
OctOber & NOvember 2015 Volume 41, Number V

N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  T I P P E C A N O E  A U D U B O N  S O C I E T Y

Cass, Fulton, Kosciusko, Marshall,  
Miami, Noble, Wabash, Whitley Counties, Indiana

TOPICS
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The 72-acre Hathaway Preserve, owned 
by the ACRES Land Trust, provides great 
fall scenery and a look at late migrants and 
fall residents.  The gorge at Hathaway is an 
amazing contrast to the rolling terrain that 
surrounds it in central Wabash County.  
The 70-foot deep gorge was cut following 
drainage from the ancestor of Lake Erie 
following the last glaciation.

To reach the preserve, start at the 
intersection of US 24 and SR 524, which is 
between Wabash and Huntington and just 

north of Lagro.  Proceed south to Lagro, and 
continue south on SR 524 through town 
and around some  sharp turns.  About 1.5 
miles south of Lagro, turn west (right) on 
Baumbauer Road.  Follow Baumbauer about 
2 miles to the parking lot on the right just 
after Durnbaugh Road joins Baumbauer 
and just after a creek crossing.  For a locator 
map see http://ow.ly/C2ry6 or http://ow.ly/
C2rtR. Be ready for some ups and downs in 
the trail.  Bring your binoculars and favorite 
bird ID guide.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24, 9:30 AM
HATHAWAY NATURE PRESERVE AT ROSS RUN (WABASH CO.)

HATHAWAY @ R.R.FIELD
TRIP



John James Audubon was one of the 
first naturalists to illustrate birds as they 
appeared in nature, and in life size. Re-
enactor John Burkett portrays the well-
known artist, bringing to life this unique 
individual whose talents mesmerized 
the world of science and art, and giving 
insight into his life, both successes and 
failures. Karen Burkett accompanies him 

as Audubon’s wife, Lucy, devoted partner 
and supporter of his true lifelong dream. 
John and Karen Burkett come to us from 
Greenville, Ohio. They are very active 
historical re-enactors, travelling around 
the country to historical fairs, workshops, 
and living history events. In 2013, they 
received the Darke County (Ohio) 
Historical Society’s Heritage Award.

THE GHOST AND 
MRS. AUDUBON

ANNUAL DINNER

A FIRST-PERSON NARRATIVE OF THE LIFE AND 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF JOHN JAMES AND LUCY AUDUBON 
PORTRAYED BY JOHN AND KAREN BURKETT.



TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 6:00 PM
MANCHESTER UNIVERSITY JYS CENTER, HOFF ROOM

ANNUAL DINNER
COST OF DINNER IS $19

THE MENU INCLUDES: 
Lemon rosemary chicken

Ravioli
Au Gratin potatoes

Fresh Roma vegetables
Salad 
Bread

Fruits of the forest pie
Beverage Service (Coffee, Hot Tea, Iced Tea and Water)

If you would like to attend the program but, do not wish to join us for dinner, please 
arrive at 7:00 p.m. There is no charge if you only attend the program. 

RESERVATIONS 
MUST BE MADE BY 
Contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu to reserve your spot.

NOV. 3RD

HOSTED BY THE TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY



BLACKBIRDS

BY CASEY JONES

If you've ventured out into the woods 
lately, chances are that you've heard the 
buzzing and rattling from hoards of 
blackbirds. While this commotion can 
make it difficult to think, I think we can 
all agree that the buzzing of blackbirds is 
preferable to the buzzing of mosquitoes!

So, what's the buzz all about? Well, 
as you may well know, there are several 
different kinds of 'black' birds that can be 
found in Northern Indiana. There are the 
red-winged and yellow-headed varieties; 
some have yellow eyes, some have brown 
eyes, some have brown heads; yellow bills, 

black bills; there are blackbirds with orange 
bits and there are blackbirds with white bits; 
some have yellow necks and some are crows. 

So, whilst coloration may be comparable 
for all these aforementioned varieties, there 
are far more differences within this group. 
For that reason, this article will focus on 
those birds of a black feather that actually 
flock together.

The bird illustrated above is a Common 
Grackle (Quiscalus quiscula) — also 
referenced in the second paragraph as 
'yellow eyes'. This is one species that will 
flock together with other blackbirds in the 
fall. Its common cohorts include: Red-
winged Blackbirds (Agelaius phoeniceus), 



NEW NATIONAL MEMBERS:
Jere Humphrey Plymouth

NEW FRIENDS OF TIPPE

Joyce Cumberland North Manchester
Gregory W. Clark North Manchester

Brown-headed Cowbirds (Molothrus ater) 
and European Starlings (Sturnus vulgaris) 

Chances are that you're already familiar 
with the vocalizations of many of these 
common species. Individually, most of 
these species have a buzzy, mechanical, 
rattly quality to their songs and calls and 
when they gather in droves, perched in the 
treetops, it can be difficult to differentiate 
between them!

Red-winged Blackbirds may be the 
easiest song to pick out, though. While 
their song is more-often associated with 
the arrival of spring, their fall song can 
be thought of as an annual farewell to 
extended daylight hours and the welcoming 
of sweater season. 

Brown-headed Cowbirds are nest 
parasites and will lay their eggs in the nests 
of other species, relying on a host to raise 
their brood. Cowbird populations have 
increased due to habitat fragmentation and 
its resulting effect of increased edge habitat 
— as it's presumably easier to target their 
host species' nest.

The non-native European Starling has 
acclimated well to our North American 

landscape in the last hundred, or so, years. 
Not only does it thrive — at nuisance levels 
— in urban landscapes but, this cavity-
nester will also aggressively out-compete 
native species for nest sites. 

I wonder why any other bird species 
would tolerate fraternizing with such 
rude company?! Well, I suspect that 
these differences, if even realized, are 
set aside when it comes time for fall 
flocks to form. These blackbirds rely on 
their collective 'strength in numbers', a 
common behavior that occurs in many 
different biological communities (think 
schools of fish). It'd be far more daunting, 
as a predator, to try and pick off your 
next meal from a group of thousands. 
Whereas a Cooper's Hawk (Accipiter 
cooperii) would likely have much more 
luck separating a lone and disadvantaged 
starling from a mere dozen. 

The individual songs and calls of 
blackbirds may be indiscernible when 
the sound comes from such raucous 
flocks, but their message is clear; 'we have 
numbers on our side!' 

TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY on the web

acebook.com/tippecanoeaudubonsocietytippeaudubon.org



Eagle Marsh, on the west side of Fort Wayne, is a reconstructed wetland of over 
700 acres. It is a former glacial spillway owned by the Little River Wetlands Project. 
The ponds and marshes within this preserve are stopovers for water birds. We will 
look for ducks, grebes and other migrants at an opportune time in the migration 
season. For more information on the site and the Little River group see http://lrwp.
org/eaglemarsh.php.

Access to Eagle Marsh is from West Jefferson Blvd., about ¼ mile east of the 
intersection of US-24 and I-69. Turn south onto Olde Canal Place opposite the 
entrance to Lutheran Hospital. Olde Canal winds back about ½ mile to the Boy 
Scout Office and parking lot for the preserve. The area is open and can be quite wet 
underfoot; dress appropriately.

EAGLE MARSH
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 9:30 AM
EAGLE MARSH WETLAND PRESERVE (FORT WAYNE)

For more information, please contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu



Al Crist, President
al@lakelandnursery.com

BY AL CRIST

One of the prerogatives of being 
the President of Tippecanoe Audubon 
Society is to issue official proclamations. 
Actually, that's not true. I just made it 
up, but who's going to object? Therefore, 
I hereby declare October to officially 
be “Visit a TAS Preserve” month. The 
weather is usually beautiful in October, 
in fact it's my favorite month. Fall color 
reaches its peak in October. You've 
probably been thinking that you just 
haven't gotten out enough to experience 
nature lately. So, why don't you visit one 
(or more) of our three TAS preserves, 
all located in NE Wabash County near 
Liberty Mills, IN?

Herbert L. Taylor Nature Preserve 
is a fantastic 11 acre preserve located 
adjacent to the Eel River, comprised of 
both upland and flood plains along the 
river. It's a fairly mature forest with 
excellent wildflower displays in spring 
and is a good site for spring and fall 
warblers. It has a well marked trail system 
that extends for nearly a half mile along 
the river. Entry to the preserve is at the 
intersection of CR 400E and CR 1500N, 
about a mile NE of Liberty Mills. Follow 
the signs to the parking area.

As the name implies, the 22 acre 
Flory-Gemmer Woods Preserve is 
mostly woodland but there are also areas 
of old field and wetlands. Overall this 
woodlot is definitely more immature 
than at Taylor, with trees considerably 
smaller. However, there are a few huge 

trees that you don't want to miss. Look 
for the big Shingle Oak, and an Ironwood 
that could only be classified as a giant, 
next to the trail that runs along the south 
side of the preserve. The Ironwood is 
easily the largest one I have ever seen. 
There are also a few scattered oaks that 
are impressively large. If you follow the 
main trail west until it ends at the far end 
of the preserve, you will see the biggest 
Sugar Maple you have ever seen; a truly 
impressive tree! I even measured this tree 
up to see if it would qualify as the state 
champion Sugar Maple but it didn't quite 
make it. You'll see the sign and entrance 
to the preserve along CR 500E, between 
CR 1400N and CR 1500N. 

After you visit the Woods Preserve, 
drive around the corner to the Flory-
Gemmer Marsh Preserve, just west of 
Kindy's Organic Vegetable Farm on CR 
1400N. You've read about the marsh, and 
our restoration efforts, numerous times 
in Tippe Topics so you might want to see 
it in person. You may have donated to the 
restoration and would like to see where 
your money went! This time of year there 
is still some nice bloom and you never 
know what birds you might see. 

After visiting, if you get the chance, shoot 
me an e-mail (al@lakelandnursery.com) 
and let me know what you saw and your 
impression of our three preserves. 

PRESIDENT'S CORNER
OFFICIAL “VISIT A TAS PRESERVE” MONTH 

acebook.com/tippecanoeaudubonsocietytippeaudubon.org
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