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N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  T I P P E C A N O E  A U D U B O N  S O C I E T Y

Cass, Fulton, Kosciusko, Marshall,  
Miami, Noble, Wabash, Whitley Counties, Indiana

TOPICS

SUNDAY, JULY 26, 12:00 NOON
A S H E R W O O D  N A T U R E  P R E S E R V E

We will provide tableware, meat and drinks. Please bring a dish to share. A hike will 
follow lunch. Directions: From Wabash take SR 13 south to SR 124 and turn right (west). 
Travel 5.4 miles to the nature preserve on the right. Address is 7496 W. SR 124, Wabash, IN 
46992.



G L E N N W O O D 
SUNDAY, JUNE 7, 7:00 AM
GLENNWOOD NATURE PRESERVE (DIRECTIONS BELOW)

Glennwood contains a circumneutral 
bog (with a neutral pH near 7.0), one 
of only 15 in Indiana. The bog once was 
a lake, but it is now nearly filled with a 
springy mat of mosses, ferns and sedges 
resting on a bed of peat. Poison sumac, pin 
oak, willow and red maple surround the 
bog area. In the forest around the bog grow 

Canadian mayflower, shiny club moss and 
sarsaparilla, as well as cinnamon, crested 
shield and royal ferns.

From Etna Green take US 30 east 3.75 
miles to 700 W and turn left (north). Travel 
4.2 miles to its end at 650 N. The property 
is straight ahead on the north side of 650 
N. Bring binoculars and a field guide.

For more information, please contact Casey Jones at (260) 637-2273 or cjones@acreslandtrust.org

FIELD
TRIP

SUPPORT TAS
There are many ways to support our organization. If you are receiving 
this newsletter by mail, you are likely already a national member 
of the Audubon Society or you are a friend of Tippecanoe Audubon 
Society (TAS). We would like to sincerely thank you for your 
continued support. We invite your participation at our bi-monthly 
board meetings in addition to our programs and monthly field trips. 
Please e-mail bcjones@tippeaudubon.org for more details.

NEW NATIONAL MEMBERS:
Nathan Myers South Whitley
Mary Jane Magee Columbia City
Kevin & Jere Michel Columbia City
Doris Studebaker South Whitley
Dianne Wion North Manchester
Donna Renie Rochester

NEW FRIENDS OF TIPPE

Gary Hogle 
North Manchester



For more information, please contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu

PIGEON RIVER
SATURDAY, JUNE 20, 10:00 AM
PIGEON RIVER FISH & WILDLIFE AREA (DIRECTIONS BELOW)

We will visit fens and other natural 
areas at Pigeon River in LaGrange County. 
Fens are wetlands that receive alkaline 
groundwater flow, and therefore differ from 
bogs, which are more acidic because the 
water is supplied from precipitation. These 
fens has populations of several species of 
orchids, carnivorous plants, and other 
unusual plants. We will check wetlands 
and fields for marsh birds, flycatchers 
and Sandhill cranes. For maps and more 
information on the site, see http://www.
in.gov/dnr/fishwild/3086.htm.

We will meet at the Pigeon River 
Fish and Wildlife Area office. The 
address is 8310 E. 300 N., Mongo 
(or Howe in some sources), Indiana. 
From the town of Mongo, on SR 3 in 
LaGrange County, travel east about 1/2 
mile on CR 300N to the headquarters 
area (restrooms and picnic area nearby). 
Since we will be walking in wet areas, 
wear high boots or footwear that can get 
wet and dirty. Bringing insect repellent 
would not be a bad idea.

FIELD
TRIP

TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY on the web

acebook.com/tippecanoeaudubonsocietytippeaudubon.org

Stockbridge Audubon Society Events
Stockbridge Audubon, based in Fort Wayne, has a very active group of serious 
birders. Their fireld trips, conducted most weekends, are open to the public. For 
further information, go to stockbridgeaudubon.org or contact Jim Haw by phone 
(260) 485-7802 or e-mail Jhawillet@aol.com

Sunday, July 12: Trine State Recreation Area.  Meet at 8:00 a.m. at the Visitor's 
Center (on the lake next to the boat docks) at Trine State Recreation Area (across 
from Pokagon State Park). Picnic lunch will be provided. Return around 1:00 p.m.  
Leaders: Alex Forsythe (indy.bird.luvr@gmail.com) and Terri Gorney

Tuesday, August 11, 6:30 p.m: Movie night at Fox Island: "Lost Bird Project"



COMMON YELLOWTHROAT

BY AL CRIST

I was so happy to see Common 
Yellowthroats on our recent field trip 
to Tippecanoe Audubon's ongoing 
restoration at Flory-Gemmer Marsh. 
What a great little bird this is: colorful, an 
excellent vocalist, and unlike other Warbler 
species, easily observed.

Common Yellowthroat (Geothlypis 
trichas) is one of the most common and 
widespread Warblers in North America. 
It's breeding range spans the continent, 
absent only in northern Canada, most of 
Alaska, and drier parts of the American 
Southwest. It overwinters in the southern 
U.S., Mexico, the Caribbean, Central 
America, and northern South America. 

Spring migrants usually reach southern 
Indiana by mid-April and northern Indiana 
by early-May. Fall migration is drawn out, 
with some birds leaving as early as early 
August, and with most birds gone by the 
end of November. However, individuals 
have occasionally been recorded on various 
Christmas Bird Counts in Indiana.

The male is distinctively marked and 
would be hard to confuse with any other 
bird. Its back and tail are olive-green and 
the undersides are mostly yellow with its 
upper chest and throat an especially bright 
lemon-yellow. Its most memorable feature 
is the bold black mask worn by male birds, 
giving it one of its nicknames, “bandit 
bird”. Females and immature birds are 



COMMON YELLOWTHROAT
similarly colored, but somewhat drabber 
and lacking the male's black mask.

Yellowthroats are most often seen and 
heard near wet areas. This is not a bird you'll 
be likely to see in residential areas. You'll 
need to search out a grassy or shrubby 
habitat near a marsh, swamp, or along 
a stream and if it's in May, June or July 
you'll probably be rewarded. In northern 
Indiana, males are heard soon after they 
arrive back on their breeding grounds in 
May, and sing persistently until July. The 
song is as nearly distinctive as the male's 
plumage: an easily recognized, loud, and 
measured chant of “witch-a-tee, witch-a-
tee, witch-a-tee”. It seems like males rarely 
stop singing. They'll perch on the tall stem 
of a plant or shrub, sing for a minute or 
two, dive and disappear into a tangle of 
vegetation, and then shortly reappear and 
fly to a new perch to resume the song. 
Males have been observed repeating their 
song over 250 times in an hour!

In spring, males arrive in breeding areas 
before the females and begin to defend 
their chosen territory against other males, 
with the fighting becoming more intense 
when the females arrive. Eventually mates 
are selected and the males follow their 
chosen female closely until she signals she 
is ready to mate by chipping and fluttering 
her wings. This display often attracts other 
males as well and the female may not only 

copulate with her chosen mate, she may 
do the deed with other males behind her 
mate's back! Brazen hussy!!

The female selects the nest site and 
builds the nest. The nest is usually located 
close to the ground and is supported by the 
stems of herbaceous vegetation. It is built 
to be well concealed from predators and 
to shade the nest from the sun. Anywhere 
from one to six eggs may be laid, but the 
clutch size is most often four. Incubation 
is by the female only, with the male often 
bringing her food while she sits on the nest. 
Hatching occurs in approximately 12 days. 
Both parents help feed the young and they 
are able to leave the nest in about another 
12 days. They stay fairly close to the nest 
and gradually are taught to feed themselves. 
Complete independence occurs about a 
month after hatching.

Insects make up 100% of Yellowthroats 
diets. They feed primarily on the ground 
or in low vegetation but occasionally catch 
insects on the wing.

Conservation-wise, Common Yellow-
throats are relatively numerous. However, 
based on data from the American Breed-
ing Bird Survey, their population has de-
clined an average of 1% a year since the 
mid 1990's, resulting in a total population 
decline of about 33%. This is mainly attrib-
uted to habitat degradation and loss.

A group of warblers are collectively known as a "bouquet", "confusion", "fall" and a 
"wrench" of warblers.

Birds   a Feather



Al Crist, President
al@lakelandnursery.com

PRESIDENT'S CORNER
“TWO STEPS FORWARD, ONE STEP BACK”
BY AL CRIST

Unfortunately, for our Flory-Gemmer Marsh restoration, right now we're in the one 
step back mode. We probably should have known it wasn't going to be this easy! You may 
remember from previous articles that when our restoration began, the marsh was dominated 
by two non-native and invasive plant species, Hybrid Cattail and Reed Canary Grass. I am 
quite pleased to say that we've eliminated nearly all the cattails. but the scourge that is Reed 
Canary Grass has once again reared its ugly head. 

Reed Canary is an aggressive grass that can overwhelm native species and offers little 
in value for wildlife. Our herbicide spray program was effective for cattails and did knock 
down the Reed Canary quite well at the time. Last summer it looked to be mostly under 
control, but has come back quite strongly this year. Why? I'm not really sure. This summer, 
TAS will be looking to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for help in figuring out a solution. 
We've spent the last year and a half seeding and planting the marsh with native species so 
we need to come up with a plan that protects our native plants while reducing the amount of 
Reed Canary. I have some ideas, and hopefully Fish and Wildlife, with their vast experience, 
has some as well. I'll keep you posted. 

How about the two (or more) steps forward? Most of our seeded and planted native 
species are beginning to take hold. Will they eventually be able to out-compete Reed 
Canary? It's a possibility, but we'd like to help them along with a yet-to-be-determined 
program of Reed Canary suppression. 

The drier areas of the marsh that were planted to mesic prairie are doing quite well with a 
lot of plant diversity. The wettest areas of the marsh have a minimal amount of Reed Canary 
and the Hybrid Cattails have been nearly eliminated. In both areas we're seeing a number of 
native volunteer species that have seeded in on their own. It's the “marsh edge” areas where 
we have the biggest problem. We're seeing quite a few different bird species, more than ever 
before. Here's a list of the birds we saw on our May 23rd field trip to the marsh; Robin, 
Red-winged Blackbird, Common Grackle, Tree Swallow, Barn Swallow, Song Sparrow, 
Savannah Sparrow, Brown Thrasher, Ring-necked 
Pheasant, Orchard Oriole, Common Yellowthroat, 
Wilson's Warbler, Mourning Dove, Killdeer, and a 
possible sighting of Waterthrush (not sure which one). 
Several weeks previous, when water levels 
were higher, we were seeing an assortment 
of ducks and shore birds including at least 
half a dozen Wilson's Snipe.

TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY on the web

acebook.com/tippecanoeaudubonsocietytippeaudubon.org



RENEW YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP.
THE ADDRESS FIELD ON THE BACK OF YOUR NEWSLETTER 
NOTES WHEN YOUR MEMBERSHIP EXPIRES. 

Prothonotary Warbler. Photo: Donald Wuori/Audubon Photography Awards
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