,000 per 
pound in Asian Markets!  It takes about fifty nests to 
make one pound. 

   In and around the town of Pattani, entrepreneurs are 
converting former human habitations to cave-like dwell-
ings for the birds. Windows are covered up, holes 
punched in the walls, humidifiers are installed and re-
corded bird songs are played to encourage occupancy 
by the birds.  Many of the birds then build their nests in 
these surroundings. A typical nest is like half a teacup 
plastered against a brick surface and it is almost as hard 
as a brick. 
   To use the nests, they are first chiseled away from the 
wall then soaked in water to soften them up. Next they 
are inspected with magnifying glasses and various kinds 
of foreign matter (twigs, feathers, etc.) are removed 
with tweezers.  Steaming or boiling then causes the 
nests to separate into long chewy strands.  Because the 
nests themselves do not have much taste, a variety of 
other ingredients are normally included in the soup to 
impart flavor.  A bowl of Bird’s Nest Soup in Hong 
Kong costs about twenty dollars.   
   It is interesting that the swifts in Thailand have no 
made a behavioral change similar to what happened to 
chimney swifts in this hemisphere.  Here, our familiar 
chimney swifts long ago adapted to the chimneys of hu-
man habitations so that they no longer seek more natu-
ral nesting places. 
  A typical recipe for Bird’s Nest Soup can be found on 
the internet at:  http://www.recipesource.com/ethnic/
asia/chinese/soup/oo/rec0005.html    Bon Appetit! 
 
(I’m going to rush right out and get me some birds nests 
and give this one a try!  I wonder if a Starling nest will 
work?    Ed.) 

   FIELD TRIP: 
August 10, Sunday, 1:30pm.  Judy Brown State Na-
ture Preserve South East of Rochester.   
  From SR 14/25 in Rochester, turn South on Wa-
bash Avenue at the stoplight.  At about 2 miles, the 
parking lot for the preserve is near a “Y” intersec-
tion.  A large tan building and some small state na-
ture preserve signs are near the intersection.  If 
you reach US 31, you have gone too far.  The park-
ing lot is on the unmarked road about 100 feet 
from the intersection with Wabash Avenue. 
  The preserve has a broad array of habitats includ-
ing forests and several types of marshes.  The view 
of the marshes around Lake Manitou is especially 
good. 

  Each year the Manomet 
Center for Conserva-
tion Sciences sponsors a 
survey of shorebirds.  
The reason for the sur-
vey is simple.  It is so it 
can be determined how 
shorebirds are doing 
with our ever expanding 
human domination of 
the natural world.  
   Spring migrations are 
from April 1 to June 10 
and the fall migration is 
from July 11 to October 
31.  Sites are checked at 
least once every 10 days 
during these periods.    
   For more information 
y o u  m a y  v i s i t 
www.manomet.org or 
contact the International 
Shorebird Surveys, Ma-
nomet Center for Con-
servation Services, PO 

Box 1770, Manomet 
MA 02345.   You may 
a l s o  e - m a i l 
bharr@manomet.org  
or Fax to 508-224-
9220 or telephone 
508-224-6521. 
   Each year Tom Leg-
gett does a survey of 
two sites in Marshall 
County.  He reports 
that this spring was 
very dry and numbers 
peaked in May at the 
May bird count time 
when it was much wet-
ter.  If you would like 
to participate in your 
area, Tom would be 
glad to help get you 
started.  His phone 
number is 574-892-
5035. 
 
 

Page 3 August                  



WWW.tippeaudubon.org 

4 

 

The Passing of a Great Man,   Wilson Lutz 
 

they say, the rest is history. 
   Long before Rachel Carlson published “Silent 
Spring,” Richard Pough was warning against the in-
discriminate distribution of DDT.  While with the 
National Audubon Society, Pough wrote a series of 
bird guides that emphasized bird habits and conser-
vation problems rather than merely identification.  
After twelve years with the National Audubon Soci-
ety, Pough joined the staff of the American Museum 
of Natural History.  While with the museum he de-
veloped highly realistic dioramas that featured the 
habitats of mammals, reptiles  and birds.  This ex-
perience drew him to an obscure group known as 
the Ecologists Union.  The objective of this group 
was to preserve threatened habitats.  Pough argued 
that the group needed to change its name because 
the general public didn not know what the term 
ecology meant. 
 The group did change its name and thus was 
born the Nature Conservancy.  Pough was elected 
its first president and remained in that office for 
many years.  Mr. Pough was so effective in promot-
ing the conservation ethic that many preserves 
were set aside mainly or in part through his efforts:  
Congaree Swamp in South Carolina, Troy 
Meadowsin New Jersey, Little Cumberland Island in 
Georgia, Aravaipa Canyon in Arizona and Devils 
Den in Connecticut.   
   Mr. Pough died on June 22, 2003 at the age of 99.  
His was truly a life  well lived. 
 

   The publication of obituaries is a rare occurrence in our 
Audubon newsletter.  I hope, however, that readers will 
agree that in this instance such an article is justified.  I refer 
to the recent death of Richard H. Pough (rhymes with 
dough) who was most certainly one of the great conserva-
tionists of our time.  He spent most of his life at or near the 
helms of some of the best known of the world’s conserva-
tion organizations.  Mr. Pough was sensitized to the need 
for conservation early in life.  In 1932 he heard about a 
hunting spot in Pennsylvania called Hawk Mountain and vis-
ited the site with his camera. 
   What he found at Hawk Mountain were the corpses of 
hundreds of dead hawks.  His photographs of this disgrace-
ful scene had the effect of sensitizing the public to the need 
to protect migrating hawks.  Mr. Pough then proceeded to 
interest a new York philanthropist in the problem who, in 
1934, purchased 1400 key acres on Hawk Mountain and 
thus put a stop to the slaughter of hawks at that location. 
   Shortly thereafter, Pough was engaged by the National 
Audubon Society to work specifically on bird conservation.  
He quickly noticed that millinery stores around New York 
were selling items of women’s clothing adorned with the 
feathers of protected species of birds.   Through his efforts, 
federal agents raided such stores and confiscated the illegal 
goods.  One of these projects backfired on Pough, however.  
He noticed that Macy’s Department Store was advertising 
“California Linnets” for sale.  As a federally protected spe-
cies, these birds were being sold illegally.  The government 
began levying fines against the stores selling “California Lin-
nets” (also called House Finches).  In order to avoid the 
fines, the illegal dealers simply turned the birds loose and, as 
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Bird Feet, Continued from cover page 

Pad leaves and that allows the Sora to walk where it gets 
much of its food. 
   You know there is a great difference between the foot fo 
a hawk and the foot of a duck, but is there a difference be-
tween the foot of a duck and the foot of a Coot?  Sure is!  
The Coot does not have a palmated or semi-palmated foot.  
It has a series of lobes on them much like a series of small 
coins or washers on them which seem to provide as much 
propulsion as the duck’s foot provides… 
   And the intrigues goes on!!! 

                           Paul Steffen 

SKEETER DOPE IDEAS 

   Try Avon Skin So Soft bath oil mixed half and half 
with alcohol.  (Rub it on the skin. Don’t drink it! 
Ed.) 
   Rub the skin with Bounce fabric softener sheets.  
Works on babies too. 
   Take vitamin B-1 tablets every day up until Octo-
ber and your skin will have a fragrance you cannot 
smell, but that repels mosquitos.  (These are Thia-
mine Hydrochloride 100 mg. tablets.) 
  Want to be really fragrant? Rub on Vick‘s Vaporub, 
but don’t get it on your binoculars or scope.  Also 
keeps away nosy neighbors, your spouse and all 
your friends! 
    Use vanilla, if you want to smell good! 
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Is It Your Turn?   -An Editorial Comment- 
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   We have a problem.  No, not just the Tippecanoe Audubon 
Society, but every one of us.  We all find it difficult to accept 
the fact that occasionally we need to take a share of the load 
that society gives us. The old saying that “no man is an island 
unto himself” is very true.  I can’t live without the help of oth-
ers and neither can anyone else. 
   Why am I bringing this up now?  We aren’t having any elec-
tions.  We aren’t in any big major projects.  Things are moving 
along smoothly. Aren’t they? 
   Well, yes and no.  It is true that TAS is moving along 
smoothly and we aren’t in any big bind, BUT just look at most 
of our officers.  For instance, me, the editor of this newslet-
ter. I’m retired, sort of, and getting rather grizzled around the 
edges.  And I’m getting tired. Now some of the other officers 
are my senior and they are getting tired too. 
   What I’m getting at is that when the time comes, we need 
some younger faces around the table at Board meetings.  
Members of the Board have said this among ourselves for 
years.  Some of us have held virtually every job in the Society.  
Your current Editor is also the Membership chair.  I have 
been President, vice President, Director, Education Chair, 
Conservation chair and I don't really recall what else.  Like 
other Board members, I am getting older and more tired as 
the days go by.  Geritol won’t help either. 
   One problem is that as we get older and more tired, our 
ideas become more stale and entrenched.  That is not good 
for the Society. 
   Think about this a moment.  Can you serve as a committee 
member?  Going a few steps further, what about serving as a 
committee chair?  Could you possibly devote an hour and a 
half a month and serve on the Board of Directors? Maybe you 
have something to add that can be very beneficial to the 
group.  Give it some thought.   
   Right now we are in need of a person to take over as the 
Membership Chair.  It is a one person job and requires about 
2 hours a month that can be spread out over the month, but 
it is an essential job.  The membership person needs a com-
puter.  Any computer today will do and a printer as the mem-
bership person has to print out the membership list on labels 
for the newsletter. That’s about it. 
   When I took over the job as Editor of Tippe Topics, it was 
not going to be a lifetime job.  Sometimes it seems like it has 
become that in the past, but it need not be.  I have purchased 
for TAS two copies of Microsoft Publisher, one for the Editor 
and the other for the Webmaster, and set up a template 
which can easily be modified to suit what we need by anyone 
with even limited computer skills.  It is now a much easier

 to put out Tippe Topics than it was before.  It 
does take some time, but the job can be spread 
out over the whole month and some pages hardly 
need any changes at all, for instance, the second 
page.  On average, I would estimate that it takes 
roughly 8 to 12 hours over the period of the 
month to put it all together, especially with the 
new program.   It used to take much more time. 
   Material for the TT comes from many sources.  
Wilson Lutz is a name you see here often as a 
source.  Paul Steffen is a very deep well of knowl-
edge.  Tom Leggett and others write for this as 
well.  Regular postings on the web from the Na-
tional Audubon Society, the Department of Natu-
ral Resources and other environmental sources 
are available also. 
   What I am asking is for you to put me out to 
pasture.  I really need to turn over the Editors job 
to someone else and also the membership job as 
well.  If you would like a challenge and want to 
give the Editor job a try, please call me.  The same 
goes for the membership job.  There is lots of 
help available and we won’t let anyone fail.  Give 
me a call.    Jim Townsend 

Do you have an idea for a Field 
Trip or Program?   
  We are always looking for places to go or pro-
grams of Interest.  If you know of a place that 
you think would be of interest to other people in 
our territory, Please contact David Hicks for 
Field Trips or Steve Doud for Programs.  
  David Hicks may be contacted by phone at 260-
982-2471 or by e-mail at 
djhicks@manchester.edu 
  Steve Doud may be contacted by phone at 260-
833—7793 or by  e-mail at ced@netusa1.net 
 

  It is difficult coming up with new ideas for pro-
grams and field trips and both these guys would 
be delighted to hear of some new ideas. 
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Now you can join the Tippecanoe Audubon Society and become a Chapter member as a “Friend of Tippecanoe    
Audubon Society” and have all your dues stay right here in our local area.  Your dues are 100% tax deductible since we 
are a 501 c 3 Federal Tax exempt educational organization.  Dues are $25 per year renewable annually. 
  TAS is the only organization in the area for the sole purpose of educating about birds and the environment and to do 
what we can to protect our dwindling and endangered local resources, wetlands and wildlife of all kinds. 

   In June the USDA in Virginia asked the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service to allow them to increase the number 
of Black and Turkey Vultures from 400 to 1,300 each 
year.  It is unclear why they are requesting this in-
crease or even why there is a permitted number in the 
first place. 
   Perhaps not the most attractive of bird species, Black 
and Turkey Vultures serve important ecological pur-
poses such as disease control and carrion removal.  
Vultures consuming dead infected animals eliminate 
infectious disease sources.  They are long lived species 
with low reproductive rates.  Thus they are sensitive 
to large increase in mortality.  Increasing the number 
of vultures that can be killed does not take into consid-
eration illegal killings and the effect they both will have 
on vulture populations. Plus, if WS is allowed the 
higher take, this may lead to other states asking for 
increases as well. This could have negative affects on 
the entire national vulture population. 
   National Audubon and its partners in conservation 
are urging the USFWS to disallow the increased num-
ber back to 400 or eliminate the kill completely. 
(From Wash. D. C. Audubon via the internet) 

   The Department of Defense has requested exemptions 
to important environmental laws including portions of the 
Endangered species Act and the Marine Mammal Protec-
tion Act.  These acts prevent them from tapping into the 
San Pedro River near Ft. Huachuca in Arizona.  They wish 
to divert additional water from the nearby watershed—
water that would normal flow into the San Pedro River, 
which is a Congressionally designated national Riparian 
Conservation Area, one of the richest biological reserves 
in all North America and one of the world’s premiere 
Birding spots that provides habitat for more than 400 bird 
species and is a critical stopover for nearly one-half of all 
migratory birds in the Unites States. 
   (Editor’s comment:   This is just one example of the 
pressure our lawmakers are under to cave in to the cur-
rent administration on environmental laws.  I can think of 
no time in the 30 year history of Tippecanoe Audubon 
that all environmental laws were in danger of being over 
turned or made impotent.  Much of this is in the misplaced  
guise of National Defense and Homeland Security.    
   We recently had a program about this particular area in 
question.) 

USDA, Wildlife Services Request  
Higher Limit on Vulture Killing 

 

August                  

 Send to: 
Tippecanoe Audubon Society  
James Townsend, Membership 
6331 S 300 E 
Warsaw IN 46580 

Join friends of Tippecanoe Audubon  now! 

Name 

Address 

  —————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

 YES— Sign me up as a member of Friends of Tippecanoe Audubon.  Enclosed is  my check made out to: 

 TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY in the amount of $25.00. 

City, State, ZIP 

E-mail address (this is important) 

Phone 

Department of Defense Requests Exemptions to Laws 
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The Dilemma of the White-headed Duck 
                                     Wilson Lutz 

   It’s a dreary litany, isn’t it?  Starlings, English Sparrows, 
garlic mustard, multiflora rose, kudzu, water hyacinth, 
Japanese honeysuckle, etc.  These are exotic species 
brought to this country by ignorant and/or well meaning 
persons.  The result, however, has in many cases been 
disastrous.  Starlings usurp the nesting holes of red-
headed woodpeckers; water hyacinth chokes southern 
watercourses; kudzu spreads like cancer across the 
countryside of the southeast; and multiflora rose tears at 
the flesh and clothing of T. A. S. sanctuary hikers.  
Wouldn’t it be great if we could turn back the hands of 
the clock (or the pages of the calendar) and reverse 
some of these unfortunate occurrences? 
   But has the reverse situation ever happened? Have 
North American species been transported to other parts 
of the world where they have upset balanced wildlife 
populations there?  Warren Hoge, writing in the New 
York Times (3/2/03), cites a recent example.  In the 
1950’s a bird lover named Sir Peter Scott took ruddy 
ducks from North America to England.  The transplanted 
ruddy ducks evidently took to heart the commandment 
“be fruitful and multiply”.  Today they have been found 
nesting in approximately a thousand locations in western 
Europe.  The Ruddy Duck is, however, a fairly close rela-
tive of the European white-headed duck and the white-
headed duck is one of the rarest of west European birds. 
Unfortunately, the ruddies have a penchant for mating 
with the white-headed ducks. This, of course, contami-
nates the gene pool of the white headed duck making it 
difficult for wildlife agencies to have any hope of main-
taining a population of genetically pure, White Headed 
ducks. 
   What, if anything, to do about the situation has ignited 
much controversy.  One group recommends doing noth-
ing.  Let nature and Darwinian adaptation take its course 
they say.  Anyway, there is a second population of white 
headed ducks in Russia that is geographically distant from 
the west European ruddies and is therefore unlikely to 
have its gene pool contaminated by ruddies.  Another 
group wants to wipe out the ruddies, at least in western 
Europe, and thereby preserve a pure strain of the white 
headed duck there.  This latter strategy has been imple-
mented to some degree.  Government marksmen  were 
sent out to kill ruddies.  But the two thousand or so that 
they killed did not make much of a dent in the popula-
tion.  Still a third school of thought takes the position 
that the white headed duck population really bottomed 
out because of over hunting and (presumably) that hunt-
ing laws should be changed. 
  How this controversy will play out remains to be seen. 

Coffee Anyone?    Paul Steffen 
   David Taylor, owner of the Blue Lion Coffeehouses 
in Warsaw and Pierceton, has very generously donated 
to Tippecanoe Audubon a quantity of high quality or-
ganically grown coffee.  This coffee is a blend of un-
usual varieties that you will not find in any store.  It is 
a selection of varieties that have been blended for a 
truly unique flavor gourmet coffee! 
   This blend includes Columbian, Supremo, Kenya 
AA, Peruvian, Sumatran, Brazilian and new Guinean 
coffees.   
   If you like unique coffees or you have a friend who 
likes coffee, this is the perfect opportunity.  David 
grinds and roasts this coffee as needed to bring you the 
maximum freshness possible.  It is available in one 
pound quantities. 
   Due to the fact that this coffee is fresh roasted and 
ground, it must be ordered a few days in advance. To 
order coffee for yourself or your friends, contact Paul 
Steffen at 574-658-4504 or e-mail him at eco-
expo@mchsi.com. 
   As stated above, all proceeds from this coffee sale go 
100% to Tippecanoe Audubon as a gift from David 
Taylor. 
 
 
 

AUGUST “SPECIAL” PROGRAM!!! 
   Every year Bart Culver and his family take a work-
ing vacation trip to some great place that Nature Con-
servancy is protecting.  We are fortunate that Bart and 
his wife, Cinda, are pretty good photographers and can 
bring this home to us.  Over the years, Bart’s programs 
have been our very most popular and are quite enjoy-
able.   I hate to label them as “Program of the Year”, 
but that is what they have been over the long term. 
   This years trip was to the Noel Kemph Nature Pre-
serve on the Bolivia/Brazil border.  It is over 38 Mil-
lion (yes! Million) acres in size and is a pristine rain 
forest and savannah the size of Massachussetts.  You 
may be so enthusiastic after seeing Bart’s program that 
you may decide to visit it yourself. 
   This program will be AUGUST 26, Tuesday evening 
at 7:30 at the Blue Lion Coffeehouse in Pierceton IN. 
So come on over to Pierceton and have a great cup of 
Dave’s coffee and meet your fellow TAS members and 
have a good time. 
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Bird Feet:   Paul STeffen 
 
   Have you ever looked with won-
der at a bird’s foot?  Did you know 
that the bird can’t fold its leg up 
against the body and open the foot 
or toes? Have you ever wondered 
why a bird can sit on a branch and 
sleep in a high wind? Have you ever 
wondered how much energy it 
takes to hang on to the branch all 
night?  
   The secret is in the mechanics of 
the birds foot and leg.  The bird 
does not have great gripping power 
when the leg is extended.  The real 
gripping power develops when the 
leg closes or bends.  The tendons 
are arranged in the legs and around 
the back of the knees in such a way 
that when the leg bends, the ten-

dons draw the toes shut and cause 
the foot to grip the branch. The bird 
is not using energy to hang on to the 
branch. The weight of the bird is 
quite enough to keep the tendons 
pulled tight on the branch, thereby 
locking the toes tightly around the 
branch.  
   When a Hawk is diving on an ani-
mal, the legs are thrust forward in 
the final moment with the feet and 
toes spread wide open. When the 
feet hit the animal while the bird is 
still coming down, the legs bend and 
the talons close completely on the 
animal.  The pressure of the closing 
of the talons is enough to kill the 
animal even if the 8 talons don’t!  
What an ingenious  system! 

   Who has “palmated” feet? The 
duck’s foot is fully palmated or 
webbed and other birds have varia-
tions of the “idea.”  Remember the 
Semipalmated Plover? Ahh ha. You 
got it. That bird gets its name from 
the fact that its feet are partially 
webbed or only “semi-palmated.” 
   Does the Semipalmated Plover 
swim? Not by choice, but it does 
walk on very soft mud and for that 
it needs a bit more flotation thatn 
the toes alone would provide. Does 
the Sora Rail have palmated feet? 
No.  It has very long toes that dis-
tribute it’s weight broadly over the 
surface of lily pad leaves and that 
allows the Sora to walk on the lily 
(Continued on Page 4) 
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Tippec ano e A udu bo n S ociety 

When is a Stream or Creek, a Drain? 

ACTIVE  OR PROACTIVE? 

From areas north. Taking down feeders 
too soon could be detrimental to birds 
dependent upon this food source.  Stud-
ies have shown that leaving feeders up 
will not encourage hummingbirds to stay 
around later than normal. 
  Hummingbirds typically arrive back in 
central Indiana the first week of April.  
Ruby-throated Hummingbirds are the 
only species of hummingbird regularly 
found east of the Mississippi River.  They 
winter in Gulf coast states, Mexico and 
Central America. 
  DNR’s research and monitoring of mi-
gratory birds in Indiana is funded primar-
ily by donations to the Wildlife Diversity 
Program through the check off on Indi-
ana’s State income tax form.  Donate all 
or a portion of your tax refund to pro-
mote wildlife conservation. 
—— 
  This is from the DNR Wild Bulletin 
which provides information about Indi-
ana’s natural resources and recreation.  
To subscribe or unsubscribe from Wild 
Bulletin go to: http://lists.in.gov/mailman/ 
listinfo/wildbulletin    
The DNR website is: http://wildlife.IN.gov  

   

Want to be  Proactive 

Be a County Rep 
• Write for  Topics  

• Volunteer 

• Go on Field Tr ips  

• Attend programs  

• Keep informed 

• Meet ot her members  

• Know your officers  

• Tell the of ficers  about what is  going on 

• Attend the  Retreat 

Inside  this issue: 

Contacts and sightings.   2 

Bob Kerns Heron colony  2 

 2 

 3 

Retreat (No, not run 
and hide!) 

4 

President’s Ramblings 
(slightly incoherent) 

5 

When is a stream— 
Continued  

5 
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Tippecanoe Audubon 
Society 

Leave Up Your Hummingbird Feeder 

What’s Happening? 

  Labor Day heralds the end of summer 
and the wearing of white, but it doesn’t 
need to end the summertime buzz of 
hummingbirds around your feeders.  It is 
a common belief that hummingbird feed-
ers should be brought in for the winter   
on Labor Day. Some believe that leaving 
feeders up will encourage hummers to 
delay their migration.  Indiana biologist 
John Castrale says that bird enthusiasts 
will do no harm by leaving the feeders 
up into late October. 
  “Some ruby throated hummingbirds 
linger in Indiana through October, but 
most have left by the end of Septem-
ber,” he said. “Young hummingbirds 
have been seen in nests as late as Sep-
tember 1.” 
  The hummingbird migration begins at 
the end of August and continues through 
September.  Their migration is deter-
mined by various factors such as air tem-
perature, day length and food availability. 
  Hummingbirds build tremendous en-
ergy reserves for their long flights south. 
Birds that linger at feeders may be off-
spring of later nesting attempts, and may 
need a little more time to put on fat re-
serves than those hatched earlier in the 
summer. Additionally some later arrivals 
are actually migrants passing through 

 Program “How the Glacier 
Changed Indiana”  Septem-
ber 23, at the Blue Lion in 
Pierceton. Bring the kids 
and find out why we don’t 
have mountains. Details on 
Page 5    

Board Meeting at the 
Blue Lion, Pierceton, 
Sept 9.  Topic of the Day 
will be the October Re-
treat  (Something for 
everyone to look for-
ward to!)  Ya all come! 

Field Trip to Jasper-
Pulaski State Fish and 
Game Area.  Sunday 
Sept. 13, 10a.m.   35,000 
Cranes stop here in mi-
gration.  We might see 
one.  Details Page  5                                    

    

Inside 
this 
issue: 

Contacts and sightings. 
List of the Officers  

2 

Hey Coffee Lovers 2 

It Can’t Be Done! 3 

Vulture Vendetta 4 

Programs and Field 
Trips 

5 

Bird of the Month 6 
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Tippecanoe Audubon Society Officers 
 

Contact Information 

President:  
Paul Steffen 

Vice President 
David Eiler 

Treasurer 
Deb Hustin 

Secretary 
Connie Doud 

Director  
Steve Hammer 

Director and Field Trip Chair 
David Hicks 

Director and Sanctuary Chair  
Wilson Lutz 

Newsletter Editor & Membership Chair 
James L. Townsend 

Program Chair 
Steve Doud 

Director and Publicity 
Rosel Egolf 

Historian                       Webmaster 
Ferne Baldwin       Greg Clark 

Paul Steffen, President 

Phone: 574-658-4504 

E-mail:  ecoexpo@mchsi.com 

Membership or Newsletter 

James L. Townsend 

260-839-5203 

E-mail: jimvjmc@kconline.com 

Hey Coffee Lovers!!!!   

 Now is your chance to support the society and enjoy a great cup of coffee.  
Dave Taylor, the proprietor of the Blue Lion, has donated a blend of exotic 
coffees to the Tippecanoe Audubon Society.  You can take advantage of this 
offer by placing your order with the Blue Lion in Pierceton and picking your 
purchase up at a Board Meeting or monthly Program.   Just call a few days in 
advance to Paul Steffen at 574-658-4504  or e-mail him at:  eco-
expo@mchsi.com    This is being sold for $10 per pound and 100% of this 
goes to promote Audubon programs here in our area. 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

 

The Tippecanoe Audubon Society supports conservation  

and environmental education to promote appreciation,  

understanding, and preservation of birds, other wildlife, 

 and diverse ecosystems for present and future generations. 

Sightings: 

Mary Purcell of Wabash says that her neighborhood 
has hosted a flock of Baltimore Orioles since the first 
of August. Usually they leave in July, but this time they 
returned to feed on ripe chokeberries.  On August 18 
she saw 9 Great Egrets in a flooded cornfield at Rich-
valley, Indiana. She also reports that there is a 60 nest 
Great Blue Heron cookery just North of LaFontaine 
off of America road. 
 
Tom Leggett reports seeing American Avocets, 
Golden Plovers, and a Red-necked Phalarope on a 
pond off SR17 between SR 10 and SR119 recently. 
 
Be careful out there!  White tailed deer are abundant 
this year and becoming more of a problem on the 
roads.  Encourage your local hunters.  Many are be-
coming very used to humans and are now seen often 
within the city limits of Warsaw and Winona Lake. 
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It Can’t be Done. It Will Never Work.  HA! 
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Solar Collector panels 

Solar voltage controllers and inverter                      

Battery bank  

That’s what they keep telling me anyway. 

Back in 1999, when the big scare about all the power 
being off when 2000 rolled around, we in-
stalled a “Photo-voltaic Solar Power Sys-
tem.”   By listening to all the ‘so-called ex-
perts’ you would think that it would never 
work.   Fortunately, being a bit bull headed, 
I don’t believe everything these ‘arm chair 
experts’ say on TV and in the newspapers. 

For the past 6 or 7 years my son, Jon Townsend has 
powered his entire household on nothing 
but solar energy and LP gas.   

The LP is for heating, cooking and refrigeration, but all 
electrical power for water and lights is 
from the sun.  He’s narrow minded too and 
didn’t listen to the “experts” and when the 
electric company wanted over $3,000 to 
hook him up, he opted to install a Solar 
Power system.  It must work, since that is 
all he uses in his house. 

Nope!  Won’t work.  That’s what they say anyway.  (This 
is the system we use to power our house. 
Don’t tell the “Experts!) 

                          Jim Townsend 

Do you have an idea for a Field 
Trip or Program?   
  We are always looking for places to go or pro-
grams of Interest.  If you know of a place that 
you think would be of interest to other people in 
our territory, Please contact David Hicks for 
Field Trips or Steve Doud for Programs.  
  David Hicks may be contacted by phone at 260-
982-2471 or by e-mail at 
djhicks@manchester.edu 
  Steve Doud may be contacted by phone at 260-
833—7793 or by  e-mail at ced@netusa1.net 
 

  It is difficult coming up with new ideas for pro-
grams and field trips and both these guys would 
be delighted to hear of some new ideas. 
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Now you can join the Tippecanoe Audubon Society and become a Chapter member as a “Friend of Tippecanoe    
Audubon Society” and have all your dues stay right here in our local area.  Your dues are 100% tax deductible since we 
are a 501 c 3 Federal Tax exempt educational organization.  Dues are $25 per year renewable annually. 
  TAS is the only organization in the area for the sole purpose of educating about birds and the environment and to do 
what we can to protect our dwindling and endangered local resources, wetlands and wildlife of all kinds. 

  Ever heard about Radford, Virginia?  How about 
Hinkley, Ohio? Both of these towns are famous for 
their buzzards — but in different ways. In early August 
the New York Times reported on the vulture 
(buzzard) invasion of Radford VA.  It seems that Rad-
ford recently became the focal point for a roost of 
many hundreds of vultures —mainly black vultures 
with a few turkey vultures mixed in. The birds sud-
denly appeared one morning and invested the town 
with a stomach-wrenching smell reported to be worse 
than a barnyard. They have also been reported to have 
ruined trees, attacked tractor seats, roof shingles, 
windshield wipers, and even farm animals — especially 
newborns.  Furthermore, vultures sometimes carry 
with them rather spooky connotations-being associ-
ated with corpses and all. In order to discourage the 
avian intrusion, local authorities tried water sprays, 
fireworks, and even chopped down some of the trees 
in which the vultures were roosting. The birds were 
unfazed. 

  Finally one morning the vultures mysteriously de-
parted and took up residence in a nearby woods.  The 
good people of Radford do not look forward to a re-

turn of the vultures.  They have therefore requested that 
Department of Agriculture agents be permitted to kill as 
many as 1,300 black and turkey vultures.  The Federal gov-
ernment killed 400 in the vicinity of Richmond VA last year 
in spite of the fact that these birds are officially regarded as 
protected under the migratory bird laws.  Although con-
servationists and ornithologists regard the complaints as 
overstated, they would welcome some creative solutions 
to the apparent problem.  One might be for Radford VA 
to do what Hinkley OH did forty years ago.  The Ohioans 
took the annual mid-March appearance of the turkey vul-
tures to be a welcome sign of a returning spring. They 
then proceeded to declare March 15 to be the day of an 
annual Buzzard Festival.  Like the Swallows of Capistrano, 
the vultures usually show up at Hinkley right on schedule.  
  Maybe the folks in Radford could experiment with this 
idea: Proclaim a Vulture Festival and reap tourist dollars as 
well as Vulture droppings.   
(Adapted from an article by James Dao, New York Times, 
August 6, 2003.) 

  

Vulture Vendetta in Virginia,  by Wilson Lutz (A follow up to last month) 
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**************************************************** 

ATTENTION Marshall County members: 

   There will be a “Meet and Greet” on Thursday, Septem-
ber 18 at 9 AM (in the morning) at the Plymouth Library, 
201 N. Center Street in Laramore Room B.  Paul Steffen, 
Tippecanoe Audubon Society President, will narrate a slide 
presentation titled “Tippecanoe and Herons Too.”  Re-
freshments will be served. 
   This is an opportunity to discover the wide range of 
Audubon interests and programs and to meet some of 
your fellow Audubon members and discuss what environ-
mental concerns we have here in Marshall County. 
  Directions: To avoid construction at 17S, exit 30W at 
King Road traffic light near 31exit (Crazy D gas station on 
left.)  Left at stoplight and then a quick right to 9A, which 
becomes Jefferson.  Cross Michigan; left on Center two 
blocks. Off-street parking is available in lots east and west 
of the library. 
  OR: 17S (Michigan) to Jefferson. Right to Jefferson. Right 
to Center (first light); left 2 blocks. 
 
**************************************************** 
########  September 13, Saturday, 10AM ###### 
  About every year we make a special effort to go to 
Jasper-Pulaski State Fish and Game Area.  This site is 
well known for the massive gathering of Sandhill  
Cranes late in the fall. However, it has a number of 
interesting features at an time of the year, including 
marshes, swamps, oak forest and prairie. This should 
be a good time of the year to encounter migrant 
birds and to find prairie grasses and forbs in flower.  
With luck some Cranes may also be there. 
  J-P is located near Medaryville IN.  We will meet at 
the headquarters are. From US 421 north of Medary-
ville, follow SR143 west about a mile to the head-
quarters area. There are signs at the turns on 421 
and 143.  Bring insect repellant, lunch, binoculars and 
Field Guides.  (I think I will try to find a little Indian 
girl for a guide like Lewis and Clark did! Ed.) 
##################################### 
Why don’t we have mountains here and why is it so 
flat?  Where did all these little lakes come from? 
   September 23, 7:30 pm at the Blue Lion in Pierce-
ton, Dr. Wilson Lutz will be telling us “How the 
Great Glacier Changed the face of Northern Indi-
ana.”   
   Go back in time 20,000 years. Try to picture the 
place you are now. Now imagine it covered by a 
mass of ice as thick as the Grand Canyon is deep!  
This gives you some idea of what all of northern Indi-
ana would have looked like during the recent Ice 
Age. The effects of this ice on the Indiana landscape 
have been profound.   
   Dr. Lutz is a retired professor from Manchester 
College who specializes in Geology. 

OSPREY:  Bird of the Month (Continued from back page) 

A large Gull may also sometimes also harass an Osprey that is 
carrying a fish and try to force it to drop the fish, but and Osprey 
is larger than any gull and is usually able to withstand such attacks 
without dropping the fish it is carrying. 
  In natural situations Ospreys build nests made of sticks in the 
tops of dead trees near water or on cliffs or rock outcrops.  
They also make use of platforms on tall poles erected by humans 
for their benefit. Nests may also be built on telephone or power 
poles, bridges, or even on buildings. An Osprey pair mates for 
life and uses the same nest year after year, adding more sticks 
each year. Thus a nest may grow to a huge size, sometimes as 
much as six feet high.  Though not a colonial species, quite a 
number of Osprey pairs may nest close to one another where 
there are suitable nesting sites. 
  An Osprey female lays two to four pinkish eggs with many dark 
blotches.  The eggs hatch in about 5 or 6 weeks, with the eggs 
hatching one after another several days apart. Young Ospreys 
fledge in about 7 or 8 weeks after hatching and continue to be 
fed by their parents until the fall migration. Young Ospreys do 
not become sexually mature and ready to mate until they are 
about three years old. 
  Ospreys, like Bald Eagles, suffered a severe population decline 
caused by the wide use of DDT after World War 2. The DDT 
from agricultural use washed into lakes and coastal waters where 
it entered the food chain and was ingested by fish which in turn 
were eaten by Ospreys.  As DDT moved up the food chain it 
became more concentrated at each step from insects to fish to 
Ospreys. The DDT caused females to lay eggs with shells so thin 
that they broke during incubation instead of hatching. Thousands 
of Ospreys nested along the coast between Boston and New 
York before World War II, but by 1970 there were only about a 
hundred nesting pairs. Likewise along the coast of New Jersey 
where there had once been about 500 nests, only about 50 re-
mained by 1975. The publication of Rachel Carson’s book Silent 
Spring in 1962 sounded the alarm for Ospreys and Bald Eagles as 
well as for many songbird species.  Under the pressure from 
conservation organizations and the general public the environ-
mental Protection agency banned the use of DDT in the Unite 
States in 1972. As DDT slowly decreased in the environment 
Ospreys began to make a slow comeback. There are now over 
300 nests along the New Jersey coast. Whether the population 
will ever recover completely is doubtful. 
  Here in Indiana the Department of Natural Resources has initi-
ated a program to reintroduce Ospreys into the state in the 
same way that Bald Eagles have been reintroduced.  In early June 
of this year sixteen Osprey chicks were brought to Indiana from 
Virginia and raised in nest boxes at Patoka Reservoir in Crawford 
County in Southern Indiana, and at Tri-County Fish and Wildlife 
Area in Kosciusko County. They were marked with various col-
ors of nontoxic paint so that each individual could be identified 
and its movements tracked. There are plans to introduce up to 
64 more young Ospreys in the next few years. This program is 
being paid for out of the Wildlife Diversity Fund which is funded 
by taxpayers who check that box on their Indiana income tax 
forms. 
  Ospreys migrate to Peru and Brazil for the winter. 
   



WWW.tippeaudubon.org 

6 

 

 

Bird of the Month:  OSPREY  by David Eiler 
 

   The Osprey is one of the world’s 
most wide ranging bird species.  It oc-
curs on every continent except Antarc-
tica. Although classified as a raptor re-
lated to Hawks and Eagles, the Osprey 
is neither a Hawk nor and Eagle. In-
stead ornithologists have placed it in a 
family all of its own and called Pandioi-
dae.  

   An Osprey’s diet consists entirely of 
fish which it catches either along ocean 
shores or on inland lakes.  Its feet are 
adapted to specifically to that function. 
It has four toes with long curved talons, 
and one toe can either forward or 
backward. It hunts by soaring over wa-
ter where it can see fish. When it spots 
a fish it dives toward it and then 
plunges feet first into the water. After 
seizing a fish it struggles to the surface 
and flies away holding the fish with the 

head forward. It may take the fish to a 
perch and eat it, or it may carry the fish 
to its nest for the nestlings to eat. Os-
preys sometimes grab fish too large for 
them to lift out of the water and may 
sometimes be dragged under and 
drowned when they are unable to re-
move their talons from the fish. 

  Ospreys are sometimes confused with 
Bald Eagles because they are somewhat 
similar in appearance and both catch 
fish. However and Osprey with a wing-
span of four to six feet is considerably 
smaller than a Bald Eagle with a wing-
span of 6 1/2 to 7 feet. Unlike an adult 
Bald Eagle that has an entirely white 
head and Osprey has a partially white 
head with a heavy black eye line and a 
black crown stripe. Except for ites head, 
an Osprey is mostly black and dark 
brown mottling with white feather tips 

on the back and wings, whereas a Bald 
Eagle adult has a white tail as well as a 
white head. An Osprey has long narrow 
wings that are white below except for a 
black spot at the crook of the wing.  
The wings of a Bald Eagle adult are en-
tirely dark below, whereas those of a 
juvenile have white mottling. A Bald 
Eagle juvenile is entirely dark brown. 
These differences make it easy to dis-
tinguish the two species, both when 
they are flying and when they are 
perched. 
  Since both Ospreys and Bald Eagles 
catch fish, they often occur together. 
Because a Bald Eagle is much larger that 
an Osprey, it may often harass an Os-
prey that is carrying a fish and force it 
to drop it. The Bald Eagle will then re-
trieve it. 
(Continued on Page 7) 
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When is a Stream or Creek, a Drain? 

 esteemed as a luxury.” 
  The traditional harvest 
method in Minnesota was 
described in 1820: “It is 
now gathered by two of 
the women passing 
around in a canoe, one 
sitting in the stern and 
pushing it along, while 
the other, with two small 
pointed sticks about 3 
feet long, collects it by 
running one of the sticks 
into the rice and bending 
it into the canoe, while 
with the other she 
threshes out the grain.  
This she does on both 
sides of the canoe alter-
nately and while it is 
moving.” 
  After harvesting, the 
grains were dried 
(originally in the sun, 
later in kettles over a 
fire) to loosen leafy ma-
terial and prevent spoil-
age.  Next the men of 
the tribe dug holes, lined 
them with animal hides, 
Continued on Page 2   
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WILD RICE     by Dr. David Hicks 

Sightings 

     On a recent TAS field 
trip to the Judy Burton 
Preserve on the edge of 
Rochester,  our attention 
was caught by a large grass 
growing in the wetlands 
along the shores of Lake 
Manitou.  And I do mean 
big!  Most of these plants 
stood 6 feet tall or more 
and some had flower clus-
ters nearly a foot across.  
As well as being very large, 
the flowers were organ-
ized in an unusual way.  In 
most grasses, each flower 
has both male and female 
parts.  However, these 
plants had distinct male 
and female flowers, with 
the male located on long, 
spreading branches below 
the female flowers.  The 
size and flower arrange-
ment identified this plant 
as wild rice (Zizania 
aquatica). While wild rice 
is very widespread, occur-
ring from Quebec to Flor-
ida and North Dakota to 
Texas, it isn’t encountered  

Very often in our area.   
  Wild Rice typically grows 
in shallow water along lake 
shores.  In some areas it 
occurs as scattered plants, 
as we saw on the field trip. 
However, in shallow lakes 
in more northern parts of 
the Midwest, it occurs in 
large, dense stands.  Good 
stands can yield up to 50 
bushels per acre.  Com-
bines with the large size of 
the grains, and the ability 
to store them once proc-
essed, this high productiv-
ity made wild rice a staple 
food of a number of Na-
tive American groups.  
Ethnobiologists have docu-
mented its use by the Da-
kota, Menominee, Mesk-
waki, Ojibwa, Omaha, 
Ponca and Winnebago 
tribes.  Wild Rice was 
typically used much the 
same way as white rice, 
although Ojibwa are said 
to have enjoyed the 
“seeds boiled with rabbit 
excrements, eaten and 

and has seen 3 Pintail 
Ducks, 3 Long Billed 
Dowitchers, a Pectoral 
Sandpiper and 2 Lesser Yel-
lowlegs.   
  And what have you seen 
lately?  Contact Parks Ad-
ams with your reports. 

Mary Purcel of Wabash 
saw a late  hummingbird 
Oct 1 and also Juncos 
Oct 15.  She has also 
seen yellow Warblers 
Ruby Crowned Kinglet, 
Wood Thrush, Purple 
Finches, 2 female Rose 

Breasted Grosbeaks Coo-
pers Hawk, Cedar Wax-
wings and a 200 bird 
Chimney swift roost in 
Wabash! 
Bruce Ruisard has been 
monitoring 3 flooded   
areas West of Warsaw 
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(From page one) 
And used the pits to dance on the grain to loosen the chaff.  
Finally, the grain was winnowed by dumping it onto a blan-
ket in a slight breeze, allowing the chaff to blow away. 
  Because of its importance as a staple food, ownership of 
wild rice plants was disputed among families and tribes.  
There is even documentation of battles to possess particu-
larly productive location.  At one such battle, between 
Chippewa and Sioux in 1806, over 500 warriors were 
killed. 
   Modern agribusiness has long sought to domesticate wild 
rice because of the high price it commands. However, sev-
eral characteristics of the plant have made it difficult to use 
as a crop. The grains mature over a long time period, even-
tually falling by themselves, thus requiring manual harvest-
ing over a long time period to capture the ripe fruits be-
fore they fall.  In 1963, agronomists discovered wild rice 
plants in which the grains are retained on the parent plant 
after ripening.  Such plants have been the basis of domesti-
cated forms of wild rice. Domestication remains contro-
versial, though, as Native Americans consider wild rice to 
be a crop given to them by the Great Spirit, which should 
not be modified genetically. 
(This is just a sample of what is seen on Field Trips with Dr. 
Hicks.  This trip was back in August and, as always, was great!) 

Tippecanoe Audubon Society Officers 
 

Contact Information 

President:  
Paul Steffen 

Vice President 
David Eiler 

Treasurer 
Deb Hustin 
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Connie Doud 

Director  
Steve Hammer 
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David Hicks 

Director, Membership and Sanctuary Chair  
Wilson Lutz 

Newsletter Editor  
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Steve Doud 
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Ferne Baldwin       Greg Clark 

Paul Steffen, President 

Phone: 574-658-4504 

E-mail:  ecoexpo@mchsi.com 

Membership information: 

Wilson Lutz 

Phone 260-982-6754 

E-mail: mwlutz@kconline.com 

Learn more about our local area and its environment by    
attending the Field trips, participating in bird counts, and      
attending the monthly programs.   Everyone is invited, so 
bring your friends.  No Tippecanoe Audubon activity is      
restricted to just members.   
  Our goal is to Educate ourselves and others about our    
environment and actively seek to preserve it. 
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The Tippecanoe Audubon Society supports conservation  

and environmental education to promote appreciation,  

understanding, and preservation of birds, other wildlife, 

 and diverse ecosystems for present and future generations. 
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Field Trips and Programs 

 
Changes in TAS 
 

Army Corps of Engineers 
on the dam remediation 
project.  This is a 55 mil-
lion dollar project to re-
pair the dam structure 
after it was discovered 
that water was moving 
under the current dam 
threatening its stability. 
This will be a 3 part pro-
gram about Indiana Geol-
ogy, the dam project and 
the Army Corps of Engi-
neers.                               
 
 
 

FIELD TRIP 

November 16th,  Sunday 
Afternoon, 1:30pm there 
will be a Field Trip to the 
Taylor Sanctuary.  The 
topic will be “Naked 
Trees” and will focus on 
identification of woody 
plants during the winter.  
Directions: Go to State 
Road 13 and proceed to 
Liberty Mills East of SR13 
and through town to the 
last street in town. Turn 
North and then bear off 
to the right at the old 

school.  Follow this road 
and keep your eyes open 
for the Audubon sign and 
just before the row of 
pine trees, follow the 
grassy lane back west to 
the sanctuary.  (A great 
place to bring the kids.) 
 
PROGRAM 
November 25, Tuesday, 
7:00 at the Blue Lion in 
Pierceton.   
Tim Flaherty will be talk-
ing to us about the Missis-
sinewa Dam.  Tim is the 
project Geologist for the 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MORE SIGHTINGS! 
Bruce and Mindy Lanke-
nau of Southern Kosci-
usko County recently 
had a Pine Grosbeak on 
their feeder October 7.  
This is a very rare sight-
ing this far south.  They 
have also seen several 
pair of Ring Necked 
Pheasants and Red-Tailed 
Hawks.  They also say 
they usually have cormo-
rants, but they haven’t 
seen any this year. 

   With this issue of Tippe 
Topics there will be a 
change of Editor and 
Membership chair.  For 
the past 10 months or so, 
I have tried to put out a 
newsletter which was in-
formative, educational and 
that kept you informed of 
local things that were go-
ing on in our 8 county 
area.   However, due to 
some other obligations 
and a desire for some free 
time, I am handing over 
the duty of Newsletter 
Editor to Parks Adams of 
North Manchester.  I am 
positive that Parks will 
build on what the past 
editors of Tippe Topics 
have done and make this 
an even better newsletter 
for you. 
  Another change will be 
the duty of Membership 
chair.  Wilson Lutz will be 

assuming those duties as 
soon as we can get all 
the necessary informa-
tion together and trans-
ferred to his computer.   
  Neither of these gentle-
men are strangers to us 
in that Wilson served 
recently as President of 
TAS and Parks has been 
on the Board for a num-
ber of years. 
  Future correspondence 
concerning Tippe Topics, 
such as local reports, 
other chapter news and 
bird sightings should now 
go to Dr. Adams.   
  All items concerning 
memberships should be 
directed to Dr. Lutz.     
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 3 

We have been 
notified that Jay 
Taylor, a long time 
TAS member  and 
uncle of Herbert 
Taylor, passed away 
October 15th. 
   Our sincere 
sympathies go out to 
the family. 
    

Tippe Topics 
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Christmas Bird Count,  January 3, 2004 
 

Need a refrigerator?   Here’s one you can have for FREE! 

Christmas Dinner And Slide Fest   December 9 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  The annual December 
Dinner and members 
slide show will be  

December 9, 6:00 at the 
Blue Lion in Pierceton. 

  Reservation need to be 
made after Dec 1 and 
before December 7.  The 
meal cost will be $12 per 
person. 

 

For more information 
contact Paul Steffen.   

Phone: 574-658-4504 

Email:                       
ecoexpo@mchsi.com 

 

 

  At the Taylor sanctuary near Liberty Mills, there is a structure we 
call the “Tepee.”  It is in very bad repair and has been vandalized, but 
it does have a refrigerator.  We think it works.  At least it did before 
we had the electricity shut off.  If you need a refrigerator or know 
someone who does, please contact Wilson Lutz (260-892-6754) and 
arrange to pick it up. 
   Because of the poor condition of the tepee, we are going to raze it 
to eliminate our liability.  We would prefer to give this refrigerator 
away than to have it taken to the landfill. 
 Please give Wilson a call as soon as possible. 
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For more information, 
contact Paul Steffen 
Phone 574-658-4504 
Email: 
ecoexpo@mchsi.com 
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Contacts: 
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    All inquiries about membership, renewals and new 
memberships in the Tippecanoe Audubon Society should 
now go to: 
    Wilson Lutz 
 806 E. 2nd Street, Extended 
 North Manchester IN 46592 
 Phone: 260-982-6754 
 Email: mwlutz@kconline.com 
 
 
   All items to be published in the Tippe Topics, such as 
bird sightings, county reports, items of local interest and 
any other articles should now go to: 
 Parks Adams 
 102 East 3rd Street 
 North Manchester IN 46962 
           Phone: 260-982-6083 
 Email:  pmadams@hoosierlink.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The chapter has an opening for Publicity chair.  This is 
the person who mails out notices to the area newspa-
pers about programs and field trips.  If you can do this 
much needed job, please contact Paul Steffen, 574-658-
4504  or email to  ecoexpo@mchsi.com .    

 

 
 

Do you have an idea for a Field 
Trip or Program?   
  We are always looking for places to go or pro-
grams of Interest.  If you know of a place that 
you think would be of interest to other people in 
our territory, Please contact David Hicks for 
Field Trips or Steve Doud for Programs.  
  David Hicks may be contacted by phone at 260-
982-2471 or by e-mail at 
djhicks@manchester.edu 
  Steve Doud may be contacted by phone at 260-
833—7793 or by  e-mail at ced@netusa1.net 
 

  It is difficult coming up with new ideas for pro-
grams and field trips and both these guys would 
be delighted to hear of some new ideas. 
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RETU RN SE RVICE REQUES TED 

   

 
Now you can join the Tippecanoe Audubon Society and become a Chapter member as a “Friend of Tippecanoe    
Audubon Society” and have all your dues stay right here in our local area.  Your dues are 100% tax deductible since we 
are a 501 c 3 Federal Tax exempt educational organization.  Dues are $25 per year renewable annually. 
  TAS is the only organization in the area for the sole purpose of educating about birds and the environment and to do 
what we can to protect our dwindling and endangered local resources, wetlands and wildlife of all kinds. 

   Overpopulation of this planet by human beings is the 
major source of environmental problems facing, not 
only this country, but almost every country on this 
small ball of dirt and water we call Earth.  Some places 
we do not consider as overpopulated, for instance, 
Saudi Arabia.  However, did you know that the popula-
tion of that arid country has grown from 6.2 million to 
24 million in just the past 30 years!  The average Saudi 
woman has more than 6 children!  Most of this is 
largely due to the restriction on all types of contracep-
tive use and a very conservative religion that restricts 
such things as sex education.   This among one of the 
worlds richest nations!    
  Just think of what would happen if all countries of the 
world had grown this fast over the past 30 years? 
   BUT overpopulation does not just apply to people.  
What about the massive hog factories that are spring-
ing up around the country?   Some of the worst eco-
logical disasters in recent times have been directly due 
to these huge concentrations of livestock in small areas 
and the extremely lax laws that apply to them.  Back in 
the “Good Old Days,” a farmer had a couple sows and 
maybe a boar to breed them and maybe raised a few 

pigs for his family to eat and a few to sell.  Now it is rare 
to see anything like this.  The picture of the lady of the 
house feeding a small flock of chickens and a couple of pigs 
with litters and a milk cow on a farm hasn’t been correct 
for over 50 years.    The picture now is a confined live-
stock operation with 5,000 steers or 8,000 hogs in huge 
barns or maybe 80,000 chickens.   There is nothing wrong 
with this EXCEPT that laws regarding the waste from 
these animals are largely non-existent!    
 Eight thousand hogs produce the same amount of 
fecal waste as 32,000 people!  That is larger than any town 
in the Tippe Audubon area.   Think of it this way, what if 
Rochester and Columbia City and Peru were all one town 
with NO sewage system?   This is what we are facing with 
these huge confined feed lots and hog factories.   Not only 
can the stench be smelled for miles, but if a lagoon of ma-
nure overflows, it pollutes streams and rivers for miles.    
 We have this problem starting in our area.  It be-
hooves us to keep a very close eye on these proposed and 
existing operations and urge our legislators to make sure 
these operators have the proper waste disposal facilities. 
 
Strictly the opinion of Jim Townsend, Rabble Rouser. 

Over Population and its Effects on the Environment 
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Join friends of Tippecanoe Audubon  now! 
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Address 
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 YES— Sign me up as a member of Friends of Tippecanoe Audubon.  Enclosed is  my check made out to: 

 TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY in the amount of $25.00. 

City, State, ZIP 

E-mail address (this is important) 

Phone 
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bers of this family are Rail, Gallinule, Crake, Flufftail 
and Wood Rail.  Other species occurring in the 
United States are the Black Rail (Laterallus Jamaicen-
sis) and the Yellow Rail (Coturnicips Noveborancen-
sis), which are both so secretive that they are rarely 
seen even by experienced birders.  Rails have unusu-
ally narrow bodies that help them move around 
more easily among reeds and cattails.  Besides the 
American Cootthere are two other membes of the 
Rail family found in the United States that are failry 
easy to see.  The Common Moorhen (Gallinula 
chloropus) is seen more frequently in the southern 
states than in Indiana and has world wide distribu-
tion.  Even more common is the Sora (Porzana Caro-
lina).  Although secretive, it can sometimes be seen 
moving around among cattails and reeds and is occa-
sionally seenaway from water.  Soon after I began 
bird watching, the first Sora I ever saw was wander-
ing around in my back yard one evening.  I thought it 
was some strange kind of chicken until I looked it up 
in my bird book. 
   Other Rail species occurring in Indiana are the Vir-
ginia Rail (Rallus limicola) and the King Rail (Rallus 
elegans).  The Clapper Rail (Rallus longirostris) is 
limited to coastal marshes and does not occur in 
Indiana.  Our most  beautiful Rail species is the Pur-
ple Gallinule (Porphyrula martinica) which ranges 
from the United States south through the West In-
dies and South America to northern Argentina and 
occurs commonly as far north as Indiana. It gets its 
name from its iridescent plumage that appears purple 
or green depending on the light angle. 
   Worldwide there are eleven Coot species belong-
ing to the genus Fulica.  The most widely distributed 
is the Eurasian Coot (Fulica atra) which nests 
throughout most of Eurasia and migrates south in 
winter to Africa, Indonesia and the Philippines.  It 
also occurs in Australia and New Zealand.  The Red-
knobbed Coot (Fulica cristata) nests in southern 
Spain and Morocco and migrates to east and south 
Africa.  Six Coot species occur in South America and 
one in the Caribbean.  The Hawaiian Coot (Fulica 
alai) occurs on in the Hawaiian Islands. 
                Dr. David L. Eiler, PhD 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
I wonder where the term “Old Coot” and the name 
“Cootie” came from? 
     I’ve been accused of being an “old Coot” with  
lots of “cooties.”  I’m not sure exactly what that 
means.     Fred Smedley 

to an entirely different bird family.  Their behavior is also 
different from ducks.  When they take off from the water 
they patter along the surface until they gain enough speed 
to become airborne.  When a large flock takes off together 
their pattering is quite a sight.  When flying they let their 
legs dangle which is another way to distinguish them from 
ducks.  
   Coots have lobes on their toes that have the same func-
tion in swimming as the webbing between the toes of 
ducks.  They may dive as deep as 25 feet for underwater 
plants  and a dive may last up to a quarter of a minute.  
They feed mostly during the day, but may feed on moonlit 
nights. When a Coot brings food to the surface, plant eat-
ing ducks and other Coots often try to steal it.  Coots also 
eat a variety of animal food such as snails, worms, tadpoles 
crayfish and even the eggs of other birds. 
   Coots nest in ponds and freshwater marshes.  Bulrushes, 
cattails, reeds, and grasses are  used as nesting material.  
Nests are often placed on floating platforms and attached 
to surrounding plants such as cattails. Both sexes work 
together in building the nest.  A nest may have anywhere 
from half a cozen to two dozen speckled eggs.  Nests with 
large numbers of eggs may have contributions from more 
than one female.  Since nests are close to the ground, they 
are often robbed by snakes and other predators. Incuba-
tion begins after the third or fourth egg is laid.  The par-
ents take turns on the nest.  The eggs hatch a few at a time 
and one parent has to look after those that have hatched 
while the other continues to incubate the rest of the 
clutch.  At night the chicks return to the nest.  During the 
day they often ride around on the backs of the parents.  
Coots can be fairly noisy making various clucking, rattling 
and grunting sounds.  The male’s voice is lower than the 
female’s.  
   Coots are about 15 inches long.  When swimming a 
Coot bobs its head up and down and appears to be entirely 
black except for a patch on each side of the short tail and a 
contrasting white beak and frontal plate.  When out of the 
water its green legs and large green toes can be seen.  
Young chicks are covered with black down and have or-
ange hair on their necks and bald heads that gives them a 
rather striking appearance. 
  Before Coots were given legal protection early in the 
twentieth century, hunters killed them by the millions.  Be-
ing much easier to approach, they were killed in far greater 
numbers than ducks despite the fact that they are much 
smaller than any duck.  Nevertheless, they never became 
rare or endangered since the reproduce quite successfully.  
The are probably now our most abundant water bird. 
   American Coots (Fulica Americana) belong to the Rail 
Family (Rallidae) which has 134 species assigned to 34 dif-
ferent genera.  Common English species names for mem-
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Bird of the Month   Coots    by Dr. David Eiler 
 
  American Coots can be 
seen throughout much of 
North America during at 
least some months of the 
year. According to field 
guide maps their nesting 
range extends as far 
north as southern Que-
bec and Ontario, Central 
Manitoba, all of Alberta, 
and on west and north 
through much of British 
Columbia and the Yukon, 
as far as southern Alaska, 
and south in the United 
States through the Great 
Lakes states and in the 
East, and all of the  
United States west of the 

Mississippi and south 
through much of Mexico.  
Their wintering range 
includes most of the 
United States except the 
northern Great Plains, 
varying somewhat de-
pending on how far north 
lakes and ponds remain 
open, and extends south 
through the Caribbean, 
Mexico, Central America, 
Columbia, and on south 
as far as northern Ecua-
dor.  Coots are present 
throughout the year in 
Northern Indiana, and 
may be abundant during 
migration in March and 

April and October and 
November.  A few may 
stay for the entire winter 
if there is open water.  
Most nesting records in 
Indiana are from the 
northern third of the 
state. 
   Coots are found on 
lakes and ponds, often 
along with ducks.  Flocks 
range in size from just a 
few birds to as many as 
several thousand.  People 
unfamiliar with birds 
sometimes think that 
Coots are small ducks, 
when in fact they belong 
Continued on Page 7     
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Coming events 
December 2003 

CHRISTMAS DINNER, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9th, at 6:00PM - Meal followed by Slide and Picture Fest  
at the BLUE LION COFFEE HOUSE in PIERCETON.  

The Blue Lion is on the south side of Market Street directly behind the James Townsend & Son building, 
one block west of SR-13. Proprietor Dave Taylor will set up a buffet with two quiches per person along with 
soups, relishes, desserts, and a choice of coffee, tea, or lemonade. Reservations are required, and must 
be made by Friday evening, December 5th. To make reservations contact Wilson Lutz by e-mail at 
mwlutz@kconline.com, or by phone at 260-982-6754. Please give the name of the person making the reser-
vations and the number of reservations needed. The cost for the meal is $12.60 per person including gratui-
ties. Meals must be paid for unless reservations are canceled by Monday noon, December 8th. Payment may 
be made that evening.  

Members and guests are invited to bring their best slides, prints, sketches, or paintings of 2003 to display. 
Or just come to see what others have brought. A projector and screen for showing slides will be provided.  
 
CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT, SATURDAY, JANUARY 3rd, DAWN TILL DUSK - Northeastern Kosciusko County.  

Teams of two or three people will be assigned to designated areas of the 15-mile count circle. Each team 
will have a car with at least one experienced birder to serve as leader and to ensure that identifications are 
accurate. Each team will also have a recorder, who need not be an experienced birder, to record the numbers 
of every species seen when each flock of birds is counted. Both experienced and inexperienced birders are 
needed to help with the count. Names of participants are needed by Friday, December 19th.  

To join the count contact Dave Eiler at 260-982-2726, by e-mail at dleiler@earthlink.net, or send him a 
note to 301 Hickory Lane, North Manchester, IN 46962. Or contact Lila O’Connell at 574-269-5491, by e-mail 
at lilao@kconline.com, or note to 106 West Wayne Street, Pierceton, IN 46562.  

Participants are asked to meet at 6:30AM for breakfast at Richards Restaurant located on the east side of 
Warsaw on US-30 just west of McDonalds. At that time each team will receive a packet of material with in-
structions, map, and forms for recording data. Teams will spend the day counting birds in their assigned ar-
eas, taking breaks as needed. Team leaders are asked to collect a $5 fee from each team member that must 
be sent to National Audubon to help pay the costs of publishing the results of all 2003 Christmas bird counts.  

The count will conclude with a supper and count compilation, starting a 5:00, at the home of Parks & 
Paula Adams, on the northeast corner of 3rd and Market Streets. Each team leader should bring all count 
forms and fill them out ready to turn in. Other count participants are welcome. 

Regular Tippecanoe Audubon Society (TAS) Events: 
   MONTHLY BOARD MEETING on 2sd Tuesday at 7:15PM except December. TAS members are welcome.  
   MONTHLY PROGRAM MEETING on 4th Tuesday at 7:30PM except December when Christmas Dinner.  
   Board and Program Meetings are held at the Blue Lion Coffee House in Pierceton, Indiana. 
   MONTHLY FIELD TRIPS, the time and place to be announced. Everyone is Welcome. 

“The sunsets, when the trees stood hushed awaiting their good-night blessing. Divine, enduring, unwastable 
wealth.” —- John Muir 

“If you’ve seen one redwood, you’ve seen them all.”       RONALD REAGAN 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
Paul Steffen, President 
Phone: 574-658-4504 

E-mail: ecoexpo@mchsi.com 
 

Tippecanoe Audubon Web Site 
www.tippeaudubon.org 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

 The Tippecanoe Audubon Society supports conservation and 
environmental education to promote appreciation, understanding, 
and preservation of birds, other wildlife, and diverse ecosystems for 
present and future generations. 

Thank you, Jim Townsend 
Paul E. Steffen, President 

 As of the November issue, Jim Townsend has retired as editor of Tippe-Topics, a task he generously 
took over a year ago when David Eiler retired from the position. It was a demanding job but only one of many 
that Jim has assumed on behalf of TAS over the years. 
 Jim is a charter member of TAS, and he has been active for the past 29 years. He has served the 
chapter in a variety of capacities, including 2 years as president. He and his wife Suzy have hosted many 
meetings and other activities at their home over the years.  As president, Jim drove many, many miles to in-
troduce elementary schools to the “Audubon Adventures”, an environmental education program, which is pub-
lished by the National Audubon Society.  That year TAS funded “Audubon Adventures” in more than 50 
schools, thanks to Jim’s time, energy and salesmanship.  
 In addition to the above, Jim has been membership chair for TAS for several years; keeping track of 
all memberships and printing upwards of 400 mailing labels for the newsletter each month. 
 Finally, in the past year, as editor of Tippe-Topics, Jim  spent many tireless (and some tiresome) 
hours, gathering all of the material for the newsletter, making sure that the it was published on time each 
month and included all the important information. That task  takes dedication, skill and perseverance. We ex-
tend to you, Jim Townsend, a hearty and heartfelt thank-you for the many roles you have played in the 
success of the Tippecanoe Audubon Society.  

Welcome Our New Editor!   
 By Paul E. Steffen  President 

   We are delighted to announce the appointment 
of our new Tippe-Topics editor!   
   Dr. Parks Adams of N. Manchester has accepted 
the position of editor of our newsletter. Parks brings 
to the job a strong interest in birding, conservation,   
environmental quality and “environmental justice”.       
He is truly a man with a global view of life on earth, 
and has traveled widely, just recently back from 
Turkey.     

     
  (This poem is dedicated  to the older  and wiser     
among our Society members. –Ed.)  
 
      The Old Crow  by John Chardy 
 
      The old crow is getting slow. 
      The young crow is not. 
      Of what the young crow doesn’t know 
      The old crow knows a lot. 
 
      At knowing things the old crow 
      Is still the young crow’s master. 
      What does the slow old crow not know? 
      How to fly faster. 
 
      The young crow flies above, beneath, 
      And rings around the slow old crow. 
      What does the fast young crow not know? 
      Where to go. 

Busy at the Bath 
    Late on the afternoon of November 5, Wilson Lutz 
observed four bluebirds and one cardinal, all male, bath-
ing simultaneously in his backyard bird bath.  A little 
while later an additional two bluebirds and a white 
crowned sparrow were similarly engaged. The principal 
attraction was a nearby hawthorn loaded with red ber-
ries.  After gorging on berries,  the birds evidently de-
cided that it was time to tidy up.    
   Still later, the same hawthorn was visited by a flock of 
twelve cedar waxwings.     

(Wilson Lutz lives in North Manchester. -Ed.) 
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JOIN TIPPECANOE AUDUBON NOW!  — 3 OPTIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 
1) Join Tippecanoe Audubon Society as “Friends of Tippecanoe” and have all your dues stay  here in our 

local area. Dues are  $25/yr. and 100% tax-deductible since we are a 501(c)3 educational organization. 
2) Join National Audubon Society with automatic membership in the local chapter plus the beautiful Audubon 

quarterly magazine. Dues are $35/yr. with only $4.50 returning to the local chapter, and because of the 
magazine only $31 of the $35 is tax-deductible. 

3) Join “Friends of Tippecanoe” & National Audubon Society for $25 + $35 = $60/yr. Of that, $29.50 stays in 
our local area, and $56 is tax-deductible.  

Name ________________________________________ 
 
Address ______________________________________ 
 
City, State, ZIP ________________________________ 
 
Phone ________________________________________ 
 
E-mail address _________________________________ 

(e-mail will use only for occasional notices of events.) 

 
 

Send to: 
Tippecanoe Audubon Society 

c/o Wilson Lutz, Membership Chair 
806 Second Street Ext. 

North Manchester, IN 46962  
 
 

Yes — Sign me up as an Audubon member according to the circled option above. 
 Checks for any membership option should be made out to: TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY. 

Belted Kingfisher: Bird of the Month   Continued from page 4. 
Belted Kingfishers have a breeding range that extends across North America from southeastern Alaska east across 

Canada to the Atlantic and south across the United States to the Gulf Coast and west to northern California.  In winter 
they move south as necessary depending upon when surface waters freeze.  Some may go as far as the islands of the 
Caribbean and Central America and move back north in late April and early May.  I have seen Belted Kingfishers every 
month of the year here in northeastern Indiana during mild winters when surface waters remain open.   

Belted Kingfishers belong to the Kingfisher Family, Alcedinidae, that includes 93 species world wide, divided among 
18 genera.  Only six Kingfisher species occur in the Western Hemisphere.  Besides the Belted Kingfisher, Ceryle alcyon, 
two other Kingfisher species occur in the United States.  The Ringed Kingfisher, Ceryle torquata, is larger than the 
Belted Kingfisher but very similar in appearance and behavior.  It occurs along the lower Rio Grande and south to the 
southern tip of South America.  The much smaller Green Kingfisher, Chloroceryle americana, ranges from central Texas 
south as far as northern Chile and Argentina.   
     In the Eastern Hemisphere, the most wide-ranging species is the little Common Kingfisher, Alcedo atthis, that ranges 
from the British Isles eastward across southern Europe and southern Asia to Indonesia.  Most members of the family go 
by the name Kingfisher.  But in Australia and Indonesia there are five species that go by the name Kookabura, including 
the Laughing Kookaburra, Dacelo novaeguineae, that gets its name from its loud raucous song that sounds a little bit like 
human laughter.   

Deer hunters urged to donate venison to food banks 
   Venison is an abundant natural resource in Indiana. Hoosier deer hunters put around 6 million pounds of venison on 
the table each year.  DNR officials are urging hunters to share their harvest with food banks around the state through the 
Sportsmen Against Hunger program. 
   "High protein, low fat foods such as venison are desperately needed by organizations that provide for the homeless 
and hungry," said Jon Marshall, public affairs chief for the DNR Division of Fish and Wildlife. 
   Sportsmen Against Hunger is meeting that need by organizing distribution of venison to the areas where it's needed 
most. To ensure the highest health standards, all venison donated through  the program must be commercially ground 
and wrapped.  Donors are asked to cover the cost of processing. 
   Sportsmen Against Hunger is organized by the Central Indiana Chapter of Safari Club International (SCI). For more 
information call (317) 638-5360 or (317) 281-6895 or http://www.IN.gov/dnr/fishwild/huntguide1/hunger.htm 

(Sometimes I appreciate that there are hunters; especially in this instance. Congratulations. –Ed.) 
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BELTED KINGFISHER: BIRD OF THE MONTH 
By David L. Eiler 

The only place you can expect to see a Belted Kingfisher is along a stream, pond, lake, or seacoast, where it makes 
a living by catching small fish.  You may first become aware that one is nearby when you hear its loud raucous call as it 
flies or hovers over the water.  Its method of catching fish is quite different from that of an Osprey or Bald Eagle, both of 
which catch fish with their talons.  It is also different from the fishing method of a Black Skimmer that flies across the sur-
face of the water with its longer lower mandible plowing the water and snapping its beak to catch whatever fish it en-
counters.  When looking for prey, it perches on a snag or tree limb by the water.  From there it watches for fish near the 
surface or flies  over the water to hover and watch for fish.  When it sees a fish, it dives straight down into the water and 
emerges shaking its wings as it carries the fish in its beak back to its perch.  There it beats the fish to death before swal-
lowing it head first.  Besides fish, Belted Kingfishers eat tadpoles, crayfish, small lizards, salamanders, large insects, and 
even berries.  

Belted Kingfishers are distinctive in appearance and can hardly be confused with any other Indiana bird.  They are a 
little over a foot long, about the same length as a Mourning Dove, and have a bushy crest that is nearly always held 
erect.  They also have long sharp black beaks well adapted for seizing and manipulating fish and other items of prey.  
The head, back, wings, tail, and a band across the chest, are dark blue, contrasting with a white belly and white band 
around the neck.  The female has a reddish-brown band across her belly that distinguishes her from the male.   

A Belted Kingfisher pair makes a nest at the end of a tunnel excavated in the side of a sandy or gravelly dirt bank or 
bluff near water.  Both sexes take turns excavating, loosening the soil with their beaks and pushing it out behind them 
with their feet.  The entrance to the tunnel is usually two or three feet below the top of the bank, and the tunnel itself is 
three or four inches in diameter and nearly circular.  The tunnel usually extends straight into the bank from three to six 
feet, but sometimes as much as ten feet. At the inner end of the tunnel a dome-shaped nest chamber about a foot in di-
ameter horizontally and six or seven inches high is excavated.  They may have to work as long as two or three weeks to 
complete the excavation, depending on how hard the soil is. When the excavation is finished the female lays six to eight 
pure white eggs, and the parents take turns incubating them.  The eggs hatch in a little over three weeks.  The parents 
take turns entering the burrow to feed the nestlings by regurgitating food into their mouths.  The young fledge three to 
four weeks after hatching.  The parents then drop fish near the burrow for the young to retrieve until they learn to fish 
and catch other food items for themselves. The same burrow may be used year after year.        Continue on page 3. 
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