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CHECK YOUR

If you belong to the Tippecanoe Audubon Society exclusively at the 
Friend oF Tippe level, this may be your last issue. The top-most line on 
your mailing label will tell the tale. All Friends oF Tippe memberships 
terminate in June (i.e. June 2012, June 2013, June 2014, etc.) If your 
mailing label says June 2012, then it is time — actually past time — to 
renew. Please send $30 to the membership chair: Wilson B. Lutz, 806 East 
Second Street extended, North Manchester, IN 46962.

It is now possible to also become a Friend oF Tippe online with 
your credit card or PayPal account. Just visit tippeaudubon.org and click 
the “Donate” link on the “About” page. Please include your name and 
address in the message.
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Note: Persons who also are members of the National Audubon Society will 
continue to receive the newsletter as long as their National Membership is valid.
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Saturday, September 8, 9:00 a.m.
Meet at Sunken Gardens Park, Huntington

Saturday

8
Tony Fleming, Licensed Professional 

Geologist, will lead an on-site program 
on the geologic history of the Upper 
Wabash Valley and how that history 
influences modern ecosystems and plant 
communities. We will observe geologic 
features dating back to the Silurian period 
(400 million years ago). We will begin at 
Sunken Gardens Park in Huntington 
(good fossiliferous reef ) and proceed 
down US 24, taking in the Star Gravel 
Pit from the roadside, the US 24 reef 
roadcut (great exposure, many fossils), and 
some geological sites around the City of 
Wabash, such as Paradise Spring (where 
we will break for a picnic lunch) and 
Charley Creek Canyon. Hathaway Gorge 
also has a variety of interesting geological 
features related to plants. The article on the 

adjacent page explains some of what we 
might expect to hear about in more detail.

Many of us will also meeting at 
Kenapocomocha coffee house at 8:00 
a.m. to carpool from North Manchester. 
You may meet up here or meet us at 
Sunken Gardens Park (1200 W. Park Dr., 
Huntington) at 9:00 a.m.

S e p t e m b e r  P r o g r a m  a n d  F i e l d  T r i p

SiluriAn TrAilS
Presented by tony fleming

Asherwood’s 160 acres provide a variety 
of forested and open habitats and include 
a state nature preserve. The preserve is 
owned by the Marion City Schools and 
is operated by ACRES. This site should 
provide a nice look at late-summer wildlife. 
It is located n the north side of S.R. 124, 5 

mi. west of its junction with S.R. 13, a few 
miles south of Wabash. The street location 
is 7496 CR 600S, Wabash. See http://
unearthingmycreativeidentity.blogspot.
c om / 2 0 1 2 / 0 6 / a s h e r wo o d - n a t u re -
preserve-wabash-county.html for a blog 
entry, with photos, on a visit to Asherwood.

For more information, please contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu

Saturday, August 18, 9:00 a.m.
Located on SR 124, Five Miles West of SR 13

Saturday

18

A u g u s t  F i e l d  T r i p

ASherwood
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By tony fleming

The upper Wabash Valley is renowned 
among Indiana landscapes for its dramatic, 
geologically-inspired scenery, extraordinarily 
rich natural resources, and legendary cultural 
figures. The valley also is one of Indiana’s 
most iconic landscapes, with a legendary 
role in the state’s natural and cultural 
history — one that not only encompasses 
the earliest European exploration of the 
midcontinent, but which also extends back 
into deep time, long before life on this planet 
made the leap from ocean to land. The first 
European explorers who ventured up the 
Wabash River 400 years ago in search of a 
navigable route between the Mississippi and 
Great Lakes drainages conspicuously noted 
the exceptional nature of this part of the 
valley. And before them, Native Americans 
regarded the region as a special place rich in 
flint, game, and mythical significance. More 
recently, the upper Wabash has come to be 
regarded as a Rosetta stone by generations 
of geologists and naturalists alike: unlike the 
rest of northern Indiana whose deeply drift-
covered terrain speaks of a frigid landscape 
molded by an only recently-interrupted 
Ice Age, the peculiar geography of the 
upper Wabash is profoundly influenced by 
limestone and dolomite bedrock, whose 
strata and fossils provide a glimpse into 
a distinctly warmer climate far back in 
the annals of geologic time. The upper 
valley is a landscape of the unexpected — 
waterfalls, steep rocky bluffs, deep coves, 
and precipitous gorges line its walls, while 
the outsized valley floor is punctuated by 
knobs and spires of bedrock historically 
called klintar that project upwards tens of 
feet, lending an almost bizarre quality to an 
otherwise typical alluvial landscape.

The bedrock of the upper Wabash Valley 
belongs to a period of time called the Silurian, 
and was deposited from 416 - 421 million years 
ago in a shallow, tropical sea that blanketed 
much of the mid continent during the lower 
and middle parts of the Paleozoic Era. Thanks 
to some fortuitous twists in geologic history 
during the succeeding 400 million years, 
the region now displays some of the finest 
examples of ancient Silurian reefs anywhere 
on the planet, and has attracted more than 
a century of scrutiny by geologists from all 
over the world. But as unusual as they are, the 
limestone underpinnings of the upper Wabash 
are by no means the only captivating natural 
features. The region is full of stellar examples of 
features produced as a consequence of the Ice 
Age — terms like “convulsive” and “extreme” 
seem woefully inadequate in describing the 
aftermath of the enormous outbursts of glacial 
meltwater that marked the rather abrupt end 
of the most recent period of glaciation — and 
to this day, the landscape remains strongly 
out of equilibrium, manifested by an ongoing 
struggle between water, rock, and land that 
has produced some of the most dramatic 
and diverse scenery in northern Indiana. This 
rich geologic heritage makes the valley one of 
the premier attractions for North American 
geologists.

But geological diversity also leads to 
biological diversity. Within this remarkable 
backdrop of rock, glacial debris, and water 
exists a naturalist’s paradise, rich in distinctive 
plants and animals, some of which are more 
common to the unglaciated limestone 
regions closer to the Ohio River. Close to 500 
species of herbaceous plants alone are known 
from a single 140-acre nature preserve — 
that’s about a quarter of all the native species 
recorded in the State of Indiana! — and 
more continue to be discovered.

400 Million Years of History in the Upper Wabash Valley

Tony Fleming is a professional geologist specializing in glacial geology, geomorphology, hydrogeology, and 
geo-botany. He works for geological surveys, natural resource agencies, and conservation organizations in the 
southern Great Lakes and central Appalachians.
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B i r d  o f  t h e  M o n t h

Sora 
By Wilson B. lutz

The early 1990’s were the glory days 
of the Flory-Gemmer Marsh Preserve. 
Many of we old timers marveled at the 
birds that showed up there: common 
snipes, least bitterns, American bitterns, 
gallinules, harriers, and soras.  At the 
Flory-Gemmer Marsh Preserve, the 
sora revealed its presence by its voice, 
the most pronounced call being a loud 
descending whinny.  If you are like me, 
you wonder why the sora is not called the 
sora rail. After all, it certainly hobnobs 
with the rails and is grouped with the 
rails in bird books. The reason is that the 
sora is technically, not a rail. Instead, it 
belongs to the crake family. Crakes are, 
to be sure, rail-like birds but are chunkier 
and have shorter, stouter bills than true 
rails. The sora is an attractive bird with 
a thick yellow bill, black face, neck and 
throat. The sides of the face, neck and 
breast are gray. The lower parts have 
alternating transverse stripes of black 
and brown.  Soras have a short tail which 
is often held upright. They prefer to nest 
on or close to shallow water with the 
edges of bogs being a preferred type of 
terrain. The nest is a bowl-shaped mass 
of woven grass into which the female lays 
seven to thirteen eggs. The eggs have a 
base color of light brown onto which are 
laid splotches of chestnut and lavender.  
The young are able to walk and swim 
by the end of their first day. Soras blend 
well with their surroundings and can be 
difficult to spot. They search for food 
as they thread their way through reeds, 
bulrushes, cattails, etc.. Their major foods 
are seeds, insects, snails, spiders and 
some types of plant material.  Predation 
of the eggs is by minks, skunks, grackles, 

crows, and herons. Predation of the 
adults and hatchlings occurs most often 
by minks and coyotes.  Roadkills account 
for some losses of soras. The sora nests 
over all of Canada and the northern 
United States. Middle Indiana lies at the 
south edge of the breeding range for the 
eastern United States. Soras winter in 
the southeastern United States, Central 
America, and northern South America.  
The Flory-Gemmer Marsh Preserve has 
suffered from a lack of water in recent 
times as well as an incursion of exotic 
reed canary grass. Remedial measures 
have been and are being taken, however, 
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and there is every reason to believe that in 
the near future the sora rail will once again 
be both seen and heard and hopefully 
raise young at the Flory-Gemmer Marsh 
Preserve. The water problem seems to have 
been solved and funds are being sought as 
this newsletter goes to press to restore the 
native vegetation at the marsh.  There is 
already a report that soras have returned 
to the Marsh. Cliff Kindy, whose farm lies 
immediately to the east of the marsh, has 
heard them this spring. Maybe there are 
new “glory days” just around the corner at 
the Flory-Gemmer Marsh Preserve.

Progress Report:
Our request to burn the marsh has been 
received by the Indiana Department of 
Environmental Management Division 
of Air Quality. While the application 
will more than likely be approved, it 
will be contingent on the burn ban 
being lifted first.

Next step:
Raise $4,500 to help 
pay for seed and plugs.
TAS has already paid for the costs of 
labor and herbicide. With a membership 
of over 450 businesses and individuals, 
we are confident that we can reach this 
goal with just a little extra contribution 
from you! Visit our website and click 
on the nature preserves tab; there, you 
will find a donate button where you can 
make your contribution of $10 or more. 
You can also send your contribution to 
Wilson B. Lutz, Membership Chair, 806 
East Second Street Extended, North 
Manchester, IN 46962.

FLory-
GeMMer 
MARsH
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PreSident’S Corner
By Beth Deimling

We are witnessing vast changes in the 
environment we inhabit. This summer’s 
record-breaking high temperatures 
coupled with the worst drought since the 
1950’s and powerful wind storms have 
had a heavy impact on our yards and 
gardens, sometimes on our homes, on 
our food supply, and on the livelihoods of 
many of us who farm, landscape, or grow 
plants. The extreme weather has also had 
an impact on our psyches. I know several 
people — nature lovers, farmers, outdoor 
types, lovers of birds or other wildlife 
— who are falling into depression with 
the extremes of heat and drought that 
this summer has brought. I find myself 
feeling besieged, uncertain about even 
the near future, and cheated of the 
pleasures which I’ve always associated 
with summer.

How are we psychically to deal with 
such massive changes to our world as we 
know it? How do I counteract the great 
sadness of losing polar bears to melting 
Arctic seas, or Loggerhead Sea Turtles to 
oil spills, or even my yard’s big ash tree to 
Emerald Ash Borer? Pollyanna I am not. 
It is not in my nature- or in my view of 
reality — to say that everything will work 
out for the best. And yet — the natural 
world is all around us. I’ve recently 
been reading “Crow Planet: Essential 
Wisdom from the Urban Wilderness.” 
In it, Lyanda Haupt argues that our lives 
can be enriched by becoming urban, or 
suburban, naturalists, by learning to 
appreciate — even to be awed by — the 
wild creatures who share the places in 
which we live and work — whether we 
like them or not. These are the creatures 
which are able to live, and even to thrive, 
in radically-altered-from-the-wild-state 

human landscapes: crows, for instance, 
or mice, rabbits, or coyotes. Haupt 
studied crows in her home in Seattle, 
finding them to be both abundant and 
a fascinating subject for study. While we 
don’t seem to have so many crows, the 
book has inspired me to look afresh at the 
animals that are right under my nose.  In 
the incredible heat of this summer, and 
in spite of the drought, I have noticed, 
in any place where there is water, a rich 
profusion of dragonflies. Unbelievable 
numbers of dragonflies. In all colors and 
sizes. And lots of butterflies. In the heat, 
insect life is humming at a brisk pace. 
And I’ve kept a sharper eye on the Barn 
Swallows that have built their mud nests 
at the top of our door-less old barn. And 
perhaps I should become more familiar 
with the lives of the rabbits that love to 
chew off the plants I’m trying to grow. 
Nature is all around. Vastly altered by our 
presence, by our activity, by our constant 
striving to subdue natural processes. Still 
it surrounds us. Haupt also states that 
“For humans to be viable on a planet 
in ecological crisis, we must not only 
maintain balanced populations but do 
so in a way that allows our supporting 
habitat to thrive – that is, we must live 
respectfully, wisely, considerately, and 
graciously alongside the nonhuman 
community, or . . . to be “present to the 
earth in a mutually enhancing manner.”

“In wilderness is the preservation of 
the world” wrote Henry David Thoreau 
over 150 years ago. Human beings are 
radically altering the planet. Perhaps 
our antidote to depression about this 
— the way we bolster ourselves — is 
to closely observe, allow ourselves to be 
inspired and awed by, and to be inclusive 
of, the wildness, if not the wilderness, 
that persists in the places where we live 
and work.
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New Friends oF Tippe
Tammy Jones Sharpsville

Our membership is 
composed of more than 

450 businesses and 
individuals in the following 
northeast Indiana counties:

Cass, Fulton, Kosciusko, 
Marshall, Miami, Noble, 

Wabash, Whitley ☟
Quarterly Program
Fourth Tuesday of February, April, 
September and the annual dinner in 
early December at 7:30 p.m., usually at 
the Student Union on the Manchester 
College Campus in North Manchester, IN. 
A L L  A r e  W e L C o M e .

monthly Field triPs
Time and place announced in the bi-monthly 
newsletter and online at tippeaudubon.org. 
A L L  A r e  W e L C o M e .

tas Board meetings
Second Tuesday of each month at 6:30 
p.m., except in December. Held at North 
Manchester Public Library Conference 
Room, 405 N. Market St. All TAS members 
are welcome.

REGULAR 
TIPPECANOE 
A U D U B O N 
S O C I E T Y 

E V E N t s

Answers will be posted in the next issue of Tippe-Topics.

? ?identifiCation Quiz
???

Submit your answers online.

This long-tailed mimid is famous for 
singing and calling throughout the night. 
That behavior has made me identify with a 
Harper Lee novel because it has certainly 
kept me from sleep as I’ve listened to it 
outside my window — intently trying to 
guess the song that it is mocking.

Answer to last month’s quiz: 

Northern Harrier
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