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Cass, Fulton, Kosciusko, Marshall,  
Miami, Noble, Wabash, Whitley Counties, Indiana

TOPICS

marsh
of dimes
(AND DOLLARS)

SWAMP SPARROW .................... PG. 4
HIBISCUS MOSCHUETOS ......... PG. 8
CROSSLEY'S RAPTOR GUIDE ... PG. 10

FLORY-GEMMER MARSH FUNDRAISING CONTINUES



The handicapped-accessible boardwalk 
gives a great view of the extensive wetlands 
south of Backwater Lake near North 
Webster.  This area has been a breeding site 
for Sandhill Cranes for several years, and 
they are sometimes seen here late in the 
year.  Many kinds of migrating waterfowl 
also stop here.  There is also a good look at 

a beaver dam at the end of the boardwalk.
Directions: From US 30 at Larwill, travel 

about 8 miles north on SR5 to CR 850 and 
turn west (there is a sign at the turn).  Travel 
about ½ mile to the parking lot at the dead 
end.  A spotting scope will be provided, but 
if you have one, it may be useful to bring 
along.

Saturday, October 12  9:30 am
Near North Webster, IN

O c t o b e r  F i e l d  T r i p

PISGAH MARSH BOARDWALK
Saturday

12

For more information, please contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu

Save the Date
December 10, 5:30 p.m.
Manchester University Student Union, Hoff Room

Tuesday

10
A n n u a l  D i n n e r

HISTORY OF THE EEL RIVER
PRESENTED BY MATT JONES, 

WATER RESOURCE EDUCATION SPECIALIST

Matt is a dynamic speaker whose knowledge of the human and natural history of 
Northern Indiana's waterways seems inexhaustible. 

Reservations must be made by December 6th. 
Contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu to reserve your spot.

More information to follow in the next newsletter and online at www.tippeaudubon.org
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Stockbridge Audubon Society Events
Stockbridge Audubon, based in Fort Wayne, has a very active group of serious birders. 
Their fireld trips, conducted most weekends, are open to the public. For further 
information, go to stockbridgeaudubon.org or contact Jim Haw by phone (260) 485-
7802 or e-mail Jhawillet@aol.com

Sunday, Oct 13: BIG SIT AT FOX ISLAND, 1 P.M. TO 5 or so; let the birds 
come to us on the back deck of the Nature Center.  Just drop in when you can, and 
help us add to the list.

Saturday, October 19: Lake Michigan lakefront.  Leave at 6:30 a.m. from 
lamppost K, Meijer parking lot, Lima Rd. just north of I-69; return about 6-6:30 
p.m.  Leaders:  Ed Powers, John Winebrenner.

Sunday, October 27: Hurshtown Reservoir; meet at the reservoir on Roth Rd. 1.5 
miles north of Grabill Rd. at 3 p.m.; finish around 5 p.m.  Leaders:  Tony Acosta, 
Jim Haw

Saturday, November 2: Jasper-Pulaski FWA for general birding in afternoon; 
Sandhill Crane spectacular at sundown.  Leave at 9:30 a.m. from Scott’s, NW 
corner of jct. IN 14 west and Scott Rd.; return around 10-10:30 p.m.  Carry a picnic 
lunch; we’ll stop for a fast-food supper on the way home.  Leaders:   Ed Powers, 
Sandy Schacht

Sunday, November 10: Hurshtown Reservoir; meet at the reservoir on Roth Rd. 
1.5 miles north of Grabill Rd. at 3 p.m.; finish around 5 p.m.  Leaders:  Tony 
Acosta, Jim Haw

Saturday, December 14 Fort Wayne Christmas Bird Count; details later

Tippecanoe
Audubon Society
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Swamp SparrOw
BY BRUCE RUISARD

Not exactly sought after by bird listers 
(a more detailed designation than birders) is 
the Swamp Sparrow (Melospiza georgiana). 
A true marsh dweller, the Swamp Sparrow 
is often overlooked. It is another bird in our 
Audubon chapter's area I like to call one of 
our Northern specialties.

The reason for this is that Northern 
Indiana and Illinois, Upper Ohio, West 
Virginia and Virginia are its range. With all 
the Indiana swamps in Amos Butler's time 
(late 1800s), and even today in places like 
Goose Pond's famous marshes, their range is 
the same. Butler reported "They have not been 
reported as breeding south of the Northern tier 
of counties." Green County's recent Summer 
Bird Count failed to report a Swamp Sparrow.

They are regularly found in Kosciusko 
County in the summer at the Hospital 
boardwalk and at Tri-County Fish and Wildlife 
Area. They nest in cattail marshes, tall grasses 
and sedge areas. In 2011, Kosciusko County 
reported the only four Swamp Sparrows in the 
state (out of 26 Summer Counts). However, 
some are found migrating through the state and 
some will overwinter ó especially in Southern 
Indiana and Illinois. Take note of who reported 
them in areas where they are found. Ed 
Hopkins has found them in Summer Counts 
in Newton and Cass Counties in recent years. 
Many more must go unrecorded due to trouble 
identifying them.

When you see one, the adult has noticeable 
gray on the head, rufous wings and black 
streaks on the back. They typically stay pretty 
low as they forage on seeds of weeds, grasses, 
sedges and insects. Their song is a slow trill, like 
a Chipping Sparrow but, they are not likely to 
share the same habitat. A Marsh Wren, who 
does share the same habitat as the Swamp 
Sparrow, sounds harsh and metallic like a 
sewing machine. Pine Warbler's songs is also 

a trill but, it will more often be heard from red 
pines and southern pines. So, a combination 
of habitat, song and hopefully a good look will 
make it possible to get a positive identification.

Swamp Sparrows nest in loose colonies 
within marsh vegetation and often over water. 
The female lays 3-6 eggs and incubates them 
alone for 12-13 days. They usually raise only 
one brood a year and they are frequently a 
victim of Cowbird nest parasitism.

Because they range from Newfoundland 
to Manitoba, they pass through in the Fall on 
their way South. Most will spend the winter 
in the United States but, some go into Mexico 
and Central  America. 

We hope this marsh dweller will visit and 
eventually nest in the soon to be restored 
Flory-Gemmer Marsh. While it may not 
be the most flashy visitor or resident, it will 
hopefully be one of many new attractions. 

A group of sparrows are collectively 
referred to as a "crew", "flutter", 
"meinie", "quarrel" and "ubiquity" of 
sparrows.

Birds   a Feather

AOU CODE

SWSP
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TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY on the web

acebook.com/tippecanoeaudubonsocietytippeaudubon.org

This is our 38th year participating in the 
National Audubon Society’s Christmas 
Bird Count. Teams of two or three people 
will be assigned to designated areas in 

our count circle (15-miles in diameter, 
centered on Oswego, IN). Birders of all skill 
levels participate and are welcome. Bring 
binoculars and dress warmly.

To join the count, please contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu

Saturday, December 28, 7:00 a.m.
Pre-count breakfast at Bob Evans in Warsaw

Saturday

28

3 8 t h  A n n u a l

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

Save the Date

For more information, please contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu

Saturday, November 9, 9:30 a.m.
Lagro, IN

N o v e m b e r  F i e l d  T r i p

KOKIWANEE NATURE PRESERVE
Saturday

9
This ACRES-owned 135 acre preserve 

along the Salamonie River has a nice diversity 
of habitats from the riverbank to the forested 
bluffs above the river to open fields.  A nearby 
overlook gives a good look at the river gorge, 
where Bald Eagles are often seen in the winter 
months.  The trails have some steep areas 
(with steps).

Directions to Kokiwanee: Follow SR 524 
south from the town of Lagro. Cross the 
Wabash River and follow 524 as it bends 

to the left. When 524 bends right, continue 
straight on Hanging Rock Road. Follow it 
past Hanging Rock and around a right-angle 
bend. Continue straight onto CR 500 E and 
follow through a left-angle bend (becomes CR 
50 S) until it reaches a T intersection with CR 
600 E. Turn right at the T and take the next 
right to the Tailwater Fishing area parking 
lot (do not park at the lot on CR 50 S). The 
Nature Preserves section of the ACRES web 
site has more instructions and links to maps.

TAS 5



Sponsor Species Diversity 
Visit our website and click on the nature preserves tab; 
there, you will find a donate button where you can make 
your contribution of $10 or more. You can also use the 
self-addressed envelope included in this newsletter and 
send your contribution to Jennifer Saxinger, Membership 
Chair, 1335 Jones Street, Wabash, Indiana 46992. 

Sponsor a flat of plugs
$50 per flat of a single species. Sponsor as many species as you'd like.

Sponsor an acre
This $200 donation covers the cost of one 
acre's worth of plugs.   

0% of our goal has been met!

F L O R Y - G E M M E R  M A R S H  F U N D  D R I V E

PLUG
FUND
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New Friends oF Tippe

Charles Craig North Manchester

Sandy Sawyer Rochester

New NATIONAL MEMBERS

Violet Seiwert Rochester

Linda Townsond Lagro

Mr. Donald Faulker Culver

Susan Wautelet Plymouth

Ines Dragani Plymouth

Lynn Erickson Plymouth

Cathy Northcutt Warsaw

Susan Vervalin Columbia City

Katherine Sauers Columbia City

James R. Kotterman Peru

Carol Whybrew Peru

Our membership is 
composed of more than 450 

businesses and individuals 
in the following northeast 

Indiana counties:

Cass, Fulton, Kosciusko, 
Marshall, Miami, Noble, 

Wabash, Whitley

FLORY-
GEMMER 
MARSH

The Tippecanoe Audubon Society 
has committed $6,500 of our sanctuary 
fund towards reseeding the Flory-
Gemmer Marsh. $3,000 more will come 
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS). Thank you to our members 
and friends for donating! We could not 
have generated these funds without 
such generous community support. 
Thank you.

Next spring we will initiate phase III 
of our restoration plan. This will include 
purchasing and installing plant plugs in 
addition to continued management of 
invasives in the years ahead. Plant plugs 
will consist of native species that are 
already established in small pots. These 
species will complement and add to the 
species already in the seed mix at a rate 
of 100 plugs per acre. 

Over $4,500 in donations and grants 
were received during our phase II fund 
raising effort. We are asking again for 
the generous support of our community to 
help reach a goal of $3,800 by the spring 
of 2014.
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BY DAVE HICKS

Swamp Rose-Mallow is a rather large 
aquatic plant that can be found growing in 
shallow water of local wetlands and lakes, 
generally in full sun.  It has five-petaled 
flowers that are as much as 6" across.  The 
plant can be well over 6' tall with tall, 
straight, usually unbranched, stems.  The 6" 
leaves have jagged teeth.  Another species 
in our area, Halberd-Leaved Rose Mallow 
(Hibiscus laevis), has maple-shaped leaves.

The flowers are a very attractive feature 
of this plant.  Although there are usually 
only one or two open flowers per plant at a 
given time, a stand in flower is an impressive 
sight.  Flowering occurs from mid-summer 
through early fall.  Petal colors range from 

nearly white, often with a dark red central 
region, to dark red throughout.  (Light-
flowered plants lacking the dark red 
central area were formerly called Hibiscus 
palustris, but they now are not considered 
distinct enough to be a separate species.)  
Rose-Mallow is a member of the Mallow 
Family, or Malvaceae.  Like other members 
of this family, its flowers have the pollen-
producing anthers fused in a tube around 
the seed-producing pistil in the center of 
the flower.  The pistil ends in 3 knobby 
stigmas, which receive the pollen needed 
for seed production.

The flowers are visited by a variety of 
insects as well as hummingbirds.  Cultivated 
varieties of Rose-Mallow are available and 
would make attractive plants in a wildlife 

Hibiscus moscHeutos,  
the Swamp rOSe-mallOw
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garden with moist to wet soil.  There is 
even a species of bee, the bumblebee-like 
Ptilothrix bombiformis (Rose Mallow bee), 
which specializes on visiting flowers of 
this and other Hibiscus species.  Another 
remarkable feature of this bee is its ability 
to walk on the surface film of a water body.

Although Rose-Mallow is abundant 
in some wetlands in our area, we are near 
the edge of its range and its distribution 
is rather sparse in Indiana.  It is found 
primarily in the northern and southwestern 
parts of the state.  It is more common 
in the eastern seaboard states and lower 
Mississippi valley, but populations occur 
as far west as Texas, and the species also 
occurs in east Asia.

Rose-Mallow is a member of the 
Mallow family, a mainly tropical group 
that includes a number of important crops.  
Familiar members of this family include 
okra and several species of cotton.  Since 

Rose-Mallow is a mallow that often grows 
in marshes, it may be wondered where 
marshmallows come into the picture.  The 
earliest versions of marshmallow candy 
were made with the roots of another 
member of the Mallow family, Althaea 
officinalis, originally an African species.  
Like many wetland plants, this species has 
spongy, air-transmitting tissues.  Starting 
with ancient Egyptians, the roots were 
boiled in syrup to produce the ancestral 
version of today’s familiar marshmallows.  
A variant recipe uses the sticky, okra-
like sap as the basis for a candy.  Modern 
versions use gelatin and corn starch to 
make the spongy body of the candy.

Indiana has earned considerable fame 
for its marshmallow production.  In 
midsummer giant marshmallows are a 
common sight in fields, followed by the 
Ligonier Marshmallow Festival at the end 
of the summer.
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FrOm margit’S bOOkShelF

MISSION STATEMENT
The Tippecanoe Audubon Society supports conservation and environmental 
education to promote appreciation, understanding, and preservation of birds, 
other wildlife, and diverse ecosystems for present and future generations.

BY MARGIT CODISPOTI

A few months ago I discovered 
a bird guide that intrigued me so 
much I bought a copy for myself and 
also another as a gift for my friend’s 
birthday. The book, The Crossley ID 
Guide: Raptors by Richard Crossley, 
Jerry Liguori and Brian Sullivan, is 
not your traditional field guide. It 
might best be described as a self-
study guide to raptors.

The book’s strength lies in its 
two and four page color photos. 
As noted in the introduction, these 
photos “present birds in lifelike 
scenes so that the images (large and 
small) become imprinted on the 
reader.” The composite color plates 
depict males and females, juveniles 
and adults, color variants, and birds 
shown both near and far, in flight 
and perched, and from several 
angles. By showing many variations, 
the authors hope the reader will 
absorb a feel or impression for each 
bird that will translate to identifying 
raptors in the field. No guide I have 
seen before gives so many views of 

the same bird thereby allowing one 
to see the bird as one would likely 
see it in nature.  

The book’s 7.5 by 10 inch size 
makes it impractical to carry into 
the field, so I keep my copy beside 
my easy chair to pick up now and 
then to study the details about a 
certain hawk or vulture. After having 
studied the colored photos, I can 
then test myself by taking one of the 
many photo quizzes provided. 

Although the guide’s greatest 
strength is the photo pages, there is 
a substantial section that provides 
an account of each raptor in terms 
of “overview, flight style, size and 
structure, plumage, geographic 
variation, molt, similar species, 
status and distribution, migration, 
and vocalizations” which was written 
by two renowned raptor experts, 
Jerry Liguori and Brian Sullivan.

For anyone who would like to 
improve his ability to do more 
than say, “o look! There’s a hawk-
like bird,” this is the book that will 
build up your confidence as a raptor 
watcher.

crOSSley'S raptOr guide



preSideNt’S cOrNer
BY BETH DEIMLING

I’ve lately been reading `How Birds 
Migrate’ by Paul Kerlinger. Written in 
a very readable style, it covers a range of 
subjects, most of which fall under the 
heading “Amazingly Cool Facts about the 
Mysteries of Bird Migration.” For example, 
why do some birds migrate during the day, 
and others (most, in fact) at night or in the 
twilight hours between night and day? The 
day-migrating birds are primarily those 
that migrate by soaring (hawks, eagles, and 
vultures), and use strong updrafts to gain 
elevation. Most birds that use “powered 
flight,” that is, those that must constantly 
flap their wings, migrate at night. Kerlinger 
theorizes that a major reason why so many 
birds migrate at night is that the structure of 
the atmosphere at night is more stable; there 
are no updrafts to toss small birds around, 
and airflow is steadier, more predictable. 
Also, for all those birds using powered flight, 
flying is an energy-consuming activity that 
generates a great deal of heat. Birds stay 
cooler when they fly at night because the air 
is cooler. Also, by migrating at night, they can 

use the daylight hours to feed and to refuel 
for the next leg of the journey.

What about annual timing of migration? 
Kerlinger says he prefers the terms 
“prebreeding migration” and “postbreeding 
migration” instead of spring and fall 
migration, since migration patterns are not 
restricted to spring and fall. Snowy Owls, 
for instance fly back to the Arctic tundra 
in February and March, clearly not yet 
spring, and Sedge Wrens arrive at North 
American breeding sites in July, well past 
spring. Also, many shorebirds, including 
Lesser Yellowlegs, begin to fly south from 
their Arctic breeding grounds as early as late 
June (clearly not fall). Kerlinger is careful to 
back up each subject with examples from 
research around the country. The wealth of 
information he provides means, for me, that 
the book deserves two readings, the first to 
get a handle on the general concepts, the 
second to try to remember details. Definitely 
worth a read!!

Beth Deimling, President
beth@lakelandnursery.com

FlOry-gemmer marSh update 
BY AL CRIST

The eradication of invasive plant species is progressing nicely in Flory-Gemmer Marsh. 
Two of the three scheduled broadcast sprayings for invasive species have been completed for 
the year. The last spraying for this year will be completed by October. Reed Canary Grass 
is now 90% eradicated, but hybrid cattails have proven surprisingly persistent. The hope is 
that with one more spray, they will be brought largely under control. After the September 
spray, the slate will have been relatively cleaned, but because of existing seed banks and the 
rhizomatous nature of some invasives, continued spot spraying will be necessary on a yearly 
basis. TAS Board members Dave Hicks, Al Crist, along with USFWS Habitat Restoration 
Specialist Rick Ward are compiling seed lists for seeding that will begin in December of this 
year. 3 different seed lists are being compiled based on the hydrology of different areas in the 
marsh: mesic prairie, marsh edge, and marsh emergent. In addition to the winter seeding, 
plugs of natives will be planted in the spring of 2014. Volunteers will be needed!!!
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