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TOPICS

Can you imagine an 
Indiana without  

White-breasted 
Nuthatches?



Based in Allen County, Indiana, Soarin' 
Hawk is dedicated to the rescue, recovery 
and release of injured and orphaned 
birds of prey. Bob Walton is a member of 
the Board of Directors and will present 
the organization's background and give 
attendees a chance to view birds close up.

Six live previously injured and non-
releaseable raptors will be brought to the 
program. These will be species that are 
native to or migrate through our area. The 
six birds will be brought out one by one 
and the life history of each species will be 
presented as well as the personal history of 
each bird. This is a great opportunity to get 

close to birds you've only seen at a distance.
Bob will explain what raptors are 

about, their importance to humans and 
their importance to the environment. 
Anatomy, physiology and behavior will 
also be discussed in a manner that can be 
understood by the average person.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 5:30 PM
MANCHESTER UNIVERSITY JYS CENTER, HOFF ROOM

ANNUAL DINNER

Cost of dinner is $19 and the menu includes: 
Herb roasted eye of round
Lasagna
Roast sweet potatoes
Green beans with tomatoes and onions
Salad 
Bread
Carrot cake
Beverage Service (Coffee, Hot Tea, Iced Tea and Water)

If you would like to 
attend the program 
but, do not wish to 
join us for dinner, 
please arrive at 
6:30 p.m. There is 
no charge if you only 
attend the program. 



President’s Corner
CLIMATE CHANGE IS #1 THREAT 
TO NORTH AMERICAN BIRDS
BY AL CRIST

Can you imagine an Indiana without 
White-breasted Nuthatches, Baltimore 
Orioles, American Kestrels, or Tree 
Swallows? On September 9th, the 
Audubon Society released the results of 
an 8-year study on the impact of global 
warming on the birds we love. Their 
conclusion: climate change is the Number 
One threat to North American birds. 
Half of the bird species in the continental 
U.S. and Canada are threatened by the 
changing climate. Many of these species 
could go extinct without decisive action 
to protect their habitats and reduce the 
severity of global warming. Many other 
species would lose significant areas of 
their current breeding ranges. “Global 
warming threatens the basic fabric of life 
on which birds — and the rest of us — 
depend, and we have to act quickly and 
decisively to avoid catastrophe for them 
and us”, said Audubon Chief Scientist 
Gary Langham, who led the study.

Langham and other Audubon 
scientists analyzed more than 40 years of 
historical North American climate data 
and millions of historical bird records 
from the Audubon Christmas Bird Count 
and the North American Breeding Bird 
Survey. By analyzing that data they were 
able to project where birds are likely to 
survive - and not survive - in the future. 
The study revealed areas that are likely to 
remain stable for birds even as the climate 
changes, enabling Audubon to identify 

“stronghold” areas that birds will need to 
survive in the future. The overall result is 
a roadmap for bird conservation in the 
coming decades in a warming climate. 
Audubon is greatly expanding its climate 
initiative, hoping to energize a larger and 
more diverse group of people in the work 
of protecting the birds we love.

Is there anything you as an individual 
can do to help protect birds? You bet! You 
can make personal choices to conserve 
energy and create backyard bird habitat. 
Put birds on your community's agenda 
by beginning a conversation with your 
neighbors, colleagues, and local leaders 
about why it's important to protect 
your community's birds. Reach even 
more people by writing a letter to your 
newspaper. Share this science with state 
wildlife agencies, city parks departments, 
and other groups that manage natural 
resources to illustrate how global warming 
imperils birds. Ask these decision makers 
how they are planning to address global 
warming. For more information on 
how to help decision makers use and 
integrate Audubon's science, e-mail 
climatescience@audubon.org. Support 
policies that lower emissions. Urge 
leaders at local, state, and national levels 
to enact policies that lower greenhouse 
gas emissions and support clean energy.

Are you interested to learn more 
about what you as an individual can do 
year-round? Receive the latest findings, 
explore climate-related volunteer 
opportunities in your area, and enlist in 
Audubon's forthcoming citizen science 
project to monitor birds and document 
how they respond to a changing climate 
by signing up at audubon.org/climate.

Al Crist, President
al@lakelandnursery.com



CHIMNEY SWIFT

BY ALEXANDRA FORSYTHE

Looking for a home blessing? 
Try this one: “Grant to this 
chimney a swallow.” If you have 
Chimney Swifts in your chimney, 
you are indeed blessed! 

These talented acrobats consume 
a tremendous number of mosquitoes, 
flies, flying ants and termites daily. 
Each Swift will eat a third of its body 
weight in these harmful insects each 
day; five nestlings can eat 12,000 
insects per day! 

Chimney Swifts are often 
called "flying cigars" due to their 
appearance. They are about 5” long, 
almost black, and have lighter, 
brownish-gray throats. Each of 
their scythe-shaped wings is the 
length of their entire body but 
appear very thin when they are 
roosting. 

Swifts are in the Apodidae family 
which means “without feet”. They 
eat and drink while in flight, never 
on the ground. They even bathe in 
flight! They glide down to the water, 
smack the surface with their body, 
then bounce up and shake the water 
off as they fly away. They fly almost 
constantly except when roosting 
overnight and nesting. They never sit 
on a perch like other birds; their long 
claws and specially designed feet 
are adapted for clinging to vertical 
surfaces, not for perching. The claws 
on their feet act like grappling hooks. 
The tail is also designed for clinging 
to vertical surfaces. The tail feather 
shafts extend as stiff, exposed spines 
to support the birds as they roost. Its 
genus name Chaetura comes from 
the Greek word “chaite”, meaning 
spine, and “oura”, meaning tail.

PHOTO © ALEXANDRA FORSYTHE



Breeding season runs from May to July. 
The 4” wide half-cup nest is constructed and 
attached to the wall of the chimney using a 
mixture of woven twigs and very sticky saliva 
from a gland under the bird’s tongue. The 
twigs are broken off and collected while the 
birds are in flight. The nest can take up to a 
month to construct. The nestlings are fed by 
both parents, and other unmated birds often 
help raise the young. Two to three weeks 
after hatching, the young outgrow the nest 
and must cling to the wall. They can fly 30 
days from hatching and can live up to 14 
years in the wild.

Sadly, the Chimney Swift population 
has declined 65% since 1966. In nature, 
they roost in large, hollow trees, but there 
are very few such trees left. As a result, 
the Swifts adapted to live in masonry 
chimneys, but people started to cap their 
chimneys and use metal flues and inserts, 
preventing the Swifts from roosting. Be 
sure to use Swift-friendly chimney caps or 

build and install a Chimney Swift Tower. 
Shortly before migrating south for the 

winter, they will collect in large groups, 
sometimes numbering in the hundreds or 
thousands, circling for an hour or so before 
sunset. Chief Pokagon of the Potawatomi 
Indians wrote poetically about the 
Chimney Swifts and their whirling flight 
before they roost for the night: “Their 
twittering notes and whizzing wings create 
a musical, but wild, continued roar...The 
twittering, whizzing roar continues to 
increase; the revolving circle fast assumes 
a funnel shape, moving downward until 
the point reaches the hollow in the stub, 
pouring its living mass therein until the 
last bird dropped out of sight.” To watch 
a video of migrating Chimney Swifts, visit 
http://youtu.be/AZEKbGE6aZY.

Every neighborhood should be graced 
with the presence of these beautiful, acrobatic 
birds. Every child should have the chance to 
watch their spectacular flight patterns. 

A group of swifts are collectively known as a "box", "flock",  
"screaming frenzy" and "swoop" of swifts.

Birds   a Feather

Alex Forsythe offers several opportunities to learn more about bird conservation 
and engage in fun activities throughout Indiana. Here are a few links where you can 
follow her and stay updated on her programs and events:

MIDWEST BIRD WATCHING
midwestbirdwatching.com/

YOUNG CONSERVATIONISTS
www.youngconservationists.org/

YOUTUBE CHANNEL
www.youtube.com/user/indybirdluvr

FACEBOOK
Alexandra Forsythe



Box elder
Silver maple
Water plantain
Common arrowhead
Green amaranth
Poison ivy
Poison hemlock
Queen Anne's lace
Rattlesnake master
Dogbane
Winterberry
Duckweed
Swamp milkweed
Common milkweed
Common ragweed
Giant ragweed
Common beggarsticks
Chicory
Canada thistle
Pasture thistle
Bull thistle
Horseweed
Pilewort or fireweed
Annual fleabane
Daisy fleabane
Boneset
Grass-leaved goldenrod
Joe pyeweed
Sneezeweed
False sunflower
Prickly lettuce
Blazing star
Old field balsam
Black-eyed susan
Tall goldenrod
Spiny sow thistle
Heath aster
Dandelion
Sand goatsbeard
Stickseed
Tower mustard
Black mustard
Sheperd's purse

Dame's rocket
Field pepperweed
Marsh yellowcress
Penny cress
Bellwort
Blue lobelia
Venus's looking glass
Common elder
Bouncing bet
Sleepy catchfly
White campion
Lamb's quarters
Hedge bindweed
Gray dogwood
Nutsedge
Blunt spikerush
Woolgrass
Autumn olive
Threeseeded mercury
Toothed spurge
Groundnut
Black medick
Red clover
Purple dead nettle
Water horehound
Bergamot
Catnip
Hedge nettle
Day lily
Solomon's seal
Velvetleaf
Carpetweed
White mulberry
Willow herb
Marsh purslane
Evening primrose
Common woodsorrel
Pokeweed
Japanese chess
Orchard grass
Barnyard grass
Wild rye
Tall fescue

Rice cutgrass
Reed canary grass
Foxtail grass
Water smartweed
Boxweed knotweed
Lady's thumb
Curlytop knotweed
Pinkweed
Smartweed
Arrow-leaved tearthumb
Climbing false buckwheat
Curly dock
Cursed crowfoot
Hawthorn
Wild strawberry
Rough avens
Apple
Rough cinquefoil
Sulfur cinquefoil
Wild plum
Black cherry
Multiflora rose
Swamp rose
Common blackberry
Common dewberry
Black raspberry
Buttonbush
Annual bedstraw
Cottonwood
Heart-leaved willow
Sandbar willow
False pimpernel
Mullein
Neckweed
Horse nettle
Black nightshade
Bur reed
Cattail
Stinging nettle
Purple vervain
River grape

PLANT SPECIES OBSERVED AT FLORY-GEMMER MARSH

This list includes species that were introduced via seeding in Winter 2013 and those 
species that were more recently introduced in the Spring and Summer of 2014 as 
containter plants. Plant inventory was compiled by Dr. Dave Hicks.  



FOR HELPING TO PLANT PLUGS AT FLORY-GEMMER MARSH

THANK
YOU!

STUDENT
VOLUNTEERS

(from left to right) Allison Evanich, 
Kasey Brubaker, Megan Taylor, 
Amelia Wories and Matt Miller

(from left to right) Nathan Patterson, 
Skyler Honeycutt, Martin Voglewede, 
Heather DeLorenzo and Jacob Segraves

The 72-acre Hathaway Preserve, owned by the ACRES Land Trust, provides great fall 
scenery and a look at late migrants and fall residents.  The gorge at Hathaway is an amazing 
contrast to the rolling terrain that surrounds it in central Wabash County.  The 70-foot deep 
gorge was cut following drainage from the ancestor of Lake Erie following the last glaciation.

To reach the preserve, start at the intersection of US 24 and SR 524, which is between 
Wabash and Huntington and just north of Lagro.  Proceed south to Lagro, and continue south 
on SR 524 through town and around some  sharp turns.  About 1.5 miles south of Lagro, turn 
west (right) on Baumbauer Road.  Follow Baumbauer about 2 miles to the parking lot on the 
right just after Durnbaugh Road joins Baumbauer and just after a creek crossing.  For a locator 
map see http://ow.ly/C2ry6 or http://ow.ly/C2rtR. Be ready for some ups and downs in the 
trail.  Bring your binoculars and favorite bird ID guide.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18, 9:30 AM
HATHAWAY NATURE PRESERVE AT ROSS RUN, LAGRO

For more information, please contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu

NEW FRIENDS OF TIPPE

Alex Forsythe, Huntington
Paul C. Luithly, Warsaw

NEW NATIONAL MEMBERS:
Carol Bowen, Bremen
Rebecca Nifong, Culver
Wayne & Bonnie Baker, Mentone
Barbara Graham, Columbia City
Melissa Alexander, Silver Lake
Morris Duffey, Wabash
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