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Tuesday, June 26, 7:30 p.m.
Manchester College Student Union, Hoff Room

Tuesday

26
The Tippecanoe Audubon Society is 

sponsoring a special program on June 26, 
2012. The speaker will be James Streator 
speaking on the subject: “Observing 
Nature in the Caribbean” . Jim is a retired 
professor of chemistry at Manchester 
College. He and his wife Carol have 
traveled extensively in Central America, 

South America, and in regions of the 
Caribbean including Puerto Rico, Jamaica, 
the Dominican Republic, Belize, and 
Panama. Jim is an expert photographer 
and will have plenty of pictures to 
illustrate his talk. A native of Wisconsin, 
Jim did his college work at the University 
of Wisconsin and at Purdue University.

J u n e  P r o g r a m

Observing naTure in The Caribbean
Presented by Jim streator

We will visit fens and other natural 
areas at Pigeon River in LaGrange County. 
Fens are wetlands that receive alkaline 
groundwater flow, and therefore differ from 
bogs, which are more acidic because the 
water is supplied from precipitation. These 
fens has populations of several species of 
orchids, carnivorous plants, and other 
unusual plants. We will check wetlands 
and fields for marsh birds, flycatchers 
and Sandhill cranes. For maps and more 
information on the site, see http://www.
in.gov/dnr/fishwild/3086.htm.

We will meet at the Pigeon River Fish 
and Wildlife Area office. The address 
is 8310 E. 300 N., Mongo (or Howe in 
some sources), Indiana. From the town 
of Mongo, on SR 3 in LaGrange County, 
travel east about 1/2 mile on CR 300N to 
the headquarters area (restrooms and picnic 
area nearby). Since we will be walking in 
wet areas, wear high boots or footwear 
that can get wet and dirty. Bringing insect 
repellent would not be a bad idea.

For more information, please contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu

saturday, June 16, 10:30 a.m.
Near Mongo (directions below)

Saturday

16

J u n e  F i e l d  T r i p

PigeOn river fish & wildlife area

TIPPECANOE AUDUBON SOCIETY on the web

acebook.com/tippecanoeaudubonsocietytippeaudubon.org
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sunday, July 29, 1:00 p.m.
Near North Webster (directions below)

Sunday

29
Bring a dish to share, food to grill, 

and your own table service. A grill will be 
available. The meal will start at 1 p.m. After 
lunch, at 3 p.m., Bart will offer a guided hike 
through nearby forests, fields and wetlands. 
There are a variety of good habitats on the 
property, including some excellent wetlands. 
Sandhill Cranes have nested in the area. If 
you plan to go on the hike, you will want to 
bring insect repellent and be ready for wet 
areas. If you do not wish to take the hike, 

you can relax on the deck or in the pond.
To reach the Culver home from US 30 

at Pierceton, go north on SR 13 about 8 
miles. Near the south edge of N. Webster, 
turn east on Backwater Road (a.k.a. CR 550 
N). Follow Backwater Rd. about 2 miles as 
it curves north and then east, becoming CR 
600 N. Just after you pass CR 975 E, look for 
a paved driveway and two brick pillars on the 
right. The Culver’s address is 9847 E 600 N. 
Follow the driveway to the parking area.

J u l y  F i e l d  T r i p

July PiCniC aT barT & Cinda Culver’s

For more information, please contact Dave Hicks at (260) 982-2471 or djhicks@manchester.edu

F L o R y- G E M M E R  M A R S H

Next step: Raise $4,500 to help pay for seed and plugs.

TAS has agreed to pay for the costs of labor and herbicide treatment. With a 
membership of over 450 businesses and individuals, we are confident that we can 
reach this goal with just a little extra contribution from you! Include your additional 
donation with your membership renewal envelope or, visit our website and click on 
the nature preserves tab; there, you will find a donate button where you can make 
a contribution of $10 or more. We will publish our progress in each Tippe-Topics 
newsletter.

The Tippecanoe Audubon Society Board of Directors has 
decided to accept a bid from Blue Heron Ministries for restoring 
Flory-Gemmer Marsh. Blue Heron Ministries is a non-profit 
organization, based in Angola, that specializes in wetland 
restoration. Executive director, Nate Simons, has been extremely 
helpful with coordinating and planning the process.

Rick Ward, Private Lands Biologist with US Fish and Wildlife 
Service, has also agreed to contribute $3,000 of federal funding 
towards seed and plugs that will help reintroduce native vegetation. 
Together, they will choose a seed and plug mix that will be ideal 
for the fluctuating water levels at Flory-Gemmer Marsh.
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Save the Quail
By Bruce ruisard

Many remember past times when 
Northern Bobwhite (Colinus virginianus) 
quail were common or even abundant in the 
Midwest. We often heard their song “Bob—
white” or their one-note covey call. They are 
now a past part of our lives that has mostly 
gone away. What happened? How can we 
bring them back?

Simply stated, we need to recreate the 
countryside as it was in the 1960s and 1970s. 
We also need to examine what changed, 
then attempt to establish local populations.

First of all, farming and land use have 
changed dramatically. Large farming 
operations leave no place for quail nesting 
sites; fencerows and ditch banks were burned 
off and trees were cleared out. Even in fish 
and wildlife areas, idle land grew up into 
dense woods. Since 1960, orchard grass and 
meadow fescue were planted in pastures and 
spread everywhere. When left to grow, this 
grass becomes too tall and thick for quail. 
On the other hand, if pastures are grazed 
too heavily or mowed too short, this would 
also be undesirable for quail. Ultimately, we 
all share the blame; we failed to consider 
what the bird needed to survive.

Landowners who can afford to plant 
native grasses will be able to help quail. 
Some classify habitat but only plant trees. 
However, quail need a “moderately disturbed 

ecosystem, not an undisturbed sanctuary”1. 
Tilling alternate parts of the field makes it 
preferable for Bobwhites. Plant some grain, 
such as corn or soybeans, for winter-feed. 
Non-grain seeds account for 52% of the 
Bobwhite’s diet; 17% of their diet is from 
grain and the remainder is from insects2. A 
weed field, if tilled annually in the spring, 
would supply key food and cover. A small 
nearby woods will also allow the quail to 
take cover during inclement weather. These 
suggestions will supply all that Bobwhite 
quail need.

A small landowner, with means to use his 
land like this, can hope to provide a home 
for these birds. Although quail may never 
again be abundant or as common, we may 
still be able to save them from extinction 
— that is imperative. Other birds (Great 
Gray Owl, Whooping Crane, Kirtland’s 
Warbler, etc.) get special help; Why not 
quail? Landowners who are not dependant 
on drawing money from the soil may prove 
to be heroes for Bobwhite Quail.

1 John Roseberry and Willard Klimstra. 1984. Population Ecology 
of the Bobwhite.

2 Arthur Bent. 1963. Bobwhite Life History
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Answers will be posted in the next issue of Tippe-Topics.

? ?identification Quiz
???

NoTICE
Bobwhite quail have declined 

in the last decades. A packet of 
information is available, which 
contains seven pages of notes on 
the book ‘Population Ecology of 
the Bobwhite’ by John Roseberry 
and Willard Klimstra. The book 
is a report on a thirty-year study 
that took place in Southern Illinois 
from 1950 to 1980. Reinstating 
the Bobwhite on your private land 
is my goal. A page out of Arthur 
Bent’s ‘Bobwhite Life History’ 
about quail’s diet is included, along 
with two charts on nesting studies. 
A Purdue chart from 2011 shows 
profitability on one acre of various 
soils, which may be less than you 
think. A packet will be sent, at no 
cost or obligation, to you at your 
address.

Contact me, Bruce Ruisard, at
(574) 269-3214

or e-mail
bruisard@warsawlibrary.org

You are welcome to report your 
success or ask further questions.

Thank you for your attention.

Submit your answers online.

In keeping with our open grasslands 
and prairie habitat theme, this bird of 
prey prefers to hunt in open areas, soaring 
low above the ground — as is seen in the 
zommed-out photo shown above. 

Nature photographers who cannot 
afford expensive telephoto lenses will 
probably have many photos in their 
catalog like the one above; photos that a 
300mm focal length lens just could not get 
quite close enough to. Though it will not 
be displayed in an art gallery, it is useful 
here, as it still shows some characteristic 
identification marks: the white rump patch 
should be an immediate giveaway; but, the 
banded tail and pale bars on the scapulars 
are also good clues.

Answer to last month’s quiz: 

Western Grebe (foot)
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B i r d  o f  t h e  M o n t h

Greater 
prairie-chicken 

By Bruce ruisard

If you wanted to add Whippoorwills 
to your morning observations of birds, you 
would have to get up early. In the old days, 
bird watching groups would find Greater 
Prairie-Chickens (Tympanuchus cupido) 
early in the morning at their “booming 
grounds” late in February, March and 
April. They would visit a farm near Jasper-
Pulaski Fish and Wildlife Area where 
state road 49 abruptly ends. Another site 
was on highway 14, 5½ miles west of the 
Jasper-Pulaski county line1. Later, up 
until the demise of the Indiana Prairie-
Chickens in 1973, Newton County was 
the only place in the state to find them.

These game birds were well studied 
over the years. A yearly survey of known 
booming grounds was conducted from 
1942 to 1974. The 1951 survey found 
17 Prairie-Chicken booming grounds 
in Newton County, six in Jasper County 
and one in White County. Six flocks 
were found at Fair Oaks Farm in Newton 
County, where they lived with cattle in 
over 100 acres of pasture1.

Since 1850, native prairie habitat has 
been plowed and settled. At first, Prairie-
Chickens and humans maintained a 
balanced coexistence. Man offered corn 
and soybeans to supplement the Prairie-

Chicken’s diet of native seeds and 
Prairie-Chickens were a food source for 
humans. Unlike Ruffed Grouse that hate 
open country, Prairie-Chickens have few 
enemies and will readily display and feed 
in the open. Great-Horned Owls are one 
of a few predators that are a danger to 
Prairie-Chickens, so thick stands of big 
bluestem tallgrass were needed to roost 
and nurture their young.

Today, these birds are found in areas of 
Illinois, Minnesota, Wisconsin, and many 
scattered areas west of the Mississippi 
River. They have also been found in the 
southern portions of Canadian provinces 
Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba; and 
less commonly in southern Ontario. A bird 
guide will show the subtle characteristics 
for identifying females and the more easily 
identifiable males. 

The male’s “booming” sounds like 
oo—loo—woo, an unmistakable low-
frequency sound. At a distance, a group 
calling all at once sounds like chaotic 
howling. The display, shown in the above 
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1 William B. Barnes. 1951. Indiana Audubon Quarterly. “Prairie-
Chicken Booming Grounds in Indiana”.

2 Russell E. Mumford and Charles E. Keller. 1984. Birds of Indiana. 
Indiana University Press Bloomington.

photo, establishes a pecking order; they 
stomp their feet, bow, jump and yelp. 
The females enter in lesser numbers and 
eventually mate once with a dominant 
male. This single copulation fertilizes an 
entire clutch of 10-18 eggs. 

Much has been written about 
how abundant Prairie-Chickens 
were in Indiana. A study in 1910 by 
Commissioner Miles of the Indiana 
Department of Conservation reported 
100,000 individuals. By 1951, only 650 
were reported. Russell Mumford found 
the last reported nest in Indiana on June 
13, 1964 and the last brood in 19702. 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources 
Biologist, Robert D. Feldt witnessed the 
last Indiana Prairie-Chicken on April 3, 
1972 in Newton County. Sadly, it was 
booming to an untenanted audience. 
What happened? Why was nothing done 
to preserve them?

Simply put, the Prairie-Chickens were 
caught in a land squeeze. The average 
size of an Indiana farm in the 1900s 
was 100 acres. After World War I, grain 
prices dropped and stayed low. Expenses 
of modern farming — seed, fertilizer, 
equipment and taxes — required more land 
in production to retain profit margins. So, 
the response was to plow every bit of the 
back forty in order to maximize profits. 

The beginning of World War II brought 
with it an increasing number of factory jobs, 
which allowed some less-profitable farmers 

to sell their land to farmers with a greater 
amount of production. The land squeeze 
was affecting farmers and our birds. Guess 
which was squeezed the tightest? 

By the 1960s and 1970s capital grew so 
much that this scenario was inexcusable. 
People had new wealth to buy land in 
the country and it only took one square 
mile of tallgrass prairie to support a 
local population of Prairie-Chickens. 
Organizations, the government and 
private landowners could have acted to 
save the Prairie-Chicken, but no one did. 
The pitfall of the Beaver Lake Prairie-
Chicken Refuge in Newton County is 
that it lacks suitable cover to protect them. 
Efforts at the Kankakee Sands are ongoing 
to restore prairie habitat on 7,000 acres 
but it will require years to grow into true 
habitat. Also, Universal Mine in southern 
Indiana is good prairie habitat and many 
are hopeful that someday Illinois birds may 
be successfully introduced to restore the 
Prairie-Chicken population in Indiana.

The tallgrass prairie once covered one-
third of our state, yet is now endangered 
like no other habitat. This threatened 
ecosystem provides habitat for many species 
that are likewise becoming threatened with 
extinction. The land that was once native 
prairie requires our immediate critical 
attention to protect the small fragments 
that still remain and to restore other areas 
to their former splendor.
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“So here’s the paradox for the 
Bobolink: hay fields are both 
essential and dangerous for 
their survival.”



Landowners who don’t need high-protein, first-cut hay, such as 
horse owners and those who wish only to keep their fields open, can 
help Bobolink’s nesting success by delaying all cutting until late July. 
A second option is to allow two full months between the first and 
second cut, allowing enough time for successful re-nesting.

Delayed mowing benefits more than just bobolinks. Three endangered 
birds, Henslow’s Sparrow, Sedge Wren, and Upland Sandpiper, and 
the threatened Meadowlark, Grasshopper Sparrow, and Savannah 
Sparrow, all benefit from favorable management of grassy fields. If 
you can, give them a hand by only mowing later in the summer.
Excerpt from Mowing Late — An Idea for the Birds
puBLIshed JuLy 18th 2011
By Li shen

PHOTO BY CASEY JONES



preSident’S corner
By Beth deimLing

I am often struck by how little most 
people know about the natural world 
around them. Because I am the grower 
at a wholesale plant nursery, I am often 
asked questions about plants once people 
discover what I do. It is true that I have 
two degrees in biological fields (neither of 
them horticulture). Still, I am often left 
struggling for words when questions, even 
from reasonably competent gardeners, 
indicate a lack of understanding of basic 
biological concepts. One of my favorites 
involves the relatively few species of 
plants that have separate male and female 
individuals, like holly, or American 
Bittersweet. Flowers are viewed as ‘female,’ 
so the question goes something like: “are 
male plants supposed to have flowers?” 
And then I have to explain that yes, male 
plants need their private parts also, which 
though it may not seem particularly 
‘manly’ to the questioner, must be encased 
in a flower, since flowers are not just 
female, but are the male and female sexual 
reproductive centers of the plant. And I 
probably go on until I notice eyes glazing 
over, but for heaven’s sake! When women 
ask the question, I often secretly wonder 
if such people undervalue their husbands’ 
role in producing children!

And then I’ll read something, or see 
something, which lets me know exactly 
how little I too know about the natural 
world around me. There have recently 
been news articles about a widespread 
and potentially enormous bird mortality 
threat from open pipes. Small birds 
apparently see the opening of pipes as a 
hollow suitable for roosting or nesting, or 
possibly simply gathering to pool body 
heat during migration. While a naturally-
occurring hole or cavity would have rough 
sides, steel and PVC pipes have smooth 
sides. The birds may enter the holes, only to 
become trapped because the walls are too 
smooth to allow them to grapple their way 

up the sides, and the pipes are too narrow 
for the birds to extend their wings and fly 
out. Death from dehydration or starvation 
follows. Who would have thought it? Most 
of the attention has been focused on PVC 
mining claim markers (over 3 million 
mining claims, marked with 4 stakes each, 
throughout 12 western states), potentially 
killing millions of birds, but the problem 
appears to be much more widespread. 
According to the Kern River (California) 
Audubon, any open top vertical pipe can 
be a death trap. At least 45 species of birds 
have been identified as having been killed 
from open pipes, along with several other 
vertebrate species. Birds in all seasons 
investigate pipes for curiosity, food and/or 
nesting. Problem pipes can be any size or 
material: pipe fence posts, irrigation vents, 
plumbing vents on buildings and motor 
homes — residential included — every 
home and commercial building in the US 
may have at least one ‘death’ pipe!

The Bureau of Land Management 
and the US Forest Service have begun 
implementing solutions for the vast 
numbers of PVC mining claim markers. 
What can you do? Look around your 
home for uncovered vent pipes, chain link 
fence posts, or any other upright open 
pipe. Remove unnecessary posts, or use 
caps or vent covers on open top pipes. 
With sign posts and fence posts, Kern 
River Audubon recommends filling them 
with dry sand, dirt or gravel, then put a 
metal or cement cap on top. Over the life 
of a pipe, caps can weather and fall off, so 
it’s best to both fill and cap/cover. Here are 
two web sites with further information:
http://kern.audubon.org/death_pipes.htm

and
http://www.abcbirds.org/newsandreports/
releases/120425.html

I’ve realized my own home has an 
uncovered pipe venting the wastewater 
plumbing. But not for long. I’m off to the 
hardware for a vented cap...
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New Friends oF Tippe
Timothy Brauch North Manchester
Judith and Larry Montgomery Peru
Ruth Wilson and Micho Lynch Peru
Lake Maxinkuckee Environmental Fund, Inc. Culver

New NATIoNAL MEMBERS
Steve & Rose Clason Pierceton
Raymond Collet Ligonier
Andrea Baker Pierceton
Melissa Baker Peru
Omer Miller Milford 
Michael J. Sieling Wabash
Martha Hoffman Claypool
Sue Fontanes Plymouth

Our membership is 
composed of more than 

450 businesses and 
individuals in the following 
northeast Indiana counties:

Cass, Fulton, Kosciusko, 
Marshall, Miami, Noble, 

Wabash, Whitley

“Working toward the preservation of an 
ecologically sound Lake Maxinkuckee 

and its surrounding watershed.”

culverlmec.com

☟
Quarterly Program
Fourth Tuesday of February, April, 
September and the annual dinner in 
early December at 7:30 p.m., usually at 
the Student Union on the Manchester 
College Campus in North Manchester, IN. 
A L L  A R E  W E L C o M E .

monthly Field triPs
Time and place announced in the bi-monthly 
newsletter and online at tippeaudubon.org. 
A L L  A R E  W E L C o M E .

tas Board meetings
Second Tuesday of each month at 6:30 
p.m., except in December. Held at North 
Manchester Public Library Conference 
Room, 405 N. Market St. All TAS members 
are welcome.

ReGulAR 
TIPPECANOE 
A U D U B O N 
S O C I E T Y 

e v e N T S

TAS 11



FrOm the indiana dnr diVisiOn Features

Prairies have always been a symbol of 
the midwest, a part of our natural heritage, 
a part of Indiana’s natural history.

In presettlement times, tall grass prairies 
occurred in a vast area which extended 
from Iowa and Missouri to central Ohio. 
In Indiana, prairies made up only about 
15% of the area in the state, primarily in 
northwest and west-central portions of the 
state. Most of the original prairie in the state 
has been lost to drainage, urbanization and 
agriculture. A few high quality remnant 
areas such as Hoosier Prairie in Lake 
County, have been preserved.

A prairie is a complex natural community 
covered with a dense mixture of tall grasses 
and other herbaceous plants. Although 
woody plants are not a major component 
of prairie, trees such as black oak and bur 
oak and shrubs such as prairie willow and 
New Jersey tea are found there.

There are several different types of 
prairie due primarily to differences in soil 
moisture and soil type. These range across 
a spectrum from dry to wet, and include 
many in-between types such as mesic and 
dry-mesic. Plants that occur in prairies 

have special adaptations such as extensive 
and deep root systems and hairy leaves and 
stems that help them survive dry periods.

Indiana’s prairies originally included 
rich black-soil (silt loam) prairies and sand 
prairies. The soils of black-soil prairies were 
extremely rich, and as a result, nearly all of 
these were plowed for agriculture. High-
quality remnants of black-soil prairies are 
rare in Indiana. Many of the small remnant 
prairie tracts that remain in Indiana are 
pioneer cemeteries and old railroad right-
of-ways that were never plowed.

Fire was a very important factor to 
natural prairies where trees were kept out 
by fires started by lightning and Native 
Americans. Hot fires killed tree seedlings 
but not the prairie plants with their 
extensive underground roots. Fire, in fact, 
tended to stimulate the growth of prairie 
plants, which were quick to resprout 
following fire. Today, in the absence of 
natural fires, prairies are managed by 
human-initiated fires. Controlled fires are 
set by trained professionals in the DNR so 
that prairies may continue to occur in their 
natural condition.

an indiana Prairie
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By Brian J. macgOwan

depArtMent of forestry & nAturAL 
resources, purdue unIversIty

Many wildlife professionals are 
encouraging landowners to include planting 
warm season grasses in their wildlife 
management plans. The purpose of this 
article is to describe the many benefits of 
warm season grasses, especially their benefits 
to wildlife.

What are warm season grasses?
Grasses are frequently categorized into 

two groups — cool season and warm season 
grasses. Cool season grasses, such as fescue, 
Kentucky bluegrass, and bromegrass, set 
seed in late-spring and early-summer. Warm 
season grasses, often called native prairie 
grasses, set seed in late-summer and early-
fall. Therefore, warm season grasses, such as 
big bluestem, little bluestem, Indian grass, 
side oats grama, and switchgrass, are most 
vigorous during the hot summer months 
when cool season grasses have already 
reached maturity.

Benefits of warm season grasses:
• Are native to Indiana
• Can improve soil organic matter
• Deep root systems (4-8 feet) stabilize soil
• Grow well on poor soils and do not require

fertilizers or mowing
• Provide high-quality wildlife habitat
• Quality pasture forage late in the summer
• Can help reduce soil erosion
• Improves aesthetic quality of your land

Warm season grasses provide good cover 
for a variety of wildlife species. Most warm 
season grasses are bunch grasses rather than 
sod grasses. The clumps of grass are ideal sites 
for nests, the spaces among clumps allow 

small ground-dwelling wildlife to move freely 
yet still provide good overhead cover. Warm 
season grasses do not lodge (bend over) easily. 
Thus, they provide ideal nesting and winter 
cover for many ground-nesting birds such as 
Ring-necked Pheasant and Bobwhite Quail.

While they provide excellent cover, warm 
season grasses provide little food for wildlife. 
However, adding native forbs (non-woody 
plants that are not grasses or sedges) will 
enhance the food value of any planting. Often 
these forbs have showy flowers that bloom 
throughout the spring, summer, or fall.

establishing warm season grasses
One drawback to planting warm season 

grasses can be the difficulty in establishment. 
Warm season grasses can become established 
a year after planting, but it can take 2 or 3 
years in some cases, especially when planting 
into established vegetation rather than a 
tilled field. This can be problematic since 
landowners often desire immediate results 
and plantings will look “weedy” before the 
warm season grasses become established. 
Also, most stands of warm season grasses are 
planted with a special no-till drill. These drills 
have a special agitator in the seed box that is 
required because warm season grass seed is 
extremely lightweight and fluffy.

These issues have become less problematic 
in recent years. As more people plant warm 
season grasses, we have simply become better 
at establishing them. Second, the availability 
of warm season grass drills continues to 
increase. In addition to the IDNR, you can 
borrow/rent a warm season grass no-till 
drill from many SWCD offices, Pheasants 
Forever or Quail Unlimited chapters, or 
RC&D offices.

hooSier farmland Wildlife noteS:
Warm SeaSon GraSSeS, Why all the fuSS?
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Canada Goose 396
Mute Swan 40
Wood Duck 59
American Wigeon 9
Mallard 61
Blue-winged Teal 14
Red-breasted Merganser 7
Northern Bobwhite 2
Ring-necked Pheasant 9
Wild Turkey 4
Common Loon 1
Pied-billed Grebe 1
Double-crested Cormorant 14
Great Blue Heron 60
Green Heron 7
Turkey Vulture 88
Osprey 9
Sharp-shinned Hawk 1
Cooper’s Hawk 1
Red-tailed Hawk 14
American Kestrel 5
American Coot 37
Sandhill Crane 5
Killdeer 44
Spotted Sandpiper 5
Lesser Yellowlegs 1
Least Sandpiper 7
Short-billed Dowitcher 23
American Woodcock 5
Ring-billed Gull 8
Rock Pigeon 42
Mourning Dove 159
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 3
Black-billed Cuckoo 1
Barred Owl 3
Chimney Swift 49
Ruby-throated Hummingbird 10
Belted Kingfisher 3
Red-headed Woodpecker 2
Red-bellied Woodpecker 41
Downy Woodpecker 24
Hairy Woodpecker 4
Northern Flicker 9
Pileated Woodpecker 7
Eastern Wood-Pewee 63

may Count results
This year’s annual ‘Big Day in May’ 

Spring bird count resulted in a total 
of 134 species! The sixteen individuals 
who participated counted nearly 7,000 
individual birds in Kosciusko County. 
If we were to apply this sample to the 
broader population, we could speculate 
that any individual in Kosciusko county 
would see an average of 430 birds a 
day. Hopefully, as you’ll see from the 
table, those 430 birds will not only be 
European Starlings. We might also be 
able to assume that any individual would 
encounter at least eight different species 
in a day. Can you recall eight species of 
birds you heard or saw today?

Some of the more uncommon species 
this year included: Alder Flycatcher, 
Black-billed Cuckoo, Black-throated 
Blue Warbler, Black-throated Green 
Warbler, Canada Warbler, Common 
Loon, Cooper’s Hawk, Kentucky 
Warbler, Lesser Yellowlegs, Palm 
Warbler, Pied-Billed Grebe, Purple 
Finch and Sharp-shinned Hawk. Only 
one of each of these species were found 
on May 12, 2012.

Connie Doud
Steve Doud
Lila O’Connell
James Townsend
Casey Jones
Bruce Ruisard
Dave Hicks
Deb Hustin

Steve Hammer
Heather Mitchell
Randall Gabriel
Jerry Sweeten
Melinda Sweeten
Kaity Clark
Andy Rich
Gregory Clark

Thank You 
to this year’s participants
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Acadian Flycatcher 35
Alder Flycatcher 1
Willow Flycatcher 9
Least Flycatcher 3
Eastern Phoebe 16
Great Crested Flycatcher 56
Eastern Kingbird 27
White-eyed Vireo 5
Yellow-throated Vireo 29
Warbling Vireo 89
Red-eyed Vireo 58
Blue Jay 45
American Crow 106
Horned Lark 16
Purple Martin 129
Tree Swallow 99
Northern Rough-winged Swallow 34
Bank Swallow 85
Barn Swallow 176
Carolina Chickadee 8
Black-capped Chickadee 15
Tufted Titmouse 57
White-breasted Nuthatch 35
Carolina Wren 6
House Wren 80
Sedge Wren 3
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 40
Eastern Bluebird 61
Veery 5
Gray-cheeked Thrush 4
Swainson’s Thrush 4
Wood Thrush 31
American Robin 502
Gray Catbird 171
Northern Mockingbird 2
Brown Thrasher 20
European Starling 540
Cedar Waxwing 93
Tennessee Warbler 35
Nashville Warbler 2
Northern Parula 14
Yellow Warbler 194
Chestnut-sided Warbler 7
Magnolia Warbler 12
Cape May Warbler 2

Black-throated Blue Warbler 1
Yellow-rumped Warbler 4
Black-throated Green Warbler 1
Yellow-throated Warbler 7
Palm Warbler 1
Blackpoll Warbler 8
Cerulean Warbler 9
Black-and-white Warbler 3
American Redstart 49
Ovenbird 5
Northern Waterthrush 3
Louisiana Waterthrush 2
Kentucky Warbler 1
Mourning Warbler 2
Common Yellowthroat 174
Hooded Warbler 2
Wilson’s Warbler 2
Canada Warbler 1
Yellow-breasted Chat 5
Eastern Towhee 11
Chipping Sparrow 190
Field Sparrow 44
Vesper Sparrow 7
Savannah Sparrow 27
Henslow’s Sparrow 4
Song Sparrow 96
Swamp Sparrow  3
White-throated Sparrow 5
White-crowned Sparrow 4
Scarlet Tanager 24
Northern Cardinal 175
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 34
Indigo Bunting 91
Bobolink 54
Red-winged Blackbird 680
Eastern Meadowlark 61
Common Grackle 196
Brown-headed Cowbird 123
Orchard Oriole 4
Baltimore Oriole 121
Purple Finch 1
House Finch 32
American Goldfinch 109
House Sparrow 273
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