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At first it was just a game, but it was 
launched for the best of reasons. Back 
in 1900 Frank Chapman—editor of 
Bird-Lore, the precursor to what would 
eventually become Audubon magazine—
suggested a new Yuletide recreation. He 
wanted to replace the old “side hunt,” in 
which teams of Christmas revelers had 
gone out with guns to see which side could 
bring back the biggest pile of dead birds 
and other animals. Chapman’s suggestion? 
Go out with keen eyes and a notebook 
instead, and see who could count the most 
birds in their native habitat.

The “side hunt” has faded away, but 
Chapman’s little alternative has grown 
and grown. In December 1900 only 27 
people went out to count birds, at 25 sites, 
mostly in the northeastern states. This 
winter an estimated 60,000 people in the 
United States, Canada, and elsewhere in 
the Western Hemisphere will take part 
in the 112th annual Audubon Christmas 
Bird Count (CBC). From Alaska to 
Antarctica, between December 14 and 
January 5, within count circles registered 
in advance with Audubon, teams of 
birders will take to the field for fun, for 
tradition, and for science.

I was 10 in 1965, when I took part 
in my own first CBC, with the Wichita 
Audubon Society. I caught that “spirit 
of wholesome competition” that Frank 
Chapman had invoked back in 1901. 
Each modern CBC occupies a circle with 
a 15-mile diameter, too large an area for 
one group to cover, so Wichita Audubon 
had divided its circle among several 
teams. When we all got together in the 
evening to compile our totals, it was great 

fun to compare notes: Which team had 
recorded the most horned larks? The most 
red-tailed hawks? The rarest bird? Then 
we would wait to hear whether Wichita 
had listed more species than other Kansas 
counts, such as Topeka or Lawrence. 
But despite this competitive urge, it was 
obvious that no one was excluded, and 
that a total beginner would be welcomed 
along for the fun of the count.

Underlying the sense of adventure 
there has always been a sense of purpose. 
The good people of Wichita Audubon 
impressed that upon me during my first 
CBC. It was exciting to find a rare white-
winged junco but just as important to keep 
a faithful count of the other juncos—not 
to see whether we could tally more than 
other teams but to have an accurate gauge 
of how junco populations were faring. We 
were on the front lines of tracking the 
status of common birds. Those numbers 
meant something.

The modern effort has come a long way 
since the era when two dozen scattered 
counters mailed in handwritten lists. 
Today CBC results, stretching back to the 
count’s inception, have been computerized, 
and this massive database can be 
analyzed to track shifts in distribution, 
seasonal irruptions of nomadic birds, and 
large-scale population changes. When 
combined with breeding bird surveys, the 
effort provides a powerful tool, providing 
early warning when a species begins to 
decline. Frank Chapman’s little holiday 
game has matured into a major force for 
science and conservation, and it’s still as 
exciting and enlightening 112 years later. 
Learn more at http://birds.audubon.org/
christmas-bird-count

BIRDING THAT COUNTS
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This is our 37th year participating in the 
National Audubon Society’s Christmas 
Bird Count. Teams of two or three people 
will be assigned to designated areas in 
our count circle (15-miles in diameter, 
centered on Oswego, IN). Birders of all skill 
levels participate and are welcome. Bring 
binoculars and dress warmly.

We will meet at 7:00 a.m. at the 
Bob Evans Restaurant in Warsaw where 
participants will receive information 
packages with maps and data forms. Count 

teams will then head to their areas and 
counting may continue until sunset (5:30 
pm). However, counting until dusk is not 
required. If you live in the count circle you 
may choose to count birds at your home 
feeder. Participants are no longer required 
to pay fee, starting this year.

The count will conclude with a compiling 
party and dinner, starting at 6 pm, at the 
home of Dave Hicks and Deb Hustin, 721 
Wayne St., North Manchester, IN. Bring a 
dish to share if you’d like.

To join the count, please contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu

Saturday, December 29, 7:00 a.m.
Pre-count breakfast at Bob Evans in Warsaw

Saturday

29

3 7 t h  A n n u a l

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

Other Northern Indiana Christmas Bird Counts
Fort Wayne Stockbridge Audubon Society ................................ Saturday, December 15
For more information, contact Jim Haw (260) 485-7802 or e-mail jhawillet@aol.com

Indiana Dunes State Park ................................................... Saturday, December 15
Make reservations at (219) 926-1952

Pokagon State Park ................................................................Friday, December 28
Make reservations by December 25th at (260) 833-2012 or e-mail fwooley@dnr.in.gov

OCTOBER FIELD TRIP: Edna Spurgeon Woods

Photos: margit Codispoti
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B i r d  o f  t h e  M o n t h

american Kestrel 
BY BEth DEIMlINg

The American Kestrel (Falco sparverius) 
is North America’s smallest falcon. They 
are most often seen on utility wires along 
roadsides, and a drive along a northern 
Indiana country road is likely to chase 
a kestrel or two off a utility wire. Their 
favored habitat is open country with short 
vegetation and few trees. They may also 
be seen hovering in place over open fields. 
Northern Indiana’s pastures, hay fields, 

Fred Wooley has been with the Indiana 
Department of Natural Resources at 
Pokagon State Park for over three decades. 
He will discuss some of the trends of bird 
numbers and some of the programs, public 
and private, that have influenced their 
successful reclaiming of historic ranges in 
Indiana We’ll be reminded of our continued 
work towards their conservation.

Cost of Dinner is $18.00 and the menu 
includes: Beef stroganoff, roasted potatoes, 
beans, tomatoes & onions and carrot cake. 
Reservations must be made by December 7th.

December 11, Dinner at 6:00 p.m.
Manchester University Student Union, Hoff Room

Tuesday

11

D e c e m b e r  P r o g r a m  a n d  D i n n e r

BIRD CONSeRvATION IN INDIANA —
A PARk INTeRPReTeR’S PeRSPeCTIve

PreSented by Fred Wooley

TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY on the web

acebook.com/tippecanoeaudubonsocietytippeaudubon.org
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and some farm fields furnish good kestrel 
habitat. They will use trees, especially dead 
ones, if those trees are in open areas, or at 
the edge of woods. In fact, kestrels generally 
nest in tree cavities. Since they cannot 
excavate their own cavities, they rely on old 
woodpecker holes or natural tree hollows, as 
well as rock crevices, and nooks in buildings 
and other human-built structures. They also 
take readily to nest boxes.

A kestrel’s wings are narrow and blunt-
tipped, and they fly in a series of fluttery 
flaps followed by an open-winged glide. 
When perched, kestrels often pump their 
tails as if they are trying to balance. Males 
and females are similar in coloration, but the 
male has slate-blue wings, while the female’s 
wings are the same reddish brown as the rest 
of the back. Both sexes have dark marks on 
their faces, sometimes called `mustaches’ 
and `sideburns.’

Kestrels primarily eat insects and other 
invertebrates when these are available, and 
otherwise (as in winter in Indiana) will eat 
small rodents, like voles, mice, and shrews, 
and even small birds. They generally catch 
prey on the ground, though they will capture 
some insects in flight. Unlike humans, birds 
can see ultraviolet light. This enables kestrels 
to make out the trails of urine that small 
rodents leave as they run along the ground. 
Like neon diner signs, these bright paths 
may highlight the way to a meal—as has 
been observed in the Eurasian Kestrel, a 
close relative.

Kestrels have a huge range, nesting from 
the Arctic to Central America, and the 
east coast to the west across the U.S. and 
southern Canada. In winter, kestrels vacate 
all of Alaska and Canada, the northern plains 
states and New England. It is possible to find 
them in the hundreds at coastal migration 
sites—such as Cape May, New Jersey, or 
Kiptopeke, Virginia—in September or 
early October. Their conservation status 

is currently of `Least Concern.’ However, 
recent counts and breeding bird survey data 
have indicated declines in some areas—
such as in New England, parts of the 
Pacific Coast, and Florida, where the state 
lists it as a threatened species. Habitat loss 
may be a factor in their declines, especially 
through felling of the standing dead trees 
these birds depend on for their nest sites. 
The American Kestrel is also losing prey 
sources and nesting cavities to so-called 
“clean” farming practices, which remove 
hedgerows, trees, and brush. An additional 
threat is exposure to pesticides and other 
pollutants, which can reduce clutch sizes 
and hatching success. For kestrels in North 
America, a larger problem with pesticides is 
that they do their job, destroying the insects, 
spiders, and other prey on which the birds 
depend.

Similar species, which might be confused 
with kestrels at a distance, are Merlins, 
Sharp-shinned Hawks, and Mourning 
Doves. Merlins, however, are stockier, and 
dark brown. Merlins target larger prey than 
kestrels, particularly shorebirds and other 
small to medium-sized birds, which they 
often chase on the wing. Merlins have near-
constant wingbeats, and fly by flapping 
their wings continuously. Sharp-shinned 
Hawks are accipiters, which means that 
they have broader wings, longer tails, and 
proportionally smaller heads. Sharp-shinned 
Hawks also hunt in more heavily wooded 
areas than kestrels. Mourning Doves occupy 
the same habitats as kestrels and often sit 
on telephone wires. In proportion to the rest 
of the body, they have much smaller heads 
than kestrels and their tails are slender and 
pointed. In flight, Mourning Doves tend 
to fly fast and in straight lines, with nearly 
continuous wingbeats.
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Flory-
GEmmEr 
MARSH

ADoPT AN ACrE AT

There are now three 
different ways that you 
can make a contribution to 
the Flory-Gemmer Marsh 
restoration project. 
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Choose your level of contribution 
Visit our website and click on the nature preserves tab; 
there, you will find a donate button where you can make 
your contribution of $10 or more. You can also use the self-
addressed envelope included in this newsletter and send your 
contribution to Wilson B. Lutz, Membership Chair, 806 East 
Second Street Extended, North Manchester, IN 46962. 

Donations by acreage
Choose your level of donation:

1 acre
$400

½ acre
$200

¼ acre
$100

⅛ acre
$50

Adopt an acre
This $800 donation covers treatment 
of invasive weeds as well as seed cost.   

12% of our goal has been met!
Special thanks to: Ronald L. Block, Margit Codispoti, James Robert and Julie K. 
Gackenbeimer, James and Jane Gratz, David J. Hicks and Deborah L. Hustin, 
Malcolm G. and Julie A. Naylor, John A. Schenck, S. Stafford

F l o r y - G E m m E r  m A r S h  F U N D  D r I V E
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Like American Kestrels? Want 
your Audubon Chapter to help study 
and conserve kestrels? Join the new 
American Kestrel Partnership!

The American Kestrel is North 
America’s smallest and most colorful 
falcon. Most of us are accustomed to 
seeing kestrels hunting from power 
lines or fence posts, or “hover hunting” 
in the air. Unfortunately, researchers 
believe the kestrel’s population status 
is changing from “common” to “of 
concern”. Data from the Breeding 
Bird Survey since 1966 suggest that 
populations of breeding kestrels have 
declined 47% across North America, 
with declines as steep as 88% in the 
New England region. The time to 
study and conserve the American 
Kestrel is before it reaches threatened 
or endangered status, and now you can 
help.

The Peregrine Fund’s new American 
Kestrel Partnership is a research and 
conservation initiative supported by 
Audubon chapters, families, students, 
scouts, birders, researchers, teachers, 
and anyone else interested in kestrels. 
The kestrel’s population declines are 
poorly understood, so they are asking 
amateur researchers (both adults and 
students) around the continent to 
install and monitor kestrel nest boxes 
to produce a large dataset that can 
be used to better understand kestrel 
demographics and management. You 
can join the Kestrel

Partnership and contribute by 
building or buying wooden nest boxes; 
hanging them on posts, barns, or 
trees; and looking into the boxes once 
every 1-2 weeks from April through 
July to record the numbers of eggs 
and nestlings. After collecting the 
data, simply enter it on the American 
Kestrel Partnership’s website, and voila, 
you just contributed data to the largest 
kestrel research program in history! 
Autumn is the best time to build and 
hang nest boxes so that they are ready 
for kestrels in the spring, so don’t wait! 
To participate and learn more, check 
out the American Kestrel Partnership’s 
website: http://kestrel.peregrinefund.
org/, or join us at Tippecanoe Audubon, 
with a program and a workshop in 
February, 2013. See the following page 
for details.

MISSION STATEMENT
The Tippecanoe Audubon Society supports conservation and environmental 

education to promote appreciation, understanding, and preservation of birds, 
other wildlife, and diverse ecosystems for present and future generations.

AMERICAN KESTREL PARTNERSHIP
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Jeff Canada, from the Indiana Audubon 
Society, will present a program on the 
American Kestrel Partnership. Indiana 
Audubon is beginning a partnership with 
The Peregrine Fund to initiate a new 
citizen science program, the "American 
Kestrel Partnership," to address widespread 
declines in American Kestrel populations 
across North America. The declines are 
poorly understood, so they are asking 
amateur researchers (both adults and 

students) around the continent to install 
and monitor kestrel nest boxes to produce 
a large dataset that can be used to better 
understand kestrel demographics and 
management. Jeff will talk about the recent 
population declines of American Kestrels, 
how to build nest boxes, ideal nest box 
mounting locations, and how and when to 
monitor nests. He will have hand-outs for: 
kestrel nest-box construction plans, nest-
box mounting and monitoring instructions.

Save the Date
February 12, 7:30 p.m.
Manchester University Student Union, Hoff Room

Tuesday

12
F e b r u a r y  P r o g r a m

THe AMeRICAN keSTRel PARTNeRSHIP
PreSented by JeFF CAnAdA

kestrel nest box building workshop will be held the following 
Saturday, February 16th, at lakeland Nursery, 2567 e. State Road 14

TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY on the web

acebook.com/tippecanoeaudubonsocietytippeaudubon.org

Tippecanoe
Audubon Society
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president’s corner
BY BEth DEIMlINg

Have you ever wondered if there 
weren’t fewer Hairy Woodpeckers around 
than there were a few years ago? And with 
such a hot dry summer, what happened to 
the American Robins?

It is very important to monitor bird 
populations, not only to answer questions 
like these. Both common and rare bird 
species can sustain significant losses due to 
habitat and climate change and mortality 
caused by collisions, pesticides, and 
cat predation. Large-scale censuses are 
required to determine which species are 
actually in decline, and which are  stable 
or increasing. Government, nonprofit, and 
private organizations use bird census data 
to direct limited resources toward species 
recovery programs and conservation 
projects. As with any project that relies 
on statistics for information, the more 
data the better. That is why citizen science 
projects are so important. These projects 
can provide vast amounts of information 
on species numbers and welfare. Here are 
several of these citizen science projects in 
which you can become involved locally, 
even as locally as your own back yard!!

The Christmas Bird Count (CBC)
The CBC is conducted by the 

National Audubon Society, and has 
collected count data for over one 
hundred years. This data has allowed 
researchers, conservation biologists, and 
other interested individuals to study 
the long-term health and status of bird 
populations across North America. 
Local trends in populations can indicate 
habitat fragmentation or signal an 
immediate environmental threat, such as 
groundwater contamination or poisoning 
from improper use of pesticides. Data 

from the CBC has created justification 
for changes in hunting regulations, and 
has documented range shifts of bird 
species over time due to climate change. 
Data has been used in `State of the Birds’ 
reports, has promoted broad awareness 
of the need to address threats, and has 
helped scientists and policy-makers to 
identify threats to birds and habitat and 
consequently has been an important tool 
in developing conservation plans.

Tippecanoe Audubon holds a CBC 
every year centered on Oswego, near 
Lake Tippecanoe. There are also other 
counts around northern Indiana. See 
this issue for dates and locations of local 
counts. Join us on December 29th (see 
page 3 of this issue for more details)!!

Project Feederwatch
Project Feederwatch is conducted 

through the Cornell Lab of Ornithology. 
It runs from Nov. 10 (you can still sign 
up) through April 5. Its primary strength 
lies in detailed monitoring of winter 
abundance and distribution of the over 
100 species that will utilize backyard 
bird feeding stations. Data collected can 
be used to detect and explain gradual 
changes in the wintering ranges and 
abundance of many species over time.

Sometimes the data reveal a long-
term population decline of a particular 
species. When bird population scientists 
become aware of such a trend, they 
evaluate what they know about the 
species, its habitat, and other factors that 
may be causing its decline. For example, 
is the species' food in short supply? Has 
the amount of suitable habitat changed 
on the species' breeding or wintering 
grounds? Has a potentially competitive 
species shown a population increase? By 
combining all they know about a species 
from monitoring data and intensive 
research projects, scientists can begin to 
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Our membership is 
composed of more than 

450 businesses and 
individuals in the following 
northeast Indiana counties:

Cass, Fulton, Kosciusko, 
Marshall, Miami, Noble, 

Wabash, Whitley

Answers will be posted in the next issue of tippe-topics.

? ?identification Quiz
???

Submit your answers online.

Answer to last month’s quiz: 

Northern Bobwhite

New NATIoNAl mEmbErS
Timothy Bailey Peru
Janice Baldwin Plymouth
Joan Fallstick Peru
Nancy Hoeffer Argos
Caroljoy Madsen Somerset
Robert Mitchell Culver
Carolyn Shell bremen
Dennis Starbuck Wabash
Ashley Waldeck Columbia City

understand why a species is declining, 
and to make recommendations for its 
recovery before it is too late. Learn more 
and sign up at: www.birds.cornell.edu/pfw

The American Kestrel Partnership
Widespread declines in American 

Kestrel populations are occurring across 
North America, but these declines 
are poorly understood. The American 
Kestrel Partnership is asking citizen 
scientists around the continent to 
install and monitor kestrel nest boxes 
to produce a large dataset that can 
be used to better understand kestrel 
demographics and management. There’s 
lots more information on the AKP in this 
newsletter. Please join us in February for 
a program and/or a workshop on kestrels 
and kestrel nest box building.

eBird
A real-time, online checklist 

program, eBird has revolutionized the 
way that the birding community reports 
and accesses information about birds. 
Launched in 2002 by the Cornell Lab 
of Ornithology and National Audubon 
Society, eBird provides rich data 
sources for basic information on bird 
abundance and distribution at a variety 
of spatial and temporal scales. eBird is 
amassing one of the largest and fastest 
growing biodiversity data resources 
in existence. The observations of each 
participant join those of others in an 
international network of eBird users. 
eBird then shares these observations 
with a global community of educators, 
land managers, ornithologists, and 
conservation biologists. In time, these 
data will become the foundation for a 
better understanding of bird distribution 
across the western hemisphere and 
beyond. More information can be found 
at: http://ebird.org
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