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The 39th TAS Christmas Bird 
Count (115th national count) was held 
on December 27, 2014.  Participants 
were  Al Crist, Beth Deimling, Steve 
Doud, Alex Forsythe, Dave Hicks, Deb 
Hustin, Lana Jarrett, Casey Jones, John 
Kendall, Arlene Kindy, Stan Moore, 
Don Musselman, Lila O’Connell, 
Dan Pickett, Connie Pickett, Jennifer 
Saxinger and Jim Townsend.

The weather was relatively warm 
(40°F average for the day vs. a long 
term average of 24°F for the date), 
and all streams and lakes had open 
water, making for a relatively low 
number of waterfowl observed.  The 
total number of species seen was 59 
(plus one hybrid), and  of individuals 
6474.  Despite the rather unfavorable 
weather, the species count was close to 
our long term average of 58.  Some 
unusual species were seen, such as 
Horned Grebe, American Wigeon, 
Ring-necked Pheasant, Wild Turkey, 
and Sandhill Crane.  Counts of a few 
species were unusual, such as record 
high numbers of Brown Creeper and 
a low number of American Goldfinch.

3 9 T H  A N N U A L 
C H R I S T M A S 
B I R D  C O U N T

Canada Goose 986
Mute Swan 108
Gadwall 12
American Wigeon 1
Mallard 391
Mallard hybrid 6
Canvasback 18
Redhead 11
Ring-necked Duck 12
Lesser Scaup 65
Bufflehead 82
Common Goldeneye 77
Hooded Merganser 59
Ruddy Duck 8
Ring-necked Pheasant 1
Wild Turkey 76
Pied-billed Grebe 4
Horned Grebe  3
Great Blue Heron 3
Cooper's Hawk 3
Red-tailed Hawk 14
American Kestrel 10
American Coot 1336
Sandhill Crane 3
Ring-billed Gull 164
Herring Gull  10
Rock Dove 115
Mourning Dove 207
Eastern Screech Owl 2
Barred Owl 2

RESULTS



Belted Kingfisher 4
Red-headed Woodpecker 2
Red-bellied Woodpecker 29
Downy Woodpecker 37
Hairy Woodpecker 7
Northern Flicker 9
Pileated Woodpecker 3
Blue Jay 62
American Crow 113
Horned Lark 111
Black-capped Chickadee 57
Tufted Titmouse 35
White-breasted Nuthatch 51
Brown Creeper 25
Carolina Wren 7
Golden-Crowned Kinglet 3
Eastern Bluebird 36
American Robin 3
European Starling 1020
Cedar Waxwing 12
American Tree Sparrow 185
Song Sparrow 5
Swamp Sparrow 4
White-crowned Sparrow 1
Dark-Eyed Junco 109
Northern Cardinal 84
Brown-headed Cowbird 8
House Finch 41
American Goldfinch 23
House Sparrow 599

RESULTS
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FLORY-
GEMMER 
MARSH

JOIN US FOR OUR FINAL 
ROUND OF PLUG PLANTING 
AT THE MARSH. 

WE HAD A LOT OF FUN LAST 
TIME!



F-G WOODS
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 9:00 AM
FLORY-GEMMER WOODS NATURE PRESERVE (LIBERTY MILLS)

We will visit Tippecanoe Audubon 
Society's Flory-Gemmer Woods 
Preserve, which has a nice mix of older 
forest, young forest and open fields. The 
varied environment provides habitat for 
a diversity of birds, plants and other 
wildlife. If time permits, we will also 
visit our other sanctuaries in the area. 
Bring binoculars.

The preserve is east of Liberty 
Mills. From SR 13, just north of North 
Manchester, turn east at the sign for 
Liberty Mills. Follow the county road 
through town and continue on CR 
1425N (becomes 1400N) for about 1½ 
miles. Turn left (north) at CR 500E and 
look for the parking area on the left in 
about ½ mile.

For more information, please contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu

Save the Date
Tuesday

19
5:30 pm

MAY

FIELD
TRIP

Join us for this exciting program about the characteristics and features of wetlands, in general, 
as well as an overview of the progress that we have made restoring the Flory-Gemmer Marsh.

We will take a field trip on the following Saturday, May 23rd, to visit the marsh and see the 
results in person. We've reason to celebrate how far we've come and we will discuss the current 
state and what's left to be done. 

JYS Center Hoff Room

WETLANDS
AND THE FLORY-GEMMER MARSH

PRESENTED BY DAVE HICKS



Al Crist, President
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THE WINTER BLAHS
BY AL CRIST

Do you have a case of the winter blahs? 
Does February seem like that 12 week period 
between January and March? If you answered 
“yes” and “yes” then you definitely need to give 
the Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) 
a try. From Friday, February 13th through 
Monday the 16th, birders around the world 
will count bird species numbers and report 
their sightings to BirdCount.org.

GBBC is sponsored jointly by the 
National Audubon Society, the Cornell Lab 
of Ornithology, and Bird Studies Canada. 
Last year, birders in 135 countries submitted 
over 144,000 checklists. Participating is a heck 
of a lot of fun and the data obtained by the 
count is incredibly useful to scientists. You can 
count birds all day for all four days, or count 
as little as 15 minutes on one day, or anything 
in between – your choice! I usually count 
from our kitchen window, mainly watching 

the area around our four feeders but you can 
count anywhere – parks, wildlife preserves, 
anywhere! You can count from one spot or 

while taking a hike. You can submit 
multiple reports for different locations 
and different times of the day.

Scientists use the data compiled by 
the GBBC, along with that from other 
citizen-science projects such as the 
Audubon Christmas Bird count and 
e-Bird, to help fill in the “big picture” 

of what is happening with bird populations. 
Population data over time is critical in 
developing wildlife conservation strategies. To 
sign up and get instructions on participating, 
go to www.BirdCount.org.

Here's something else to brighten your 
day. It may not seem possible, but spring 
migration is really just around the corner. The 
first spring migrants begin to arrive back in 
Indiana in March, just a few weeks from now. 
Many species of ducks begin to arrive then. 
Early arriving songbirds include Killdeer, 
Eastern Phoebes, Tree Swallows, Field and 
Fox Sparrows, Yellow-rumped Warblers, and 
Red-winged Blackbirds. You can usually count 
on beginning to see soaring Turkey Vultures in 
March, and Woodcocks are among the earliest 
returning birds in our area.

Happy birding!

BECOME A FRIEND OF TIPPE!

Support our local chapter 
and conservation efforts by 
becoming a "Friend of Tippe" 

NEW NATIONAL MEMBERS:
Rita Kliza Winona Lake
Mary Brane La Fontaine
Judith Short North Manchester
Dan & Donna Klingerman Bourbon
Kim Harp Syracuse
Deb Wiggins Warsaw
Joseph Steinmetz Columbia City
Robert M. Bailey Rochester



AMERICAN COOT
BY DAVE HICKS

If you focus your binoculars on the 
right local lake at the right time of year, 
you might think you’ve found some 
aberrant form of wallpaper, composed of 
a multitude of dark dots with white noses. 
But fear not, it’s only a migratory flock of 
American Coots (Fulica americana).

Coots are easily identified by their rotund 
shape, funereal black and grey markings, 
greenish-yellow feet and red eyes. They are 
about 12” long and weigh 1-2 pounds. When 
most people think of waterfowl, they think 
of ducks and their relatives such as geese and 
swans. Coots may indeed be part of flocks that 
include ducks and their relatives, but Coots are 
not very duck-like, nor are they closely related 
to ducks. Coot beaks are pointed and flattened 
from side to side unlike those of ducks. Coot 
bills have a black tip and a dark base. The 
feet of Coots, though large and adapted for 
swimming, lack the webs that ducks have 
between their toes, but do have smaller flaps. 
Their hoarse, rough voices are not very quack-
like. Coot flight and behavior patterns seem a 
bit clumsy. To become air-borne, they patter 
over the surface of the water before achieving 
liftoff. Coots are actually more closely related 
to rails, moorhens and cranes than to ducks, 
geese and swans.

Coots are rather duck-like in their 
feeding strategy. They dive for aquatic 
vegetation and occasional animal foods. 
Large migratory flocks can consume many 
tons of plant matter if they settle into a water 
body for an extended stay. Because of their 
diving abilities, they turn up in some Native 
American lore as the source of sediments 
used to rebuild the earth after a great flood.

The breeding grounds of Coots are 
primarily in the prairie pothole region of the 
Dakotas and adjacent Canadian provinces, 
with some isolated outposts around the Great 

Salt Lake and a few other western lakes. The 
breeding range does extend into the northern 
part of Indiana, although nesting Coots are 
uncommon here.

Nests are floating bowls of interwoven 
bulrushes, cattails and other vegetation that are 
attached to rooted plants. Coots may lay large 
numbers of eggs — up to 20 in a season. Like 
Brown-headed Cowbirds, they may be brood 
parasites — in other words, females may lay 
their eggs in the nest of other birds. However, 
unlike cowbirds, parasitic Coots usually lay 
their eggs in nests of other Coots. Nest-
owning Coots are diligent about rejecting eggs 
laid by other birds, and few young develop 
from parasitism. Baby Coots are able to leave 
the nest within a few hours of hatching. They 
have a rather showy orange and black color 
pattern. Survival of Coots from year to year is 
rather high; the oldest known Coot lived to be 
more than 20 years of age.

Coots are migratory between their breeding 
areas and wintering grounds that range from 
the Midwest through the southeastern US to 
Central America, the Caribbean islands and 
South America. They are night migrators and 
typically follow behind cold fronts in the fall. 
They often follow streams and may settle in 
large feeding aggregations during the day. 



PISGAH MARSH
SATURDAY, MARCH 21, 9:00 AM
N E A R  N O R T H  W E B S T E R ,  I N D I A N A

The handicapped-accessible boardwalk 
gives a great view of the extensive wetlands 
south of Backwater Lake near North 
Webster.  This area has been a breeding site 
for Sandhill Cranes for several years, and 
they are sometimes seen here late in the 
year.  Many kinds of migrating waterfowl 
also stop here.  There is also a good look at 

a beaver dam at the end of the boardwalk.
Directions: From US 30 at Larwill, 

travel about 8 miles north on SR5 to CR 
850 and turn west (there is a sign at the 
turn).  Travel about ½ mile to the parking 
lot at the dead end.  A spotting scope will 
be provided, but if you have one, it may be 
useful to bring along.

For more information, please contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu

FIELD
TRIP

One peculiar report from the 1930’s described 
over 10,000 Coots migrating east on foot.

In our area, Coots are most common in 
the winter. They have been reported on all 
of our Christmas Counts from 1975 on, and 
on almost all May counts. However, because 
of their migration timing, they are far more 
common in the winter, with an average of over 
600 individuals reported per count (6th most 
abundant species) vs. only about 20 per count 
in May. Coots have increased significantly 
over time in our Christmas Counts. In the 
first 10 years of the count, average numbers 
were only 22 per year, but in the most recent 
10 years Coots averaged over 2,000 per count. 
In the US as a whole, their numbers have 
been stable in recent decades with a total 
population of about 3 million. However, the 
species underwent a sharp decline in the early 
1900’s due to hunting and habitat destruction.

Hunting coots currently is legal in the 
US, with over 700,000 killed per year in the 
late 1990’s. Most hunters seem to consider 
them inedible; however, the Internet contains 
a number of Coot recipes. One of these 
notes that, “I remembered a recipe that an 
old Mississippi River Rat had given me 
with the promise that it would make a coot 

absolutely delectable. I followed his recipe to 
the letter and after it was about half roasted 
my apartment stunk so bad that I took the 
coot out of the oven and dumped it outside in 
the garbage can.” Unfortunately, details of the 
recipe are not included.

The Coot genus also includes a Eurasian 
(Fulica atra) and Hawaiian species (Fulica 
alai), as well as several South American 
species. Coots belong to the Family Rallidae, 
which also includes Moorhens, Gallinules 
and Rails. This family is part of the Order 
Gruiformes, which includes Cranes and the 
Limpkin. A DNA-based study published 
this year found that this Order is most closely 
related to the Plover Order.

Finally, and perhaps hitting a little too close 
to home for some of us, why are older males 
sometimes known as coots? The connecting 
link seems to be the use of the word to refer 
to someone who is foolish (dating back to the 
1700's), perhaps describing the comparatively 
graceless flight and vocalizations of the bird. 
Another possibility is that the white facial 
shield at the base of the Coot bill resembles a 
bald head. In any case, the term “old coot” is not 
redundant, as a coot is not necessarily aged.
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